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$1 310,000 in Red on ‘Ladder.’ Davis 
Will Revive It and Do 3 Other Plays 


a 


Edgar B. Davis, the millionaire 
who backed ‘The Ladder’ on Broad- 
way for two years, establishing a 


world’s red record for one show of 
$1,310,000, is not only going to re- 
vive that play but plans three other 
productions, and establishment of a 
@ramatic and music school. He re- 
cently struck anothér river of oil. 

Davis was in New York last week 
but did not state how much he 
would devote to the stage. 

Banks recently refused to ad- 
¥Yance him any more cash for his 
payroll, and the next day his drill- 
érs struck oil on a newly acquired 
90,000-acre tract. Davis became 
trapped when a bank in his home 
town, Brockton, Mass., closed its 
doors last winter, and he paid off 
all depositors in full. 

Reason Davis will revive ‘The 
Ladder,’ rated the world’s record 
flop, has two angles. First, he is a 
believer in reincarnation. Second, 
he still thinks he can put the show 
on a paying basis because when he 
took the piece to Boston it drew 
business. ‘The Ladder’ was sent to 
Beantown so that Davis’ home 
towners could make the shert trip 
from Drockton and see it. He had 
fixed a definite date for its closing 
and accordingly it stopped there 
after two weeks. The reaction to 
the Boston showing induced him to 
reject a picture offer for ‘The Lad- 
der’ and also a bid for the English 
stage rights. He had a hunch that 
he might do the show over there 
himself. 

*‘Ladder’s’ Five Theatres 


‘The Ladder’ made a sort of cir- 
cuit of Broadway, playing five dif- 
ferent theatres and repeating at one 
house. Invariably Davis guar- 


(Continued on page 44) 


BOSTON STORE PUTS IN 
BAND FOR 50c DANCING 


Boston, Sept, 26. 

W. T. Grant’s §-10-25-$1 down- 
town store pulled a new one on the 
town last week when it advertised 
dining and dancing for 50 cents. 
Local night clubs have had it tough 
enough for two years, and competi- 
tion from such an unexpected quar- 
ter was a shock even if not ex- 
pected to prove serious. 

The dime-and-dollar store of- 
fered dinner and a four piece band 
Playing from 5 to 8 p. m, for danc- 
ing. 


Cash and Carry 


There is so much on the cuff that 
it’s strictly cash-and-carry with a 
flock of country clubs and in-town 
dining spots around New York. 

Some of the ultra golferies state 
they haven't seen checks from prom- 
inent members since last November 
and in order to realize immediate 
cash to meet bills the request is not 
to sign tabs. 


— 





Out of Bounds 





Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Four of the Detroit entrants 
in Paramount's ‘Panther Wom- 
an’ contest were men. 


TAKE BIZ RED 
TO DEEP BLUE 


Ocean liners appear to be def- 
initely in the field for conventon 
business, using the big boats for 
short cruises. Five conventions 
were held at sea during the sum- 
mer, some boats beirg chartered 
for such purposes, lesser gatherings 


going as a party combining busi- 
ness and pleasure. 

It was found that meetings called 
on board ship were 100% attended, 
a sharp contrast to conventions 
freld in large cities where it is a 
problem to get delegates together. 
During meetings at sea, the bars 
are closed. 


CIVIC DATE CONTROL 
FOR AMUSEMENTS 


Cedar Rapids, Ia., Sept. 26. 

Conflicting dates of entertain- 
ments and duplication of talent will 
be clarified here to some extent with 
the formation of a permanent clear- 
ing house committee made up of 
presidents of various organizations. 

Bulletin at public library with 
dates well in advance will be used 
to spot advance news with clearing- 
house meetings to determine what's 
coming up in an amusement way, 
when and if there is anything that 
would conflict or seriously affect 
receipts. 

More than 16 organizations to 
participate in starting of organiza- 
tion. 




















Fold While You Wait 
Des Moines, Ia., Sept. 26. 

Town is getting used to stock 
companies folding while the cus- 
tomers wait outside. During the 
past two years three companies 
have jumped while the house lights 
were on. 

The latest is Western Burlesque, 
which lasted three days at the Pres- 
ident, quickly withdrawing when 
stage hands refused to take i. 0. u’s. 





NUDIST MAGS IN ENGLISH 


First attempts to peddle those 
nudist mags on Broadway. 
Mags are reprints of German 


IN MAD SCRAMBLE 


Radio Audition Contest Win- 
ners Are Counterpart of 
Hinterland Beauts with 
Hollywood Aspirations— 
Personality Not So Neces- 
sary—Heterogeneous Mob 





Ranges from A. K. Hill- 
billies to Polite Sopranos 





‘EXTRAS’ OF THE MIKE 








Radio has produced a counterpart | 
to the silent days in pictures when 
the winners of beauty exhibits or 
local gags took the awards as a call 
to Hollywood. 

It’s the mob of auditions contest 
winners, gathered from all sections 
and crossroads of the country, al- 
ways trying to crash the network 
gates in New York. 

With New York the center of the 
broadcasting business and particu- 
larly the main feeding point of the 
two major networks, the town has 
naturally come to be their mecca 
and stamping ground, They've beea 
pouring into fhe city in a steady 
stream, with these brassring hold- 
ers of locality audition stunts mak- 
ing up as motley a collection of 
types and classes as once plied the 
film studio ante-rooms and casting 
offices. 

Like the Hollywood hopefuls the 
majority of these fame bitten ether- 
ites are young girls, but with one 


(Continued on page 44) 





Expect Chaplin’s Marriage) 
To Miss Goddard in Oct. 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Paulette Goddard, whose goodbye 
kiss to Charles Chaplin made the 
press association, told close friends 
here she was going to New York to 
buy a trousseau, The same friends 
expect her to return here in about 
three weeks for the ceremony. 

Understood that Chaplin and 
Miss Goddard plan a Mexican wed- 
ding and a six months’ honeymoon 
in Europe. 











Disillusioned 





Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Secret is out about Will Rog- 
ers. He seldom chews gum 
and never did on the stage. 
Uses rubber banda. 

When playing in shows he- 
always stopped at the boxof- 
fice to get a supply of the elas- 
tica every few days, Easier to 
discard ‘em. 

















monthlies and plenty illustrated. 1 
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Of Burlycue 


FTHER HOPEFULS [Nixing the Torso-Tossers Out 


Means Final K.0, 











Birthday Password 





New password system at 
some of the class speaks is 
one's name and birthday. 

The date of birth of the in- 
dividual is the key for open 
sesame. 


CATALOGING 
THE CHUMPS 


The promotional boys who dig up 
financing for anything, whether 
theatricals or otherwise, have a 
pretty thorough index on the easy 
money bunch from New York’s east 
side. They usually are chiefly suc- 
cessful via the social angle, espe- 
cially if approached through a rela- 
tive, 

They know which ones have a 
flair for matters Broadway; which 
like to act or direct or design cos- 
tumes. Which trade on their s.a. 
and which femmes, not so gifted 
pulchritudinously, go in for the 
more ‘serious’ things. 

All this is handy info for the 
proper modus operandi when it 
comes to digging up coin. 

There is one dowager who has a 
hot-cha inhibition. Another, if 
shown ‘life in the raw’—usually a 
session at a bawdy cabaret—can be 
financially interested. 

Many, of course, like to have 
celebs around and throw lavish 
shindigs just to get together a flock 
of names who usually know each 
other but barely know their hostess. 
It’s all catalogued by the lads who 
socially excavate for bankrolls. 


RASPUTIN’S DAUGHTER 
AS METRO SIDESHOW 


Maria Raspoutine who claims to 
be the daughter of Rasputin, ‘the 
mad monk,’ may appears over here. 
It is proposed to use her in a pres- 
entation with Metro’s forthcoming 
‘Rasputin’ film with the Barrymores. 

Mile. Raspoutine is known to the 
Paris stages. Her routine includes 
Russian folk songs and dances. 
Several years ago she published a 
biography in which she set forth 
her parentage, 


Booze Hand Bills 


New York cordial shops reached 
& new high in boldness last week 
when a boy was placed on a street | 


























corner to hand envelopes to ever 
passerby. } 
Inside was a price list of all 
brands of liquors, plus a phone 
number and address at which 


stuff could be purchased. % 


The strippers and shakers of 
burlesque have stripped ané@ shaken 
for the last time. As a result of 
Mayor McKee's closing of the two 
42d street burleycue sites, it’s now 
a case of clean up or else for the en- 
tire business, not onty in New York 
but éverywhere else, with other 
cities indicating they'll follow. 


It means, along with regenera- 
tion of the burlesque business—if 
it is to continue as a business under 
that name or any other—that most 
of the approximately 150 strip wom- 
en now employed will have to find 
another line of endeavor. Of that 
number no less than 75% are com- 
paratively new faces, with few of 
the present day buriesque strippers 
dating back to the pre-strip days 
in experjence. With the strip re- 
moved from the shows, 90% of those 
newcomers have nothing to keep 
them in the business except as 
chorus girls. Those few strippers 
whose talents extend beyond dis- 
robing are out of practice by now. 

I. H. Herk, head of the Empire 
wheel, is one who sees the finish 
of the strip and the shake. But 
along with others in the biz, Herk 
doesn’t yet know what can take 
the place of stripping, with the lat- 
ter having become  burlesque’s 
primary appeal in recent years. 
Everybody is shopping for ideas and 
the general opinion is that the ideas, 
if any, must be clean. 

Another thing worrying the bur- 
lesque men is whether a tame show 
will hold the remaining burlesque 
clientele. The ‘nice’ people and the 


(Continued on page 62) 





FOR THE GIRLS, AND 
SOME OF THE BOYS 


Swank New York east side nitery, 
in process of building, will feature 
a massive gold staircase as a frank 
bid for the flash spending trade. 

Figured that the femmes who 
know their coutourieres will go big 
for the exhibitionism provided by a 
grand entrance down suck a stair- 
case, 





Tris Speaker as Mgr. of 
Operetta Road Troupe 


Cleveland, Sept. 26. 
Tris Speaker, the famed ball play- 
er and former manager of the Cleve- 
land Indians, is jumping into show 
business for the first time to be- 
come company manager of Bob Mc- 
Laughlin’s revival of ‘The Merry 


Widow.’ Show opens what is hoped 
a 30 weeks’ road tour this week 
in Detroit. 

Speaker won the job as company 
manager partly due to his long 
friendship with Donald Brian, who 
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Writers Pay $50-$75 to Have Unsold | 





Scripts Cameraed as 1-Reel Samples 
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Hollywood, Sept. 26 Feed-Bag Double Reciprocity Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Ambitious embryo scribes, who ne Pe te Influx of newspapermen to Holly- -; 
Want to see their stories on the . oe . o¢ wood continues, following recent 
s¢reen, are paying Gordell Pictures Hollywood, wep. 2%, Holly wood, oe “¥ staff slashes in the east and has 
$50 and $75 to glimpse the high Groucho Marx no tke tae | Immediately after his option brought about a condition where the 
spots of their yarns incorporated -yoe-4 ae ro Aes ee arg — taken up James Whale, studios are now refusing admittance 
in a 250-foot trailer. Short price ch a ee a Universal director spent $1,000 |) to legitimate news writers. 
is ettont with titles. while the 826 president, and in attendance at of his own money for re- Most of those being turned down 
price includes a sound track with all meetings, but ne arene his decorating and installing swank carry credentials from some paper | 
synopsis of the ‘story. stooge in to do his eating. ey in his studio bunga- on which they formerly worked, al- | 
Gordell Pictures advertises its ow. though they are now freelancing. So 
bargain in the various’ writers router wane e properly many news gatherers are already | 
mags. Company claims that it is a reciprocate on Junior Laem- here on official assignments that the | 
great method of selling picture all or -a- ay | _— a eee ee aight a Doane rye i raalbeng taxi | Pay 
stories, and even if the writer WILL MAHONEY erences, tion, realizing that the recent ar- y 
doesn’t dispose of the yarn, he | 0 se rivals know their stuff and can not mor 
can amuse his friends with the ‘ d Sh This Week Metropolitan Theatre, be tagged as in the racket class. for 
trailer. Writer can also have the all @ 0a « OW Boston © nd Of the. latter type Hollywood has — 
trailer reduced to 16 mms, if he | ‘he Oakland ‘Post En: uirer’ said: Pix R ublicans always had its fill. a lect 
RIaEe ean im. hadlinne ofeniet planes. m ‘In our opinion Will Mahoney is the ep Recent pests around the studios dau 
ing it in a theatre. funniest man in the world. Absent comprise a smal]. regiment ‘of for- T 
Dieitiedsanaiie ee ‘Gara ‘uti ns inh ewar | from Oakland for four years he re- e eigners wh , here Bai ail Bar 
dvertisements 0 ordell state turned yesterday to the Fox The- WAS, Came,. Here ostensibly t 
that competent Hollywood actors 'atre and believe it or not he is fun- ot tten as newspapers correspondents to the Be 
will be used to enact the writer's —_—— nier than ever.’ Olympic games,. but, have staid on a 
brain child, and will throw all their shat Leeeatiia tee :.t Direction hoping to crash motion pictures, on 
dramatic ability into his various ollywood, Sept. 26. Most of the -hangers-on were free 5 
big moments. In case the writer Eddie Cantor will head his tien eer?! G bem gabe Roosevelt Rall lance writers, who came here on par 
goes into ecstasy over their scenes, | yaude road show in 12 eastern cities, oy one-way tickets and space assign- a 
he can _ purchase stills from his] opening in November. Tour is be- | — ments from small newspapers and ey 
midget picture for 50e each. ing arranged by the William Morris | —— ysyndicates, with the Olympic games Ame 
Gordell service is complete. It]ofice, which is guaranteeing the CHAPLIN PIC COLD at : as an excuse. They arrived with an 
will even do a bit of improving on | comic, and sharing in a 50-50 split. | ’ Los Angeles, Sept. 26. optimistic outlook: as to their fu- ra 
the yarn, with the author's con- Present intention is for Cantor to FOX MAY SUE LITA About 65,000 attended the motion] ture in the film industry. . fron 
sent, of course. But, then, many of | use Benny. Meroff’s orchestra, and a picture pageant and electrical pa- Olympic Holdovers shov 
the writers doubt the anes of | femme picture star not yet decided a rade with sport events at the Olym- It. was these also-rans who at- He 
Gordell’s staff to improve, and re-{!n. Show will play two-a-day, with re ae - ; tended the free feeds given by the for | 
fuse to have their stories tampered | egntor singing a repertory of his Hollywood, Sept. 26. pic Stadium Saturday (24) night, studios and: several: screén. celebs pare’ 
with. In a number of cases; | ,ongs plus blackouts with the Fox will not make ‘The Little | total sate being about $55, py9. Of | in honor of ‘the: visiting foreign © life. 
writers have claimed that what was etait player Teacher’ with Lita Grey Chaplin this sum $45,000 net will_be split press.” Few of the real journalists case 
Photographed by Gordell as the| rentative opening is set for New- |@nd her two sons, Charlie, Jr., and between the M. P. Relief Fund and) attended—they were too busy covs spen 
dramatic heights of their stories |... Thanksgiving week, with Phil- | Sidney. Studio deal has been called the Marion Davies orthopedic fund. | ping the contests ‘and, ag a whole ture 
were really unimportant se- adeiphia Baltimore Washington, off after legal complications over the Gov. Roosevelt was the sole guest | were not interested in pictures * draw 
— Same squawk has been Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Detroit, Chi- | Tight of Charlie Chaplin’s two chil- |of honor, though Gov. Rolph had Having received a: welcome dis Ev 
sae ee eago, St. Louis, Boston and two dren to work in pictures, been carded to share honors with ing the games, the second raters him, 
weeks in New York, either at the Studio claims that at the time | pj. Rolph simply faile@ to show expected a similar studio reception , ace | 
Rivoli or Casino, to follow. they made the deal with the mother Stavér John Porter when they called looking for jobs J he's 
Outside of New York, show will |it did not know of the private agree- up, as also Mayor Ag . . | after the yames. They all carry the i grap 
ANN DVORAK AMONG be booked in houses or auditoriums |ment with her divorced husband, wes 2g nae canes "Re nee nen same yen—to be translators, technis : a 
having largest capacities. | which stipulated that in return for ne a togy vt an sphatben cal advisers ore writers, and despite 7 As ; 
NEW WB STAR LIST Cantor ieaves here by way of the |property settlement and an annuity | P¥° . ea political (reer ted turn-downs they are stay- -\, jj pray: 
Canal Oct. 10, with Mrs. Cantor, ar- |f0r the two boys, the father was In the afternoon :a free (political) ing on. That is, intil the imimigrae °"' 7 the | 
‘Zs riving in New York in time for his privileged to pass on the careers of | rally at the Hollywood bowl to the] tion authorities begin to check up. F deliv 
Hollywood, Sept. 26. reappearance on the Chase & San- the two minors. overflow capacity of 30,000 took the Representatives of the dailies ana, F and 
Warners’ new contract list takes| born radio hour, Oct. 30. His pic- Studio expended around $25,000 in | edge off the parade, which was the magazines . who have the studio's "| ey 
four feature players and adds them| ture, ‘Kid From Spain,’ now in 13,- | preparing the story, and it is likely |industry‘s most spectacular display ‘okay will have to show credentials, 
to their star division. They are| 500 feet, is being edited, with 5,000 that in case it is not used they may | of color, lights and floats, plus west- similar to the press ‘police cards,". CO} 
Ann Dvorak, Warren William, Lor- | feet due to come out before the pre- | bring legal action for recovery of|ern and polo events. Floats ‘were in the future. This decision was 
etta Young and Joan Blondell. New | view. |this amount from Mrs. Chaplin. brought here from the San Fran- reached at a meeting of the pub- PI 
players on lot added to feature di- sod | A few days prior to the calling |¢isco Shriners’ parade by Jack WL. | licity heads at the ‘Hays’ office as a 
vision are Eleanor Holm, Olympic loft of the deal by Fox, Nick Gory, | Warner, who personally underwrote anes of keepin 5 a horde of scribes 
swimming champion; Clare Dodd, BUCHANAN-SCHENCK | who was manager for Mrs. Chaplin, | the entire event. .junder, control. Each card, to be a 
waaap contract was purchased from ; was ordered off the lot. Day later Winnie Sheehan, of Fox, did much pat Re must ferry, Joe . Brepn's Tix's | 
Paramount; Allan Jenkins, Glenda he and she severed their business | to put the pageant over, with War- MEATUS. in pe. 
Farrell ana Harold Huber. POW-WOW FOR ? MORE relations, ner also actively engaged in ‘the ag 5 ee - uled 
a ors er pe to list of directors are Fox has the story which was writ- | Governor's behalf. Sheehan and Lollier Film ‘The 
Stanley Logan and Robert Florey, ack Buchanan is due from Eng- | ten for the Chaplins by Dave Butler, Every studio contributed equip- , s © Parar 
lerelaes? ge 5 ge Be on .. Penn for a conference i. who was to have directed. Frank | ment and labor, with the show cost- Chiefs In Chest Drive starts 
aor’, 4“ scéiame,, dbakolon pets Joseph M. Schenck in Hollywood Craven and Sam Mintz wrote the ing between $35,000 and $40,000, as Los Angeles, Sept. 30. Way | 
added Tom Geraghty, ‘tation will concerning two additional British- | Screen story. against last year’s fiesta overhead : Ww: R. een has ‘been named It v 
work on ‘Elmer the ‘Great,’ while Dominion pictures starring him on of $80,000. tong chairman for the picture in- writte 
off the writers’ list are Kay Davis which UA took options after accept- SAILINGS Stations KFWB and KHJ broad- pao gg div ision in the forthcoming date. 
and Niven Busch : ing ‘Magic Night,’ first of trio. ‘ casted locally, and CBS sent the _ Angeieés Community Chest drive 
Rotts ae ‘Yes, Mr. Brown,’ the second, has o ‘site Sask stuff out as far east as Denver from | Which gets under way Oct 17. Main D 
already been accepted by UA for a, a» = = rigs | cling lean 8.30 p. m. to midnight. campaign starts Nov. 1. en 
COWBOY SUICIDE distribution in the U. S. only, while | Vicomte Alain de Leche (Europa). | ¢yowa was very much pro-Roose-|  W. H. (Bud) Lollier, chairman of 
the third, ‘That's a Good Girl,’ is Oct. 10 (Los Angeles to New |velt and ate up the Will Rogers’|the theatre contingent, wil! name | Lar 
proposed for world release by UA.| York), Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Cantor | very frank spiel to the effect that five key men, to be known as ma- 
Ed Powers, 36, Was a Disabled War | Latter goes in production in ’33. (California). this was the biggest gathering that |Jors, who will divide between houses ‘ 
Veteran Buchanan is slated for an Aarons Oct. 10 (New York to London) Mr. | ever paid to see a politician. and exchanges. A major for each i 
ar & Freedly musical on Broadway |and Mrs. L. M. Rubens (Europa). Roosevelt said he had been in pic- ae will Ra senate by Sheehan. Elis 
Hollywood, Sept. 26. rae Desorglon gs wlieg Fea have Lyda Oct. 4 (Galveston to Barcelona), | tures (meaning newsreels) for the wenn Hem aa Nar Base <2 
Edward G. Powers, 36, screen ‘ 2 ante | Richard Harlan (Mar Cantabrico). | P@st three months and was heartily $3,200,090 ; os ats one h 
cowboy, shot himself to death in Oct 3rd (Paris to New York), gent of the pro egy h parece WiMee Veet Oy ECa AY ae Oe to get 
ee ae N M T End Colette @’Arville (Europa). nly accident of the day was that ; 5 ¢ 
ie wal k Gleabie® war veteran: \aeee oney erms Oct. 1 (New sh ae - Angeles) | 8t@nd marshal Joe E. Brown lost Radio Releases Armstrong seal 
(= at Metro-Evans Dispute *“" Briskin (California). ee ene te Chm souven™ 136 He Can Start Scandal’ woul 
} Oct. 1 (New York to Paris), Jsual ‘in conference’ gag for ab- Hollywood, Sept. 26. : = 
INDEX ——_ | Travis Banton (Bremen). jo pe itd pow enn nteatina last| Robert Armstrong has obtained a my 7 
Re a5 feaicas ss ices Culver City, Sept. 26. | Oct. 1 (New York to Southamp- | Saturday, with everyone either at|Telease from the final three weeks bi: “ 
BMS... is:. > Sbeee oovee -: & Madge Evans, who left Metro|ton), Edward Everett Horton] the opening of the football season |°f his contract with Radio to accept ny howe 
Burlesque .......eee. coco . after a salary squabble, returned to | (Premen). or attending the Gov. Roosevelt the lead in ‘Million Dollar Scandal’ r 
Chatter .......+- seeeceee 47 the lot today (Monday) as the| Sept. 30 (New York to Moscow)|;mass meeting at the Hollywood | Which Charles Rogers will produce 
OTe i: Sei eave 48 femme lead in ‘Let’s Go,’ a motor Boris Morros (Bremen). bowl. for Paramount. Rogers also has an 
BEMEDIURLION 05.0 0s cece rr 19 boat story with William Haines. | Sept. 30 (Lona 4 : PE TS EES A option for two more on Armstrong 
Film House Reviews...... 41 Picture is the first on a new con- ! ¢ a Vial eee a 2 who was represented in the deal by 
Film Reviews.......... se 17 tract, starting today, that is a com- 4 prey oduapeis Sc > Jessie Wadsworth. 
Foreign Film News....... 15 promise between the studio’s and _ Sept. 30 (New York to Panama), enario on Bern Victor McLagléen will play the p Clai 
Foreign Show News...... 52 Miss Evans’ ideas in salary. Dur-|©: ©: Margon (California), second lead in the picture. Harry Cooper 
Inside—Legit ...... prsese #8 ing her absence from Metro Miss| September 30 (Paris to New Sowa Joe Brown is to direct. last S; 
ee eee werececee 6 Evans has been at United Artists as| York), Maurice Chevalier, Max Hollywood, Sept. 26. i of ‘Fa 
nside—Radio ....sceccsoe 57 top femme in Al Jolson’s ‘The New , Ruppa (Paris). Columbia is rushing a story based 4 a 
Inside—Vaude .......ce00 38 Yorker.’ Sept. 24 (Paris to New York), |0M the life of the late Paul Bern. Fox Sets Victor Jory lh ne 
Legitimate ..... oogeece se 49-53 ee Georges Fontana, Anna Ludmila Storv is by George Aurbach, with Hollywood, Sept. 26. Stud 
TS Ey & a 63 , (Champiain). Albert | Demond, former Universal Victor Jory, from a Pasadena stand 
Literati cteees seeeceesees 54 Johnson’s Tester | Sept. 24 (Paris to New York) | producer and writer, working on the stock, has Geen Signed by FUE Ne Cooper 
SEs oak one a He cecee .ba-O8 = Jaques Deval, Arturo Toscanini treatment six months and options. 
SEEN ne sia hase keine e 42 Nunally Johnson, ex-N. Y. ‘Eve! (Bremen). : Jory has also done. some work on. | 
News from the Dailies.... 46 a columnist and Satevepost au- | Sept. 24 (Paris to New York) Sapte the Broadway stage. 1 es eas Estel 
i GL ar iveseus 58 thor, is en route to the Paramount | Gordon Pollock (Statendam). rith 
Obituary .......... see asl 63 ,Coast studios on a straight 10 weeks’ | Sept. 24 (New York to ee sane FER TEES ass MEGES M’LAGLENS FIGHT SUIT ) Bro 
oO ee eer . 63 | test deal as a writer. No options. If | Frank Allworth, Mr. and Mrs. Bob Hollywood, Sept.: 26. Los Angeles, Sept. 26 
Pictures ........ ag ietaal sic | he clicks, a new arrangement will! Leonard, Mr. and Mrs. Gus Yorke Bradley Page and Albert Conti, Entering a sc << nag or Estel 
oe ee ee | be made under new terms. (Lafayette). screen players, are going into the complaint, Ri dligespe ees witker. Me- vaude 
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Barrymore, Arch Foe of Autograph 
Pests, Turns ‘John Henry’ Collector 


os 


Hollywood, Sept. 26, 

The left wing of the Royal Fam- 
ily has gone bourgoise. John Barry- 
more has requested all major studios 
for the signatures of their stars and 
name players for an autograph col- 
lection he is starting for his baby 
daughter, Diana Barrymore. 

Time was, and not far back, when 
Barrymore refused to have anything 
to do with autograph collectors, or 
any of their ilk. Ambitious collec- 
tors, who hoped to have the star's 
signature in their books, are re- 
ported to have suffered extreme 
mental agony from Barrymore's re- 
ply to their request. He has been 
known to severely criticize the 
American public in general for its 
souvenir hunting proclivities. In 
the past, an autograph book held in 
front of Barrymore was the same as 
showing him a bad part. 

Heretofore, his signature has been 
for business purposes only, with the 
exception of the short period of his 
life spent as a cartoonist. In this 
case,.it is rumored that Barrymore 
spent a year practicing his signa- 
ture ,before he started to study 
drawing. 

Evidently, fatherhood has softened 
him, for the collector’s former men- 
ace has turned collector. However, 
he’s not the garden variety of auto- 
graph hound, who haunts the gath- 
ering places of Hollywood's mighty. 
As a signature hound he’s class, 
having the publicity departments of 
the studios gather the names and 
deliver them to his door minus gags; 
and not in an ordinary autograph 
book, but on individual cards. 


COHAN TURNS DOWN 
PERSONAL AT N.Y. PAR 


George M. Cohan said ‘no’ to Pub- 
Tix’s proposition ror two stage weeks 
in person with the fortnight’s sched- 
uled run of his Paramount talker, 
‘The Phantom President,’ at the 
Paramount, New York. Picture 
starts a two-week stretch on Broad- 
way Sept. 30. 

It was said that Cohan could have 
written his own ticket for the Par 
date. 


Denied Permit Extension, 
Landi Becomes Immigrant 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Elissa Landi was refused further 
extensions of her visitor’s permit by 
the U. S. Immigration Department, 
and has gone to Vancouver, B. C., 
to get a quota number and come 
back as an immigrant. Actress has 
been living in the United States 
two years. 

J. C. Lawrence, her husband, who 
has been here several months, left 
by plane Friday (23), to return to 
his London law practice. He sails 


Gary Takes Air 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Claiming he needed a rest, Gary 
Cooper walked out on Paramount 
last Saturday after the completion 
of ‘Farewell to Arms.’ He hopped 
a plane for New York and a three 
weeks’ vacation. 
Studio had 
stand by in case of retakes, 
Cooper insisted on the trip. 
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Estelle Taylor, Beale 
Bros., Set for Vaude Try 


Los Angeles, Sept 26. 





Estelle Taylor, now rehearsing a 
vaude act with the two Peale | 
Brothers,, opens for Fox West Coast | 
at the Warfield, San Francisco,, in | 
two weeks. Act will then head east. | 

Miss Taylor will vocalize, with | 
the brothers instrumentalizing. Ac- | 
tress delayed production of ‘Call | 
Her Savage’ at Fox several days | 
last week, due to an infected ear 





CORTEZ RETURNS TO PAR 





On Term Contract — First to Fox 
Before Effective 





Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Ricardo Cortez, who left Radio to 
play the lead in ‘Flesh’ for Metro, 
has been put under a term contract 
by Paramount. He will first com- 
plete his M-G engagement and then 
go to Fox for ‘Giant Swing’ before 
reaching Par again. 

This is the second time that Cor- 
tez hits the Paramount lot having 
left there three years ago after a 
five-year stay. 


AIR DEBUT FOR 
WAMPAS BABES 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 


Western Association of Motion Pic- 
ture Advertisers (Wampas), which 
has been agitated over what to do 
with its Baby Stars to be elected 
this year, due to the insistence of 
the producers that they have some- 
thing to say about the selection, has 
decided to introduce the comers on 
the air, in a national hookup. 

Heretofore, the 13 starlets have 
been introduced at different types of 
frolics, all tied in solely with the 
picture industry. Plan to follow this 
course at an outdoor affair in con- 
nection with the Olympics was 
abandoned on the theory it would 
interfere with theatre box offices. 

Both NBC and CBS are interested 
in the baby star-air gag, with de- 
tails of the broadcast to be ironed 
out at a meeting of the Wampas to- 
morrow night (Tues.). 








Dietrich Records Three, 
Each in Three Languages 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Marlene Dietrich has_ recorded 
three sides for Victor at its plant 
here, making three language ver- 
sions of each platter. Numbers, all 
from ‘Blond Venus,’ are ‘Hot Voo- 
doo,’ ‘You Little So and So,’ and 
‘I Couldn't Be Annoyed.’ All were 
warbled in English, French and 
German. 

Sam Coslow 
disks for Victor here 
songs from ‘Big Broadcast’ 
‘Phantom President.’ 


Mane 


Stockholm, Sept. 26. 
Garbo has the FPritish journalists 
here nerts 
London papers clamor for a story 
a day on the star and she's giving 
‘em the same aloof routine as in 
the U. S. 
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London, Sept. 26. 

An Englishman, hard _ pressed 
for a Stockholm story for his Sun- 
day London paper with all quiet on 
the Kreuger front, fell back on 
Garbo and sent in a yarn that she 
had not been seen around for a 
week and was believed to be ill. 
The story frontpaged in London. 

Other London dailies phoned all 
their correspondents for the stor) 
and the A.P. rep. was told at 11 
p.m. to find out if Garbo was still 
living 
holm is complaining. as a 
the number of late and urgent calls 
put through to them to locate Garbo 
giving ements 
that till now star has not been in 
for ind her 
in Ameérican 


result, of 


Consulate is out stat 


whereabouts is not 
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THEATAES PROFIT 


Picture Co. Head Committed 
to Idea of Spending More 
in Order to Guarantee 
Theatre Results—Opposes 
Slashing Too Sharply— 
Shelves Low-Cost Films 
Because of Weakness 





LESSEN STUDIO INCOME 





Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

More cash will be ttrown into 
Radio pictures, according to B. B. 
Kahane, in an attempt to build 
grosses at the theatre although by 
so doing studio profits will be sac- 
rificed. 

The Radio Pictures president, who 
returned here last week from New 
York, is currently in daily confer- 
ence with studio officials deciding 
where and when picture budgets can 
be boosted, to fit into his idea, that 
heavy grossing pictures although 
proving a loss to the producing- 
distributing companies, are needed 
to stimulate theatre patronage. 

Kahane’s intention is considered 
startling among studio execs who 


have been trying to cut corners on 
budgets. Radio, during the 10 


as producing head, has spent as 
much as $2,000,000 on three pictures, 
and has nearly doubled some budg- 
ets through remakes. 

Contrasting this is the low-cost 
‘Age of Consent’ which is faring 
comparatively as well, and in some 
cases better, than ‘Girl Crazy,’ ‘Lost 
Squadron,’ ‘Symphony of Six Mill- 
ions,’ ‘Roar of Dragon,’ and other 
films costing considerably higher. 


Moderate Increases 

Kahane says the boosts will be 
moderate on average pictures, budg- 
eted at around $235,000 each. On 
stories showing better possibilities 
the bankroll allowance will be much 
fatter. 

Radio’s prexy is now having box- 
office figures on ‘Bird of Paradise’ 
assembled, to prove his contention 
that a heavy jack picture will pull. 
This film cost around $800,000. Some 
say more. 

Compilation will show grosses on 
‘Bird’ at RKO houses and the 
amount, if any, above averages and 
previous week’s gross. Excess gross 
will then be compared with the stu- 
dio cost of the picture to see how 
the RKO organizatilon as a whole 
comes out. 

Kahane Is Optimtstic 

Kahane is confident the statement 
will justify heavier budgets, in an 
attempt to produce pictures with 
grossing possibilities. 

Since arriving here, Kahane has 
eliminated two of three intended low 
cost pictures that were to have been 
filmed this year. ‘While these pic- 
tures might have shown a profit for 
Radio,’ he said, ‘they promised little 
boxoffice strength.’ 

‘With the 100-odd theatres in the 
RKO string, it’s good business to 
sacrifice some of the studio’s book 
income if the theatre end more than 
makes up the loss,’ he declares. 

Kahane will continue to make his 
headquarters in Hollywood, not re- 


| turning to New York until late in 











| the year. 
Rushing Harlo 
Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Metro is rushing production on 


‘Red Dust’ hoping to wash the pic- 
ture up by the middle of this week. 
Jean Harlow is starred. 

Studio plans to ship the edited 
picture east within the next two 


weeks for immediate retease. 
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Air’s Gross Check 





Commercial radio accounts 
to whom screen stars are sub- 
mitted now make it a practice 
of trying to check on the stars’ 
picture grosses before talking 
terms. Prior to this precau- 
tion, the networks also made 
an effort to obtain this info 
regarding the ‘name’ they may 
be trying to sell. 

In submitting Al Jolson to 
Chevrolet data on his film 
grosses, beginning with ‘Jazz 
Singer,’ were turned over to 
the prospect. CBS took simi- 
lar steps in offering the Marx 
Brothers to the same client. 


MARY'S BID FOR 
CAGNEY IRES WB 


Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 

With the Warner-James Cagney 
arbitration get together set for to- 
morrow (Tuesday) night, Mary 
Pickford, through her _ business 
manager, M. C. Levee, who is pres- 
ident of the Academy, has been ne- 
gotiating for Cagney to play lead 
opposite her in ‘Shanty Town,’ 
which move aroused the ire of War- 
ner Bros. and the Producers’ Asso- 
ciation. Levee says he was instruct- 
ed by Miss Pickford to open nego- 
tiations with Cagney and that he 
was following instructions accord- 
ingly. 

Miss Pickford, when told that 
Warners held a contract with Cag- 
ney which was now up as a matter 
for Academy arbitration, declared, 
‘Mary Pickford must look out for 
Mary Pickford as she is_ inde- 
pendent in the picture field and 
must get proper supporting play- 
ers for her productions.’ 














Jack Warner informed ‘Variety’ 
this morning that should Miss 
Pickford sign Cagney, injunction 


proceedings would be instituted as 
well as a damage suit. Though 
Miss Pickford is not a member of 
the producers association which, 
two weeks ago adopted a resolu- 
tion that members refrain from do- 
ing business with people who had 
violated contractual relationship 
with anyone in association, Fea- 
ture Productions, which is part of 
the United Artists group, is a mem- 
ber of the Producers Association 
and will demand she refrain from 
making any deal. 

Only point at issue, to be decided 
at this session, will be whether the 
player’s contract is still in force, 
as contended by the studio, or is 
non-existent as claimed by Cagney. 

Until this question is settled Cag- 
ney is barred from negotiating with 
any other company, under the pro- 
visions of the Producers’-Academy 
agreement. 

After the first session it was un- 
derstood that a tentative agreement 
had been reached between Cagney 
and Warner execs whereby he would 
resume his diputed contract at a 
salary boost that was to be allowed 
in the form of a bonus, but not 
written into the contract. 

Unable to agree on the amount of 
the bonus, it is said, the case was 
again split wide open. 








‘Stage ‘Crocus’ May Delay 


Lederer’s Radio Picture 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Although Radio is desirous of 
having Francis Lederer in a picture 


> 





on the current season’s program, 
|his scheduled appearance under a | 
run-of-show contract in ‘Autumn | 
| Crocus,’ which opens in New York} 
| Nov. 9, may delay his screen work | 
j} until next year. Run of the show | 
will determine his arrival here. 

| Studio denies RKO is backing the 


play. 


| tox 


KAH ANE FAVA nC Actors Move for Fight on Money 
Invested in Frank Joyce's Hotel 





Counsel has been retained in New 
York by actors with a view to 
pressing claims against Frank 
Joyce, Hollywood agent, as a result 
of stock which was sold them in a 
hotel company Joyce headed several 
years ago known as Greater Hotels 
of America, Inc. Joyce is now a 


member of the Hollywood agency of 
Joyce & Selznick. 

Charles J. Kemins, New York, 
who recently figured in prosecution 
of bucket shops, has been retained 
by a minority group of the stock- 
holders of the Jocye hotel project. 
This group is also urging other 
members of the profession, mostly 
vaudeville actors, who purchased 
stock in the Joyce company, to 
join in the legal steps now under 
way. 

The actor-stockholders are now 
scattered. Authorizations from them 
are being sought to have Kemins 
represent them along with the 
others who allege claims. 

Complaint to D. A. 


Retention of counsel grew out of 
a complaint made by a stockholder 
to the District Attorney’s office of 
New York County. The D. A.’s office 
advised that a lawyer be obtained. 

The stock of the Greater Hotels of 
America, Inc., of which Joyce was 
president, was issued in 1923. Com- 
pany was incorporated in New York 
state at $150,000, represented by 
common of $100,000 and preferred of 
$50,000. 

A total of around $20,000 is said 
to have been sold to actors, among 
them some well-known names in 
vaude. The chief asset of the com- 
pany was the Coolidge hotel, West 
47th street, which was sold to the 
then owners of the Stanley hotel 
across the street. 

In carrying out the sale, it is al- 
leged, Joyce obtained the approval 
of the actor-stockholders who now 
complain, persuading them to sign 


consents based on a promise by the. 


company that notes would be turned 
over for the benefit of stockholders. 
It is asserted neither these notes 
nor their equivalent were ever 
turned over as promised. 

Legally, it is held, Joyce was act- 
ing in a fiduciary capacity or as 
trustee for the stockholders. 

Later, Joyce went to Hollywood. 
Alice Joyce, the agent’s sister, James 
B. Regan, Jr., her husband, and 
Cliqord A. Storm were also officers 
in the hotel company. The Coolidge, 
according to a letter to stockholders 
in August, 1926, was under nego- 
tiation on a sale for $68,000. 

Lived Out His $1,000 

One of the stockholders, Dave 
Thursby, who held £1,000 worth, will 
not be involved in any action now to 
be taken against Joyce. He is said 
to have lived out his $1,000 at the 
Coolidge in defiance of Joyce, and 
refusing to pay rer.t. Another who 
isn't expected to authorize any legal 
steps is David Bender, last in vaude 
as Bender and Armstrong. He’s now 
said to be working for the Selznick 
& Joyce agency in Hollywood. 

Among some of the stockholders 
and the amount of stock they pur- 
chased are Roth and Shea, $2,000; 
Irving Newhoff, ©$1,500; Charles 
Senna, $1,000; Eddie Nelson, $1,000; 
Bernar Heer, $1,000; George Roth, 
$1,000; George Eisele, $1,000; Cissie 
Shotton, $700; Ernie Stanton, $500, 
and Harry Bender, $500. 

On a letterhead used by Joyce, 
when in the hotel business, he listed 
among other members of the pro- 
fession as stockholders Dick Roth, 
David Bender, Francis X. Donegan, 
Phil Baker, Hugh Herbert, Tom Nip, 


George Pierce, Mabel Martin, Bob 
Eddy, Billy Glason, Frank Walters, 
Jess Libonatti, Clauce Anderson, 
Lynn Cowan, Dave Thursby, Guy 
Dennery, Joe E] Bart, Tom Handers, 
Joe Mack, Frank Grace, Archie 
Hendricks, Frescott, George Libby, 
Pat Levolo, Tim O'Meara, Max Sil- 
ver, Bob Cook, Gertrude Oatman 
Rob Owens, Mrs. Allie O'Keefe, Mrs. 
Nan LeMaze and Robert J. Adams 
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McKee ‘No Censor’; To Ignore Blind 


Show Complaints; No Reform Wave 





There won't be a reform wave 
in New York City under the regime 
of Mayor Joseph V. McKee. The 
new chief magistrate, successor to 
James J. Walker 
tention, contrary to belief on Broad- 
way, ‘Variety’ has been informed. 

Theatrical people with interests 
in New York went into a panic over 
events of the past week. Numerous 
showmen saw indications of an im- 
pending reform wave in the new 
Mayor's drastic closing of two 42d 
street burlesque houses for alleg- 
edly indecent shows and the sud- 
den enforcement of buildings laws 
regulating theatre marquee hang- 
ings and front wall displays. The 
Broadway panic was caused not so 
much by the turn of events, but by 
the fact that everything happened 
at the very start of the new Mayor's 
tenure in office. 


Mayor McKee stated: ‘I am not 
being a censor of the theatre, but 
as long as I am in office there will 
be no filth on the stage.’ General 
presumption on Broadway was that 
that went for the rest of the amuse- 
ment business, including pictures, 
as well as burlesque. 


Since that statement was rather 
indefinite in showmen’s opinion, 
‘Variety’ sought to have the Mayor’s 
policy as regards theatre censor- 
ship clarified. A denial that a re- 
form wave impends was given. 


The Mayor, it was revealed, did 
not move to close the two bur- 
lesques on his own initiative, but 
the closing order was really moti- 
vated by the Police department. It 
was upon the police commissioner's 
recommendation that the Mayor or- 
dered License Commission Geraghty 
to revoke the Eltinge and Republic 
theatre permits. 


The Marquee Cleanup 


Responsibility for the order to 
Broadway picture theatres to re- 
move marquee displays and street 
hangings which were in violation of 
the law, was taken by the Manhat- 
tan superintendent of buildings, 
Sam Fassler. He told the news- 
papers that ‘When Broadway be- 
gins to resemble the Coney Island 
of Bowery days and overloaded 
marquees and poorly hung signs 
endanger the public, it’s time I 
stepped in.’ 


That the burlesque closings and 
enforcement of theatre display rules 
which had not been strictly lived 
up to previously both occurred at 
the same time, caused the reform 
wave scare. 

An order from the building de- 
partment that the marquee stunts 
were a violation and must stop was 
issued to the theatres two months 
ago, but nothing was done about it. 
What brought about Superintend- 
ent Fessler’s sudden. proclamation 
was not revealed, nor could a re- 
port that a formal complaint had 
been filed by a disgruntled employee 
of one of the major theatre cir- 
cuits be verified. 

Mayor McKee’s activities in di- 
recting the city affairs will not in- 
clude personal attention to censor- 
ship and censoring, the Mayor's 
office declared. Censorship will fol- 
low only when a theatre or show is 
complained of by an identified citi- 
zen. 

No anonymous complaints will be 
considered. Mayor MckKee's office 
has received 1,200 unsigned squawks 


has no such in- 
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Advance Retabes on ‘Rasputin’ to 
Hurry Ethel Barrymore East 
Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
With Ethel Barrymore scheduled 
to return to New York for a stage 
engagement within the next two 
weeks, Metro is filming retakes on 
Rasputin’ concurrently with the 
production of the picture. Retakes 
are in the nature of safety shots 
for Miss Barrymore’s scenes where 
it is thought changes in action and 
dialog might be necessary. 
‘Rasputin’ however, is still with- 
out an ending with Charles Mac- 
Arthur writing scenes just ahead of 
the camera. 


Summer Shutdown 
Plan Deprecated 


As Old Stuff—Hays 


Theatre shutdown plans are an 
old story at the Hays office. Each 
and every one has been rejected be- 
cause such a move is considered by 
the overseers as too risky and too 
costly. 

In the estimation of Haysians 
there isn’t a chance for the H. B. 
Franklin formula receiving any new 
treatment. Long before Franklin 
joined RWO that circuit, then spe- 
cializing in vaudeville, declared 
seasonal time-off on its own. 

Major trouble with shut-downs of 
any quantity is that all theatres 
can never be brought to the box- 
office moratorium point of view, it 
is declared. It is pointed out that 
houses which remain open get the 
business of the closed house and 
retain a good part of it. 

For a theatre of any size to dark- 
en, Haysites figure it takes a good 
six weeks of heavy advertising to 
get people back to its box office. 
There 1s a marked difference be- 
tween opening a new theatre and 
re-lighting an old one, says the 
Hays office. 


CLEIN WANTS NORMA, 

















JESSEL IN ‘WUNDERBAR’ 
Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
John Clein, indie producer, and 


Ivan Kahn, agent, left here to con- 
fer with George Jessel and Norma 
Talmadge, currently in St. Louis 
playing a vaude date, on a film pro- 
duction of the German original of 
‘Wunderbar’ with Jessel and Miss 
Talmadge starred. Jessel owns the 
picture rights to the play. 

During the past month, Jessel 
has tried to interest producers in 
the production. 





Par Ditches ‘No Man’ 
After Story Troubles 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
‘No Man Of Her Own’ has been 








from unknown sources in the past 


two weeks. None of them, it was 
stated, went further than the 
wastebasket, 





LeRoy’s Tonsils Shift 
Bacon On to ‘42d St.’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Lloyd Bacon, instead of Mervyn 
Le Roy, will direct ‘42d St.’ for War- 
ners. Production is expected to take 
six to eight weeks. 

Le Roy is in the Cedars of Le- 
banon hospital awaiting a_ tonsil 
operation. 





WB TAKES LARKIN AND PLAY 
Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Warner Brothers have taken ‘She 
Had to Say Yes,’ original by John 
Francis Larkin, New York play- 
wright. Larkin has been assigned 
to dialog his own story with Loretta 
Young and George Brent to play it. 


Larkin coauthored ‘Society Girl’ 
with Charles Beahan, which Fox 
took after it was produced on 
Broadway as a play. 


ditched by Paramount. Clark Gable, 
borrowed from Metro, was to have 
been teamed with Miriam Hopkins 
in this picture. 

Yarn has been a long 
consumer. Based on the novel, ‘No 
Bed Of Her Own,’ first treatment 
was tossed out by the Hays office 
as too torrid. Later washed version 
proved too tame. 

Freelance players engaged for the 
picture received two weeks’ salary 
with their dismissal. 


asperin 





Myron Selznick Is Sued 
On Father’s $2,000 Debt 


Angeles Sept. 26. 

Myron Selznick, Inc., has been 
{sued in Municipal Court by the Re- 
liable Cotlection Agency for $900 to 
collect on a judgment against Lewis 
J. Selznick, Myron’s father, for 
$2,000. Collectors served notice on 
the Myron Selznick company to hold 
all funds due L. J. 

It is charged that 
had $900 coming to 
son's firma but that it 
‘for the avency. 


Los 


Lewis Selznick 
him 
was not 
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Redecorating 





Minneapolis, Sept.. 26. 
Local showman, who papered 
his den with stock certificates 
of film companies, is now try- 
ing to figure how you get them 
| off the wall without tearing. 


SCREEN BLAMED 
FOR CHIS REP 














Chicago, Sept. 26. | 

Universal's ‘Okay, America’ was | 
banned in toto from the city of Chi- 
cago last week by order of the 
eensors. Reason given to exchange 
was that film held gun scenes and 
that this type of picture would 
positively not be permitted in Chi- 
cago. 

Henry Herbel in seeking to have 
the ban lifted argued that out of 
385 scenes in the picture, gunplay 
was used only in six scenes. Uni- 
versal hopes to get the picture 
through after objectionable scenes 
have been removed but it is not 
yet clear that they will succeed in 
doing so. 

Mayor Anton Cermak is very bit- 
ter toward films which show gang- 
sters or racketeers in action as he 
feels that the rest of the world 
immediately deduces that it must 
mean Chicago. Mayor’e recent 
European tour is understood to 
have incensed him against Holly- 
wood because of the impression of 
Chicago which he found widespread 
abroad. Cermak blames the screen 
rather than the press for further- 
ing the bad repute of Chicago. 


$7 HOLLYWOOD LINGO 
ACCORDING TO CUES 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 


With the recent influx of eastern 
executives, stage producers and 
Algonquin typewriters to pictures, 
the old timers are hearing a flock 
of new words, a great number of 
which are not understood in Holly- 
wood. 

Not that the words are foreign to 
anyone who has passed the eighth 
grade, but a great number of them, 
all multi-syllabled, have caused the 
old timers to scratch their heads 
and run for a thesaurus. 

One executive has been tripped up 
several times by his writers, who 
have sandwiched into their conver- 
sations several new expressions. 
However, he has fooled the Harvard 
boys by having a_ session with 
Webster, and now has the tough 
words, with their definitions, on a 
typewritten sheet of paper, which he 
keeps in his desk drawer. When 
talking to his staff, he sneaks looks 
at the sheet, and throws out a big 
word at the boys which has them 
walking around punch drunk. 

Producer’s list includes illusory, 
heterogeneous, surcease, ambiguous, 
vicarious, interjection, rhetoric, os- 
tentatious, nebulous, esoteric, pole- 
mic, diatribe, hypothecate, lanu- 
ginous, immethodical and frangible. 

In most cases, the producer’s list 
works out okay and manages to im- 
press his listeners. However, a 
great part of his working day is 
spent inventing conversation to fit 
around the words. 














Extra Work Slumps 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Placements of extras slumped a 
trifle last week with a total of 4,166 
day checks’ distributed. Muggy 
weather in the mornings was re- 
sponsible for many big sets being 
postponed. 

Paramount's ‘Evenings For Sale’ 
was the most consistent user of ex- 
tra talent, calling an average of 120 
people a day all week. 








‘Story Editing Just One 
Of Al Cohen’s Troubles 





Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
On the day Albert J. Cohen, for- 
mer story agent, succeeded Nan 
Cochran as story editor of Uni- 
versal, his wife brought suit for 


| 
Me , 
;} divorcee against him naming Corliss 
)P almer, estranged wife of Eugene 
| V. Brewster, as corespondent. 

| Mrs. Cohen also filed a $100,000 
jalienation suit against Miss Palmer. 





| abi indoned 
|} back on their 


COPS BACK ON BEAT 


Economy Zero — Directors 


| Jaffe’s 
Must Shun P.A.’s 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 


Sam Jaffc’'s first attempt at econ- 
omy on the Radio lot has gone for 
nought. Unable to see why uni- 


| formed policemen should be engaged 
to keep visitors off the sets, he had 
the eops fired, and ordered assistant 
directors to do the work. 

After trying the idea for a week, 
| it was found that by having a union 
| man kee ping watch on the door, an- 
other = had to be engaged in his 
place. $s assistant directors draw 
| more Bhar than cops, the plan was 
and the policemen go 
jobs. 

With the change also went forth 
Jaffe edict that on no condition 
must any person interrupt a direc- 
tor on the set. This is aimed par- 
ticularly ac iach side men. 


Darby Draf ted 
To Prosecute in 


U.S. Vs. Patents 


The Covernment has’ drafted 
Samuel E. Darby, Jr., from a civil 
patent law practise to prosecute its 
suits on Clayton and Sherman mo- 
nopolistic and anti-trust charges 
against the electrics when it comes 
up for hearing in Wilmington, Del., 
Oct. 10. 

Entire patent situation will be 
aired, It embraces patents govern- 
ing the amusement business includ- 
ing soundfilm, broadcasting and 
phonograph recording. Govern- 
mental action was filed in the spring 
of 1931, azainst the alleged patents’ 
trust. 

Government’s suit is the biggest 
anti-trust action filed by the U.S. 
since the breakup of the Standard 
oil combine some years back. Com- 
panies involved in the actions in- 
clude A.T. & T., General Electric, 
Western’ Electric, Westinghouse, 
ERPI, Radio Corp. of America, and 
the latter’s musical accessory and 
radio manufacturing subsids, in- 
cluding RCA Victor, also General 
Motors Radio Corp. 

Darby counselled DeForest Radio 
in the suit which the latter won 
against Radio Corp., on the ground 
of a Clayton Law violation. As 
prosecutor he will act as special as- 
sistant to the U. S. Attorney Gen- 
eral, 

Darby, coincidentally, represents 
the three plaintiffs, Stanley The- 
atres, G.T.P. and Duovac Radio in 
the latter’s private suit against 
A.T. & T., W. E., and ERPI, al- 
leging restraint of trade under the 
government anti-trust laws. It was 
he who represented G.T.P. (De- 
Forest Phonofilm) in its original 
suit on the Ries patent infringe- 
ment against W.E. and ERPI. 








Conway Seeks Damages 
As Sequel to Plasters 


Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 

Damage suit for $4,000 has been 
brought by Jack Conway, Metro 
director, against the Union Indem- 
nity Co. which had put up a bond 
for that amount in 1929 when Lloyd 
Products Co. sued Conway and at- 
tached his car, real estate and bank 
account. 

Subsequently the Lloyd company 
lost the suit and went into bank- 
ruptey and now Conway contends 
that he was damaged because of 
the loss of his car for a month and 
the tying up of property. 





Irene’s New Paper 


Hoilywood, Sept. 26. 

Though her contract Is not up 
until November, Irene Dunne and 
Radio are conferring on a new 
agreement. Believed the outcome 
of ‘Back Street’ which Miss Dunne 
made for U. 

Player has been on the 
for two years. 


Karen Morley-‘Flesh’ 


Radio lot 





Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
After testing 20 different possibil- 
ities, isis has awarded the femi- 
nine lead in ‘Flesh’ to Karen Mor 
ley. Picture goes into production 


Wallace 
also in 


with 
Cortez 


(Tuesday ) 
Ricardo 


tomorrow 
Beery and 
the cast. 


F-WC PUTS HALT 
TO SPOKANE’S 
PRESS PASSES 


Seattle, Sept. 26. 

What appears to have been the 
most drastic contract in the country 
for free show passes to newspaper- 
men has been broken. This refers 
to the situation in Spokane. 

Fox West Coast theatres in Spo- 
kane, after quite a battle and many 
conferences, have just emerged with 
an advertising contract with the 
Spokane ‘Chronicle’ and the 
‘Spokesman-Review,’ the town’s 
main papers, wherein there is no 
provision for free passes. ens 

A year ago RKO tried:to break. off 
the old system there but failed. Pro- 
vision in FWC ad contract ran as 
follows: “The Fox theatre agrees to 
furnish the Spokesman-Review 
eight single tickets each day of 
which at least four are to be used 
at afternoon performances and four 
for the evening performances, ex- 
cept Sunday, when only two are to 
be used for the evening perform- 
ance and six in the afternoon. Also 
to furnish two tickets for W. H. 
Cowles (owner of the two papers) 
or members of his family and two 
tickets for J. F. Young, or members 
of his family, whenever requested 
by them. Same to be good for any 
seats except the regular loges and 
to be exchangeable for loges when 
the difference in price is paid.’ The 
‘Chronicle’ had a similar clause. 

New contracts, expiring Sept. 3, 
1933, have no provision for any 
tickets. Pass situation had been in 
effect in Spokane for some 10 or 12 
years. 

Terry McDaniel, backed up by 
Frank Newman, n. w. div. megr., és 
credited with putting an end to the 
pass headache. 

When ‘Grand Hotel’ was ueaiont in 
Spokane the two papers used $300 
worth of admissions in passes. The 
Fox theatre was powerless to — 
out the deadheads. 


PAY LESS, JOBS TOUCH 
TO GET ABROAD-GARON 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
It’s tougher to get picture work 
in England and France than in Hole 
lywood, and the pay check is smalle 
er, according to Pauline Garon, who 











has returned here after 15 months 
abroad, : 
She advises’ the unemployed 


players here to forego the urge for 
screen work in England or on the 
continent, just because Sidney Fox, 
Adolphe Menjou, Gloria Swanson, 
Anna May Wong, Corinne Griffith 
and others were given foreign as- 
signments, 

While abroad, Miss Garon made 
two French versions for Paramount, 
and two pictures for independent 
companies in Paris. 


Mary Duncan Sues to 
Break with Her Manager 


Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 

Mary Duncan has brought’ an 
action in Superior Court against 
Freddie Fralick, her manager, ask- 
ing for declaratory relief in adjud@i- 
cating her contract with the agent. 
Actress says she notified him Aug. 
2 that she had discharged him, but 
that he contends the contract is 
still in effect. 

Complaint alleges that Fralick 
violated the state private employ- 
ment agency law by failing to keep 
a register of people he represented, 
and issuing to Miss Duncan a cone 


tract not approved by the state 
labor commission; therefore, she 
claims the agreement, made in 
March, 


is void. 


Satirical Travelog by 
Par with Gary Cooper 


Hollywood, Sept. 26 


Walter Futter has a deal on with 
Paramount to assemble a siatirical 
African travelog”§ starring Gary 


Cooper to take the place of either 
Safari’ or ‘Lives of Bengal Lancer.’ 


Cooper took a lot of stuff while he 
was in Africa last year, and Par- 
amount wants Futter to add some 


of his African footage to round ont 
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MOVE FOR ONE EXHIB BODY 





PAR PUB.-ADV. 
TO COAST 
REVIVED 


The Paramount idea of concen- 
trating its publicity and advertis- 
ing headquarters on the Coast is 
reported (‘up again, Plan was prof- 
fered earlier this summer but after 
virtually being accepted was re- 
jected at the last moment. 

With Sam Katz believed to be 
coming east next month, this time 
for a prolonged stay, and with 
Arthur Mayer currently at the 
studio, information is that Mayer 
may stay west to direct all ai and 
publicity work from that point 
while also acting as Katz's per- 
sonal representative’ there. The 
switch would be one of locale rather 
than duty for Mayer. Latter’s for- 
mer theatre experience (he was in 
the middle-west for Publix) is 
deemed a factor in the studio con- 
sideration for Mayer. 

If this arrangement is given a 
final okay it is expected that either 
Jack Hess or Bill Hollander will 
assume charge of P-P’s publicity- 
ad phase in New York. This wouid 
mean a transfer from Chicago in 
Hollander’s case. He was publicity 
director for Balaban & Katz and is 
etill with B. & K. 

Further plans are said to call for 
Lynn fFarnol, recently with Sam 
Goldwyn, to step into Charlie Mc- 
Carthy’s spot. McCarthy was for- 
merly eastern publicity head for 
Paramount. He has filed suit 
against the organization for arrears 
im salary, having consistently re- 
fused the salary cuts invoked by 
P-P. His contract has about two 
years to ge. 

An addition to the Publix pub- 
licity end is Ben Serkowich who re- 
turns to Chicago for B. & K. Serko- 
wich was recently with RKO having 
gone there from Publix after orig- 
inally being with B. & K. 


ITS ALL JAKE 
AGAIN AT MGM 


Hollywood, Sept. 26, 


When the Metro eastern heads left 
for New York last week, perfect 
harmony had been established again 
between eastern and western heads. 
This followed a five-day conference 
On product and studio policies be- 
tween Nick Schenck, J. Robert Ru- 
bin, Irving Thalberg and Louis B. 
Ma er. 

Thalberg told the N. Y. execs that 
class product could not be slashed 
on the budget sheets and that there 
was no studio intent toward mak- 
ing expensive pictures. He con- 
Vinced the eastern heads that 
&kimping costs would not help the 
Situation and in the future produc- 
tion figures will be decided by Mayer 
and himself 





Serkowich as Doc 


Ben Serkowich left New York 
Thursday (22) for a special assign- 
ment with Publix-Balaban & Katz 
in Chicago and Detroit. His head- 
quarters will be in Chi, with the job 
created especially for Serkowich in 
the B. & K. home office there. 

He will act as a doctor for ill 
houses, his first jobs being the 
Vivoli and Uptown. Works in con- 
junction with Archie Herzof. 


Returns from Confab 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Frank O'Heron, vice-president in 
charge of operations at Radio, re- 
turned to the studio Saturday (24) 
from Kansas City. 
Exec was in K. C. for a meeting 
ot RKO theatre auditors 





+ 


WB-PUBLIX DEAL 


Accord For Product Reached— 
Franchises Cancelled 


After two months’ negotiations, 
WB has closed a product deal with 
Publix for 1932-'33. It is a 100% 
buy of WB-FN in all Publix situa- 
tions with exception of a few iso- 
lated cases where Publix is in con- 
flict with Warners’ own theatres. 

From now on, WB and Publix will 
work out new product deals each 
year, with the franchise system no 
longer in force. WB, on its own 
initiative, cancelled the existing 
franchises in Publix towns this sea- 
son asking for a new deal. 


SMALL-GOETZ 
UA PRODUCERS 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Joseph M. Schenck has closed a 
deal with Edward Small and Harry 
Goetz to make two pictures for the 
United Artists program. 

One is ‘I Cover the Waterfront’ 
while the other is ‘If Christ Came to 
Chicago.’ Latter title attracted 
world wide attention a quarter cen- 
tury ago when first used by Jos. M. 
Stead, London publicist, on a se- 
ries of articles. 

Productions will be financed by 
Art Cinema, subsidiary of U.A. Pic- 
tures being figured to cost around 
$350,000 each. 











Par Settles in Full 
Chas. McCarthy’s Claim 
Of Arrears in Salary 


A precedent ia the matter of ex- 
ecutives who, despite contracts, 
have had salary cuts forced upon 
them without their consent, may 
have been established by Paramount 
last week settling in full the sal- 


ary arrears claimed by Charles 


McCarthy. 

Former publicity and advertising 
head for Paramount filed suit for 
$1,750, alleging same to have been 
deducted from his salary following 
an organization pay cut last Feb- 
ruary. Instead of filing an answer 
Par sent a check for the full amount 
to McCarthy’s attorney, Nathan 
Burkan, 


At Burkan’s office it is maintained 
that this action is not the forerun- 
ner to settling McCarthy’s contract, 
which is not up until late in 1934. 
McCarthy has been advised to re- 
port at his desk each day and be 
available even though Paramount 
during the past summer deprived 
him of virtually all duties. 


O’REILLY REPPING BIZ 
DEM. NAT’L CAMPAIGN 








Although Charles Pettijohn, Hays | 


attorney, is on the train with Gov. 
Roosevelt, Charles O'Reilly, head of 


the TOCC will supervise all details 
of the industry’s part in the Demo- 
cratic National Campaign. 

O'Reilly, following his appoint- 
ment, moves over this week to 
Biltmore quarters for the rest of the 
campaign. 


Thau-Feist, Jr., Back 


Benny Thau and Felix Feist, Jr., 
return this week from their pro- 
longed trip abroad in search of tal- 
ent and material for Metro. Thau, 
who was casting head when he left 
the studio, took his own cameraman 
across with him to insure the tests 
he might make, 


It is expected that Thau_ will 


spend some time in New York be-'! 


fore returning to the Coast 











ECHO ON MPTOA 
AND ALLIED PACT 


—<$<_.. 


Reported Retaliatory Plan 
If Exhib Outfits Actually 
Launch Effort for Federal 
Control—Think Members 
Would Turn On Own 
Execs, but Figure Distribs 
Will Listen 


GOV’T AS WHIP? 





Another exhibitor battle may be 
in inception as the result of the 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America-Allied Exhibitors pact ad- 
vocating Federal control of the in- 
dustry. 

Within the strongest indie unit 
ranks, which long have been di- 
vorced from national associations, 
there is a movement which would 
establish one country-wide organi- 
zation of boxoffice man-power and 
dissolve, what is termed, bodies 
which have been and are dependent 
upon the vagaries of strategy. In- 
dications now are that if the Fed- 
eral move becomes a fact affiliated 
theatres may transfer their financial 
support. 

Spokesmen for affiliated theatres, 
which for a long time have been 
known within the trade to be the 
money backbone of the MPTOA, 
claim that when M. A. Lightman 
agreed with Abram S. Myers to 
seek Congressional regulation of 
the industry, he did so without 
their knowledge. This move has 
not yet been presented to the 
MPTOA’s directorate on which the 
distributor controlled houses are 
represented. 

That Lightman pulled a surprise 
move but was not sold a bill of 
goods in Chicago by Allied is be- 
lieved by these affiliated represen- 
tatives. Neutral indie leaders re- 
fuse to accept this theory and con- 
tinue to place credence in reports 
that Lightman bolted. 

Lightman is also credited in high 
film circles with skilful maneuver- 
ing of the rival organization into 
almost an exact parallel with the 
policies of his own association, the 
MPTOA. 

It is being pointed out that where 
Allied wanted the Hays Organiza- 
tion disbanded, all protection elim- 
inated and producers divorced from 
every boxoffice, Lightman, accord- 
ing to the record, has narrowed 
this down to a standard exhibition 
contract, modified protection, selec- 
tive bookings and a thorough un- 
derstanding with distributors on 
exclusive run policies. 

Federal Control as Whip 

Concession of the MPTOA to 
Allied’s most persistent demand for 
Federal control of the industry is 
being deemed by film men a whip; 
a threat by which distributors 
are obviously intended to be fright- 
ened into listening to the other de- 
mands of the indie organizations’ 
mixed committee. That the power 
of this threat will bring this about, 
and to serve its presumed purpose, 
is given credence within the trade. 

Distributors and neutral indie 
leaders seem confident, however, 
that this whip will noé be used. The 
feeling is that members in both 
organizations, who were not pre- 
informed of what would be brought 
up among the handful of leaders 
in Chicago, would turn on their 
own chieftains were the Federal in- 
tention to be launched. 

Already, some distribs are per- 
mitting to seep out propaganda that 
the less said about Government 
regulation the better for the indie 
groups. It is being pointed out that if 
the mixed committee stays away 
from firecrackers and concentrates 
on the original purpose of the meet- 
ing—drawing up a standard ex- 
hibition contract—there is every 
possibility that the distribution side 
of the industry will listen to reason. 





On the other hand, certain of the | 
stronger units of the MPTOA are} 
' Thursday (29) in Washington. 1D 


reported so wrought up over the 








WB ECONOMY 


Dancers for ‘42nd Street’ Used 
Between Steps in Other Films 





Hollywood, Sept. 26. 


a troupe of 67 girls on the 
for “49nd Street’, 


Having 
payroll as dancers 


Warners is also using them in all 


other pictures requiring femme bit 
players. Studio does not intend 
hiring actresses for bits as long as 
the dancers are around. 

Studio has been taking girls from 
the chorus and shifting them to 
other companies. It breaks up re- 
hearsals but it’s a money saver for 
talent. 


A. J. BALABAN 
TO BE ACTIVE? 





A. J. BJaban was due in New 
York yesterday (Monday) from 
Boston, it being understood that 
Publix is overturing him to actively 
return to show business. Elder of 
the Balaban brothers has been re- 
siding abroad. He recently returned 
after a previous trip over here 
earlier in the summer, 

Business proposition before Bala- 
ban is understood to be that he re- 
turn to Chicago and assume charge 
of the Balaban & Katz circuit, the 
theatre chain which he was instru- 
mental in founding and guiding to 
its present position. If he accepts 
it will mark a business resumption 
for Balaban after a_two-years’ 
lapse. 


Thalberg Unburdens 
Himself Via Hawks 








Culver City, Sept. 26. 

In realigning the  procuction 
forces at Metro, and to relieve him- 
self of considerable burden, irving 
Thalberg is assigning Howard 
Hawks and Sidney Franklin, direc- 
tors, to supervisory powers. 

Both men will continue to direct 
pictures in addition to handling four 
productions a year, 

At the time Hawks, who is Thal- 
berg’s brother-in-law, joined Metro 


come the latter’s chief aid. His 
new duties may shortly bring him 
to that position. 


INDIE PRODUCERS AS 
GOOD-TIME CHARLIES 


Independent producers are now 
the lavish entertainers of the east. 
With the release of their best fea- 
tures the indies are staging parties 
for reviewers, and a lot of others. 
Major companies haven't dined the 
boys in New York for the past two 
years, with the possible exception 





a wise-up affair for the out-of-town 
scriveners. 


Thomas, head of First Division 
staged on the liner ‘Augustus’, Ray 
Johnson, chief of Monogram, tossed | 
a feed in the Chanin building. 

Other indie heads are planning 
affairs as their pictures come along. 
The better indies are getting men- 
tion in the met dailies now where 
only a few months ago the by-line 
boys and girls gave them the com- 
plete snub. 





position their organization is placed 
in through immediate contacts with 
the rival Allied, despite no physical 
consolidation of the two, that they 


formation, is in the hands of neu- 
tral exhib leaders who 


national indie body. 
Next session of the mixed com- 





mittee of 11 delegates of the two 
organizations is scheduled for this 


it was figured that he would be- | 


of Paramount, and that was strictly | 


are ready to withdraw. This in- | > 


. . ! 
maintain | 
that now is the time for one strong | 


DONT BRING IN 
THE GOVT. IS 
WARNING 





| Warnings not to be scatter- 


brained or be led, through senti- 


ment or prejudice, to lend support 


to anything which might make their 
conditions worse, are being quietly 
but effectively disseminated among 
the independent exhibitors by pro- 
ducers’ representatives. 

The campaign is aimed specific- 
ally at all moves which would tend 
to place the industry on record as 
favoring Fedural or State regula- 
tion of the industry. 

The one accomplishment which, 
opponents concede Federal rule 
could achieve is that it would re- 
strict and reduce competition in the 
industry. 

F. T. C. Is Slow 

On the other hand, it is being 
pointed out, it would not be long 
before filmdom would become an 
antiquated industry. Right now, 
they claim, the Federal Trade Com- 
mission is 18 months behind in its 
schedule of business. This is cited 
to indicate what would happen if 
the commission were now the gov- 
erning body of the industry. 

If filmdom had to wait nearly 
two years for a decision on every 
issue, independents would be hit 
just as hard as the major compa- 
nies. This one thought constitutes 
the theme song of the anti-Fed- 
eral campaign. 

Along the same line of thought 
|}is the expression that the govern- 
mental representatives, unversed in 
intricate trade. practices, would be 
incompetent to regulate the indus- 
try. The case of the American 
railroads, since they have been un- 


e 
Franklin as Supes der Government rule, is being cited 


for those in the industry who ques- 
tion the wisdom of the campaign. 


LASKY TO SUE 
PAR; PROD. 
2 FOR UA 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Suit charging Paramount with 
breach of contract is being prepared 
by Jesse L. Lasky through his at- 
torney, Loyd Wright, and is expect- 
ed to be filed early this week in Su- 
perior court. 

United Artists is understood to be 
ready to sign with Lasky for two 
pictures on its coming season's pro- 
gram. Gilbert Miller, Hector Turn- 
bull and Ned Marin are said to be 
associated with him, 


Kent Starts East 

















Following the party which Harry | 


| Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
| Last minute change in plans took 
S. R. Kent back to New York Sat- 
urday (24) instead of his intended 
departure tomorrow (Tuesday). 
Kent will return here about the 
middle of November unless he finds 
it necessary to go to Europe. It is 
his intention to visit the studio 
every six or seven weeks, remaining 
here for two weeks for conferences 
and planning. 





_ Laemmle Going Abroad 
Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

| Carl Laemmle leaves Oct. 2 for 
‘ew York, whence he will spend 
| three weeks before sailing for a 
month’s stay in Europe. He will 


reach Germany in time te greet Dr. 
| Arnold Fank’s expedition, which has 
been in Greenland making ‘S.O.S. 


Iceberg.’ 
Laemimile, Jr may accompany his 
is New York, 


| wher as i! 
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N. Y. Film Ballys 


New York Mayor's office got after 
Broadway film houses on the matter 
of ballyhoo last Tuesday (20) with 
the result that marquee displays on 
the Mayfair, Globe and State the- 
atres were ordered taken down im- 
mediately. Some discussion as to 
whether the new front for the Rivoli 
would be passed for opening day 
Wednesday (21) on the new Fair- 
banks film, but it vas okayed at the 
last minute. 

Friday afternoon (23) the De- 
partment ef Construction went a 
step further by issuing a letter to 
all theatres on Broadway, legit and 
film included, to the effect that any 
theatre display that bulges ever so 
slightly over the building line would 
be forcibly removed by the city 
wrecking crew on Monday (26). 

Trouble has been brewing for 
some time. Four weeks ago repre- 
sentatives of all theatres on Broad- 
way were callea in and asked to 
tone down their ballyhoo. Theatres 
at that tim2 signed an agreement 
not to put combustible materials of 
any sort on or over their marquees; 
to do away with hanging drapes of 
any sort, and to avoid any sort of 
ballyhoo that would bring displays 
over the building line onto the side- 
walk. At the same time a rider was 
added to the resolution which stipu- 
lated that on any picture for which 
theatre men desired special stunts 
these might be used for marquee 
display, but would have to be drawn 
up in advance and submitted for 
approval to the police department. 

RKO Mayfair theatre is under- 
stood to have followed this provision 
on a special front for ‘Bird of Para- 
dise’ but according to the building 
department carried its plan fur- 
ther than the proposition submitted 
and approved. Theatre had submit- 
ted a plan for a 10-foot high minia- 
ture of a volcano, but, the Mayor’s 
office claims, built one, two or three 
times that big. 

Feeling on Broadway is that en- 
tire rumpus currently is in conjunc- 
tion with the Mayor’s desire to do 
away with the burlesque houses, 
ana that a general cleaning up of 
the Coney Island atmosphere of 
Broadway is part of the campaign, 


OVER 1,600 ASK 
FAM FOR UNIT 
MGR. JOBS 


Show business’ army of unem- 
ployed white collar workers is evi- 
denced in the more than 1,600 ap- 
plications on file at Fanchon & 
Marco’s from those who seek jobs 
as road managers with F-M units. 

Type of applicant runs the gamut 
of show biz from actor to former 
execs and many who hitherto have 
been only on the very fringe of the 
show world. Many have sponsors 
and these vary from high ranking 
officers in picture companies to legit 
producers and name acts. 

All the applicants, regardless of 
former occupation, figure themselves 
eligible to handle a road show. Many 
are former legit p.a.’s and road 
managers. There are some names 
from the circus and outdoor field. 
Others are from newspapers and 
film studios. 


L. A. to N. Y 


Paul Ash. 

Joe E. Brown. 

Roland Brown, 
Emanuel Cohen. 

Gary Cooper. 

Edward Everett Horton. 
Cy Kahn. 

Sidney R. Kent. 

Dave Marshall, 

Bruce McFarlane. 
Carroll Peacock. 
Howard Phillips. 

Moe Sackin. 

Edward Woods. 

Tenny Wright. 

Jack Schallert. 

Vicomte Alain de Leche. 


N. Y. to L. A 
Sam Priskin 
Nacio Herb Brown. 
Dick Whiting. 
Nunally Johnson. 











De-Coney Islandizing’ Campaign 





1st Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 


Qut as Part of 





Week Sept. 30 
Paramount—‘Phantom Pres- 








ident’ (Par). 
Capitol — ‘Pack Up Your 
Troubles’ (Metro). 
Strand—‘Cabin in the Cot- 


STRATOSPHERE PIC 


ton’ (FN) (29). 








Mayfair—Bill of Divorce- 
Universal After U. S. Rights to Prof. ment’ (Radio). 
Piccard’s Altitudinous Film Rivoli — ‘Robinson Crusoe’ 
(UA) (2nd week). 
Winter Garden — ‘Tiger 


Universal is dickering for the U. 
S. rights to 1,500 meters of film 
(about five reels) shot by Prof. Pic- 
ecard in his balloon last time he 
made an ascent into the strato- 
sphere. U already has the rights 
for all Europe on the nim and is 
preparing it for release on that side. 
From a trade standpoint there is 
considerable interest in the footage 
as a basis of the first notion on how 
a camera works so high in the air. 
Piccard took an ordinary motion 


Shark’ (WB) (2nd week). 
Rialto—‘Movie Crazy’ (Par) 
(3rd week). 
Roxy—‘Chandu’ (Fox) (29). 





Week Oct. 7 


Paramount—‘Phantom Pres- 
ident’ (Par) (2nd week). 

Capitol—‘Downstairs’ (Met- 
ro). 

Strand—‘Cabin in the Cot- 
ton’ (FN) (2nd week). 

Mayfair — ‘Bill of Divorce- 
ment’ (Radio) (2nd week). 


picture camera with him and oper- Rivoli — ‘Robinson Crusoe’ 
ated it himself throughout his: sci- (UA) (3rd week). 
entific ascent. inter Garden — ‘Tiger 


Shark’ (UA) (3rd week), 











r) ? Rialto—‘Movie Crazy’ (Par) 
; $2 Pictures 
Radio and Paramount have come ‘Strange Interlude’ (Metro) 


(Astor) (6th week). 

‘Maedchen in Uniform’ (Os- 
wald) (German) (Criterion) 
(2nd week). 


to an amicable agreement on ‘To- 
paze,’ French play which Radio has 
scheduled for quick production 
with Lionel Barrymore. 

Paramount made the film in 
French in Joinville and has the 
French dialog rights. Company will 
also distribute the film in South 
America in French with Spanish 
super-imposed titles, but will not ‘Louise, Queen of Prussia’ 
interfere with the Radio picture’s (Porten) (German) (Europa) 
distribution elsewhere of the pro- (4). 

duction in English. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


American electrics, after months of patent research, are confident they 
can virtually stop William Fox’s American Tri-Ergon suit against the 
film industry. According to attorneys, RCA Photophone has secured 
from the U. S. Patent Department an admission of error in the filing of 


patents on the projection flywheel, which is one of the pillars of the Fox 
action. 


It is reported that the Tri-Ergon and Cawley patents on the flywheel 
were filed the same year and that Cawley (Photophone) was the first to 
make application for the patent right. Photophone, armed with affi- 
davits to this effect, is now entering a counter claim of its own to the 
Fox suit. 


If the court does not sustain Photophone’s claim for Cawley, then the 
American electrics are prepared to show that as early as 1887 a patent 
for a motion picture flywheel was granted and that the U. S. Patents 
Examiner failed to cite this patent against either Cawley or Tri-Ergon. 





Forelgn Films 
‘Le Bal’ (Deval) (French) 
(Little Carnegie) (27). 
‘Gitta Entdeckt Ihr Herz’ 
(German) (Hindenberg) (29). 























George Cohan’s burn against Hollywood began almost the day he ar- 
rived at Paramount to make ‘The Phantom President,’ It started when 
Cohan attempted to drive his car on the lot, and was told by an assis- 
tant director that only ‘big and important stars’ were allowed such a 
privilege. It didn’t help that the following day a doorman halted him at 
the studio gate saying he couldn’t enter without a pass. 

‘Later, some of the dialog Cohan wrote for the picture was rewritten. 
This put the actor-producer in an uproar, with the front office execs ex- 
plaining to him that due to the different technique between pictures and 
plays, the long sides as he had written could not effectively be used. An- 
other element of rebellion was occasioned by night work, although it is 
said that the overtime was agreed to by Cohan when it was explained 
that in no other way could the picture be completed by Sept. 1, a closing 
date arbitrarily set by him. 





Bradder & Pollock theatre subsid of RKO, around 12 houses, located 
mostly in New Jersey, may be turned over to Skouras Brothers under 
a leasing arrangement. Only point of contention in the proposed deal 
looms around Skouras’ possible taking over of the RKO-Pickwick in 
Greenwich, Conn. 
Discussions have been on for some time but getting closer to a deal 
with RKO holding out for the deal to include the Pickwick which the 
Skouras boys don’t like assuming. Skouras now operate in Port Chester, 
across the state line, only three miles from Greenwich, and the two spots 
are pretty close competitors. 

It’s likely one of the spots may shut down if the Skourases take the 
Pickwick, thus shoving all product into only one of the two locations. 





Hays headquarters is talking about moving again. While Haysites 
would favor a Radio City address they declare that when the move is 
made it will likely be to such neutral territory as the Empire building. 
Had the policy of being completely dissociated from any member-com- 
pany not always been in effect the last Hays move would probably have 
been to the Paramount building. 

, 





An instance of changing black to red with no gain other than keeping 
an opposition house dark, is seen in the situation at El Centro, Imperial 
Valley, Calif. 

The Imperial, a Fox house, had been operating profitably up to about 
a year ago, when the United Artists theatre was built. To ward off the 
splitting of business, the Fox New York office bought up the U. A. prod- 
uct and took all responsibility for the U. A. theatre, 

Policy was to prevent the house’s opening, and make El Centro de- 
pendent upon the Imperial for its picture entertainment. So, for one year 
the U. A, house has been dark; overhead and fixed charges have been 
taken care of by Fox, and, despite good business at the Imperial, with 
no opposition, the house is in red, 





3en Frank, promoted te succeed his father, Abe Frank, as general 
manager of the Ambassador hotel, Los Angeles, is probably better known 


(Continued on page 48) 








Hollywood 





weekly ‘Variety.’ 











department. 


Briefly rewritten extracts from ‘Variety’s’ Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 





Script Completed 
Script of Charles R. Rogers’ ‘Bil- 
lion Dollar Scandal’ has been com- 
pleted by C,. Graham Baker and 
Gene Towne, 





Hobart’s Assignments 
Henry Hobart will supervise ‘In 
for a Penny’ and ‘Bodyguard’ for 
his first assignments as a Para- 
mount associate producer, 





Levino Readying ‘Pecos’ 
Zane Grey’s ‘West of Pecos’ is 
being readied by Albert Shelby Le- 
vino for. William Sistrom, who will 
make it for World Wide. 





Frank Howard Clark, horse opera 
scenario specialist, at Par with a 
writing termer. 





Hume Thru at Par 
After working with the army of 
writers on Par’s ‘King of the 
Jungle,’ Cyril Hume has left that 
studio after six months there. 





Pic Off, Brown East 
Following the shelving of ‘Wild 
Party’ by Metro, Roland Brown, 
who was to adapt and dialog, has 
gone east for a vacation. He may 
continue on abroad, 





Parrott Ill, Mines Megs 
Iliness of James Parrott has given 
the meg assignment on the Roach 
comedy, ‘Fallen Arches,’ starring 
Charles Chase, to George Mines, 





Star Exchange Deal 
With Robert Montgomery loaned 
to Paramount for ‘In For a Penny,’ 
Metro now wants Jack Oakie for 
‘Pig Boats.’ Deal between two 
studios is under way. 





Stuart, Gordon Dialoging 
Donaid Ogden Stuart is dialoging 
‘White Sister,’ and Leon Gordon has 
a similar assignment on ‘Son- 
Daughter,’ both at Metro. 





White on ‘Jungle’ 
Jules White’s experience on ani- 
mal comedies at Educational has 
won him an assignment on Para- 
mount’s ‘King of the Jungle’ as 
technical advisor. 





Test Long Tack Sam 
Long Tack Sam, in the ‘Rain’ pro- 
log at the Chinese, and his two 
daughters are being tested by Metro 
for ‘Son Daughter.’ 





Frank Clark’s Termer 
Paramount gives Frank Howard 
Clark a termer to write westerns, 





Brower on Serial 
Otto Brower is directing Nat 
Levine’s third serial, ‘The Devil 
Horse,’ producing at Vec-Art, 





Voice Change for ‘Panther’ 
Margaret Fitzpatrick, whose name 
was changed to Gail Patrick, is now 
undergoing a voice change at Para- 
mount. Winner of the Birmingham, 
Ala., ‘Panther Girl’ contest is trying 
to shade down the Southern drawl. 


Scripts and Edits 
Fred Aiien is now working on the 
script of Paramount’s ‘Wild Horse 
Mcsa’ in a dual capacity, whereby 
he also will edit the film. 


Hoffman Back at Met 
M. H. Hoffman, whose contract 
with the Pathe studio calls. only for 
the production of his Hoot Gibson 
and Classic pictures on that lot, 
moves back to Metropolitan to make 
‘Guilty or Not Guilty.’ 








Lay Low on Holman 
Phil Goldstone has bought Wilson 
Collison’s ‘Sing, You Singer,’ which 
has a Libby Holman slant. Latter, 
however, will not be referred to or 
exploited. 


Healey Casting Animals 
Pat Healey has’ opened. the 
Central Animal Casting bureau at 
Tec-Art to furnish dumb beasts to 
the studios. 





Service Poem for Serial 
Robert W. Service’s poem, ‘Clancy 
of the Mounted,’ has been purchased 
by Universal for $3,500, for produc- 
tion as a serial under the title, ‘Men 
of the Mounted.’ 


Tent Show Blocked 
Creighton Hale was turned down 
by the Culver City planning com- 
mission on his application for a tent 
show permit in the Los Angeles 
suburb. 








Tom Mix Starts 
Tom Mix started today (Monday) 
on ‘Oh, Promise Me,’ first western 
of his new Universal series. 





Howard Assigned 
William K. Howard’s 
signment for Fox is ‘Marie Gallant, 
to be made after director and his 
wife take a three-month vacation 
in Europe. They leave when How- 
ard finishes ‘Sherlock Holmes.’ 


next Aas- 





Producing ‘Wildheart’ 
‘Wildheart,’ adapted from Albert 
Payson Terhune’s ‘False Colors,’ 
wili be produced by Nat Levine with 
Rin-Tin-Tin, Jr. 





Sam Goldwyn has borrowed Mows- 
ard Estabrook from Radio to work 
on script of ‘The Masquerader.’ 
Story will be rushed into produc« 
tion. 





No ‘Son-Daughter’ Cast Yet 

-Metro is dissatisfied with Ramon 
Novarro as lead in ‘Son-Daughter,’ 
and is still testing for the part. Af« 
ter two weeks of searching for 
players no one has been set for film, 
iil 

‘Elmer’ Locations: 

Joe E. Brown left yesterday (25) 
for New York, where scenes of the 
world series will be filmed for War« 
ners’ ‘Elmer the Great,’ Brown’s 
next picture. The Ring Lardner 
yarn was made in 1929 by Para-« 








mount, using Jack Oakie, It wags: 
titled ‘Fast Company.’ 
Academy's 800 
Academy membership reached 


800 last week. Jimmy Durante, 
Claudette Colbert, Miriam Hopkins, 
Wynne Gibson, Leila Hyams and 
— Davis among the new mem- 
ers, 





Pat O'Brien has been given a lead 
in Universal's ‘Laughter in Hell.’ 


Sackin Abroad 
Moe Sackin, agent, left Hollye 
wood last Thursday for Europe to 
get a closeup on foreign production, 
He'll be away three months, 








Stanley Garvey, Fox writer, has 
left that studio and is now at Para« 
mount to adapt and dialog his orig« 
inal story, ‘Bodyguard.’ 





Contracted and Loaned ’ 
After getting a termer from War« 
ners, Helen Vinson, from legit, has 
been loaned to Fox for ‘Second-hand 
Wife.’ 





Par Supervisors Switch '. »v 
Barney Glazer, instead of William 
LeBaron, will supervise Para« 
mount’s ‘International House,’ latter 


(Continued on Page 43) 


Charge 2 N. Y. Dailies 
Censor Films Ads, but 
Pass Hotter Book Copy 


Charging discriminatory tactics 
by two of the largest New York 
dailies, film men are riled that these 
papers should take a pulpit-like ate 
titude toward theatre advertising 
and yet let all kinds of sex copy 
and bold allusions, to creep into 
their Sunday book editions. 

The two papers named are the 
‘Times’ and ‘Herald-Tribune.’ These 
are claimed by film men to be most 
rigorous in their acceptance of pic<- 
ture copy. , 

Picture men concede that films 
are a public entertainment while 
books are in a selective class. But, 
they do not figure that what they 
term is mild-like copy should be re« 
jected when advertisements such as 
are currently run in Sunday literary 
supplements are accepted. 











U Will Revive ‘Perils of 


Pauline’ with New Story 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Universal has bought the story 
rights to ‘The Perils of Pauline,’ one 
of the first film serials, and will 
produce it as an episodic picture 
for the 1933-34 program. Story will 
be entirely revamped, with the 
studio figuring to cash in on the 
memory value of the title. 

If the serial goes over, Universal 
will also bu; ‘Exploits of Elaine’ 
and ‘The Yon Claw,’ which followed 
‘Pauline. Pathe owned the trio of 
ancient cliffhangers. 


Cohen Against Further 


Paramount Oat Operas 


Hollywood, Sept. 26, 

Because of the difficulties and 
the cost involved, Emanuel Cohen 
is all for discontinuing Paramount’s 
series of Zane Grey westerns after 
‘Wild Horse Mesa.’ 

No decision will be reached, howe 
ever, until after the returns are in 
on ‘Mesa’ and the iirst of the see 
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J. Balaban Back 
To Chi; Mullins 
Back to Boston? 


John Balaban will return to Chi- 
cago shortly to assume direct opera- 
tion of the B. & K. theatres in that 
city which have been slipping since 
he gave’ up active supervision to 
come to New York. Since early last 
summer Balaban has headed the 
Publix theatre department, a post 
that will be filled on his transfer 
to Chicago by either D. J. Chatkin 
or Harry Katz. 

Latter, brother of Sam Katz, late- 
ly was elevated to assistant to Bal- 
aban. A couple years ago before 
becoming divisional director over 
New England, Pennsylvania and the 
Atlantic seaboard, Chatkin was in 
charge of the circuit under Dem- 
bow. 

Prior to Balaban's ascension to 
theatre chieftancy, he divisionally 
directed from the home office the 
Chicago, Detroit and Canadian the- 
atres. Latter (Famous Players Ca- 
nadian) will remain under J. J. 
Fitzgibbon. 

Milton Feld, who has been in 
charge of Chicago and Detroit as 
div director lately, will confine him- 
self to Greater New York, upstate, 
other de luxers, Kansas City and 
the Colorado division, plus Los An- 
geles, from plans. 








Minneapolis, Sept. 26. 


Martin J. Mullins, home office div 
ehief over the northwest and mid- 
west, may return to Boston with 
territory embracing F. & R. where- 
upon the middle west would be 
shifted to R. J. O’Donnell. Latter is 
at home office over the south and 
southwest, which has been impor- 
tantly reduced in number of thea- 
tres through partnerships carrying 
local operation. 

Before becoming div director over 
western territory, then headed by 
L, J. Ludwig, Mullins was division 
manager over New England out of 
Boston. 


LEVEE, ACADEMY PREZ, 
PUTS INDUSTRY ON PAN 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Claiming that the so-called co- 
operation now existing in Holly- 
wood today ‘is a lot of bunk,’ M. C. 
Levee, former Paramount exec and 
now president of the Academy, put 
the industry on the pan in an ad- 
dress before the members of the 
Hollywood Merchantors. 

Guest of honor at a luncheon of 
the business men’s organization, his 
whole speech was devoted to what 
he termed, ‘the insincerity of the 
industry.’ 

In this regard, he dwelt on the 
highly publicized fact that studios 
are co-operating with each other in 
the loaning of stars, ‘but this is a 
lot of bunk,’ he said. 

‘For instance, as manager of 
Miss Mary Pickford, I tried to get 
Paramount to loan me Gary Coop- 
er, but would they do it? They 
would not.’ 











Sten’s ‘Gesture’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Unable to purchase ‘That Girl,’ 
story by Jacques Duval from Fox 
for Anna Sten, Sam Goldwyn will 
loan her to Joseph M. Schenck for 
lead in ‘Shanghai Gesture,’ which 
Lewis Milestone will direct. 


Still On Time 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Eric Von Stroheim was exactly on 
schedule Friday (23) with ‘Walk- 
ing Down Broadway’ at Fox. Pic- 
ture is in its fourth week and has 
two more to go. 

This is a record for Von Stroheim 
who previously was always three 
to four weeks behind on pictures 
before they were half made. 











‘VENUS’ ONLY 1 WEEK 


N. Y. Par Had Counted On 2—Belle 
Baker On Stage Sept. 30 








Intended for 13 days, ‘Blonde 
Venus’ (Par) isn’t holding over at 
the Paramount, N. Y., and Belle 
Baker goes in as stage headliner 
Sept. 30 as scheduled. Songstress 
will remain two weeks at the house. 

Getting $4,000 a week, same figure 
which Mills-Rockwell set her at 
Loew's Paradise, the Bronx. Miss 
Baker’s top vaude salary previously 
had been $2,500. 


14 Studios Available 
For Indies on Coast; 
Few Pix for Majority 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 


With Fox opening the doors of its 
Western avenue studio to independ- 
ent producers as a rental plant, 
there are now 14 lots in Hollywood 
where indie pictures can be made, 
but with little of that type of pro- 
duction available for a majority of 
the locations. 

Studios were 
comed_ include 
Sennett, Metropolitan, 
Tec-Art, Western Sound, Interna- 
tional, Bryan Foy studios, Gordon 
Street studios, Associated, National 
and Darmour, in addition to Fox. 

Indie producers have around 300 
pictures scheduled for production 
this year. About 100 of these will 
be divided between National (Trem 
Carr) and International. Latter will 
take care of Mayfair, Freuler and 
Willis Kent’s programs, about 60 
pictures. With Allied producing at 
Pathe, and World Wide at Metro- 
politan and Educational, about 75 
features are left to divide among 
the other 10 studios. 

In the case of Universal, Sennett 
and Fox, the independent business 
beats down the overhead. On the 
other lots it’s their bread and butter. 

Tec-Art, Darmour, Educational 
and International are equipped with 
RCA sound. Metropolitan is the 
only straight rental plant with 
ERPI equipment. National has Bals- 
ley & Phillips, former W.E. li- 
cencees, who recently dropped the 
license to go bootleg. Gordon Street 
studio is equipped with Freeman 
Lang sound, bootleg. Foy, Western 
and Associated have no _ sound 
equipment, with producers renting 
the type of sound recording de- 
sired. 

Pathe and Universal, former 
RCA, latter ERPI, permit indies to 
use outside sound. Fox sells ERPI 
with the studio space. 

Indie plants selling bootleg sound, 
with the exception of National, 
have been price-cutting lately, to 
the point where an indie producer 
can now use any standing set with 
the sound and lights thrown in for 
a flat $1,000 on a six-day week 
basis. 








indies are wel- 
Universal, Pathe, 
Educational, 





U’s Soviet Yarn 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Universal has revived its idea of 
making a film dealing with Soviet 
Russia, and ‘has engaged Oscar 
Carter to write the story. 

Carter has been in Russia, both 
for the New York ‘Times,’ and to 
prepare atmospheric scenes for a 
Metro Soviet story. His assign- 
ment is to write the true conditions 
in Russia today. 


Roxy Shingle Up in R. C.; 
Makes It 2 Roxy Theatres 











Two Roxy theatres in town. From 
6th or 7th avenues at 50th street, 
one can glimpse the Roxy name on 
two houses a block apart. The new 
RKO Roxy is in Radio City. Sign 
is already up on this spot which is 
to be operated on a combo policy 
of vaude and films. 

The Roxy theatre on 7th avenue 
is about to shift its name. May 
become the Forum, Fox or World, 
or anything. None so far picked. 


vv 
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INDIES OEE 


Major Companies’ Own Ex- 
hibiting Outlets Can’t 
Make ‘Exclusive’ Exhibi- 
tion Economically Profit- 
able—Gravy Has Always 
Been from the Subsequent 
Runs 








LOEW’S 50% ‘EXCL.’ 





Filmdom’s current experiment for 
‘exclusive’ selling may rebound to 
the major companies’ disadvantage 
and bump indie production of films 
into high. 

The indie cubsequent runs being 
forced to lay off major company 
product have no out but to tie in 
for independent films. With 80% of 
the country’s theatres estimated by 
film men to be indie the ultimate 
benefit may react to the indie film 
makers. 


For the present, at least, the ‘ex- 
clusive’ film contracts which have 
been made known by companies, are 
those of the affiliated circuits and 
theatres. It may mean that the 
producers generally hope to have 
their own theatres absorb the 
greater part of production costs. 
Whether such theatres on any chain 
are geared to absorb this studio 
overhead is deemed dubious. Since 
filmdom has been existent, income 
from subsequents and minor runs 
have always provided the gravy, 
along with the foreign market until 
sound. 

Expensive Experiment 

As the situation grows it becomes 
more apparent that the experiment 
may be too expensive for the com- 
panies to attempt in more than a 
few situations. 

In a general way the ‘exclusive’ 
talk has brought many anxious hours 
to the film makers and distribs, not 
the least of which is how to realize 
a profit for both their affiliated the- 
atres as well as the studios, at the 
same time. 

When United Artists announced 
the ‘exclusive’ idea some months 
back it wasn’t realized by the in- 
dustry that U.A. sells its features 
individually. Buying U.A. product 
‘exclusively’ was buying particular 
individual films exclusively. 


Metro Situation 


On the other hand, 
wherever Par, Metro or Fox has 
been trying the exclusive idea 
it’s been with their own houses or 
affiliated circuits. With Fox, it’s 
the Fox-Poli chain, now being op- 
erated by Harry Arthur. Latter, 
however, has bought ‘exclusive’ only 
for three of his seven situations. 

Metro also has sold to Arthur, but 
otherwise, the Metro ‘exclusive’ 
films, so far as known are for its 
own Loew affiliated theatres. Out 
of the °4 situations which Loew’s 
serves with its own films 17 will be 
subjected to an exclusive trial with 
Metro films. 

These situations include Indian- 
apolis, Providence, Syracuse, To- 
ledo Rochester, Kansas City, Read- 
ing, Harrisburg, Louisville, Dayton, 
Akron, Canton, Wilmington, Nash- 
ville Atlanta, Houston and London 
(Ontario). 

Loew towns which will be non- 
exclusive include New York, Balti- 
more, Boston, Cleveland, Evansville, 
Memphis, New Orleans, Pittsburgh, 
St. Louis, Toronto, Washington. 

The Loew towns which are only 
partly exclusive include Columbus, 
Richmond and Norfolk. r 

Exclusive selling that limits the 
area of a film’s exhibition may, by 
the same token, lessen the drawing 
power of stars and players, as the 
latter will be glimpsed by fewer 
since their films will 
have lesser circulation. And a pos- 


so. far, 


BENE F 1S | Prices Sag in Small Volume Day: 


Paramount Pressed, Goes Under 4; 
Loew Turns Dull, Defends 32 Level 








sible reduction in film theatre cus- 
tomers can result all around. 


Selection of a new name is to be| Neither condition is one to be de-| 


campaign, 


| 
heralded through a wide newspaper | sired for the biz generally. 
| 


On the other hand, those theatres 
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Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
Sales. High. Low. Last.chge. 
600 Col. P.... 18% 12% 12%-— % 
100 Cons. F... 3 3 3 
1,000 Do pf.... 7 6% 7+% 
2,300 Bast. K... 50% 55 55% —3% 
1,100 Fox ..... - 4% 3% 3%-— % 
4,600 Loew ..... 34% 32 32 —2% 
20 Orph. pf.. 11% 11% 11%+ % 
13,200 Par-P .... 5% 4% 4%— % 
100 Pathe ..... % % %™— % 
200 Do A...-. 38% 35% 3% 
93.0608 BCA: cccve 10% 9% 9% — % 
800 RKO ,...- 6 5% 5%-% 
200 Shub ..... % % 
Rien We Bueases 3% 3 3 —% 
BONDS 
$22,000 Gen. Thr.. 6 4 6 +2 
145,000 Do cfs... 7 5 7 +2 
9,000 Keith ..... 41 40% 41 —1% 
4,000 Par-F-L .. 34 321, 33 
21,000 Par-P .... 31 30 30 —1 
1,000 RKO ..... 80 8680 —2 
CURB 
600 Tech. ..... 4 4 4+4+¥% 
500 Trans-L .. 2% 2% 2%— % 
1,200 Univ. P.... 5 5 











Gilmore’s Carelessness 
Brings New Actions for 
Humiliation, Laundrying 


Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 

‘Gilmore,’ the flying lion, is still 
dogging the Ritz, (F-WC) © with 
trouble. When the cat was exhibi- 
ted at the theatre in a tie-up with 
the Gilmore Oil Co. for ‘Tarzan,’ in 
June, Estelle Roberts claimed ‘Gil- 
more’ was not house-broken and 
caused her embarrassment, humili- 
ation and injury, in a Municipal 
court suit for $2,000 damages. 

Miss Roberts has now changed 
her mind about the amount of dam- 
ages she suffered, and has filed a 
Superior Court action for $25,000 
against Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer, Gil- 
more Oil Co., Fox-West Coast and 
Roscoe Turner, latter sponsor of 
the lion. An extra $62,50 is asked 
for laundering of clothes, dry clean- 
ing and a new hair wave for Miss 
Roberts. 

Her companion at the theatre, Ida 
Kalan, is also suing, asking for 
$15,000 damages and $37 for clean- 
ing her clothes, 


FWC PIX DEAL GIVES WB 
70% NAT'L COVERAGE 


With a product deal virtually 
closed for Fox-West Coast, Warner 
Bros. have concluded national buys 
with all the majors. RKO takes 
the smallest commitment, due to 
the fact that WB is in conflict in 
more spots with this circuit than 
the others. As a result of deals 
so far set, including with independ- 
ents, WB figures on a 70% cover- 
age of the country, its best ever. 

Major ‘sales worked out, Gradwell 
Sears is planning to leave shortly 
for a tour of the western WB ex- 
changes, A. W. Smith, Jr., going on 
a similar swing around the east. 


Financial Note 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Market price on RCA portable 
sound trucks, single system, has 
dropped from $42,000 to $18,000. 




















or groups that go in for exclusives 
have the problem of facing possible 
increased rentals for the privilege 
of exclusive showings. In instances 
such costs may prove too burden- 
some for the houses to carry. 

The fallacy in exclusives from 
a general industry point of view 
is that it is based on the pre- 
sumption that all films sold on an 


‘exclusive’ basis will be of more 
than usual drawing power. This 
is all right when the pictures do 
business, but the question is asked 
what will happen when these se- 


lected features fall down? 


By AL GREASON 

Dealings fell off sharply yesterday 
(Mon) to below 2,000,000 shares, 
while the whole list drifted lower, 
decline being measured by nearly 3 
in the industrial index. 

Only issue among the amusement 
to come out in volume was Para- 
mount, which was pressed for sale 
most of the day, declining about 
half a point from 5% to 4%. 

The other active theatre stocks 
gave way, but as a general thing 
the turnover shrank on the reces- 
sion, which probably is to be re- 
garded as a secondary reaction and 
at this stage of development can 
searcely be viewed as indicating a 
change of the upward trend. In no 
conspicuous case did the setback 
threaten the low levels on the pre- 
vious break. 

The day’s retreat was not to be 
accounted for by any development in 
the current news. Wheat held prac- 
tically unchanged, while there were 
minor gains in cotton. Apparently 
last week’s upturn invited profit 
taking and the pressure was in- 
creased by some scattered short 
selling. 

Loew’s slipped back by about 2%, 
but at 32 there, was every evidence 
that its sponsors were taking all 
offerings. Bottom on the recent core 
rective break was close to 28. 

Bonds did fairly well, the aver- 
ages during the extreme lows in the 


tion above the Saturday close. 
Slow, Steady Advance 

Last week came to its end with 
the strictly amusement’ shares 
showing a composite advance of 
about 20 points, eliminating the 
wide gain cf Eastman Kodak and 
those of Westinghouse and Gen. 
Electric. Sharpest mark-up was in 
Loew’s which is enjoying the larg- 
est speculative play in the group. 
The major part of these gains were 
scored early in the week in a move- 
ment culminating Wednesday in a 
jump of more than 7 points in the 
Dow Jones averages. 

This violent forward spurt was to 
be attributed to a rebound follow- 
ing the equally violent break of the 
week before. After this correction 
had run its course, the market set- 
tled down to greatly reduced volume 
with prices either steady or creep- 
ing up by fractions. This is the 
most desirable behavior possible 
under the circumstances and gives 
reason for hoping that progress 
scored from the panic bottom is in 
process of crystallization, with a 
distinct prospect of further recov- 
ery during October irrespective of 
any inspirational aid given to it by 
political considerations. 

We have had a bit of speculative 
whoopee built upon hopes _ for 
autumn upturn in business. It car- 
ried prices probably too high for 
the amount of actual trade improve- 
ment. Then there has been a cor- 
rection of a top heavy bull flurry 
and things have settled down for 
the time being, giving seasonal 
business a chance to clarify. Mean- 
while, a market free from specula- 
tive excesses has encouraged trad- 
ers to study the business picture 
and express their views in market 
commitments, 

Fact that security prices have 

(Continued on page 29) 


Percy Kent’s Sinus 


Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 

Percy R. Kent, manager of the 
Fox West Coast realty department, 
and brother of Sidney R. Kent, was 
taken to the Hollywood hospital 
Sunday with a sinus ailment. The 
condition is serious and an operae- 
tion may be necessary, 


Hughes-Franklin Sued 
By Par on Film Rentals 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Charging the Hughes-Franklin 
Theatres with failure to pay tftilm 
rentals, and refusal to exhibit Par- 














amount pictures in their houses in 


| accordance with the standard ex- 
hibition contract, Paramount has 

|} sued H-F for $52,000 damages in 

| Superior Court here. 

| Half of the amount is due for un« 


| paid rentals, according to the come 
' plaint. 


share market standing a tiny frac-' 
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Bi C by- Jun 13th’ Best Event’ $2,100—Tacoma |Tarzan’ at $10,200 Good 2d Week: R 
ing ros r une 
Tacoma, Sept. 26. 
Jensen-von Herberg getting set to . 3 bd bd 
open the Roxy, formerly the Or- anu aris risé at 
] his ” pheum and Pantages, this Friday . 
(30). Opening bill, management and 5 
policy not yet announced, except + 
| it'll be first run. 
ark big ‘Rain Leaving! Estimates for This Week LIFE’ ONLY SPARKLER Paris, Sept. 17. 
PR cd ge nel yg ga oa’ tay Grosses in Paris for the week 
is hoo makes it look like oke $2,000. IN NEWARK $15 000 ending Sept. 9 show a decided im- 
. re le 1709 |Last week ‘Successful Calamity’ 9 ? provement, with all shows out of 
Los Angeles, Sept. 26. CHARK’S $10,000 1S | (WB), $2,200 ba the red, due to Parisians coming Ww 
With a big hullaballoo about the ; ane (FWC) Fee 25-35)—"70- Newark, Sept. 26. back from vacation and ra ; pres 
motion picture relief pageant, pol- FAIR IN ST. LOUIS ‘Paradine’ (itaah ee” ae Aside from ‘Life Begins,’ at the weath Tend f ge men 
itics, and everything but entertain- : 3.800. Last ‘week War Branford, nothing in town to draw. Ve: ee eee ee om crac 
ee a0 well a” | Proctor’s is holding over and aj| Paris begins to switch from dub- beer 
ment, local houses won't fare : ‘ - alt IB or (Col) and ‘Blondie t at the Newark with ‘Oka : ¢ and 
et sale -aramo seems to| St. Louis, Sept. 26. |(M-G), so-so around $3,100. re xo ~ - ¥}bing to originals with sub-titles. was 
this week. Paramount seem . P “9 , America’ at Loew's don't mean : 
lead the field with Bing Crosby on| Generally speaking business con- ——- much. Paris tendency usually takes a few as 
stage and ‘Night of June 13’ on [eeee gy pent A ~~ go Work to revamp the Terminal is | ™Omths to spread to the provinces, ale 
screen, with Warners’ Hollywood, itwaan od 7a wees re gg th PITT CHEERY: being rushed, but story that the latter representing about 80% to tron 
playing ‘Tiger Shark,’ a strong sec-  souri, and the George Jessel-Norma . gy ten oe pd ee oe 85% of total French grosses W 
ae | Talmadge stage show at the St. e eye « mf n wh t — m This suggests that next season a Hur 
sate enema ta be in the doldrums |L°uls. Both appear headed for| ¢ 3 SOUS CO EATS RO Ree: considerable saving may be effected betv 
Brats neome to h 3 in i wor ws \larger than usual grosses. Estimates for This Week in treatment of outstanding Ameri- ace 
with Pack dla ssinatvete’ a For the first time in many months Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-20-25- | ©@® films for local consumption, and evel 
screen and she —~ gr’ sme improve-|@ film is being held over for a sec- , ? 30-40-55-65) ‘Life Begins’ (FN). In| the fade-out of local firms specially Tex 
a See See See ond week at a regular run house. early and should beat $15,00 organized to dub foreigns. to I 
ment over the opening day. House)" i) 5 ‘ ‘ 9 ary ane snoux a 9,000 on Estimated @ cut 
must stretch plenty to take over ;!t’s Grand Hotel,’ at the State. eight days, great. Last week, six Coli stima Ss  , npaliglind i “f 
$16,500. Gives the picture something of a days, ‘The Crash’ (WB) fair at olisee (Haik) (650) Quick pet 
Se nd week of ‘Rain,’ at the Chi posers as “ played oe eee . a > $7,900. Mew Ris wig taps ba most of 2 
seco ee » « ~ | roadshow last spring. No film has : ‘ ~ c s to be credite 0. Lili 
nese, was way off the track and pic- | run that long Ro od = two years. . Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35) Harvey's name. t Lilian RK‘ 
ture folds Oct. 9. ‘Rasputin,’ for- Estimates for This Week Horse Feathers’ (Par). Experiment Paramount (Par) (1,900) ‘Cog- ly v 
eign version, bowed out of Biltmore Ambassador (3,000: 35-55-65)— Pittsburgh, Sept. 26. = re qee second run instead nasse’ (Par) $20,200. Very satis- 
after one week take of $4,000. ‘Tiger Shark’ (WB) and unit. Looks Sunshine peeping through this ad wae eth with one new, © fail- | factory considering season and evi- Pi 
Estimates for This Week fair at not much better than $10,-| week, with some sizzling grosses jal von’ a $3,500. Last week | gencing public taste for satirical earr 
: sae 9 998- 55-$1.65)—|000. Last week ‘Blessed Event’ |anticipated all along the line. In- rage ear’ (Fox) bad at $3,000. comedies. fore 
Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 55,$1.65) , Littl j p : ' , Ori 
‘Rain’ (UA) and stage show (3d/ (WB) same. ae OSs creased admission tariffs helping ittle (Cinema) (299; 50) ‘Brand Madeleine (Metro) (700) ‘Tarzan’ ? 
week), Second week down to weak] Fox (Fox) (6,000; 25-35-55)—‘Hat | some, too, with Fulton going from in der Oper’ (Emelke). Looks as/ (Metro). Second week $10,200. hood 
$15,800, and picture departs Oct. 9,|Check Girl’ (Fox) and F-M_unit.|two bits to 4c. and still escaping though German picture must be| Drop about $2,000 from the first peal 
a local disappointment at $1.50. Attracting little attention and will| (ax, and Penn, Stanley and Warner sensational now to pull. Maybe| week. Good for several more weeks, wat) 
Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-.v)—} 40 well to get $9,000. Last week | jumping from 40 to 50, latter figure | $1,200. Last week ‘Schubert's Frueh- | and favorably commented for ani- oy 
“Those We Love’ (W-W) and vaude, Chandu (Fox) $10,000. including a 5c tax, lingstraum fair at $1,350. mal scenes. Also Weismuller pull- : =e 
with strong week-end biz, will run} _Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,000; 25-| ‘Grand Hotel at the Penn is hav- Loew’s State (2,780; 15-20-25-30- | ing in the matinee girls. two 
close to $12,000. Last week ‘Man |35-55)—'Grand Hotel’ (M-G). Held! no competition as the town’s leader, | 49-55-65) “Okay, America’ (U).| Marivaux (Natan) (1,200) ‘World : ned 
Called Back’ (W-W) did r.ther|Second week and headed for fair | presaging a corking $24,000, topping | Maybe fair $8,000. Last week/and the Flesh’ (Par). Third week me 
even trade which pulled it out with | $12,000. Last week, same film, big} by several grand everything in a Blondie’ (M-G) fine at nearly | $1,900 for the original version, with : ba 
$8,400. $29,000. - a. ” straight picture way here, although $11,000. _ __ |gsub-titles, which is an interesting i 4 
Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-75)—! Missouri (RKO) (3,500; 25-35-55) | picture previously played a four- |, Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- | Boulevard experiment as compared ; Pre 
‘Tiger Shark’ (FN). Big $19,300,|—‘Movie Crazy’ (Par). Going nicely | week roadshow engagement at the 20 - 25 - 30 - 40-55-66) ‘Heritage of|to Joan Crawford's ‘Possessed,’ : “ 
which may hold it over. Last| With gross likely to mount to $15,- | aldine last spring. Desert’ (Par). Western means noth- | dubbed in French recently, pulling a 
week, third and final of ‘Blessed | 000. Last week ‘Paradise’ (Radio)| Stanley is holding its own with |in& in Newark. A weak $6,000. Last | $2,200 at the Madeleine on the third i inte 
Event,’ beat second stanza by $250, $10,500. ‘ ‘Bird of Paradise,’ despite stiff com- week ‘June 13’ (Par) mild at $7, 900. week. } A nee 
getting $11,250 St. Louis (RKO)—'70,000 Wit- | petition, and at $15,000 can have no| ,,Proctor’s (RKO) (2,500; 15-20-25- | Moulin Rouge (Natan) (2,200) ‘Au : pe 
Orpheum (2,270; 25-55)—‘Okay ; nesses’ (Par) and vaude. Norma|\icks coming. That figure repre- 30-40-55-65) ‘Paradise’ (Radio). On| Nom De La Loi’ (Natan) $3,000 | Tv 
America’ (U). | Poor $4,500. Last; Talmadge and George Jessel on|sents top takings in face of ‘Grand | S¢COmd week probably lucky to get} which is good for a revival thanks ; ~ 
week ‘Hold 'Em Jail’ (Radio) slowed | Stage aiding for good $18,000. Last | Fyotel’ opposish a block away, with | $7,000. Last weex grand at over|to Marcelle Chantal’s name. , Ci 
to an even $8,000. week ‘What Price Hollywood’ (Ra- | mana r : $14,000. PAL ce 2 : 
paid ; gement wearing a smile a yard Gaumont Palace (G.F.F.A.) (6,000) —'F 
Paramount (Publix) (3,595; 35-| dio) and ‘Rio Rita’ (tab), $15,300. wide. eee ‘Danube Bleu’ (German-made) $14,+ 4 sho 
$1.10)—‘June 13th’ (Par) and stage wr ka Also forging ahead is ‘Down to 000. Film had already played the Fi give 
show. Bing Crosby heavily bally- ‘ : " Earth’ at Fulton. Indifferent no- Wash. Stage Splash Agriculteurs and had been unfave g pict 
hooed and should turn take up to Troubles To tices for Rogers picture, but he orably received. Its draw in the big 4 bo 
$25,000 easily. Last week ‘70,000 pping seems to have a draw at this low- M 71 nabe house comes as a surprise, and i wee 
Witnesses’ (Par) did very well with- ;priced spot, and a neat $5,250 doesn’t éans $ ,000 for is the resuit of Brigette Helm's pull 5 ticiy 
pr Ags all aid. ‘ Under the wire Dull Prov. $13 500: ‘look at all impossible. Davis should with the masses. : "The 
er Ghee rent Tatha: 95-76 ? ’ ’ manage to pick up a nice $4,000 with Earle Fox $22 Miracles (Bailby) (700) ‘Atlan mar 
“Troubles’ (M-G) ries a ae ‘Cr ? Low 500 ‘Congorilla,’ while ‘Hold Em Jail’ at ? _ tide’ (Pabst version). Tenth week, M: 
Meat = gl Hard ee Nt 7 oe ‘ ° azy ’ the Warner stumbles along to an $4,500. Figure which should nor- —‘L 
tre “ 7 - me s ordinary $7,000, the only weak spot Washi ' mally give Pabst considerable cred- wee 
ee oe cates cm a bite cg f in a strong all-week. sector. En- : ashington, Sept. 26. [it is entirely out of line, due te this 
after kids went back As —_— aa Providence, Sept. 26. right apparently alternating between Local situation finds the Rialto re-! house getting from the ‘Intransi- $22, 
Seals idee toval. Pinal count off Picture houses have more to/}split and full-week policy, depend- | opening and currently very much in| geant’—which is under same own- ° 
below $14,000. worry about now that the Carlton|ing entirely on strength of picture.|the running with ‘Back Street.’ Also | €T8hip—such an amount of publicity tine 
heioa theatre, Fay’s legit house, is set} Blessed Event’ got six days there/ sna, the legit National with a h enon St tee Sees, ee eS vill 
Thursday (29) with ‘Cat and Fiddle’ fortnight ago, last week house went 7 ur- | the net result would look like neza- will 
to a split week again, with ‘Suc- ried bringing in of ‘Strange Inter- | tive algebra. ing 
CINCY CONTINUES UP as the first of a rather long list of/ cessful Calamity’ in currently for |lude’ for first roadshowing outside Pantheon (Braunberger-Richebe) be | 
. . legit attractions. With the opening | the full allotment on heels of pic-| Manhattan. Earle has Olsen and} (350), ‘Sin of Madelon Claudet’ ~ 
of the Carlton there isn’t a dark | ‘tures’ downtown run at Stanley. ‘ (MG). Original version. Doing fair | 
: , Johnson to top its vaude and in ad- “Mo: 
’ house dow Estimates for This Week : for fourth week at $800. 
wntown. Where picture vertising gives the two comedians pay 
houses had only one or two spots Davis (WB) (1,700; 25-30-40)— iimamuiiel Th i ee Skee aie $21, 
Cincinnati, Sept. 26. with stages to compete with a couple | ‘Congorilla’ (Fox). Still seems to be — o poture ie ‘Night Str 
Box office activity at the principal of years ago, they now have five|a market locally for wild animal | Mayor,’ and the Fox has Irene Bor- Montreal’ Ss Duals Doig ope 
cinemas being enlivened by chilly such stands to consider as opposish. films, despite opinion ‘Bring ’Em/doni, James Barton and Borrah Ss 
weather, there being a neat advance {| Outside of one or two houses, | Back’ had milked town dry only six | winevitch heading its stage show All Ri h 12 000- 00 40-| 
in biz for the fifth straight week. | 8Tosses this week will be in the dol-| weeks ago; $4,000 all right here.| pajace is holding ‘Grand Hotel’ ig t, 3 5 pee 
‘Grand Hotel’ is getting a good play |@tums. ‘Movie Crazy,’ at the Par-|Last week ‘War Correspondent’ | for an additional week, while Keith's bo 
heading for $10,500. ‘Back Street,’|#mount, looks like the week’s worst |(Col) quite a disappointment at | juggled opening days to cut its sec- (Sis 
which has a Cincy locale, is a win- |8Tosser, ‘Troubles’ the best, and | $2,500. ond week of ‘Paradise’ short one day Bpeenrens Bapt. 36- bow 
ner in its second run at Grand. pet aaa tee pe omeag: on a Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-30-| and bring in ‘Hell’s Highway,’ thus Three of the downtown theatres ‘The 
Estimates for This Week at the Majestic, the next | 40)—‘Down to Earth’ (Fox). This| getting the jump on the others and|are playing French films this week und 
best thing. Fay’s is doing fairly|is a natural spot for Will Rogers, | opening well. RKO h i : : u 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-80)—‘70,- | well with a bang-up vaudeville bill|and, despite lukewarm notices, film | ing it seit further ond will tetne taut Matesty's, Imperial and the 65-' 
000 Witnesses’ (Par) and F-M unit |headed by Vaugn DeLeath, ether | shows signs of going to nice $5,250| ‘Bill of Divorcement’ Sept, 28. | Cimema de Paris. This will help wee 
with Mme. Schumann-Heinck added. |S!nser. under first week of new scale. Last Looks like the boys are out to|the other main stems. Outside the spit 
Thinning in ranks of de-de-o-do Estimates for This Week week ‘Downstairs’ (M-G) around i i :' hail 
trade, only $13,000 indicated. Last| Fay’s (2,000; 15-55)—‘Those We | $3,600 Sok SS wenene he sopesttion end | wrestling mntehes, weit grést send wee 
week ‘Hollywood Speaks’ (Col) and | Love’ (KBS) and vaude. Depending Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- oe seeees, ms — thing |here, there is nothing otae age | bor 
Ethe’ Waters’ ‘Rhapsody in Black’}on stage show and plenty of neat|50)—Grand Hotel’ (M-@) Nothing sgn yr naa a a weather. Palace has ‘Grand Hotel’ and yr abl 
company bulged to $26,800, very big.|tie-ups bringing them around. | to it for this one, a surefire natural inst = r a terrific }should see $14,000. Mystery film $17 
Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-55)—|House seems set for $7,000, okay.|Lines a block long at opening per- rnc tel Seve ee ee une “een tees 7512.00, — ’ 
‘Grand Hotel’ -G). Looks to do} Last week ‘Chandu’ (Fox) also de- “ms pt. oan ’ ; ‘ é _§ros 000, al B’ 
$10,500, good. Second week as-|pended upon radio act to pull egy — a —— oaneee, Estimates for This Week Loew's looks like a good bet with 
sured, Last week ‘American Mad-|through for $6,500. ema ee Sr ewae | Columbig (Laew) (1,288; 36-85-40) | “onaie snd ‘tals Vaude. 
nesa’ (Col) got $6.4( “a “~ RKO Albee (2.200: 15-55-66¢)— several grand above best straight-| 7)... + hee Nabes are making good all over. 
(Col) got $6,400, fair enough. 2,200; 15-55-66)— | picture takings ever recorded around Drifting Souls’ (TP). Just about : : 
Palace (RKO, (2,600; 30-55)—|‘Dangerous Game’ (Radio) and|here. Picture previously had four the usual since the switch to the Estimates for This Week 
‘Dangerous Game’ (Radio). Adven- | vaude. Picture okay but vaude weeks at Aldine at $1.50 on week Palace with the ace pictures; will His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50-75), 
ture fans to tune of $11,000, good.}| weak; short of $9,000. Last week ave Me Tonight’ (Par) ioked do about $2,000. Last week ‘Con-|‘Pas Sur La Bouche’ (French) and 
Last Week ‘Hold ’Em Jail’ (Radio) |‘Okay America’ (U) slid to bad $8,- la bit after weak shanied ee ih. gorilla’ (Fox) $4,200. ‘Amour en Vitesse’ (French). Prob- N 
$11,200. et ldown the hemee stretch with fai Earle (Warner) (2,424; 25-35-50-|ably not more than $5,000. Last del 
Capitol (RKO) (2.200; 39-55)—| bLoew’s State (3,700; 15-55)—} $15,000 . 70)—‘Night Mayor’ (Col) and vaude. | week dark. plu 
‘June 13’ (Par). Fetching $8,000, | ‘Troubles’ (M-G). Laurel-Hardy Stanie (WB) (3,600: 25-35-50 Olsen and Johnson on stage and get- Palace (FP) (2,700; 75), ‘Grand Ve! 
oke. Last week ‘Night Club Lady’ not strong in this town, but swell | Bird at taenihaat Tinaean a hia ina ting the business; a possible $21,000.| Hotel’ (M-G). Sure to be big at apl 
(Col) a poor $5,500. | ballyhoo in advance may bring pic- Fee: * y eittan all ). mS One| Tast week ‘Purchase Price’ (WB) | reduced prices after previous show- L 
Keith’s (Libson) (1,550; 25-40)— ture $13,500, okay. Last week |)". ike “315 500 Ane it and | $15 900. ing some months ago at $1.50. Looks Ho! 
‘Life Begins’ (FN). Audience ap- | ‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) = skyroc keted | (0088 + AB ag cig he no kicks |" Fox (Loew) (3,434; 15-25-35-60)— | like $14,000. Last week ‘Successful sta, 
proval and extra advertising build- to $22,700, first big week house has | es carutihe a ve Hote “~¥ consider - ‘Hat Check Girl’ (Fox) and stage} Calamity’ (WB) $12,500, oke. 
ing for this theatre's average $6,000 | had in months. i Gunek aa oles K- 1 y opposition. show. Stage name lineup heading Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60), ‘Doctor Fp 
count. Last week same figure col- | Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-55)— ff t oe ad aaa get this One | for $22,000, not up to expectations.|X’ (WB) and ‘Weekends Only’ 85) 
lected on ‘The Crash’ (WB). ‘Successful Calamity’ (WB). and pees Bas Start, an that figure IS} Last week Edmund Lowe in per- | (Fox). Average brace may get sho 
amily (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— | ‘Thrill of Youth’ (Invincible). Nice | * 'L op in face of stiff competi- |.on with his picture, ‘Chandu’ (Fox), | good $12,000. Last week ‘Down to but 
| exas Gun Fighter’ (Tiff) and ‘Sea j bill moving along satisfactorily. In aoe . ast week ‘A Successful Ca- to $19,200. Earth’ (Fox) and ‘Congorilla’ (Fox) ‘Ju 
Ghost’ (Hollywood). Split week.|the money at $9,000. Last week | /#mity (WB) around $13,000, which} Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 15-25-35-50) | also $12,000. sta 
Looks a fair $2,000. Last week ‘My | ‘Blessed Event’ (WB) and ‘13th has almost ane to be a stationary |_tiel’s Highway’ (Radio) until Loew’s (IP) (3,200; 35-60), N 
Pal (U) and ‘Shop Angel’ (Zenith) | Guest’ (Mon) swell at $10,000. “—e for Arliss locally. ined Tuesday (27), then ‘Bill of Divorce- | ‘Blondie’ (M-G) and vaude. Leads Ho 
$2,300. : E Paramount (2,200; 15-55)—‘Movie H a - ae CW B) (2,000; 25-35-50)- ment’ (Radio). Dix is coming out} surefire here and gross may soar to lun 
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Run Fi ilms Disappoint Chicago: 
Venus Plus Operetta $40,000: 
‘Hat Girl and Weems $23,000 


Chicago, Sept. 26. 

What stands out in Chicago at 
present is the disappointing engage- 
ments of the two extended run at- 
tractions. ‘Love Me Tonight’ has 
been especially weak at McVickers 
and two weeks of divergent biz 
washes up ‘Movie Crazy’ at United 
Artists. 

Lloyd picture was enthusiastically 
received, plenty of laughs from pa- 
trons, but not enough business. 

Wallop last week was Fannie 
Hursi’s ‘Back Street,’ which ended 
between $32,000-$33,000 at the Pal- 
ace. That sensational biz could 
even have been betiered except that 
Texas Guinan, the headliner, clung 
to her prerogatives and refused to 
cut her act so that the extra fifth 
performance could be squeezed in. 
It was strongly considered to hold 
over the picture, but reluctance of 
RKO to alter the house policy final- 
ly vetoed the suggestions. 

Programmers 

Paramount’s ‘Night of June 13’ 
earned unusual word-of-mouth be- 
fore the week was out, but the 
Oriental didn’t register in arithme- 
tic anything comparable to the 
praise that was lavished. Reviews 
were extraordinarily enthusiastic. 
Picture opened on gum shoes hav- 
ing been previewed by B&K only 
two days in advance when it was 
too late to get the campaign that 
the picture should have had set. 
This is the third Paramount un- 
heralded programmer to sneak in 
and deliver a volume of satisfaction. 
Previously ‘70,000 Witnesses’ won a 
lot of good will at the Oriental, 
while ‘Madame Racketeer’ sloughed 
into the Roosevelt was thereafter 
esteemed sufficiently by B&K to get 
bookings at their outlying deluxers, 
Tivoli and Uptown. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 40-65-85) 
—~—Blonde Venus’ (Par) and stage 
shov. Perry Askam in ‘Desert Song’ 
given equal billing with Dietrich 
picture. Some talk of moving com- 
bo intact into the Oriental next 
week if as strong as hoped for. An- 
ticipations run to $40,000. Last week 
‘The Crash’ (WB), plus Mme. Schu- 
mann-Heink, around $37,000. 

McVickers (B&K) (2,000; 35-55-75) 
‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par) (2nd 
week). Slipping to small $8,000 
this week but last week big at 
$22,000. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 40-65-85) 
—Hat Check Girl’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Ted Weems’ locally pop band 
will help, but picture not captivat- 
ing popular fancy and $23,000 may 
be full total. Last week ‘Night of 
June 13’ (Par) $21,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 40-65-85)— 
“Most Dangerous Game’ (Radio) and 


vaude. Will relapse into ordinary 
$21,000. Last week with ‘Back 
Street’ (U) drew powerfully from 


opening gong, $32,000. 
State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 25-35- 
40-55)—‘Painted Woman’ (Fox) and 


vaude. Run of releases hasn’t fa- 
vored house. Currently Hilton 
(Siamese) Twins may help keep 


house in $16,000 groove. Last week 
‘Those We Love’ (W-W) in the mire 
under $14,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 40- 
65-75)—‘Movie Crazy’ (Par) (2nd 
week). Fortnight will suffice, de- 
spite splendid comment, which 
hailed picture as Lloyd’s finest. This 
week $10,000, disappointing. Neigh- 
borhoods may cash in on the favor- 
able word-of-mouth. Last week got 
$17,900 okay. 


B’klyn Indiff, Tho Par 
$40,000; Albee $23,000 


Brooklyn, Sept. 26. 
Nothing extraordinary among the 
deluxers this week. Paramount is 
plugging along best with ‘Blonde 
Venus,’ which the scribes socked 
aplenty. but ought to do $40,000. 
Loew's Met is holding over ‘Grand 
Hotel’ a second week plus same 
stage show and off considerably. 
Estimates for This Week 
Paramount—(4,200; 25-35-50-75- 
85) ‘Blonde Venus’ (Par) and stage 
show. Picture suffered bad reviews 
but around $40,000, okay. Last week 
‘June 13’ (Par) with Belle Baker on 
stage, good $43,100. 
Met—(3,800; 25-35-50-75) ‘Grand 
Hotel’ (M-G) and vaude. Russ Co- 








lumbo also a holdover and should 
bring in $28,000. Last week same 
bill a fine $40,000. 


Albee—(3,500; 25-35-50-75) ‘Hell's 
Highway’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Should get around $23,000, oke. Last 


week ‘Okay, America’ (U) a brodie 
at $13.800. 

Fox—(4,000; 25-35-40-50) ‘Painted 
Woman’ (Fox) and stage show. 


Gus Edwards revue, but zero biz at 
$8,000. Last week ‘Last Man’ and 
Reri did dullish $10,000. 

Strond—(2,000; 25-35-50) ‘Life 
Begins’ (WB). Splendid $21,000 in 
prospect and will hold over. Last 
week the Crash’ (WEB) off at 
$12 200, 





‘FRISCO SMASHLESS: 
TROUBLES’ $27,000 


San Francisco, Sept. 26. 

Looks like no smashes this week, 
‘Grand Hotel,’ at Paramount, creat- 
ing about only ripple on the local 
pond. Laurel and Hardy’s second 
full length feature is at the Fox and 
house counting upon comics without 
aid of expensive stage names. ‘Tiger 
Shark’ is getting a deuce week at 
Warners. 

Reopening of Orpheum and United 
Artists somewhat indefinite, though 
latter expected to light up about 
Oct. 10. 

Estimates for This Week 

(5,000; 50-70)—‘Pack Up 
Troubles’ (M-G) and stage show. 
Laurel-Hardy may see _ $27,000. 
‘Chandu’ (Fox) and Vera Gordon on 
stage last week poor on $21,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 30-40- 
65)—‘Most Dangerous Game’ (Radio) 
and vaude. Heidt band back after 
week’s vacation. Probable good $14,- 
500. Last week slightly over $15,- 
000 on ‘Okay America’ (U). 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 55-65)— 
‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G). Met may 
climb to good $17,000 on first week 
and hold over. Ten days of ‘Blonde 
Venus’ okay at $17,500. 

President (Harris) (1,410; 25-40) 
—Phantom Express (Majestic) and 
stage show. Second week of opera- 
tion good enough at $5,500. First 





Fox 


week with ‘Man Called Back’ (W- 
W) a neat $6,700. 
Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 55-65)— 


‘Heritage of Desert’ (Fox) and stage 
show. House will hit $17,000, fair. 
‘Night of June 13’ (Par) tough ’un 
to sell last week. Not up to par 
with $16,500. 

Warners (1,365; 55-65)—‘Tiger 
Shark’ (WB) (2nd week). Robin- 
son drawing and $8,000 satisfactory. 
First stanza $10,500. 





Guinan-Venus’ in 
Fine Minn. Fettle 
At $17,000-$15,500 


Minneapolis, Sept. 26. 


Thanks to Tex Guinan, the Or- 
pheum is forging into the lead of 
the local box office race this week 
for a change. The State isn’t so 
badly off, having Marlene Dietrich 
in ‘Blonde Venus.’ 

Public here seems to have taken 
a fresh yen for the flesh-and-blood 
girl shows, evidenced by the excep- 
tional business enjoyed by the Mar- 
cus exhibition at the Orpheum and 
the thriving Guinan trade. 

Plenty of tough opposition lately 
for the theatres, but it doesn’t seem 
to have hurt the State and Orphe- 
um, which, with the 4,200-seat 
Minnesota and the 1,800-seat Cen- 
tury closed, have the topnotch field 
to themselves. This week there’s 
the Radio Show at the Municipal 
Auditorium and the Bainbridge 
stock opening at the Shubert. Inde- 
pendently operated Pantages and 
Seventh Street are cutting heavily 
into the Publix lesser loop houses, 
but Lyric remains a stronghold and 
this week will do big $7,500 on ‘Doc- 
tor X.’ Lunt and Fontanne open 
the Metropolitan road season Oct. 
10 in ‘Reunion in Vienna.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


State (Publix) (2,200; 55)— 
‘Blonde Venus’ (Par). Exciting 
feminine raves and liberal praise 
from critics. Business may build 
with Dietrich a fair name here. 
Looks like nice and profitable $15,- 
500. Last week ‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) 
$18,600, sensational. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 55)— 
‘Okay America’ (U) and Texas Gui- 
nan. Stage show the draw, and well 
liked. A sock $17,000 indicated. 
Last week ‘Paradise’ (Radio) $12,- 
000, fair. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—‘Doc- 
tor X’ (FN). Technicolor murder 
mystery attracting attention despite 
lack of cast names. Maybe big $7,- 





500. Last week ‘Speak Easily’ 
(M-G) $7,100. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35)—‘Is 
My Face Red?’ (Radio) and split. 


3etter than average pictures, should 


hit good $2,500. Last week ‘Holly- 
wood Speaks’ (Col) and ‘New 
Morals’ (M-G) $2,200. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25)—‘Almost 
Married’ (Fox), first run; ‘Wash- 
ington Masquerade’ (M-G), second 


loop run, and ‘Red Headed Woman 
(M-G), third loop run, split, about 


$1,200 indicated, pretty good. Last 
week ‘By Whose Hand’ (Col), first 
run, and ‘Million Dollar Legs’ 
(Par), second loop run, split, $800, 





light. 


Buff’s Smaller Houses 
Best; ‘June 13’ $20,000 


Buffalo, Sept. 26. 

Business indifferent, lesser houses 
holding their own best. The Buffalo 
is suffering a setback, while ‘Hotel,’ 
on its second week, is. sliding 
rapidly. 

Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65). 
—Night of June 13th’ (Par). Harry 
Richman and stage show. At $20.- 
000, house is not up to expectations 
Last week, ‘A Successful Calam- 
ity’ (WB) and stage show, $29,600. 
very good. 

Great Lakes (Publix) (3,400; 39- 
40-65)—‘Grand Hotel’ (MGM) (24d 
week. Away down on draw to 
$9,000. Last week ‘Hotel's’ first 
$21,000, great. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35- 
55)—‘Bie City Blues’ (WB) and 
stage show. Looks to $9,000, good. 
Last week ‘Passport to Hell’ (Fox) 
and stage show. Okay, $8,700. 


Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 25-35)— 
‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par). Upping 


house to an $8,600 gait. Last week 
‘Doctor X’ (WB), $7,700. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25)—‘Last 
Mile’ (WB). Very big at $10,000. 
Last week ‘Hollywood Speaks’ 
(Col), bad at $6,000. 


Vande Revival 
$15,000, Columbus, 
And Loew Hurries 


Columbus, Sept. 26. 
After a steady diet of films with 
no stage shows since early spring, 
customers are going for the resump- 
tion of vaude at the RKO Palace. 
House may build to $15,000 this 


week. Lines started more than an 
hour before show time and contin- 
ued from then on, Thurston is the 
stage attraction. 

Other houses will suffer. Loew’s, 
expected to book in stage shows 
again toward the end of October, is 
making every effort to get under 
way Sept. 30. Palace prices again 
up, due to vaude. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (38,074; 35-55)— 
‘Dangerous Game’ (Radio) and 
vaude, Thurston on stage may 
see $15,000 or better without trying 
very hard. Last week ‘Horse Feath- 
ers’ (Par) did plenty fine $13,000. 
Shifted to Majestic for second week. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-40)— 
‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G), Second week 
and probably be glad to see fair 
$8,000. Last week did fine $14,000. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-40)— 
‘Down to Earth’ (Fox). Slow but 
may build on nearby Palace over- 
flow. But hardly better than $6,000 
in sight. Last week ‘70,000 Wit- 
nesses’ (Par) nice enough at $8,500. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 25-40)—‘Miss 
Pinkerton’ (FN). Poor around $4,- 
200. Last week ‘Two Against World’ 
(WB) fair enough at $5,300. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 15-30)— 
‘Horse Feathers’ (Par). In second 
downtown week looks good at $3,000. 
‘Painted Woman’ (Fox) last week, 
$2,100. 


‘Venus’ May Better 
$9,000 as ‘Hat Check’ 
Pursues Oke $3,800 


Indianapolis, Sept. 26. 
Palace is again in the money with 
‘Grand Hotel.’ It is being held a 
second week. Circle and Indiana 
have gone back to Paramount prod- 


uct after using WB pictures last 
week. Indiana eased a bit with 
‘Blessed Event,’ although Dick 
Powell, who started his stage and 
radio career here, being in the cast 
helped. 

Business remains okay at alli 
downtown houses despite inclement 
weather. Palace is stressing its ex- 
clusive showing of ‘Hotel.’ No re- 
port as yet when Lyric, vaudfilm, 
will reopen. 


Estimates for This Week 














more. Last week ‘Successful Calam- 

ity’ (WB) closed around $6,500. 
Indiana (Skouras-Publix) (3,300: 

25-35-55), ‘Night of June 13’ (Par). 


ful. Last week ‘Blessed 
(WB) fell to $9,000, despite exploita- 
tion on Dick Powell, local fav. 





1000 last week, 


Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- | 


35-55), ‘Hat Check Girl’ (Fox). 
Perky biz. Looks good for $3,800, | 
good. Last week ‘Chandu’ (Fox) 
only fair, $3,000. 

Circle (Skouras-Publix) (2,600; 
25-35-55), ‘Blonde Venus’ (Par). 


Should rake in neat $9,000, maybe | 


Might get up to $11,000, but doubt- | 
Event’ | 


Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25-35), 
‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G). Being held} 
second week, unusual. Will reap} 
$7.000 in second week, Close to $190,- 





‘Venus Sends Par Over $60,000 
Again; Robinson, Fairbanks Both 


$35,000; 4 at $18,000 on Bway 


But for a couple of exceptions, box 
offices in the Broadway sector re- 
flect the indifference of a spending 
public. Most of the business is go- 
ing to the Paramount and Winter 
Garden, with a second nice week in 
a row for the former at $60,000. 

Paramount needs the climb of this 
and last week to make up for the 
new low the house hit three weeks 
back. ‘Blonde Venus’ was to have 
come in then instead of now. This 
picture, though doing nicely, is un- 
likely to hold over unless Publix 
later in the week so decides regard- 
less of business. Previous picture 
at house, ‘Night of June 13,’ looked 
like a sure holdover after doing 
$64,800. But if that one wasn’t held, 
‘Venus’ probably won't be either. 
| Garden, whose incumbent is ‘Tiger 





| ‘Street’ a Lincoln i. 0. * 





Lincoln, Sept. 26. 

Biz showing a nice upturn this 
week, although rain and cold chis- 
eled deeply into the middle of last 
week’s receipts. 

‘Grand Hotel’ looks top currently, 
while ‘Back Street’ played to capac- 
ity last week to achieve the impos- 
sible by being held over for three 
days. 

Estimates for This Week 


Lincoln (Publix) (1,600; 10-30-40) 
—‘Paradise’ (Radio). Will get nice 
2,900. Last week ‘70,000 Witnesses’ 
(Par) looked mighty good at $3,000. 

Orpheum (Publix) (1,200; 10-20- 
30)—‘Big City Blues’ (WB). Prob- 
ably $1,150, oke. Last week ‘Shop- 
worn’ (Col) did moderate $950. 

State (Indie) (500; 10-25-35)— 
‘Back Street’ (U). Held over three 
days after gathering momentum all 
the way to $2,600 first week. 

Stuart (Publix) (1,900; 10-25-35- 
50-60)—‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G). Good 
for $13,700. Last week ‘Down to 
Earth’ (Fox) had midweek slump 
to $3,400. 


Century on $18,000 
Heads Balto; ‘Venus’ 











Baltimore, Sept. 26. 

Business is leveling off this week 
due, in some cases, to hold-overs. 

Hold-over honor goes to Keith’s, 
house drawing a couple of self-ad- 
ministered back pats for having its 
second extended run picture in suc- 
cession. First was ‘Back Street’ 
and present continuation of the cus- 
tom is ‘Horse Feathers.’ 

The New is the worrier at pres- 
ent. It has not had a real sturdy 
grosser in sometime, the closest to 
walloping biz having come from 
‘Congorilla’ more than a month ago. 
Current ‘Hat Check Girl’ is patent- 
ly not destined for big things here. 
Local critics stooped to ironical re- 
views. 

Unless there’s a thundering 
change at the gates Hipp will fin- 
ish on the sad side of the fence, 
with Rudy Vallee. Accompanying 
picture is not strong on names, be- 
ing the indie ‘13th Guest.’ Duke 
Ellington is having a better time 
of it at the Century where the 
Laurel-Hardy feature, ‘Pack Up 
Your Troubles’ is something of a 
help. 

‘Blonde Venus’ at the Stanley is 
not exceptional for biz though it 
gives evidence of building. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25- 
35-55-66-75) ‘Troubles’ (M-G) and 
vaude. Duke Ellington on stage 
and though a repeat in this town, 
is tinkling out a vo-do-de-o $18,000. 
Last week ‘Tigar Shark’ (FN) man- 
age a good enough $14,700. 

Hipp (Rappaport) (2,600; 25-35- 
55-66-75) ‘13th Guest’ (Mon) and 
vaude. Rudy Vallee on platform for 
six days only. Means boosted gross 











On $2,600 First Week: 


| 


} 





Runner-Up, $16,000 


Shark,’ with Edward G. Robinson, 
is again proving the Robinson lure 
on Broadway. House points to a 
big $35,000 with odds to beat that 
in the picture’s favor. ‘Robinson 
Crusoe’ seems the current runner- 
up. On its first week at the Rivoli 
this Fairbanks saga will do around 
$35,000. 

The Roxy has another WB pic- 
ture, its second, in ‘Successful Cal- 
amity,’ which presages a $45,000 
week. 

The two holdovers on theatre row 
are ‘Grand Hotel’ at Capitol and 
‘Life Begins’ at Strand. Neither are 
in the standout class. Cap won't do 
over $58,000 on eight days, disap- 
pointing, while Strand will be con- 
tent but not overjoyed to get $18,000. 
Three other houses are in the 
$18,000 gross rating—Mayfair, Pal- 
ace and, most disillusioning of all, 
the Rialto. Harold Lloyd's ‘Movie 
Crazy, disappointing on its first 
week at $30,000, has little chance of 
roping more than a flat $18,000. It 
begins to look like only three weeks 
for the picture and out. 

Palace at $15,500 will be doing the 
antithesis in business of the Lloyd 
picture, based on house averages, 
overhead, run classification, etc. 
That's very nice for ‘Horse Feath- 
ers, second run, and a vaude bill 
headed by Charles King. 

Mayfair will be about $500 behind, 
or $18,000 with ‘Hell’s Highway,’ 
first of the chain gang pictures. It 
isn’t the kind of money the Mayfair 
hopes for each week. 

Criterion opened good with 
‘Maedchen in Uniform,’ a German- 
language picture, playing to ca- 
pacity except for matinees, which 
are reported slightly off. On first 
five days around $10,000. 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012; 83-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
—‘Strange Interlude’ (M-G) (4th 
week).. Holding up well, with good 
sale at box office, both: afternoon 
and night, for show that day. 

Capitol (5,400; 35-72-83-$1.10- 
$1.65)—Grand Hotel’ (M-G) (2d 
week) and stage show. A little dis- 
appointing on its holdover week of 
eight days at $58,000. Perhaps 
house should have spotted a strong 
name stage show with picture. First 
week $68,000, quite a long distance 
away from figure anticipated. House 
back to Friday openings this Friday 
(30). 

Criterion (878; 25-40-83-$1.10- 
$1.65) —‘Maedchen in Uniform’ 
(Krimsky). Opened run at $1.50 
top Wednesday (21), doing good 
business. Evenings strong, mats 
slightly off. Around $10,000 run up 
first five days. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-72-83)—‘Hell's 
Highway’ (Radio). The new Richard 
Dix picture isn’t luring big coin at 
$18,000. Last week, second of ‘Bird 
of Paradise’ (Radio), $16,200. On 
its two weeks picture did very nicely 
at $45,000 even. 

Palace (1,700; 30-40-65-83)— 
‘Horse Feathers’ (Par) (2d run), 
and vaude. The mad Marxes are 
turning the trick; $18,500 will be 
strictly okay biz here. Last week 
‘Down to Earth’ (Fox) (2d run) and 
vaude, only $12,590. 

Paramount (3,664; 40-72-94-$1.10) 

—‘Blonde Venus’ (Par) and stage 
show. The Marlene Dietrich item 
is proving the Dietrich draw at 
around $60,000, very nice. No one 
on stage as b. o. bait. Last week 
‘Night of June 13’ (Par) big at $64,- 
800, some draw figuring from stage 
with Phil Baker, Fannie Brice and 
Mitchell and Durant. 
Rialto (2,000; 40-55-72-92-$1.10)— 
‘Movie Crazy’ (Par) (2d week). The 
year’s biggest surprise in the wrong 
direction; will be fortunate to score 
$18,000 on second seven days. First 
week (last) only $30,000 when any- 
body prior to opening would have 
placed a bet for a gross of double 
that. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-72-94-$1.10)— 
‘Mr. Robinson Crusoe’ (UA). On 
first week ought to reach $35,000, 
good. Final week of ‘Love Me To- 
night’ (Par) here a meagre $11,000, 
proving it shouldn't have been held 
a fifth week. 

Roxy (6,200; 35-55-83-$1.65)—‘A 
Successful Calamity’ (WB) and stage 





but not enough to offset added |show. Maybe $45,000, a thin profit 
overhead. Looks $11,000. Week| with the wiy the overhead’s whit- 
previous ’way off at $6,700 on ‘Night | tled down Last week an atrocity 
Mayor’ (Col). at $28,000 on ‘Painted Woman’ 
Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,450; 25- | (Fox). 
30-40) ‘Horse Feathers’ (Par). Strand (2,900; 35-55-83-93-$1.10) 
Heightened figures intoxicating. |—‘Life Begins’ (WB) (2d week). 
That $11,100 will satisfy and likely | Drops to about half of its week, or 
to keep to $6,000 for additional six | $18,000, oke, but not enough to 
| days. merit further holding. First seven 
New (Mechanic) (1.800: 25-40-50) jdays @ pretty $235,000. ‘Cabin in the 
‘Hat Check Girl’ (Fox). Hardly | Cotton’ opens here Thursday (29). 
likely to figure more than flabby Winter Garden (1,419: 35-55-83- 
$4,000. Last week ‘Chandu’ (Fox) | 94) —‘Tiger Shark’ (WB). Edward 
$4,300. jG Robinson is still big it the 
} Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,600: 25-40- | Broadway b. o., regardless of what 
5-66-75) ‘Blonde Venus’ (Par). | he may be in Hocus Pocus, Tex., and 
| Comme for $16,000 and on the happy | on first week in a diff type of story 
side by a neat margin. ‘Grand | will run up 35,000, to warm the 
j tcotel (M-G) previous session had |cockles of the WRB heart. Last 
its night trade in high for fine $18 week “Big Cit Blues,” on h. 0, a 
1 3998, bwa $9300 
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ise Stageless 
But Deny. $15,000, 


All Others Slow: (Monday) 
there’s a scramble for the dollar. 


Denver, Sept. 26. 
No stage shows at the Denver and 
Orpheum is not as yet reacting to 
the benefit of the Rialto and Para- 
mount, but Denver, on first week as 
straight filmer, improves its biz over 


final week of stage shows. Will do 
$15,000. Theatre managers and 
stage hands are still deadlocked, 


denting business in most spots. 

Orpheum is headed for its lowest 
gross since opening. 

Estimates for This Week 

Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-35-40- 
55)—Grand Hotel’ (M-G). House is 
up to $15,000 minus stage stuff. 
stage show $14,200. 

Orpheum (RiKO-Huffman) (2,600; 
25-35-40-55)—‘Successful Calamity’ 
(WB). Way low at $8,500. Last 
week ‘Paradise’ (Radio), with Black- 
stone, magician, did $18,000, exceél- 
lent. Big publicity campaign helped. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25-40) 
—Tizer Shark’ (FN). Mild at $5,- 
800. Last week ‘Life Begins’ (FN) 
only $4,900, away off. Picture semi- 
roadshowed, fcur a day, all seats re- 
served, and fans didn’t like it. 

Rialto (RKO-Huffman) (900; 20- 
25-10)—‘War Correspondent’ (Col). 
Around $2,800. Last week ‘Passport 
to Hell’ (Fox) a fine $3,000. 


Seaitle Stageless 


Due to Musicians; 
‘Veaus’ Fair, $8,500 


Seattle, Sept. 26. 

This week the first runs are with- 
out bands or organists. Likewise no 
staze shows or vaude, but business 
is fair. All due to musician union 
trouble. 

Last week the musicians, center 
of the contention, asked Fox West 
Coast to continue the music, with 
any settlement made to be retroac- 
tive, but proposal was turned down 
by Frank Newman, Jr., who has 
been handling negotiations during 
absence of his father. Latter in N. 
Y.. returning the end of this week. 

Thus, Fanchon-Marco’s ‘Town 








$13,500. 


25-55)—‘The Crash’ 
a moderate $6,000. Last week ‘Rob- 


LLOYD LEADS N. H. 


‘Movie Crazy,’ Big $13,500 at Par— 
Competition Keen 








New Haven, Sept, 26. 
Town is experiencing its toughest 
competition in months. With ace 
films at the three deluxers and Shu- 
| bert legit season opening night 





with ‘Cat and Fiddle,’ 
Harry Arthur has booked ‘Grand 
Hotel’ as number one in a series of 
exclusive showings. Nice opening, 
|but questionable if enough extra 
quarters and halves will come in to 
warrant additional (exclusive) ex- 
pense. 
Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 40-60) 





—Movie Crazy’ (Par) and unit. 
Brought out the S. R. O. sign and 
will see $13,500, v.g. Last week 


‘June 13’ (Par), $10,100, okay. 

Poli (Arthur) (3,040; 35-50)— 
‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G). At pop prices 
should get around $10,500. Last 
week ‘American Madness’ (Col) and 
‘Blondie’ (M-G)) okay at $7,800. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50)—‘Blessed Event’ (WB). Biz has 
been picking up weekly at this house 
and currently should reach about 
$5,700. Last week ‘Successful Ca- 
lamity’ (WB), same figure. 


ALL QUIET IN P’LAND, 
BUT ‘TIGER’ $13,500 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 26. 
Fox-Paramount is again plugging 
its F-M unit in the top spot. Tab 
is ‘Irene’ and picture ‘Tiger Shark.’ 
With no vaude at the Orpheum 
and no legit in the burg, this leaves 
F-M shows at the Fox-Paramount 
the only stage shows locally, and 

house is exploiting the monopoly. 
Hamrick’s Oriental is following a 


poor week with ‘Two Against the 
World’ with ‘Successful Calamity’ 
and latter is clicking. 
Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (Fox-Parker) (3,000; 
25-65)—Tiger Shark’ (FN) and 
stage unit,‘ Irene.’ Should get okay 
Last week ‘Chandu’ (Fox) 
fair $11,000. 
Broadway (2,000; 
Getting 








(Fox-Parker) 
(FN). 


inson Crusoe’ (UA) opened house 
for season to good $8,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Okay America’ (UU). May better 
$5,900. Last week ‘Paradise’ (Ra- 


and Country’ unit is laying off this | dio) did $6,900 with admish raised to 


week here. Jumps next to Vancou- 
ver, B. C. 

Orpheum has Lew Ayres on a 
‘magic carpet’ over marquee with 
big bally for ‘Okay America.’ Lib- 
erty continues steadily. Music Box 
had full house preview for ‘Blessed 
Event’ and seems set for oke intake. 
‘Blonde Venus’ seems steady, but no 
big crush. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fifth Ave. (2,300; 25-55)—Blonde 
Venus’ (Par). Price scale dropped 
a dime as stage show out. At $8,- 
500, fair. Last week ‘70,000 Wit- ! 
nesses’ (Par), with stage show main 
draw. ‘Follow Thru’ (tab), didn’t 
do so well. Four-a-day seems to be 
telling on spirit of the thing. Did 
$12,300. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-55)— 
‘Okay America’ (U). On the way to 


$6,500, moderate. Last week ‘Hold 
"Em Jail’ (Radio), $6,000. 
Fox (F-WC) (2,100; 25-55)— 


‘Tiger Shark’ (WB). Seems headed 
for some biz, although minus stage 
presentation, $4,000. Last week 
‘Downstairs’ (M-G) and ‘Un- 
ashamed’ (M-G), split, for $2,900. 

Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) 
(2,000; 10-15-25)—‘13th Guest.’ All 
right on $4,300: Last week ‘Unholy 
Love’ and ‘Mounted Fury’ very good 
at $4,600. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25-55) 
-—‘Blessed Event’ (WB). Lots of 
plugging with paid preview to help 
for $4,500. Last week ‘Successful 
Calamity’ (WB), second week, for 
$3,000. 

Coliseum (FWC). Dark. Last 
week ‘Red Headed Woman’ (M-G) 
surprised and hit $1,700 in four days. 
Third time film in town. 


Damages for $12,000 
Favor of Exhib for 
Faulty Equipment 


Pine Bluff, Ark., Sept. 26. 

T. A. Shea has been awarded 
judgment for $12,500 a second time 
in Desha Circuit court at Arkansas 
City against the General Talking 
Picture Co. for unsatisfactory equip- 
ment supplied to Shea for the Pal- 
ace, which he operated in 1930. Gen- 
eral sued Shea for the unpaid ac- 
count. The exhib counter sued for 
$16,000 and was awarded judgment 
for $12,000. On appeal to the Su- 
preme court it was remanded and 
on second trial the same verdict was 
given Shea. 











-— ‘Successful 


50 cents. 

United Artists (Fox-Parker) (1,- 
000; 25-35)—‘Divorce’ (M-G). Going 
poorly on $4,000. Last week ‘Night 
of June 13’ (Par) failed to better 
$3,500. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 
Calamity’ 


25-35) 


(WB). 


Boosting biz to good $5,f90. Last 
So cab ‘Two Against World’ (FN) 


Rialto (Gamble) (1,500; 25)—‘Al- 
most Married’ (Fox). A weak $2,500. 
Last week ‘Painted Woman’ $2,000. 


‘VENUS’ BIG $36,000; 
HUB OTHERWISE DULL 


Boston, Sept. 26. 

The Met dropped its top price from 
83 cents to 75 and that plus Mar- 
lene Dietrich in ‘The Blonde Ve- 
nus’ is bringing the crowds to the 
house. Indications are for big 
$36,000. 

The other picture houses are 
crawling along at a slow pace, pray- 
ing for cold weather. 

Estimates for This Week 

Met (Publix) (4,300; 35-55-75) 
‘Blonde Venus’ (Par) and Will Ma- 
honey and Raquel Torres on stage 
will draw around $36,000, excellent. 
Take of $28,200 last week with 
‘Night of June 13’ (Par) and Harry 
Richman on stage, fair enough. 

Paramount (Publix) (1,800; 30- 
55-66) ‘Movie Crazy’ (Par). May 
better $9,500, not much ahead of dull 








$9,000 netted by ‘Tiger Shark’ 
(WB) last week. 
Keiths (RKO) (4,000; 35-50-83). 


‘Once in a Life Time’ (U) with Cliff 
Edwards on stage, chugging along 
at $19,000 pace, some better than 
last week’s meager haul with ‘The 
Most Dangerous Game’ (Radio) on 
screen and Roger Wolfe Kahn on 
stage, $16,800. 

RKO (4,000; 25-35-55) ‘The Last 
Man’ (Col) and vaudeville. Will be 
lucky to hold this house up to poor 
$10,000. Only $9,500 on ‘Bird of Par- 
adise’ last week. 





Cohan’s Chicago Debut 
Chicago, Sept. 26. 

George M. Cohan’s first talkinz 
picture, ‘The Phantom President’ 
(Par) was ordered switched from 
the Chicago to the United Artists 
for an extended run. 

After New York execs got a load 
of the picture the switch was or- 
dered by long distance telephone. 
It follows ‘Movie Crazy’ Oct. 1. 








Grid Film Career 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Universal's intention to make 
a football feature annually 
may yet put Jack Foley, Jr., 
through college. Boy, a foot- 
ball player and a son of Jack 
Foley of U’s technical depart- 
| ment, worked as an extra in 
the studio’s last two pigskin 
features. 

In ‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ he 
worked 26 days at $7.50 per, 
earning enough to finish his 
last year a high school. Wear- 
ing moleskins for a month at 
the same salary in the making 
of ‘All-American,’ youngster 
also saved enough to com- 
plete his freshman year at 
Loyola. 

If football films hold up, 
Foley, Jr.’s, diploma is prac- 
tically in the bag, but he’s 
worried about his amateur 
status. 








HOTEL,’ $30,000, SAPS 





Detroit, Sept. 26. 
The old days, when an outstand- 
ing attraction helped all the other 


first runs, are certainly over. With 
‘Grand Hotel’ in its first pop priced 
showing nearing house records at 
the U. A., other houses seem to be 
suffering from anemia. Overflow is 
just a memory. 

Ben Bernie, at the Michigan, is 
the chief sufferer. Bernie’s mild at- 
tention is causing plenty of discus- 
sion, but he should build, although 
he’s running out of days on a lim- 
ited seven days’ engagement. ‘Okay 
America,’ following all the other col- 
umnist pictures at the Downtown, 
is suffering from lack of enthusiasm. 
Fox goes into its last week of 
straight pictures with ‘Chandu’ and 
a nice bally campaign that may 
bring a little money. House has paid 
plenty for it’s labor troubles cou- 
pled with poor pictures. Fisher is 
picking up a little this week. 











Circulation of 
Dailies Guides 
Opening Days 


New York Paramount was set to 
start Thursday openings on Oct. 6, 
but is now confabbing the matter. 
Would have meant that every 
Broadway deluxer with the excep- 
tion of the Mayfair would be com- 
mitted to Thursday openings in- 
stead of Friday had not the Capitol 
shifted back te a Friday opening 
this week after 15 days of ‘Grand 
Hotel.’ 

Publix’s angle originally was that 
N. Y. dailies have fallen in Satur- 
day circulation quite a lot and gone 
up on Fridays, with theatres figur- 
ing that if they can get reviews of 
their pictures into the Friday pa- 
pers they’re better off. Now there 
is some question as to whether it 
would not be more advisable to 
have a uniform opening day with 
other houses. Capitol’s idea in go- 
ing back to Friday is to have the 
same opening day for shows as 
ether Loew houses. 


Coast’s First Stock 
Scene Depot Passes 
With Sale to Kandel 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
With the purchase of the Dawes 
Film Library by Morris J. Kandel, 
General Film Library, New York, 
Hollywood's original film collection 
depot passes out of existence. Fred 
Dawes, who conceived his library 
idea 22 years ago, has deserted pic- 
tures to operate the Weekly Pic- 
torial Co., publisher of a four-page 
rotogravure insert for small town 
papers. General will operate the 
Dawes plant as its coast branch. 

At one time, Dawes supplied the 
stock shots for practically every 
producer in Hollywood. Several 
years ago, however, the major stu- 
dios established their own libraries, 
thus limiting Dawes’ field of ac- 
tivity to the independents. Number- 
less indie features were born in the 
Dawes plant when indie producers, 
looking over old stock scenes, got 
ideas for features. 

Dawes is credited with originating 
the idea of ‘Ingagi.’ An African ex- 
plorer left 10,000 feet of negative at 
his plant to be developed. Explorer 
never returned, and Dawes was left 
holding the sack for the lab bill. To 
get out, he sold Nat Spitzer the idea 
of a gorilla picture to be made 
around the stuff the explorer left, 
with the result the African negative 
later became the much discussed 
fakey. 

Library business took a nosedive 
about two years ago when, through 
sound, producers could have actors 
talk of far away places, instead of 
inserting scenes. About that time, 
Dawes went into the short end busi- 
ness, buying the unexposed footage 
of negative, and selling it to indie 
producers and free lance cameramen 
for newsreel work. 

Recently, the studios, in their 
budget cutting, have been using the 
short ends for tests and frame line 
leader. Dawes output of clipped 
celluloid fell from 100,000 feet six 
months ago to less than 5,000 feet 
last month, due to his inability to 
buy the unused negative from the 
studios. 














Estimates for This Week 
Michigan (4,045; 15-35-72-75)— 
‘June 13th’ (Par) and Ben Bernie. 
Will do $30,000. Last week ‘70,000 


Witnesses’ (Par) and Ted Lewis 
fair at $33,000. 

Fisher (2,665; 15-35-72-75) — 
‘Troubles’ (M-G) and stage show. 


Around $16,000, a pickup. Last 
week ‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par) 
$12,000. 


United Artists (2,018; 15-35-55-72- 
75)—‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G). Big 
$30,000. Last week ‘Robinson Cru- 
soe’ (UA) in five days a poor $8,400. 


Downtown (2,750; 15-25-55) — 
‘Okay America’ (U). $8,000, off. 
Last week ‘Hold ’Em Jail’ (Radio) 


all right at $13,000. 

Fox (5,100; 15-25-55)—‘Chandu’ 
(Fox). Mavbe $10,000, poor. Last 
week ‘Passport to Hell’ (Fox) weak 
at $11,000. 


Film Panned, but $6,500 
On Dietrich, Louisville 
Louisville, Sept. 26. 
Business this week doesn’t look 
so rosy. Loew’s with another ex- 
clusive film, ‘Pack Up “Your 
Troubles,’ expects to lay in a good 
$9,000. Walter MacDowell, mer., 
making the most of the ‘exclusive’ 
angle. 


Rialto has imported Leon Janney 
to bolster ‘Two Against World.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (3,400; 25-35-50) “Truubles’ 
(M-G). Aiming for good $9,000. Last 
week ‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) $12,000. 
Rialto (2,800; 25-35-55) (Fourth) 








Ave.) ‘Two Against World’ (WB) 
and Léon Janney in person. Up to 
$8,000, good. Last week ‘Chandu’ 


(Fox) and vaude, $5,900. 

Strand (1,786; 25-35-50) (Fourth 
Ave.) ‘Blonde Venus’ (Par). Film 
panned by press but $6,500 on 
Dietrich name. Last week ‘Back 
Street’ (U) a good $6,900. 

Brown (2,000; 25-35-40) ‘Hold 
"Em Jail’ (Radio). All right at $3,- 
000. Last week ‘American Madness’ 
(Col) $2,500. 

Alamo (900; 15-25-40) (Fourth 
Ave.) ‘Hat Check Girl’ (Fox). Off 
at $1,800. Last week ‘Night Mayor’ 
(Col) $1,700. 


Only One Commish Suit 
Per Agent, Rules Court 


Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 
Superior Judge Frank C. Collier 
has ruled that an agent who has 
been discharged by a client can sue 
only once to collect commissions 
from that client and cannot con- 
t nue to bring other suits for sub- 
sequently earned salary. 

Any other recovery, following the 
first commission case, must be sued 
for in a separate action for breach 
of contract, Judge Collier stated in 
the William Morris vs. James Cag- 
ney trial, substantiating the ruling 
of the Appellate court in the Joyce 
& Selznick- Samson Raphaelson 
suit. 

Morris agency was awarded $110 
the fee due when Cagney discharged 
the firm as his agent. With this 
finding, Cagney now fa:2s a breach 
o£ contract suit which Loeb, Walker 
& Loeb are preparing for the Mor- 
ris office. 








WB Repeating Color 


For ‘Wax Museum’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

‘Wax Museum,’ the film started 
last week by Warners, will be made 
Wholly in Technicolor. Studio also 
did ‘Dr. X’ in color. 

Warners is the only studio still 
producing an occasional color fea- 
ture, most of the lots having stuck 
to black and white photography, 





DET.—FISHER $16,000 


10 Days Enough in 
Philly for ‘Love Me’; 
‘Hat Check’ at $18,000 


Philadelphia, Sept. 26. 

Sudden dive taken by ‘Love Me 
Tonight,’ after an excellent first 
week at the Boyd, is one of the local 
features. Picture only lasted 10 
days despite rave notices. ‘Grand 
Hotel’ followed Thursday (22), and 
better than $17,000 is expected, 
‘Bird of Paradise,’ at the Stanley, 
may make the grade for more than 
a single week. 
Stanton's ‘Most Dangerous Game’ 
seemed to delight the critics but 


not the fans. Fox has ‘Hat Check 
Girl on the screen, Benny Meroff’s 
band and Hal LeRoy on the stage, 
with satisfactory $18,000 anticipated. 
Karlton was to have a first run; 
‘Madame Racketeer,’ but switched 
at the last moment to ‘Blessed 
Event,’ which had a fairly prosper- 
ous week at the Stanley. 

Estimates for This Week 
Boyd (2,400; 35-55-75)'— ‘Grand 
Hotel’ (M-G). Star studded feature 
nine weeks at the Chestnut last 
spring. Should beat $17,000 and get 
at least an additional week. Last 
week ‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par) dove 
badly and only $6,000 in the four 
days it stayed over the first week, 
which was good. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75)—'Para- 
dise’ (Radio). Ought to get satis- 
factory $16,000. ‘Blessed Event’ 
(WB), $14,500 last week. 

Earle (2,000; 35-40-66)—‘Hold "Em 
Jail’ (Radio) and vaude. Possibly 
good $17,500. Last week ‘Down- 
stairs’ (M-G) weak at $13,000. 

Fox (3,000; 35-50-75)—‘Hat Check 
Girl’ (Fox) and stage show. Looks 
good enough to hit $18,000. House’s 
grosses have been building lately 
again. ‘Chandu’ (Fox), $18,500. 
Stanton (1,700; 35-40-75)—‘Dan- 
gerous Game’ (Radio). Good notices 
but not much b. o. activity, $9,500 
expected. ‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par) 
a bad $7,500 last week. 

Karlton (1,000; 30-40-55)—‘Blessed 
Event’ (WB). Moved from Stanley 
and should have prosperous $4,300. 
‘Horse Feathers’ (Par) a little un- 
der expectation, $3,900, last week. 
Arcadia (600; 30-40-55) — ‘Make 
Me Star’ (Par). Maybe $2,500. 
‘Skyscraper Souls’ (M-G) $2,700 last 
week. 


KAYSEE FEMMES GO 
FOR ‘VENUS’ $12,000 


Kansas City, Sept. 26. 

For the first time in four years, 
and the second time in its history, a 
picture is being held a second week 
at the Midland. ‘Grand Hotel’ is the 
feature, which last week reached 
$27,000, approximately as much as 
the gross for the prece“ing three 
weeks. It’s an ‘exclusive’ showing. 
Mainstreet has another of the big 
shows which have become regular 
the last few weeks. This time in 
addition to ‘Hold ’Em Jail’ there is 
the F-M ‘Sweet and Lovely,’ and as 
added features Arthur Lake and 
Florence Lake, film stars, and Bar- 
ney Rapp’s band and revue, all for 
40 and 60 cents. Bargain hunters 
are giving it a nice play. House 
gets out-of-towners over the week- 
end, being the only one with a stage 
show. 
With the Newman now under 
Publix operation again, manage- 
ment is out in strong publicity tell- 
ing of the big pictures to be offered. 
This week it’s ‘Blonde Venus,’ with 
the femmes going right after it. 

Estimates for This Week 
Liberty (Dubinsky) (860; 15-25)— 
‘June 13’ (Par). Little house con- 
tinues popular. Holding pretty 
regular to around $4,000. Last week 
‘Week-End Marriage’ (FN), $4,500. 
Loew’s Midland (Loew) (4,000; 
25-35-50)—‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) (2d 
week). Holdover not announced 
until end of week. Second film to 
get h. o. in four years, and indica- 
tions are for another nice gross, 
Probably about $16,000. Last week 
very big with $27,000. 
Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-35- 
50-60)—‘Hold ’Em Jail’ (Radio) and 
F-M unit plus added stage features, 
A big and long show. Will get close 











to $20,000. Last week ‘Congorilla’ 
(FN) $19,000. 

Newman (Publix) (1,800; 25-35- 
50)—‘Blonde Venus’ (Par). Looks 


like good $12,000. Last week ‘Suc- 
cessful Calamity’ (WB) could have 
done better but had to be satisfied 
with $8,000. 


Want ‘Merry-Go-Round’ 
For Roxy; RKO Has It 


The Skourases want ‘Washington 
Merry-Go-Round (Col) for the 
Roxy, N. Y. Would have to take it 
away from RKO which had the pic 
slated for the Mayfair. 

Not unlikely Skouras will get 
in view of the RKO-FWC 
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BARRYMORE 


POURS HIS BURNING 





SOUL INTO ONE OF 
THE FINEST LIVING 
DOCUMENTS THE 


STAGE HAS EVER 


GIVEN THE SCREEN! 





Sr & <r 

i ebo epes 
Aerts ae 
See cy 


OS ER ate WARD aye ret i he 




















= . 
z 
2.4.2 &se%so 
2O4 28: 8 
” 3.5.30 
F aZ0 wes 2s 
| Ra, a s. &g£r0 
5 ui = wy . 35 
>) To. =" 3". 
© 
ao wi = 2 § 
Ly ze as 33" 
” i QAC@a FEUx 
a? x S25 
> ~ OQ sa Z 
Q QO ale & 
a oe OY = = xa geO 
5 Se Q6ssta 
aoe Saaz F225" s2 
O wo g2fe= 
> Sn ee >o~2O 
£ 5 fo wos S< 
(eae >aQ . <a 
Pa) 
mm <a 
§ 
2 -eeay 3 ~ ~ 
debe paeds 3 
“5385, 3 
2eoF Sy ¥ 
ing Pe Ee : 
~S2gss8erm uj 
CSE net § 3 
So Peteees Ni 
Pert eses yas 3 
ASa5e 38 83 6 
= < &: ne oo oO % 
SastTaaii ; 
—< 


Tuesday, September 27, 1932 
TS rs —— =< —==—--— a eee eee a ren - — Se 


12 _VARIETY | 


a SE ee eee = = ——SS eee — 


ONCE IN A BLUE MOON A STARTLING| P 
BECAUSE IT IS DIFFERENT!...ENTHRALLING| B 








the MOST. DA 
RKO “THE MOST DANGEROUS GAME” will be one 
of the most talked-of pictures ever produced! 


A story of far-flung fancy... based on nothing that has ever gone before... brought 
to you by those adventurous story-tellers, Merian C. Cooper and Ernest B. Schoedsack, 


PICTURES 


4464 


who went to the far corners of the world to give you “Chang,” “Grass” and “Four 
Feathers”... and now plunge into the strangest world of all—THE WORLD OF 
IMAGINATION—creating a picture that hurls precedent out the door and ignores tra- 
dition with a thrill-charged romance born of adventures never even dreamed ‘til now! 


DAVID O. SELZNICK 
Executive Producer 
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- PICTURE COMES THROUGH! . . STRIKING 

















BECAUSE IT IS NEW!... 


























A man—fearless adventurer 
... a girl—beautiful, allur- 
ing... cast away on Zaroff's 
mysterious island! Their ship 
lured to destruction by his 
false beacon lights! . . . They 
had been wined and dined 
in that strange castle that was 
hidden by the mists of the 
sea! Then Zaroff — polished 





nobleman, fascinating host 
—had shown his secret room 
lined with the strangest tro- 
phies human eyes ever beheld! 


A story that leaps beyond 
the frontiers of imagination 
and hurls you into a world 
of fabulous adventure, 
tense, tugging mystery 
and glorious romance born 
in a world of terror! 


GAME“ 


With JOEL MSCREA 
FAY WRAY LESLIE BANKS 
ROBERT ARMSTRONG 


A COOPER-SCHOEDSACK PRODUCTION 


Directed by Ernest B. Schoedsack and Irving Piche! 
from the story by Richard Connel! 
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AND NOW! THE BOOK THAT FASCINATED 
MILLION 


- + « -- Si + Pe ee 


Se &  & A nation of women read the 
| Bees ~book and gasped! Sometimes 


e © fe 06 


Sessa they said “s-s-sh” when it was 
meee =mentioned ... afraid to admit 


“ee 5 ee es HO pa that such things could be true! 


dun p Ne Stems ...but every woman found that 


oo eS ee, be t be: & 6 eee. See 6. <b 8 ee ep 


Seeman. ones eames peeves ©she could put her feet into the 


ao a) G teens eer vue shoes of one of the Thirteen 


7: ceree  OLemmmeeey aaa women... that’s why millions 


Sceemer so leemeemes || seamen will flock to theatres to see it! 


S ae in es With © 
s oe *» IRENE DUNNE 
Boer | RICARDO CORTEZ 


oe | JILL ESMOND 
a f MYRNA LOY 


ee staranctisehitvirtéas Peg Entwhistle Mary Duncan 


he ce se Paeted by George -fechaboud 


RKO 


. 6 @ 2,06 Oa 


PICTURES 





David O. Selznick, Exec. Producer 
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PAR-UFA NEWSREELS 


RENEW FOR GERMANY | 


Berlin, Sept. 26. 

Paramount and Ufa have agreed 
to terms on a continuation of their 
newsreel merger in Germany. Both 
companies have.worked together in 
a reel here for the past two years, 
but had considerable talking to do 
before they signed the current 
renewal 

Explained here that the renewal 
applies only to newsreel and has 
nothing to do with feature produc- 
tion, about which the two companies 
have been conducting negotiations 
for some time. 





Paris, Sept. 26. 
Paramount -has started a news- 


reel of its own for this territory, 
with the first issue out this week. 
Plan was started by Emanuel 


Cohen when over here several years 


ago, but has not been able to ma- 
terialize until now. 
EK. B. DaAscom is in charge. 





Par’s S. A. 0-0 


Cc. C. Margon, head of the South 
American division of the Para- 
mount foreign department, leaves 


for a complete survey of his ter- 
ritory on Oct. 1. It'll be the first 
time he has visited all the outlying 
offices in his territory since taking 


office about six months ago. He 
expects to be gone about four 
months. 

While down there attempt will 
be made by Margon to straighten 
out money exchange and shipping 
difficulties in Chile, Argentine, 
Brazil and other tempestuous cor- 
ners 


New German Contract 


Pact Includes Cinemas 
Berlin, Sept. 17. 
After some -hesitation the Federal 
Ministry of Labor has declared as 
binding the new agreement for} 
Variety, cabarets and (through addi- 


tional regulations) for the circus 
trade. The Contract agreement has 
been concluded between the inter- 


national union of' variety theatre 
and circus directors and the inter- 
national, union of. artists (Interna- 
tionale Artisténloge) and provides 
for a number of changes which will 
also apply to motion picture theatres 
where stage shows are being given. 

Particularly interesting is the reg- 
ulation dealing with artists holding: 
several contracts., The paragraph 
reads as follows:+“During the dura- 
tion of the contract the artist is not 
allowed, either publicly or privately, 
to appear on other stages, except on 
those under the same roof. This 
prohibition also refers to broadcast- 
ing performances and shows in mo- 
tion picture theatres. Agreements 
containing a stipulation to the con- 
trary are null and void. 

According to regulations, only 
contracts are valid in which place, 
time, kind of work and salary have 
been agreed upon by letter or wire. 

A fixed travel and baggage fee 
can be fixed between employer and 
employee in order that the employer 
may arrive at a correct calculation 
of his salary:.expenses. 


Swedish Thrift 


Stockholm, Sept. 15. 

View of: Joeal film companies is 
that Hollywood trained men cost 
too much and ypset local ideas, The 
average cost of’ a Swedish film is 
never over $10,000 except when 
Fridolf Rudeen, highest paid star, 
is in cast. 

They have a couple of American 
trained men doing piece work in 
laboratories and scenario depart- 
ments and are trying for $20 week- 
ly to get the lowdown on the Dun- 
ning process and latest Hollywood 
developments. Those foreign trained 
soon get fed up and clear out for 
Berlin or London where they still 
get paid enough to live on. 





KORDA DOING ‘SHREW’ 
Berlin, Sept. 17. 
Elisabeth Bergner, German ac- 
tress, has been engaged by Alexan- 
der Korda for a film to be made for 





the London Film Company in Lon- 


don. English authoress, M. Ken-} 
nedy, has written a modern adapta- | 
tion of Shakespeare’s ‘Taming of 
the Shrew 

Miss Bergner will act in the Ger- 
man as well as in the English ver- | 
sion and her husband, Dr. Paul 
Czinner, will be the director. 


FILM NEW 





Albertini in Asylum 
After Mental Lapse 


Berlin, Sept, 17. 

The well-known film actor Lu- 
ciano Albertini has been brought to 
the Wittenau asylum, 

Two years ago the actor, whose 
real name is Francesco Vispegneni, 
suffered a stroke. But his health im- 
proved again and Albertini played 
again in films 

However, two weeks ago, his men- 
tal condition became alarming and 
he was brought to Wittenau by his 
friend and colleague Gambino. 


PAR RUSHES 16 EXTRAS 
FOR SPANISH RELEASE: 





a 

Paramount has suddenly decided 
to go ahead full force on Spanish 
language pictures, and to a greater 
extent than anticipated. According 
to the company, the market has 
suddenly opened up and is showing 
interest, with Par anxious to be 
first on the spot. 

Scheduled for immediate produc- 
tion in Joinville; near Paris, are 
Spanish dubbing jobs on 6 Joinville- 
made ‘French productions and 8 
Hollywood-made English films. Also 
two straight shot musicals in Span- 
ish are in work, with these 16 films 
to be added to the regular amount 
of films treated with Spanish super- 
imposed titles. : 

Orders are for Joinville to rush 
the Spanish pictures, even so far 
as to giving them preference over 
regular Joinville productions. 





French Capital Freer 
For Studio Financing 


Paris, Sept. 17. 
Picture money is getting a bit 
easier with many independent cap- 
italists angeling. 3usiness is sub- 


ject to many hazards, especially 
when angels suddenly withdraw. 
One picture company recently found 
a woman backer pulling off at a few 
hours’ notice. 

Braunberger Richebe who had to 
permit a creditors’ committee to su- 
pervise their finances, are now bet- 
ter off than they have been in a 
long time, due to committee's close 
supervision, studo renting opera- 
tions showing a clear. profit. 

Part of the studio rent for work 
done there by Forrester Parent will 
probably be paid by latter by hand- 
ing Braunberger Richebe some_ of 
the Columbia productions treated by 
Forrester, which Braunberger Ri- 
chebe will use themselves to fulfill 
their contracts to supply programs 
to exhibitors. 





Collecting Pay from 
Angels in Old Mexico 


Mexico City, Sept. 22. 


Accusations of slander have been 
filed with local police by Alex Phil- 
lips, cameraman: who came here 
about a year ago from Hollywood 
and has done work on several pic- 
tures for National Motion Picture 
Production Co., against Felix de 
Martino and Miguel Contreras 
Torres. 

Phillips declares the men, who are 
backers of a picture called ‘Revolu- 
tion,” engaged him at $200 a week, 
but when he sought to collect, in 
view of suspénsion of work on the 
picture, de Martino and Torres ac- 
cused him of destroying three reels 
of the picture worth about $3,000. 
Phillips denies destroying reels or 
otherwise tampering with the pie- 
ture. 





Jannings in English 
Paris, Sept. 17, 
Emil Jannings will do the English 


and German versions of ‘King 
Pausole’ for Comptoir Francais 
Cinematographique. 

Film, currently made on the 
Riviera, is one of the most ambi- 
tious and spectacular French pro- 
ductions yet attempted. It is di- 


rected by Alex Granowsky. 
French version is done by Andre 
Berley. 


Tobis Set in Orient 





3erlin, Sept. 15. 
An agreement has been reached 
between Tobis and the Twoa Shoji | 
Goshi Kaisha of Japan under which | 


this firm will acquire its German 
films through the Tobis Industrie 
| Gesellschaft (Tiges) 

Two Tobis films have already been | 
sold to Japan. The Japanese firm} 
will handle Tobis-Ktangfilm record- | 
ing sets in Japan 


Metro's Foreign 
Production Goes 
Abroad; Out Here 


- 


Culver City, Sept. 26. 


Abandoning its foreign produc- 


pletion of one more synced version, 
machinery is already underway at 
Metro for the transferring of all of 
filming to 


its future multi-lingual 


Europe. 


|} lowe, 
tion department here upon the com- | 


RADIO CLOSES FRENCH 
TERRITORY WITH HAIK 


Under the present plans, the pro- 


ducing units will be set up in Paris 
and Rome. There is little likelihood 
of producing in Berlin later, this 
undertaking being considered un- 
profitable under the present set-up. 

It is not expected that any pic- 
tures will be made in Europe for 
at least six months. Fred Pelton, 
studio manager here 
with this phase of production will 
go from here within the next few 


and familiar | 


| 
| 





| 
| 


| 


|; made 





| 
' 
| 
| 
| 


weeks to survey the field, with a| 


view of engaging. studio 
equipping it and engaging talent, 
Currently, there are around 40 


' 
space, | 


}the Europa Friday (23). 
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Blumenthal Arrives to 
Palaver with Paramount 


Ike Blumenthal of Paramount 
headed a sizable collection of show! 
people who arrived in New York on 


thal is here with arrangements for 
new European tieups for his com- 
pany as regards authors and talent 
necessary by the break of 
Paramount with the Frohman office. | 

Also aboard the ship after Euro- | 
pean vacations were Lillian Gish, | 
Margalo Gillmore and Julia Mar-| 


— 





Paris, Sept. 26.°°] 
Haik, local film producer and} 
theatre chain operator, has taken 


over the entire Radio Pictures pro- 
duct for France. Deal was nego- 
tiated and put through by Ambrose 
Dowling, RKO's foreign chief, who | 
is here. 

Understood here that Haik has 
found a new financial backer in 
Andre Courtenay, which encourages 
him to expand operations, 

In New York trade circles it is 
difficult to understand the Haik- 
RKO deul, in view of the fact that | 
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‘CAUMONT-BRITISH NET 
$1,695,500, TOPS 1931 


London 
made i net 
March 31, 

ording 


Sept. 26. 


Gaumont-British 


prohnt tor the vear ending 
1932 of abo it $1 695.500 
te the <« annual statement 


a divi- 
this 


ompany's 
issued Directors voted 
dend of 6° on the strength of 
business showing 

While the dividend remains 
same as in the past four years 
profits are a bit higher than 
before. In 1931 the company's profits 
were estimated at 364,489 pounds, 
compared to the current 490,300. In 


the 
the 
ever 


| 1930 the figure was 317,077 pounds, 
and in 1929, 176,833. 
Since the issuance of the past 


year’s statement the company’s 
holdings have increased consider- 
ably, several big new theatres hav- 
ing been added to the company's 
chain, among them the Alhambra 
in Paris and the Gaumont Palaces 
in Coventry, Hammersmith, Taun- 
ton, Exeter and Streatham. 

Provincial Cinematograph 
tres, one of the Gaumont subsids, 
had an exceptionally good year, 
with a declaration of 15% dividend 
on ordinary shares, same figure 
having been declared a year ago on 
this stock. 

Of the G-B profits for the year 
about $275,000 was ordered set aside 
for a general reserve fund and 


Thea- 


“s ‘ dir 3 of | Pathe-Natan recently took over the | a 
persons-ghost actors, directors and | ) , o e 1 | ahant $106,000 was put into a sep- 


writers, who were imported from 
Europe, now under contract. In 
some cases these contracts will ex- 
pire within the next few weeks, 
and the holders of them 
sent home. Where contracts have 
longer to run, an attempt will be 
made to settle them on a comprom- 
ise basis, 

In syne production now are 
‘Grand Hotel,’ in French and Ger- 
man; ‘Strange Interlude,’ Italian; 
‘Arsene Lupin,’ German and French, 
and ‘Madelon Claudet,’ French. The 
one to go in as finale is the Ger- 
man ‘Claudet.’ 

Permits for the release of these 
pictures were all secured before the 
new French quota law was put into 
effect. 

Decision to abandon foreign pro- 
duction here at this time was 
reached in conferences between J. 
Robert Rubin, Nick Schenck and 
Arthur Loew, on the eve of the lat- 
ter’s leaving here for his around- 
the-world survey of Metro’s foreign 
exchanges. 

Loew will be in Europe in No- 
vember to join Ludwig Lawrence 
and the studio representative in 
launching the initial Metro produc- 
tion there. 


UA Takes MGM’s Foreign 
Mgr. for New Sin’pore Ex. 


United Artists is opening a for- 
eign branch at Singapore to service 
Malaysia, Siam, French Indo-China, 
Sarawak, Borno and Dutch East 
Indies, 

The Metro exchange manager at 
Singapore, Marcus Baker, will head 
the new UA branch. Baker, now in 
New York, returns to Singapore 
Dec, 1, 








Porten Co. Broke 


Berlin, Sept. 17. 
The film company headed by Hen- 


ny Porten, for a long time one of | 


the. most popular German film 
actresses, has gone into bankruptcy. 
The former press inspector of the 
German government, Dr. von Kauf- 
mann, whose brother is married to 
Henny Porton, has resigned, pre- 
sumably due to the crash, 





HALLOR SEEKING HEALTH 
Hollywood, Sept. 26. 


Ray Hallor, screen actor, is on 
his way by auto to Kirksville, Mo., 
where he will try to recover from an 
attack of sciatic rheumatism, at a 
sanitarium there. 

Jack Fisher is accompanying him 
to Kansas City and will then fly to 
New York for the World Series. 





2,500-Seater Opens 
Prague, Sept. 15. 
The largest movie theatre not 
only in Czechoslovakia, but also in 
middle Europe, holding 2,500 per- 
sons, has been opened in Zlin, Mor- 
AVIA 


Zipperman Uptown 


Zipperman was formecly at the 
Tifth Avenue Playhouse, 


| 


will be | 











} 








Max Zipperman has been named | 
|} manager of the 72nd Street Play- 
house, foreign film house in New 
York 


booking of the Heaik 
France, 


Chevalier ary French 
Press Make It All Up 


Paris, Sept. 17. 
Maurice Chevalier’s’ difficulties 
with the French press, which some 
time back reached their peak, were 
ironed out at one shot by a few mo- 
ments’ personal contact. 


houses in} 


arate fund for amortization and de- 
preciation of leaseholds. 

Reserve fund is increased about 
$200,000 over last year and now ex- 
ceeds the ordinary share capital. 


Scrutiny reveals this reserve 
fund is invested, principally in 
shares in subsidiary companies, 


whose value is computed at cost 
or under, The amount ‘invested’ is 
something like $30,000,000. 

It would be interesting to know 





Taking advantage of the simul- 
taneous visit in Paris of Chevalier, 


what value they place on their 
holdings in Moss Empires, 





Ruben Mamoulian and Leopold 

Marchand, a review for the press ‘ : 

boys of ‘Love Me Tonight’ waa | Coast Studios Pass Up 
arranged by Dave Souhami, fol- Vancouver Space Offer 


lowed by a very informal supper, 
attended by Chevalier. 

This move did more for him 
than any amount of paid pub- 
licity could have done, Chevalier 
has left for a Central European tour, 
including Prague, Vienna, Brussels, 
Anvers, Milan, and closing in Rome 
on Sept. 28 to salk back for: “the 
States on the Paris Sept. 30. 


Berlin Theatre Season 
Off to an Early Start 


Berlin, Sept. 17. 

In spite of the great heat re- 
ceipts of the. city of Berlin from 
entertainment tax increased slightly 
during August. 

While in July receipts amounted 
to $91,939 they increased by $12,068 
to $104,008 in August. This slight 
increase is said to be due to early 
beginning of the season. 

Figures reached in August, 1932, 
are considerably smaller than in 
August of 1931. Reecipts in July and 
August, 1932, show a decrease of 
$29,706 and $47,619, respectively, as 
compared with the same months of 
the previous year. 


De Leche Off to Paris 


Hollywood, Sept. 26, 

Vicomte Alein de Leche, who has 
been here writing French versions 
for Metro, leaves for Europe “this 
week, sailing on the Europa Oct-12. 

His contract ending, Vicomte 
Leche goes to Paris to see the pro- 
duction of his play, ‘Debutante,’ 
and then wiil go to Berlin to write 
one picture for UFA, 


ITALY’S TRADE CAPTURE 
Stockholm, Sept. 15. 
New Italian raw film made. by 
lerrania in Milan has taken place 











of Eastman and Agfa for Swedish 
production. 
Cost is almost half and in first 


feature was found as satisfactory as 

American or German product. 
Two American film men here try- 

ing to buy concession for northern 


| Hurope and U., S. A. 


CONNOLLY’S EXCUSE 

Paris, Sept. 17. 
over ahead of the! 
family plane, | 
He is now on a | 


Jack Connolly, 
Hutchinson flying 
irrived via London 
to Berlin, and his return sail- | 


visit 
ing date is indefinite. 

Norman Alley, cameraman, and 
Jere Altfish, sound man making | 


the film of the trip for the backers 
o£ the scheme, had working 
previous 


been 
j 


occasions, and | 


for him on 


*xplain his especial interest in the 


trip 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Universal has passed up an offer 
of Vancouver, B. C., promoters for 
studio space in a new film plant be- 
ing built there, Canadian capital 
had made solicitations to all studios 
here to lease the plant, but was 
turned down in. every instance. 
Universal, however, had warmed up 
to the idea. 

Studio is being built in the hope 
of. catching some of the quota pro- 
duction which film companies have 
to make for the British market. Its 
nearness to Hollywood, 1,500 miles, 
was looked upon Aas an inducement 
to the studios, which are now mak- 
ing their quota pictures in England, 


Non-Pro Cast for New 
Italian Native-Made 


Milan, Sept. 12. 

Marta Abba has been engaged by 
the cines for the lead of the film 
‘Acciaio’ (‘Steel’). 

Luigi Pirandello is responsible for 
the story whilst Ruttmann will di- 
rect the production. Marta Abba 
will be the only professional actress 
engaged, all other parts being en- 
trusted to workmen of the Terni 
Steel and Iron Works, and to peas- 
ants in the neighborhood. Malipiero 
has written the incidental music. 

The film is expected to be ready in 
three months. AS an experiment to 
overcome -the difficulties arising 
from the crisis, it is worthy of close 
attention. 








‘Whispering Shadows’ 
Next Levine Serial 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Next Nat Levine serial will be 
‘Whispering Shadows,’ mystery be- 
ing written by Barney Sarecky, 
George Morgan and Wyndham Git- 
tens. 


Current installment-thriller, on 


location at Big Bear for the next 
two weeks, is ‘Devil Horse,’ with 
Harry Carey, Frankie Darro, Noah 


3eery, Greta Granstedt and Apache, 
horse. Outfit returns to Tec-Art 
after exterior-taking for three weeks 
under lights. Otto Brower is direct- 
ing. 





Radio Holds Jungmeyer 


Hollywood, Sept. 26 
Jack Jungmever, teamed with Sam 
OCrnitz on the writing of ‘Men of 
America,” at Radio, has been re- 
tained for i second Tom Keene 
western 
He is adapting ‘Sir Piegan Passes,® 


» he titled Land of the Six Shoot- 
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ROSPERITY IS JUST 
UND THE CORNER 
andHERE’S tne CORNER 


NOT ONLY LINES AT THE THEATRE! 
BUT WHAT LINES IN THE REVIEWS! 


By 9:30 in the morning, the Rivoli was 
packed to $.R.O. capacity...novel plot... 
elegantly developed . .. thrilling . . . true b 

Tarzan manner. Doug carries it splendidly” 
— JRENE THIRER in the DAILY NEWS. 














a 


































“Affords Doug opportunity to out-TARZAN 
TARZAN...story moves briskly...situations 
deftly built.’“— BLAND JOHANESON in the 
DAILY MIRROR. 








“Done in Mr. Fairbanks’ best vein...artful, 
jolly and imaginative.” 
— MORDAUNT HALL in the NEW YORK TIMES 





Actual Photo “Not a travelogue. The advent of a hostile 


of Line that tribe provides Fairbanks with one of those 

Extended exciting swinging-from-limb-to-limb acro- 

Around Cor- batics that were his screen trade-mark 

ner of Broad- long before Tarzan appeared on the cine- 

way and 50m ma horizon! Good entertainment...plenty 

$t.,at 9:30 on of comedy” — ROSE PELSWICK in the : 


Morning of EVENING JOURNAL. 


Opening at 
Rivoli, N. Y. 





HIS BEST SINCE “ROBIN HOOD”! 
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BLONDE VENUS 


(With Songs) 


Paramount production and release, star- 
ying Marlene Dietrich, Directed by Josef 
Yon Sternberg; authors, S. K. Lauren and 
Jules Furthman; camera, Bert Glennon. 
Herbert Marshall and Cary Grant sub-fea- 
tured. Running time, 92 minutes. At the 
Brooklyn and N. Y. Paramounts week com- 
mencing Sept. 23. 


Fielen Faraday....+«es....-Marlene Dietrich 


Edward Faraday..eceess. Herbert Marshall 
Nick Townsend. .ccpscscesseress- Cary Grant 
Johnny Faraday..eceseeee+... Dickie Moore 
Charlie Blaine....... eeeeess-Francis Sayles 


Dan O'Conner....-Robert Emmett O'Connor 
Ben Smith........cesccseeees-Gene Morgan 
Taxi Belle HoOOper..ceseseee- Rita La Roy 
Detective WIIBOR. .ecccccceees. Sidney Toler 
Rehan ctubauss Coececeeseccscoee -Evelyn Preer 
Colored Girl..see.see+..-Mildred Washington 
Receptionist... .cccccecceees+.-Gertrude Short 
Big Fellow.....-. cetveeeses-Harold Berquist 
Greek Proprietor....e.+....Dewey Robinson 
Judge Night Court..eesee+++-Davison Clark 
New Orleans Officer..ecess++-+s- Brady Kline 
Judge Night Club. cecccce .Clifford Dempsey 
Bartender.....e+.sseecesses++Davison Clark 
Grace...seee PPP eee EEE eee eee Bessie Lyle 





A disappointer. Dietrich and a 
corking box office title will carry 
‘The Blonde Venus,’ but it’ll require 
plenty, of bally. It’s a picture that 
lends Jeselt easily to selling but it 
won't help the German star in the 
final analysis. Not that she doesn’t 
acquit herself to a degree far in ex- 
cess of the inept story accorded her, 
hut it’s not going to help her by any 


manner of means. No getting away 
from the Shakespearean nifty that 
a star is only as good as her story. 


Much of the blame is to be laid at 
Von Sternberg’s doorstep. In a de- 
sire to glamorously build up Die- 
trich he sloughed almost every other 
element that goés to round out a 
box office production. He devoted 
two reels for a celluloid transition 
to indicate her flight from her hus- 
band and all the drab details that 
went with it, as she scrammed from 
Baltimore to Washington to Nash- 
ville to Chattanooga to Savannah to 
New Orleans, etc., etc. The police 
reports of her hunt sounded like a 
railroad time-table. 


Then in a meteoric rise, with no 
details whatsoever, she’s suddenly 
again the queen of the nite clubs, 
this time in Paris, where Cary Grant 
(who had formerly maintained her) 
once again meets up with her. In 
this and previous nite club scenes, 
Miss Dietrich sings two numbers in 
that deep, throaty manner of hers, 
one chorus being in French. Tunes 
have a chance to click popularly, 
which may react in the film’s favor, 


Herbert Marshall on his screen 
debut under Par auspices is sadly 
miscast as the radium-poisoned 
husband who needs funds so badly 
for a European cure that his de- 
voted wife takes resource to finan- 
cial succor from such remote a 
source as the influential politician 
(Grant). Marshall’s precise Oxford 
diction certainly didn’t jibe with the 
ambitious American whose research 
into chemical formula spells his 
physical undoing by radium poison- 
ing. 

The 93 minutes, despite their epi- 
godic and ofttimes ragged sequences, 
were much too much considering the 
triteness of the basic story, a theme 
of mother love of the German-Amer- 
ican cafe songstress whose child 
(well played by Dickie Moore, in 
perhaps the only convincing casting) 
is the sympathetic basis of it all. 
Otherwise there's little sympathy for 
any of the characters; neither the 
hapless husband, the faithless wife 
nor the other man. 

Von Sternberg has again gone in 
bullishly for the lap-dissolve stuff, 
Playing scene upon scene, and with 
needless detail. There’s beaucoup 
footage wasted on showing choo- 
chooing railroad trains, outgoing 
steamers, incoming steamers (twice 
there are shots of the New York 
skyline from the harbor, an extra- 
neous detail in both instances), and 
with it all a needless application to 
detail which so obviously handicaps 
the rest of it, one wonders at the 
wherefore and whyfore of it all. 
This is the film over which B. P. 
Schulberg and Von Sternberg had a 
row during production. The cellu- 
loid product lends substance to 
Schulberg’s cause for complaint. 

‘Venus’ is said to have undergone 
considerable take and retake, with 
the final prints airmailed from the 
Coast for the Par opening after 
having been previously scheduled 
and postponed. As completed it 
can stand plenty of chopping to 
speed up a sluggish erate, ! 

Abel. 


Mr. Robinson Crusoe 


Douglas Fairbanks production and United 
Artists release. Starring Fairbanks. Cast 
includes William Farnum, Earle Brown, 
Maria Alba and natives. Directed by Ed- 
ward Sutherland. Adapted by Tom Geraghty 
from story by Elton Thomas. Musical score 
by Alfred Newman. Max Dupont, photog. 
At the Rivoli, New York, starting Sept. 21. 
Running time, 70 minutes. 





One of Douglas Fairbanks’ minor 
efforts, having little more than some 
nice tropical scenery to sell, and 
minus additional cas, name fortifi- 
cation in the event the star proves 
slow on the draw. As an entertain- 
ment it will meet with favor prin- 
cipally from the children. 

A penchant for exaggeration in 
detail murders a plot, which is basi- 


cally implausible itself, but which 
might have been saved by sensible 
treatment. As handled, however, 
the theme is abused rather than 
toned down, leaving the struggle up 
| to the natural beauty of the locale 
}and a routine jumping jack per- 
formance by the star. 


gait is forced and unnatural. 
talk sustaining the action is prac- 
}tically a 70-minute monolog by 
Fairbanks; others in the cast doing 
pantomime most of the trme. 

Fairbanks as a wealthy young 
blood yachting his way to Sumatra 
for a bit of a tiger hunt, stops off 
for some boy scouting on a deserted 
South Sea isle in order to cash in 
on a bet. He's without all the build- 
ing and home-making implements 
known to civilization, but in four 
months he has builded a penthouse 
and all the gonveniences of a Park 
avenue home, with his own hands 
and out of nature's raw materials. 
It took the original Crusoe a lot 
longer to get settled, but Fairbanks’ 
modern Robby makes the original's 
residence look like a shanty in old 
shanty town. 


The construction details, which 
go so far as to include even a radio, 
are matched by the love interest in 
implausibility. The only point 
touching realism in the romance 
strain is that Fairbanks’ tropical 
belle, going Broadway at the finish, 
winds up doing a cooch dance in the 
‘Follies.’ Reri of Murnau’s ‘Taboo’ 
had a similar experience, and now 
she’s in a Fanchon & Marco unit. 


Fairbanks gets his usual chance 
at gymnastics with two chases, one 
midway and the other at the end, 
pPoviding some choice opportunities 
for wrassling, tumbling and branch 
swinging. His style is breezy and 
his chatter satisfying, but there is 
too much dependence on unsuitable 
gags in the talk department. 


William Farnum and Earle Brown 
have a couple of lines apiece at the 
start and finish, but not enough to 
register one way or the other. Maria 
Alba, as the native girl, was handed 
only a few grunts and native sounds 
when the dialog was dished out. 
Her looks are a good enough reason 
for anyone to want to take her home 
with him, but she never looks like 
the numerous natives in the cast, 
despite generous application of 
waterproof makeup, The others are 
real natives and from them the pic- 
ture derives its one truism. 


Alfred Newman’s musical back- 
ground is excellent, giving the tech- 
nical end all the honors. Bige. 


Maedchen in Uniform 


(GERMAN MADE) 


Carl Froelich production. John Krimsky 
and Gifford Cochran release in - 
Direction, Leontine Sagan; supervision, Carl 
Froelich; English text, Donald Freeman. 
At the Criterion, N. Y., two a day at $1.50 
top, beginning Sept. 21, Running time, 90 
mins. 

The Principal. .....0.cscecsers Emilia Unda 
Fraulein von Bernburg.....Dorothea Wieck 
Fraulein von Kesten....Hedwig Schlichter 
Ilse von Westhagen.......... Hertha Thiele 
Manuela von Meinhardis Ellen Schwennecke 





— 


Here’s still another in the series 
of European importations that fall 
into that curious division of pic- 
tures that are artistically meritori- 
ous and abroad mean something at 
the box office, but in the United 
States will mean very little from a 
cash standpoint. 

New York’s picture critics threw 
their literary bonnets high in the 
air upon seeing this film, one of 
them even going so far as to call it 
the ‘year’s ten best pictures rolled 
into one.’ All that may help in 
New York for the first week or so 
of the film’s run, but after that, and 
outside of New York, the film will 
have to stand on it’s own as enter- 
tainment. And as entertainment it 
hasn’t a leg to stand on. 

There’s another angle that will 
help sell the film for a short run on 
Broadway. That’s the whispering 
campaign that managed to get 
started to the effect that the pic- 
ture has to do with the subject of 
mannish femmes. The film really 
has to do with no such subject, but 
that’s the story that everybody on 
or near Broadway has been hearing 
for the past couple months, and it 
will undoubtedly help sell a few 
tickets. New York censor board, 
strangely enough, believed it to the 
extent of barring the film at first 
and later passing it. That, too, will 
help. 

But when the word of mouth gets 
around that there’s nothing dirty or 
| suggestive in the picture, that it’s 
|merely an overlong and sometimes 
dull psychological study of a school 
girl's crush on her teacher, than 
'which there is nothing more nor- 
mal, that the picture is very arty 
‘and dry, that there’s very little sus- 
pense until the very last sequences 
—then, the picture will have to sell 
on its own. And it won't sell much. 

From a strictly artistic standpoint 
the film is a splendid accomplish- 
ment. It is laid in a Prussian mili- 
tary school for girls, which, as it 
turns out, isn’t much different from 
semi-institutional schools for girls 
anywhere else in the world. It’s a 
hard, restricted, colorless life that 











Things move pretty fast, but the | 
The 











the girls have to lead with the teach-' 





Miniature Reviews 


‘Blonde Venus’ (Par). Diet- 
rich will have to carry this’n. 
Weak story, inept direction 
and generally sluggish total 
count heavily against it, sans 
the star's personal pull. 

‘Mr.. Robinson Crusoe’ (UA). 
Good on the eye, but as enter- 
tainment will impress the kids 
mostly. Douglas Fairbanks in 
a stereotyped Fairbanks per- 
formance, weighted down by 
an impossible story that pho- 





tographic beauty alone can’t 
retrieve. 

‘Maedchen in Uniform’ (Os- 
wald.) Artistic, meritorious 


German film based on a psy- 
chological study. Insufficient 
action and too much attention 
to detail will hurt its b. o. 
chances in many spots, but in 
arty houses it ought to do very 
well. 

‘Phantom Express’ (Majes- 
tic). Oldtime melodrama with 
a railroad background, poorly 
made from a trite story of 
wreck, villainy and romance. 
Only for the smaller subs. 

‘Successful Calamity’ (WB). 
George Arliss old man type in 
a slightly sticky, syrupy role, 
mildly spiced with comedy. For 
the old lady element among 
the Arliss fans and only mod- 
erately interesting for them. 
Star’s following will come, but 
they won't depart with any 
new enthusiasms. 

‘Tiger Shark’ (FN). Strong 
sea drama whose entertainment 
merit should be mirrored at the 
box office. Cruel plot chanced 
loss of femme interest, but ro- 
mantic twist squared that. Ed- 
ward G. Robinson starred and 
clicking in a dialect role. 

‘Hell’s Highway’ (Radio). De- 
pressing story of a camp of 
convict road makers with Rich- 
ard Dix as one of the convicts. 
Nice production and an effort 
at comedy relief, but depress- 
ing. 

‘Broadway to Cheyenne’ 
(Monogram). Rex Bell in an 
east-west picture with plenty 
of action and a different plot 
from the usual Western. Live- 
ly and entertaining. 

‘Hearts of Humanity’ (Ma- 
jestic). Jean Hersholt shines 
in a fair story which is hurt 
by poor lighting and photo- 
graph. Otherwise worthwhile 
in the ‘B’ division. 

‘Exposed’ (Eagle). Excellent 
independent feature that will 
entertain all classes of audi- 
ences and surprise the trade 
with some names that prove 
real bets. 

‘Klondike’ (Monogram). Story 
drags and impresses as patch- 


work. Picture all right on 
double bill in the bigger 
theatres, 











ers unbending and the principal a 
veritable demon for hardness. In- 
to this comes Manuela, a sensitive, 
lonely child looking for sympathy 
erd love. She finds sympathy and 
kindness only from one _ teacher, 
Fraulein von Bernburg, with the 
natural result that she idolizes this 
teacher. As, indeed, do all the other 
girls. 

There’s one of those school parties 
at which the kids put on a play and 


| 
that she (Manuela) loves her. At)! 
this juncture the principal oes 
along, insists that the kid's actions | 
are scandalous and locks her up in 
a separate room for several days. | 
Also she forbids the one kind teacher | 
to speak to the child. Manuela) 
manages to get away, walks up to 
the top of the staircase and is about 
to jump down to a certain death 
when the other children, sensing 
something is wrong, arrive in time 
to save her. 

It’s poignant and clearly outlined, 
with that last reel actually exciting. 
But so slow, so painstaking. It’s an 
interesting document as is, but is it 
entertainment? 

Distributors hired Donald Freeman 
to write a set of English titles for 
superimposition purposes. That al- 
legediy makes the film clearer to 
American audiences. Titles are un- 
necessary, as it happens, story be- 
ing perfectly simple and easy to 
follow, and they are badly written 
to boot. Beyond which, in the super- 
imposition, print was somewhat 
duiled, as often happens, giving the 
impression that the photography is 
Boor. Which it actually isn’t, being, 
as a matter of fact, extremely good. 

Acting is almost perfect, despite 
almost entirely by people new to 
films. Girl who plays the Manuela 
part is a newcomer named Hertha 
Thiele and a find. Paramount has 
been talking to her about coming 
over for the past few weeks. Doro- 
thea Wieck as the understanding 
teacher is just as good, and Emilia 
Unda as the principal is exception- 
ally fine. She’s a sort of female 
Werner Krauss and turns in a mag- 
nificent performance. 

It’s a tricky picture and, despite 
all the hooplas, it will have to be 
sold on its merits that way, and that 
way alone. The proletariat just 
won't be bothered. Kauf. 


PHANTOM EXPRESS 


Irving C. Franklin-Donald M. Stoner pro- 
duction and Majestic release. Directed and 
written by Emory Johnson, with adapta- 
tion-dialog collaboration of Laird Doyle. 
Photography by Ross Fisher. 8. Roy Luby, 
film editor. At Globe, N. Y., for week 
starting Monday, Sept. 19. Running time, 
65 mins. 








Creaky melodrama reminiscent of 
another day. An effort to brighten 
it up by tinting the film where train 
headlights, signals, etc., occur, only 
adds to its bad looks, technically. 
The smaller subsequent runs. May 


take a chance on picture, but unless 
they effectively sell old-time stuff, 
their box-office results will be in- 
different. 

‘Phantom Express’ is poorly made 
in all departments except that it 
does manage to arouse some sus- 
pense out of conventional situations. 
The biggest laugh is the use of light 
and train sounds which make it ap- 
pear a train is approaching. 

As a result of this phantom train, 
other trains on the line have been 
forced to come to a stop several 
times. The premise is ridiculous, 
and the finish without surprise, 
when it’s revealed a plane with a 
headlight was used as the ‘phantom 
express.’ It carried a phonograph 
of train noises and whistle to scare 
engineers Into throwing on braxes. 

A sap love story is woven into the 
meller. Most of the train scenes, 
some on stormy nights, along with 
wrecks, are the crudest kind of 
miniatures, but some scenes around 
@ round-house and elsewhere are 
authentic and lend a little to a pic- 
ture that still needs a lot. 

The dialog is banal and the act- 
ing undistinguished. William Col- 
lier, Jr., and Sally Blane are the 
juve love leads, while J. Farrell Mc- 
Donald does ‘Smokey’ Joe Nolan, an 
engineer who cries like a baby when 
fired. 





afterward are given some punch for 
celebration purposes. Manuela drinks 
a bit more of the punch than she 
should, gets tipsy and shouts out 
loud that Fraulein von Bernburg is 
the best teacher in the world and 


Alex Axelson attempts to lend 
comedy relief with a bad Swede ac- 
cent, but proves very spotty on 
landing laughs. Hobart Bosworth 
and Lina Basquette have smaller 
parts. Char. 








The Woman’s Angle 








‘Robinson Crusoe’ (UA). 


Wholesome juvenile entertainment. 


Fanettes 


accompanying the youngsters will be mildly amused by the household 


inventions and cute family circle (a 
rot) of a grown-up Rover Boy. 


dog, a monkey and a talkative par- 





‘A Successful Calamity’ (WB). 


teaching an extravagant family the wisdom of simple living. 


George Arliss, up to his old roguery, 


Too flimsy 


and tepid for the flaps, whimsical preachment is paced for the moderate 


response of Mr. Arliss’ reserved, elde 


rly audience. 





‘Blonde Venus’ (Par). 


A potentially appealing story of maternal sac- 


rifice, weakened by the marionette behavior of principal characters who 


fail to clarify the thoughts that control their reactions. 


Marquee inter- 


est in Marlene Dietrich and favorable comment on Cary Grant and Her- 
bert Marshall will earn greater response than is merited by negligibly 


motivated drama, 





‘Tiger Shark’ (FN). 
fearsome arch villain. 
edy that Edward Robinson shapes 


Another ‘Moby Dick,’ with ole debbil shark as a 
Richard Arlen’s attractive presence and the com- 


into a sympathetic performance 


quicken feminine interest in an occasionally brutal meller of the high 


seas, 





‘Hell’s Highway’ (RKO). 
abuses of the prison system. 


breakers whose hardened personalities and criminal records d: 


A floundering, undramatic indictment of the | 
Fanette sympathies are untouched by law 


not con 


done their unwillingness to accept punishment, be it ever so brutal. 


A Successful Calamity 





Warner Bros.’ production and release. 
Starring George Arliss. Directed by John 
G. Adolfi. From the stage play by Clare 
Kummer, with adaptation and dialog by 
Austin Parker, Maude Howell and Julien 
Josephson. Art director, Anton Grot cam- 

|} era, James Van Tress film editor, Howard 
Bretherton At the Roxy, Sept. 21. Run- 
ning time, 73 minutes. 

PE ERROR . « conse Ul deeceees George Arliss 
Di kdb cc cccbaeegs¢s cctuent Mary Astor 
PORE .. ocvdecccccencesecctecs Evalyn Knapp 
COMMOTS.0c6 coccesevecseocecs Grant Mitchell 
RMRGER. 6000 cesunenanesess David Torrence 
De: + 66 n6au0 eaaueedoaeees William Janney 
CONE weaweseswneoeccéesea Hardie Albright 
Belden...... ee seebesoseccees Hate Hamilton 
PROCEOs cc ncodeeeeseessses Fortunio Bonanova 
BMOGT wc ccccecccvecceseseces Randolph Scott 
ee TYTTTLLILT TT Tee ola Luxford 
Curtis SaWEbere es chbbbwes Murray Kinnell 
FN eee ee Richard Tucker 
PRBIUING. ..ccoceccesccseees’ Barbara Leonard 
RS eee eoeecee: Harold Minjur 
rere Harold Waycoft 





George Arliss turns up after a 
long absence, this time tangled up 
with a young wife instead of a 
flapper sweetheart, but his saccha- 
rine outlook and hoyden ways are 
unchanged. His loyal followers will 
rally to his new picture as of old, 
but it would be well for this sterling 
piayer not to try them much fur- 
ther with this sort of fluff. Even 
stage idols have toppled for less 
than his newest mistake. 

Last time he was an afflicted 
pianist; now he’s a slightly goofy 
captain of industry, a character 
much more annoying than its pred- 
ecessor. Spectacle of a mature 
financier pretending to his extrava- 
gant and neglectful family that he 
is ‘ruined’ in order to bludgeon them 
into paying him a little more atten- 
tion, here is intended to invite sym- 
pathy. Sympathy, no less! A-sou- 
brettish trick like that ought to 
have brought him domestic ostra- 
cism and started an avalanche of 
business creditors. Story source of 
‘A Successful Calamity’ goes far 
back in the files. Maybe as far back 
as ‘Little Red Ridinghood,’ to which 
school of fiction is properly belongs. 

No other adult star in picturedom 
could havé carried it off with quite 
the same aplomb, but that doesn’t 
quite save it, except for the ex- 








} ently 


treme Arliss fans. Narrative is 
riddled with ridiculous make-believe 
devices and papier mache charac- 
ters, saved only by the cool, suave, 
measured playing of this immacu- 
late trouper, the only old man of the 
whole gtage who is permitted to 
gush the milk of human kindness 
and still look human. 

Picture is beautifully done on its 
physical side, and beautifully acted, 
too, for the most part. But that 
only sharpens the feeling that the 
whole business is a silly literary 
contrivance. You are asked to be- 
lieve that a powerful business man 
would stoop to such a trick as tell- 
ing his family he had lost his all. 
And you are asked to believe that 
the modern wife, son and daughter 
fell for such a plant! 

Reaction of the family is quaint, 
Instead of breaking down in panic, 
they figuratively join hands and go 
into a ring-around-a-Rosie to cheer 
the old man up; daughter offers to 
marry a sap suitor and the son ap- 
ples for a job as air pilot. All 
around it’s just too sweet. Oh, yes, 
the butler hears about the crash, 
too, and offers his life savings to 
relieve the situation in a scene that 
would have been more touching if 
the butler’s name had been Mead- 
ows. Instead it was Connors, sup- 
plying the only jarring touch ef 
realism in the scenario. 

Arliss manages a few fairly effec- 
tive comedy scenes in his most high- 
toned comedy manner; Grant 
Mitchell plays the butler as though 
the name was Meadows, and Mary 
Astor is, miraculously, more beau- 
tiful than ever as the too young 
wife. Hardie Albright made a ter- 
rible job of the daughter’s sap lover, 
but at that he played it better than 
it deserved. William Janney was 
the polo-playing son, and looked the 
part in figure, though the role called 
for the impersonation of a child of 
high school age. 

The Arliss contingent will forgive 
him this time; some of them will 
even enjoy it, and it will, of course, 
prosper. But no amount of prestige 
can stand up on such a milk-and- 
water diet for long. Rush. 


—+— 


TIGER SHARK 


First National production and release. 
Edward G. Robinson starred. Richard Arlen 
and Zita Johann featured. Directed by 
Howard Hawks. Dialog and adaptation by 
Wells Root from an original story, “Tuna,’ 
by Houston Branch. Tony Gaudio, photog. 
At the Winter Garden, New York, starting 
Sept. 22. Running time, 78 minutes. 





MIKO. .ccccccducccceess Edward G. Robinson 
Oeaite. . cccccececccsesccscssecss Zita Johann 
PIPES... .ccccccoscscevcsscecs Richard Arlen 
Lady Barber...... PPTTTITIT Ere Leila Bennett 
Engineer......sceess Sbneeeds Vince Barnett 
The Mamn....cccoccscececs: J. Carroll Naish 
BEGMBSE. . ccc vvoccecevsere William Ricciardi 

Strong and exceedingly well 


played and directed sea drama that 
will draw dividends for the produc- 
ers and the star. Some brutal de- 
tails serve to emphasize an inher- 
hardboiled plot, which under 
ordinary circumstances would keep 
the women away and injure the box 
office chances: but the effects of the 








cruel moments are overcome by con- 

tant presence of a compelling ro- 
strain that's sufficient to 
o givia. and that ought te 

(Continued on page 21) 
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THE DARING THUNDERING 
EPIC OF AMERICA! 


Timely! Sensational! Smashing! 


«x 


Just what you and your patrons are crying for! 
A terrific blast of dynamite that will rock the nation! 


A tremendous story that’s on everybody’s tongue ~ 
timed to the heart-beat of 120,000,000 Americans! 
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Real Rain 
One shadow box being planned for 
‘Rain’ when it comes along will 


show real rain in front of the three 
sheet or cutout which will be used 


in the lobby display. 
The bill will be given a coat of 


spar varnish and set back of a| 


frame draped in a deep red. Just 
back of the frame at thextop is a 
perforated pipe connected with a 
tank, and below is a trough to re- 
ceive the water. To avoid the trou- 
ble of piping off the water a pump 
will be used to take the water out 
of the trough and put it back in the 
tank. A float is used in the tank to 
cut off the current if the water in 
the tank gets too high. Strong 
white lights, shooting across the 
rainfall will give it illumination and 
at the same time light up the bill. 
Planned to keep the rear of the 
lobby where the display will stand 
rather dark to heighten the effect. 

‘Real’ rain probably will get more 
attention, but an effective display 
can be made with strands of tinsel 
either hung loosely from the top or, 
better, given motion by being 
passed up back of the display, end- 
less belt fashion, so that only the 
downward movement is visible. 

Another exhib digs in deep to re- 
vive the raincoat display of some 
10 years ago. In this a man or girl, 
preferably the latter, stands under a 
stream of water from a sort of 
showerbath device. Wears one of 
the raincoats being advertised. It 
used to wow them when it was first 
used, and is old enough to be new 
again. 


Building Midnights 

Manager who wanted to build up 
his midnight matinees met with lit- 
tle success until he hit upon the idea 
of surprises, He had been giving a 
first showing of the new bill as a 
preview, offering it with the final 
showing of the closing feature. He 
figured he could get an additional 
price for the new title, and went 
after the extra money. His regular 
admission is 30c, but he sells a 
double ticket for 50c, which permits 
the patrons to remain in their seats 
for the second feature, a collector 
taking up the stubs when the regu- 
lar show ends. Those who come 
only for the new feature are given 
tickets at the regular price and 
permitted to enter on the last two 
reels of the closing show. 

The surprise varies, and the man- 
ager keeps hustling to keep up in- 
terest. It may be a singer, a dancer, 
a radio favorite, a special comedy 
or, in one instance, a smart four- 
round boxing bout. He is building 
such a night trade that he is trying 
to figure on getting two nights, but 
is afraid that will be one too many. 


Blackboard Signs 


Writing a notice of the film on 
the school blackboards is so stand- 
ard in some spots that it is no longer 
reported. Each term some boys or 
girls are contacted to letter the 
boards for approved titles, and it is 
part of both theatre and _ school 
routine. 

That seemed to be about as far 
as the idea could be carried, but a 
new angle crops up now. Instead 
of one or two covering all the 
boards, each class decorates its own 
board and the art teacher makes 
the rounds each day that this is 
done and marks the first and second 
displays, taking into account the age 
of the pupils in that class. Seconds 
count as half of first, and when a 
class gets two firsts the entire class 
is given single comps. Instead of 
perfunctory script the boards now 
fairly blossom out and pupils come 
early to inspect the work of the 
other classes. 

By arrangement with the princi- 
pal he is supplied with a weekly 
list of titles, with an outline of the 
story. He eliminates those he does 
not wish to have advertised. 


Selling Comfort 


Some managers make the mistake 
of holding back their steam heat. 
They figure that, while the morning 
may be cold, it will warm up around 
noon and make the boiler unneces- 
Sary. They save coal. 

Other managers know that it is 
important that the house should be 
comfortable in that debatable time 
between the shutting off of the fans 
and the start of the regular winter 
Season. They build a small fire in 
the morning and again in the eve- 
ning, if it seems to be necessary, 
and they make capital of the fact. 

One manager regularly makes a 
point of stressing the comfort of his 
house, both in his mail advertising 
and on the screen. He points out 
that many colds which hang over all 
winter are acquired when it doesn’t 
seem quite cold enough to put the 
heat on, and he urges his patrons to 
come down and be comfortable. In 
addition he uses a ‘Comfortably 
Warm’ sign which hangs from the 
Same hooks he used to employ for 
his hot weather advertising. It 
more than pays the cost of coal in 
direct sales. 








Exclusive 


Akron, O., Sept. 26. 

Ernie Austgen started some 
talk with his ads on the ex- 
clusive screening plan. Open- 
ing ads carried the line ‘We 
positively guarantee that this 
picture will never be shown in 
any other Akron theatre.’ 

Also took one inch singles 
to announce that this was 
the ‘one and only showing of 
this picture in Akron. It will 
never be shown at any other 
theatre.’ 

As a side line he dropped 
over in the classified section 
to ask for five young women 
to render first aid to those 
who got cracked ribs or aching 


sides from laughing at the 
Marx Bros, Even these car- 
ried a postscript about the 











limited engagement. 








White Space 

Even in New York, with its high 
cost per line, there is a growing ap- 
preciation of the advertising value 
of white space in theatre ads. Value 
of white space has been no scret 
for these many years, but theatre 
managers have always seemed to 
feel that the more they got into 
their space the more they got for 
their money. 

Lately Warners broke with an un- 
usual display for ‘Life Begins,’ in 
which the title was given in hand 
lettering which suggested straight 
gothic type. Below were four lines 
of straight announcement of the 
theatre, showing times, reserved 
seat policy and prices. Not a line 
about this being the most stupen- 
dous, gigantic, marvelous or great- 
est picture. Just the title and the 
facts. And it sold. 

Metro employed a somewhat simi- 
lar space for ‘Strange Interlude’ 
with the title and ‘Tonight 
Astor’ and a smaller time showing 
and the address. Both pictures had 
previously been put over. 

The idea probably will now sweep 
the country. Be the first in your 
town to revive the idea. 





Repeating Babies 

Remembering his highly success- 
ful baby contest of five years ago, a 
manager decided upon an encore 
contest, and found that for a change 
of pace it was better than another 
infant concours. e 

Announcement was made of a new 
contest, in which only those were 
eligible who had competed the pre- 
vious session. Names and addresses 
had been kept, and only those can 
come into the new deal. Same idea 
will be used of 10 lantern slides a 
week, with the winner each week in 
the finals. Ostensible idea is to 
show how the kids turned out, with 
reversals of form expected. 

If it goes over as well as antici- 
pated there will be a second contest 
for other children between five and 
seven, with the two winners fight- 
ing at out for the final loving cup. 
Good for nearly three months in a 
neighborhood theatre. 





Loosely Strung 


Lately two theatres on Broadway 
used tinsel braid as part of the dec- 
orative scheme for the lobby ban- 
rers. 

In one instance the tape was 
neatly stretched, giving a nice effect, 
but the other house, using the braid 
to carry the eye from a focal point 
to various program factors, allowed 
a little play. The result was that 
the slightest breeze was sufficient 
to flutter the streamers and catch 
the eye far more quickly. 

Tape should be tacked so that 
there is only sufficient slackness to 
permit a slight movement. Too 
much will result in draggy looking 
strings, which spoil the _ effect. 
Properly done, the slight motion 
amounts to animation and catches 
every eye. 





Publicity 


This may seem to be pretty poor 
stuff to the big timers, but it is 
worth about $25 a week to a house 
in a town where most everyone 
knows most everyone else. 

Manager keeps posted on the do- 
ings of the customers, and has an 
in with the local paper for tipoffs. 
He watches his patrons, and be- 
tween shows he comes on the stage 
and introduces Mrs. Smith, ‘who is 
just back from a trip to the big city’ 
or little Willie Jones, who has had | 
the splints removed from a broken | 


arm. Mrs. Smith takes a bow and 
Willie stands up and wiggles his |} 
arm. Manager manages to get from | 


three to eight items a night, and | 
it’s getting easier all the time, for | 
now they come and tell him. Which 
proves that they like it. 


Spilling the Beans | 
Loew's Century theatre, Brooklyn, 
built up an old idea into a new pe | 
in a ‘laugh parade’ for ‘Lady and | 
Gent.” It proved a winner. | 
Saturday before school opened | 
some 800 children turned out for a! 
20 block parade. Each entrant had 
a spoon, brought from home. At 
the starting point each child was 
given nine jelly beans, promoted 
from a local candy store. Idea was 
to cover the route.carrying the 
beans in the spoon. All who arrived | 
at the theatre with the origina 
complement of beans were given 
free admission. Some 95 ice cream 
cones were promoted from various 
neighborhood stores, and the en- 
velopes which had contained the 
beans were backstamped for these 
rewards. The children went to the 
stores designated after the perform- 
ance, which kept the mess out of 
the theatre. 

Primary idea was to get the chil- 
dren back for the morning mats, 
but it was a good ad for the play 
to those who looked on. Police es- 
cort was provided and the parade 
had the right of way over other 
traffic. A single drummer was used 
to keep the children in step and at 
the same time carry them along at 
a pace sufficiently rapid to make 
bean carrying a matter of some 
skill. Simple gag, but it bit right in. 
Devised by Chelle Janis, local megr., 
and put over by Louis Doran, ass’t. 


~ Okay America’ 
Seattle. 
Full page ad by Jack Sampson, 
p. a. for’ Orpheum, for ‘Okay 
America.’ At no cash cost to the 





Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 

exploitation opposition has 
reached a point here where cir- 
cuit house managers are invad- 
ing territory of rival districts 
to drum up biz. Manager of 
the F-WcC Inglewood sent a 
sound truck, manned by 
youth armed with heralds, into 
the territory of the circuit's 
Manchester, six miles away. 

Truck was parked directly in 
front of the other house, with 
the payoff coming when an op- 
position exhib complained to 
the police, who confiscated the 
sound wagon and locked up the 
juves. Boys spent a night in 
jail and then were released 
with a reprimand. 











house, only 30 pairs of tickets. Cash 
prizes, $25 and $10, donated by 
business men in on the play. Full 
page was divided into about 20 ads, 
with pixes of ‘prominent business 
men’ of Seattle. Contest was to 
identify them. 

Contestants had to go to b. o. with 
their answers. The corect and neat- 
est got the awards. Adv. was head- 
ed ‘Hoos-Hoo’ and bally for ‘Okay 
America.’ 


Radio Plug 
Birmingham. 

When baseball and sport results 
are broadcast over a local station 
every afternoon at 6 p. m. George 
Steele, manager Ritz, saw a chance 
to get the attention of sport fans to 
his football picture, ‘Hold "Em Jail.’ 
Got in touch with station, and they 
promised to plug the picture at the 
end of the sports results broadcast. 
Cost was nothing, as stations here 





Relays Reports 


Warner theatres in Ohio territory, 
serviced by the local organ, ‘Mouth- 
piece,’ are now given a full report 
of the campaigns on Cleveland first 
runs. Gives them an edge on their 
own plans for the subsequent han- 
dling of the picture. Not confined 
to the Warner product, but applies 
to other features to be used. 

Report of actual stunts is always 
better than theoretical ideas or 
adaptations from other pictures, 
and should help business in that 
division materially. 

For a lobby display on ‘Blessed 
Event’ the revolving still board re- 
cently reported in this department 
was employed. Novelty was that 
instead of an oblong’ opeuing, 
against which the stills were seen 
as the disc slowly revolved the 
customers had to squint through a 
keyhole in approved columnist 
fashion. 





Music Wrappers 


Lake theatre, Cleveland, a Warner 
house, seems to have something 
new. For ‘Blessed Event’ it supplied 
the 10c stores with music wrappers. 
Sheets were 18 x 6% inches, a handy 
size for one to six copies of sheet 
music without waste. Each was 
printed in poster type for the pic- 
ture and used for a week or Il 
days. 

Might not pay in a small town, 
where costs must be held down, but 
even here it might be possible to 
pick up the paper cheaply and rub- 
ber stamp the. ad. Paper can be 
taken from a regular 18-inch roll 
of wrapping paper, placed in a 
holder and torn off instead of 





plug pictures every now and then 
for passes every week. 


cutting. 








BEHIND 


the KEYS 








Bellefontaine, O. 
Bellefontaine will have two more 
cinemas with the opening of the 
Grand O. H. under management of 
Harry Moller, and of the Strand, 
owned by the Shines, operatora of 
the Holland theatre here. 


Council Bluffs, Ia. 

Lionel Wasson takes over man- 
agement of Publix-Strand here, 
coming from Princess, Sioux City. 

Rialto, Anita, Ia, has been 
equipped with new sound. 

Palace, Vinton, Ia., reopened with 
$10,000 in new equipment. Rebuilt 
after fire last March. 





Edward Bartlog and Don Larson 
will assist Tony Thenee in the Da- 
vidson box office this season. 


Clinton, Mass. 
Cc. W. McHale succeeded Dennis 
J. O’Brien as manager of Strand 
CWB). 





Worcester, Mass. 

William J. Ryan, Jr., assistant 
manager of the Poli-Palace for last 
four years, appointed manager of 
the Poli Elm St. Ryan succeeds 
Thomas J. Meehan, who has just 
become manager of the RKO Albee, 
Providence. 





Milwaukee. 
New idea in theatre vandalism 
perpetrated when unknown individ- 
ual cut Wisconsin theatre’s power 
line running to the picture booth. 
House has no union troubles. 





Cedar Rapids, Ia. 
Publix reopening Iowa as first 
run, Harry Holdsberg to manage. 





Birmingham. 
Matter of contracts for operators | 
is scheduled to be brought up within | 
the next few weeks for majority of 
the picture houses here. Cuts will 


Youngstown, O. 
Five downtown picture theatres 
opened last Saturday with non- 
union operators in the booths and 
union men picketing the houses. 
Theatres involved in the lockout 
are RKO Palace, Warner's Strand, 
Paramount (Publix), Hippodrome, 
and Warner. 





Worcester, Mass. 
Robert R. Portle, new manager 
Arthur's Palace, was honored at 
testimonial dinner. Mayor Mahoney 
presented Portle a watch and chain. 


Mobile. 
J. H. Marchand, manager of the 
Crown, appointed manager of Para- 
mount, Gulfport, Miss. 





Greenwich, Conn. 
Baker O. Shelton has been re- 
turned to the RKO Pickwick theatre 
here as manager. 





Maysville, Ky. 
Washington theatre leased by 
Washington Theatre Amusement Co. 
Harry L. Hamilton appointed man- 
ager. 





Tacoma, 
Dark two months, the former 
RKO theatre, newly named Roxy, 
under Jensen-Von Herberg manage- 
ment, opened as a first run. 





Rochester, N. Y. 
John J. O'Neill, former manager 











probably be demanded by owners. 
Immediately after Wilby-Kincey | 
took over operation of the Alabama, 


union was called together in a meet- | 
ing and told the new contract would ' 


) hace a cut. 


Moved the Balls 


° . . There is more to exploiting than 
Bucking Own Circuit merely telling about the pictures. 
ae | For example, the manager of a 10c, 


| store complained lately that he was 
i stuck 


with an over-abundance of 
small rubber balls. Priced them at 
a nickle but could not move them, 
They were a little too small to ap- 
peal to the boys. 

Manager looked them over a few 
moments. The store manager had 
been nice about loaning windows 
and this seemed to be a time to 
rally round. At his next kid club 
meeting he had a juggler. who was 
at another house, come over and 
give the children a lesson in jug- 
gling three and five balls, inviting 
some of the youngsters to the stage 
to see how easy it was. Incident- 
ally he remarked that the balls he 
used came from the 10c. store. In 
two days the stock was gune, most 
of them sold in sets of from three 
to five. 

Any time the exhib wants to bor- 
row a store window, it's his for the 
asking. 





Tasteful Year Book 


; One of the best looking of the 
|; year books comes from Freuler Film 
Associates and stresses the far cry 
back to the days of press books in 
seven colors and gold that used to 
waste money without always creat- 
ing the desired effect. 

The Freuler organization has pro- 
duced a dignified and impressive 
book, using only an occasional touch 
of aluminum to break the black and 
white page, and achieving a result 
that carries out the suggestion of 
class treated by the well written 
and conservative descriptions. It’s 
something to be proud of, creating 
in the mind of the reader the clear 
picture of the product. 

Probably the work of Helen Har- 
rison, who looks after the press 
work. She has turned in from 50 
to 75 words on each picture which 
can be pasted right into the news- 
paper ads with good results. 

That's more than could be said 
of the old style indie press books, 


Chance for Calendar 


For some reason the use of a 
sheet from a calendar pad seems to 
be one of the best attractors for 
newspaper work or house front. 
Paramount's ‘Night of June 13’ will 
give a good excuse for using this 
device. 

Press books are not yet out on the 
picture, but it is safe to assume 
that a calendar sheet will be in- 
cluded in the mats. If there is none, 
the probabilities are that the local 
printer will have a set of calendar 
logotypes from which one can be 
produced locally and without the 
cost of engraving. 

The sheet should be used first as 
a teaser in the lobby with the 13th 
ringed. The month will be at vari- 
ance with the season, which will get 
the more attention. This should be 
kept going for at least a week before 
other advertising gives the gag 
away. It should prove one of the 
best advertising bets of the season. 








Remembered Patrons 


A non-theatrical reader of ‘Va- 
riety’ writes from Philadelphia that 
at a recent social gathering 15 of 
the 25 women guests present com- 
mented on the fact that they had 
received souvenir postals from the 
manager of the theatre they gener- 
ally attended. 

Alfred Plough, of the Commodore 
theatre, went to Nova Scotia on a 
vacation and from there sent postals 
to his entire mailing list. The writer 
adds that the tenor of the comment 
indicated that this thoughtful 
courtesy was very greatly appre- 
ciated, and clinched the loyalty of 
the recipients to the house. 

Last summer it was reported that 
a manager was sending cards to his 
patrons who had gone on yacation. 
Mr. Plough seems to have reversed 
the idea with equally good effect. 


For Blondes 


Los Angeles. 

Exploitation campaign for ‘Blon- 
die of Follies’ at Loew's State in- 
cluded a makeup demonstration put 
on in conjunction with a cosmeti- 
cian. Three blondes selected each 
day for a week with six selected 
from the 21 for prizes. 

First award was a studio screen 








of the Eastman, has joined Publix, | test, second a sketch by Henry 
stationed at the Century with Mar-| Clive; third, a makeup set, and 
tin Anderson. fourth and fifth, six each three- 
ans a month passes for the house. No 
sé sco. > " ateteser oriole . . 
Ellis Arkush back as penineata | rouble baa te een Pen 2 Pe oe ee 
district manager for F-WC after : 
two months’ a.w.l. due to illness. | Got Supplies 
Aaron Goldberg reopens his Mar- The food matinees have fallen off 
ket street grind, the Circle, about | to some extent, partly through over- 
Oct. i. fuse, but the idea was revived with 
good effect by Eddie Collins, of 
Lexington | Publix’s Metropolitan theatre, Hous- 
Somerset Amusement Co. has !ton, Tex., following the big storm 
taken over the Virginia and Ken- | down there. 
tucky theatres at Somerset, Ky., | As soon as the damage was 
and plans remodeling both houses. known, Collins took it on the run 
Virginia, 1,900-seater, was built 10 for the paper offices to an- 
(Continued on page 34) ' (Continued on page 31) 
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Tuesday, September 27, 1932 


THE BUSINESS DROUGHT IS OVER! 
HERE’S WHAT EVERY EXHIBITOR 
HAS BEEN PRAYING FOR! 





VARIETY 























JOSEPH 
SCHEN 


presents 











THE LIGHTNING 
HIT OF THE YEAR!! 


with 

WALTER HUSTON 
WILLIAM GARGAN 
GUY KIBBEE 
WALTER CATLETT 
BEULAH BONDI 
MATT MOORE 


A DELUGE of PASSION wey 
A STORM of EMOTION e.- 
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TIGER SHARK 


(Continued from page 17) 

ive ‘Tiger Shark’ clear sailing with 

ll audiences. 

Edward G. Robinson does dialect 
again, this time Portuguese. As 
only a Portuguese could find tech- 
nical flaws, others will have to take 
the actor’s word for the characteri- 
gation. He makes the part sit up 
and talk, which was no easy task in 
this case, and manages to wind up 
with a larger sharo of sympathy 
than he usually receives. The pic- 
ture will add to Robinson's prestige 
considerably. 

At the start ‘Tiger Shark’ makes 
the femme drawback look like more 
than a remote possibility. During 
the first five minutes three ship- 
wrecked mates are shown foaming 
at the mouth for lack of water, one 
hits another over the head with a 
brickbat, the same fellow is de- 
voured by sharks when be falls 
overboard, and one of Robinson’s 
hands is chewed off. The romance 
commences about five minutes later, 
and from then on the story main- 
tains general appeal. 

A ti g short dealing with tuna 
ashing the coast of Mexico on 
the Pa e side, which was shown 
around about a year or so ago, 
might not have been the inspiration 
for this original story by Houston 
Branch, but this feature includes 
some very reminiscent material. 
Whether or not the thought came 
from that source, the result is an 
intelligently conceived yarn, based 
as it is on a filmsy structure. 

After losing his hand to a tiger 
shark in a realistic underwater shot, 
Robinson, as Capt. Mike Mascareno, 
replaces the lost member with a 
steel hook. It makes him further 
repellent to the women fans, after 
having considerable trouble as a 
Don Juan in the first place. The 
shady lady who marries him bears 
no. love, but only appreciation for 
his kindness. It’s to be expected 
that she should fall for the person- 
able best friend of her husband's, 
Richard Arlen. 

From friendship, the capt.’s feel- 
ings toward his .first mate turn to 
hatred when the boy and the missus 
are caught ina clinch. He attempts 
to feed the false roomer to the 
sharks, but the man eaters get the 
capt. instead. The closing death 
scene, with an unnecessarily long 
forgive-and-forget speech by the 
dying Robinson, is pretty sloppy, 
but there’s enough power up ahead 
to cover up the picture’s weakness 
at the far end. 

No human villains in the cast. All 
the dirty work was assigned to the 
sharks. When they’re not biting off 
the capt.’s hand they're chewing up 
luckless fishermen who fall into the 
water. At the finish the shark that 
kills Robinson just as he reaches 
the side of the rescue boat, practi- 
cally crawls up the capt.’s back. It 
may have been a prop, tut it looks 
good enough. 

The tuna fishing moments are the 
big thrills. As in the short referred 
to above, one big fishing scene 
shows a haul of countless tunas by 
hook and line. The fish bite almost 
instantaneously with the hook strik- 
ing the water. The fishermen swing 
their game over their heads into a 
tank behind them and, without los- 
ing the rhythm, toss the hooks back 
into the water. Sharks enter the 
picture with each fishing sequence, 
and digaster to one of the crew 
aiways follows. 

Also remindful is the removal of 
an accidentally tossed hook from the 
back of Arlen’s neck. It’s done wth 
Arlen facng the camera, not a little 
unlike the cauterizing sequence in 
‘Sea Beast.’ 

Arlen, Zita Johann and Vince Bar- 
nett, latt@r in for comedy relief, sup- 
port Robinson ably. Miss Johann, 
from legit, should progress. in 
films if her best moments in ‘Tiger 
Shark,’ her first major chance, are 
an indication. There are times when 
the camera isn’t as kind as it might 
be, and others when Miss Johann 
is herself at fault. On the whole, 
however, she impresses. Bige. 


CASE VAN GELDERN 


(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, Sept. 8. 

Lilen Richter Tonfilm G.m.b.H. produc- 
tion and Suedfilm A. G. release. Direction, 
Dr. Willi Wolff. Production management, 
Max Paetz. Photography, Emil Schuene- 
mann; sound, Eugen Hrich; recorded on 
Tobis-Klangfilm. Running time, 85 min- 
utes. At Atrium, Berlin. 

Paul Richter, Ellen Richter, Lucie Hoef- 
Iiiga Brink, Fritz Kampers, Lizzi 
Waldmueller, G. Chmara, Hilde  Hilde- 
brand, Harry Hardt, Olly Gebauer, Fried- 
rich Kayssler, Walter Steinbeck, Ernst 
Dumeke, Ernst Busch, Julius Falkenstein, 
Wladimir Sokoloff, Kurt Lilien, Paul 
Biensfeldt, Wolfgang Zilzer 





A really good, thrilling detective 
picture which, in spite of sOme dull 
moments and reminiscences of the 
silent screen, will be a great hit. 

As in all good detective stories, the 
tension as to who is the culprit and 
when will he be caught continues 
up to the end, and the authors, Hans 
Hyan and W. Solski, are to be cred- 
ited with a well sustained script. 
The story follows Hyan’s novel tell- 
ing the story of a lawyer, who is 
falsely accused of the murder of his 
Wife snd saved by a poor client, an 


habitvol criminal, who, in order to 
help, Liesks out of prison to find 
the goa! culprit. 

Aciine ji rood Special mention 
fs dl iviiz Kalapers, Olly Gebauer 
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; created during the 
Here and there comes a/; 


| scene, as is Rochelle Hudson. 
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and Lucie Hoeflich, who give thrill- 
ing performances. Hilde Hildebrand 
turns up again in a suitable role, 
i. e., in the part of a cocotte. Further 
excellent acting is done by Gregori 
Chmara, Friedrich Kayssler, Wolf- 
gang Zilzer, Ernst Busch, Wladimir 
Sokoloff, Kurt Lilien, Paul Biens- 
feld and Harry Hardt. Ernst 
Dumcke and Elga Brink do nice 
pantomime but Ellen Richter is 
rather ineffective in her old-style 
acting. Joe Hajo’s songs are not 
effective. Sound and photography 
are average. Magnus. 


HELL’S HIGHWAY 


Radio production and release starring 
Richard Dix and featuring Tom Brown. 
Directed by Rowland Brown. Story by 
Samuel Ornitz, Robert Tasker and Rowland 
Brown. Executive producer David L. Selz- 
nick. Edward Cronjager, camera; Carroll 
Clark, art; John Tribby, sound, and James 
Anderson, asst. dir. At the Mayfair com- 
mencing Sept. 23. Runnting time 62 mins. 


Frank (Duke) Ellis. .Richard Dix 





Johany Ellis........ eocccscoecss 20m Brown 
Mise. Ws. cccccices eccecesse+LOuise Carter 
a eg ae .++.-Rochelle Hudson 
Blacksnake Skinner.......C. Henry Gordon 
Pop-Eye Jackson...... ++» Warner Richmond 
Blind Maxie..........++........sandy Roth 
Matthew, the Hermit.,...Charles Middleton 
APR ecoseveceses-Clarence Muse 
Whiteside........ soeveeseees- Stanley Fields 
Romeo SchultS. ..ccoccececesesers Jed Kiley 
Society Red..... seovceseeesss- Fuzzy Knight 
BEBO s 0 ct cccter eoccecescccsees berm Starkey 
EO Sccectenccevcssvoccesctétcs em Penny 


Buzzard..... -Harry Smith 


CoP eet ewer eer eee 


Radio beats the field with the first 
story to be screened in the new 
convict camp cycle. It opened to 
a full house at the Mayfair, but the 
story is too sodden to carry a gen- 
eral appeal. An effort is made to 
inject comedy relief, but without 
great success and the eventual gross 
on this picture will probably prove 
discouraging. It is not entertain- 
ment, and to be questioned whether 
a sufficient number of persons will 
feel an interest in the convict, de- 
spite the famous ‘sweat box’ trial 
of recent date, on which the story 
appears to have been founded. 

In ‘Hell's Highway’ there is de- 
veloped a type of story which, while 
seemingly like the earlier horror 
ventures, is without the saving 
grace of fantasy. 

The entire action, with the excep- 
tion of one scene, occurs in and 
around a prison camp in some evi- 
dently southern state, since the pre- 
ponderance of the convict labor is 
negro. The convicts have been hired 
from the state to work on a new 
road. The contractor tells his fore- 
man that he bid 50% under his 
nearest competitor and to win a 
profit he must get twice as much 
work out of the convicts. To force 
their efforts recourse is had to the 
lash and the sweatbox, the latter a 
structure of corrugated iron barely 
large enough to contain a man, and 
placed so that the metal absorbs the 
full force of the burning sun. In 
this men are placed with a heavy 
leather collar about the neck and 
with feet strapped to the floor. Early 
in the story one unfortunate faints 
and is strangled to death by the 
collar. This not only motives the 
later rising of the convicts, but the 
eventual downfall of the contractor. 

Dix is one of the convicts and 
there because he is a convict and 
not because he has been framed. 
The fact robs him of what little 
sympathy he might gain, His broth- 
er is sent to the gang for having 
shot and wounded Dix's betrayer. 
Dix, who is planning an escape, has 
to prevent the kid from coming 
along. 

In the original version as pre- 
viewed in Los Angeles, the story 
ends with Dix making a dash for 
liberty, knowing very well he will be 
shot down before he has sprinted a 
dozen feet. In the released form the 
story ends on a note of attempted 
comedy with Dix quoting the ‘Yea, 
Brother,’ which has been a gag line 
through the story as used by a 
canting hypocrite, Matthew the 
Hermit. Supposed to give a happy 
twist to the ending, but it would 
take much more to lift the story 
out of the slough. 

Productionally the direction is re- 
markably good at most points. Some 
handsome scenic backgrounds are 
hunt for the 
convicts. 
highly dramatic moment as when 
the deaf and dumb convict is shot 
because he does not hear the order 
the put up his hands. There is an- 
other, and perhaps the highest mo- 
inent in the play when a group of 
four boys in their early ‘teens; come 


upon Tom Brown and one of them | 
deliberately shoots him in the back, | 


only to realize the horror of his act 
a moment later. He has been car- 
ried away by the excitement of the 
chase. 

The director has been rather less 
successful in his effort to inject 
comedy. Once or twice a nance 
camp laborer is employed, once for 
a genuine, if smutty laugh. Other 
humor is supposed to arise from the 
smug mouthings of the Hermit, a 
crazed religionist type which seems 


ito be essential to stage and screen 


convict plays. There is nice atten- 
tion to by-play and atmosphere. 
The men act like convicts. 

Dix is wasted as the young con- 
vict, with Tom Brown much more 
effective as the kid. Louise Carter 
is an almost total loss in her single 
The 
others programmed play bits vivid- 
ly, sometimes too vividly, while 
Clarence Muse, In a very small bit, 
strikes one of the few really human 
notes. Chic. 














Ma Femme Homme 
d’ Affaire 
(‘My Wife as a Business Man 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, Sept. & 


production. A. C. E. release. 

Max de Vaucorbeil. Super- 
vised by Jacques Natanson French dialog 
by William Aguet. Music by Moretti. 
From the German scenario by B. Wolff, F. 


Via-Film 
Directed by 


Zeckendorf and Ph. L. Mayring. Made in 
the Epinay Tobis_ studios. Recorded, 
Klangfilms Running time, 90 minutes. 


Olympia, Paris, Sept. 
In cast: Renee Devillers, Alfred Pasquall, 
Robert Arnoux, William Aguet, and others. 


Just a programmer, very Ger- 
manic and at times bordering on the 
operetta instead of remaining 
straight comedy, which is also dis- 
tinctly Germanic. Via-Film is a 
French production company which 
was organized by UFA and sup- 
posedly financed by two ex-carriage 
makers to make in France French 
productions for A. C. E., which is 
UFA’s local releasing branch. 

Story, which is rather involved 
at times, shows a simpleton married 
to an ambitious girl who has 
brains. She manages to move 
in smart circles, and finally lands 
her husband in easy street by per- 
sistent bluff. 

Alfred Pasquali, stage and screen 
comedian, is the real life of the film, 
and burlesques the part of a social 
and business ‘agent.’ The married 
couple are done satisfactorily by 
Robert Arnoux and Renee Devillers. 
Technically film is okay, with direc- 
tion good. 

The only thing that saves the re- 
lease with local audiences is the 
Frenchification by Mile. Devillers. 

Mazi 


KLONDIKE | 


Monogram production and release, with 
special production credit for W. T. Lackay. 
Directed by Phil Rosen from the screen 
play by Tristam Tupper. Premiere show- 
ing at the Chanin Theatre, N. Y., Sept. 
23. Running time, 65 mins. 

DP. Cromwell. «occvesctcocerere Lyle Talbot 
Donald Evans..... -s++-Ctp. Frank Hawks 
Klondike........-- eeeeeooccers Thelma Todd 
Mark Armstrong........+.-H. B. Walthall 
Jim Armstrong....+ee++++-.-Jason Robards 


Sadie Jones...... ob 0eesesce sc seeean Wares 
Editor Hinman......see+e++.-Tully Marshall 
APE eee o0¢0bédnecss Ee ay eee 
Miss Porter.....++++eeeee++--Priscilla Dean 
Miss Fielding..... socceses- Myrtle Stedman 
Tem Ross. «<e Fe 
BOE is 6 oe ch ba teoedens cote eb ooh Lafe McKee 





While better than the average in- 
dependent feature, ‘Klondike’ is 
hampered by stretches of the obvi- 
ous, frequent action lapses, forced 
comedy touches and amateurish 
spots. Important runs can double 
feature it, while others in the sec- 
ond and third run classifications can 


single it with a strong build-up of 


supporting program. 

Title is more or less a misnomer. 
Story is all about a doctor who 
failed in one operation and suc- 
ceeded in another for a final flourish 
of vindication. 

Only snow exhibited is in one 
brief sequence, which shapes up as 
an interior shot since the flakes 
are obviously phoney. 

Captain Frank Hawks, the avi- 
ator, proves an actor of marked 
ability. Only trouble is he is rele- 
gated to a bit part, which keeps 
him on the screen in a plane for a 
few minutes when the crack-up 
comes and the pilot is killed. That 
flight sequence, however, is one of 
the best in the feature, thanks to 
Hawks. Plane traveling through 
cloud effects carries a real audience 
suspense. 

Story, which starts off with a 
bang, slows down to an inane tempo 
when the Klondike is_ reached. 
Camera thereafter stays indoors 
and concerns itself with the action 
of the three principals, Lyle Talbot, 
Thelma Todd and Jason Robards. 

As Dr. Cromwell, Talbot is satis- 
factory. Thelma Todd as Klondike 
does a careless piece of work which 
is accentuated by the director per- 
mitting her to wear a flimsy silk 
waist while the men in the house 
go around in furs or lumbermen’s 


jackets. . 
Robards interprets Jim Arm- 
strong, the lad with the same kind 


of a disease which the doctor failed 
to cure in London. There is con- 
siderable lost motion among the 
three before the second operation 
and the jealousy angles are planted. 
Waly. 


Hearts of Humanity 


John Clein production and Majestic re- 
lease, Directed by Christy Cabanne. Fea- 
tures Jean Hersholt and Jackie Searl. Story 
by Olga Printzlau. Screen play and dialog 


by Edward T. Lowe. Chas. Stumar, cam- 
era. Don Lindberg, editor. Music by 
Brown and Spencer. Jack Schultz, art. 
Jack Sullivan, asst. dir. Cast: J. Farrell 
MacDonald, Claudia Dell, Chas. Delaney, 
Lucille La Verne, Dick Wallace, George 
Humbert, Betty Jane Graham, John Vos- 
berg, Tom McGuire. At Loew's New York 
theatre one day, Sept. 20, as one-half of a 


double bill. Running time, 56 mins. 


According to Hollywood reports, 
this picture was made in six days 
at a cost of around $30,000. A little 
more money might have permitted 





additional time to get the right 
lighting on the picture, which in 
turn would have led to good pho- 


tography. Flat photography, due to 
bad lighting, is holding an otherwise 
good program picture down. In point 
of story, acting and general direc- 
tion, this release has something, 








but it also has the ball and chain 


of technical shortcomings which will | 
probably hold it to the ‘B’ theatres. | 


It is the old Irish-Jewish founda- 


tion, with Jean Hersholt as a Jewish | 


antique dealer holding the greater 
interest and carrying the play along 
in great shape with the help of 


Jackie Searle, who gets a chance to| J; 


escape from the snitch parts so 
often assigned him. Here he’s the 
son of an Irish policeman. The lat- 
ter is shot by a burglar, and Hers- 
holt adopts the child for his old 
friend's sake. Jackie is a good kid, 
to contrast with George Humbert as 
Hersholt’s own son, a typical bad 
boy of the streets. 

Some of the most compelling 
scenes are between this youngster 
and Hersholt as the latter vainly 
seeks to check the wildness of the 
motherless boy. They are played 
with a sincerity and simplicity that 
will make a strong appeal to par- 
ents and interest the children. It is 
one of the most genuine perform- 
ances this player has contributed, 
and the fact that it is an inde- 
pendent production has not led him 
to slight his work. There is a sub 
love interest with Charles Delaney 
and Claudia Dell, with John Vosberg 
as the menace here, but quickly 
disposed of. 

The main plot of the story is soft 
with a regular Little Eva finish 
when Jackie is supposed to be dying 
—but doesn’t. It’s the character bits 
rather than the story which sustain 
this offering. Chic. 


Unheimliche Geschichten 


(Gruesome Stories) 
(GERMAN MADE 

Berlin, Sept. 17. 
Roto-G, P. Film. Release, 
G. P. Films G. m. b, H. Direction, Rich- 
ard Oswald. Manuscript, after novels of 


Edgar Allan Poe and Robert Louis Steven- 
son by Heinz Goldberg and Eugen Szat- 


Production, 


mari. Photography, Heinrich Gaertner. 
Recorded, System Tobis Klangfilm. 
Cast: Paul Wegener, Harald Paulsen, 


Roma Bahn, Mary Parker, Gerhard Bienert, 
Paul Henckels, John Gottowt, Eugen 
Kloepfer, Maria Koppenhoefer, Erwin Kal- 
ser, Franz Stein, Gretl Bernd, Ilse Fuers- 
tenberg, Carl Heinz Charell, Fred Goebel, 
Natascha Silvia, Karl Meinhard, Michae! v. 
Newlinski, Hans Behall, Blandine Ebinger, 
Viktor de Kowa, Ferdinand Hardt, Hein- 


rich Heilinger. 
Running time, 80 mins. At U. T. Kur- 
furestendamm, Berlin, 


Film is the occasion of a come- 
back by Richard Oswald. Oswald, 
who during silents was a maker of 
box-office success, returns to his old 
successful line. 

The story of this film is trash, but 
very well-done trash which prom- 
ises to become a world success. 
Synchronization would not be diffi- 
cult, as relatively little dialog is 
contained and only a few close-ups 
with dialog. 

‘Gruesome Stories’ was used 13 
years ago by Richard Oswald for a 
film with Conrad Veidt and Anita 
Berber. There are four thrilling 
stories after Poe's ‘The Black Cat,’ 


and Stevenson’s ‘Suicide Club,’ 
‘Lunatic Asylum Tales’ and ‘The 
Wax Figure Cabinet.’ These four 


stories have been very skilfully 
combined into a single scenario. It 
tells the story of a journalist who 
one night passes a lonely house 
where he hears shouts. He suspects 
murder and, investigating, takes 
part in a series of gruesome epi- 
sodes. 

Oswald has succeeded in creating 
an effectively gruesome picture. 
There is a scene in which the mur- 
derer pursued by the journalist 
hides in a wax-figure cabinet in 
which the images of murderers and 
criminals are shown. In this cabi- 
net a fight is waged between the 
two men, during which the mur- 
derer by accidentally touching a 
button sets the whole cabinet work- 
ing. Shots are fired and the guillo- 
tine, beginning to work, falls on the 
head of a decapitated figure. 

Another scene is in an asylum 
where the lunatics have got hold of 
the doctors and the personnel run- 
ning the asylum themselves. 

Effect is intensified by excellent 
acting. Sound and photography ex- 
cellent. Settings of Walter Rei- 
mann and Franz Schroedter are first 
rate. 
gari’ and for a long time to come 
will enjoy success. Magnus. 





-h- mpion du Regiment 


(*The Regiment’s Champion’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 

Paris, Sept. 15. 
Produced by Alexander Nalpas. Directed 
by Henry Wulschleger. From the play by 
F. Celval-Bessier and L. Bousquet. Star- 
ring bach. Running time, %) minutes 
Gaumont Palace, Paris, September 13, 1982. 


Very local in story, treatment and 
technique, but okay for local con- 
sumption, especially due to Bach's 
broad gags and acting, repeating his 
performance from ‘Affaire Blaireau.’ 


Story is that of a village priest 
who, after falling in the river, puts | 
on a soldier’s coat while his own 
clothing is drying, and is mistaken 
for a soldier and consigned to bar- 
racks. Apart from Bach's clicking 
with local audiences, evidencing 
once more their taste for broad 
comedy, only point of interest in the 
film is Josette Dav, a newcomer to 
the screen, but whose perfo 
makes her worth watchine for 
ture developmen Striv 
French. Mavi. 
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WHITE EAGLE 


‘olumb 5 and rel 
ng Buck Jones, featuring Bar 
Directed by Lambert Hillyear and 
lialog by Fred Myton Photographer, Ie 
Willam 0 ynnell At the Beacor i 


4 production ise Stare 


mara W 


Story 
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ek begin 1s 
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Only archeologists could locate 
that type of resurrectable museum 
grind that could chance the billing 
of this horse operetta with Buck 
Jones in his usual western heroics, 
as the main screen attraction, for a 
day or two. The commercial b. 0, in 
the majority of spots couldn't stand 
to do this, not these days. It's a 
twin-biller type. Whether over or 
under depends on accompanying 
product, but generally it might be 
under. 

Background is still the barren 
west of the post-civil war days 
around Virginia City. The city, ac- 
cording to the picture, was only a 
pony express station in those days, 
and Jones is the Indian pony ex- 
press rider and a model brave. 


He catches the horse thieves who, 
under Robert Ellis, had been steal- 
ing the express ponies, as the dialog 
only indicates, and which the 
thieves have been blaming on the 
neighborhood Indian tribes. At the 
finish, however, Jones is turned 
white man by the dialog. Seems the 
Heap Big Chief father kidnapped 
Jones as a boy. 


That makes Jones eligible to 
marry the platinum blonde heroine. 
She’s Barbara Weeks, who ordinar- 
ily is a brunette. But maybe there 
were platinums even in 1868, 


_Kids shouldn't mind the schoolboy 
dialog. An Indian massacre, and a 
stalking mountain lion might offer 
a pinch of interest. Neither, how- 
ever, holds convincing action. Usual 
horse drama photography. Shan. 


EXPOSED 


Eagle (indie) production, released by In« 
vincible Distributors. Directed by Albert 
Herman from an original story and screen 
play by Mauri Grashin. In cast: William 
Collier, Jr., Barbara Kent, Raymond Hat- 
ton, Bobby (Wheezer) Hutchins, Walter Mc- 
Grail, Jack Quinn, Roy Stewart, Billy Bn- 
gels. At Loew's New York one day, Sept. 
24, on double feature program. Running 
time, 65 minutes. 





Fast moving, well knit independ- 
ent production that will entertain 
every type of audience. 

‘Exposed’ is a picture the trade 
should see. It contains some new 
names that will deserve watching if 
they continue to deliver as they did 
in this one. 

Herman, for instance, does a 
|}smart piece of direction. Grashin 
} shows marked audience understand- 
ing in his dialog and the grouping 
of situations. There is a simplicity 
in the writing and action which is 
understandable by all and yet not 
wearying. 

The baby, Wheezer, that Roach 
brought out and then dropped, is a 
real trouper in this. Kid is a natu- 
ral. He proves in ‘Exposed’ that he 
possesses the intelligence, smooth- 
ness and personable side of the elder 
Coogan lad during his stooge days 
for Chaplin. 

A young doctor, forced to serve 
the underworld but secretly stool- 
ing for the police, from the start 
keeps the action tempo mounting. 
Collier, Jr., as the ambulance surgeon 
has this part, while Hatton carries 
the role of the night resort leader. 

Love interest is injected by Bar- 
bara Kent as the nurse, who is kept 
guessing about the doctor's actual 
status. 

Picture winds up with one of the 
most thrilling races of the gang kind 











Frazer, 
| Marceline Day, Matthew Betz, Huntley Gor- 
A film which resembles ‘Cali- | 


brought to the screen lately. Radio 
ears receiving their eall to follow 
the runaway ambulance protract 
this sequence without lessening the 
action, Waly. 





Broadway to Cheyenne 


Trem Carr production and Monogram re- 
lease, starring Rex Bell. Directed by Harry 
Story by Wellyn Totman. Cast 


don, Roy D’Arcy, Robt. Ellis, Gwen Lee, 
Harry Semels, Al Bridge, Rae Daggett, 
John Elliott, Geo. Hayes, Earl Dwire. At 


Loew's New York theatre one day, Sept. 20, 
as one-half of a double bill. Running time, 
62 mins. 


Making an effort to get away from 





| 


| With one big setting, 
| for natural scenery, hard riding and 


the hackneyed western plot, Trem 
Carr brings a Broadway gangster 
mob to Cheyenne. This has been 


done several times since Paramount 
spoiled ics ‘Gun Smoke’ by over- 
stressing the story. Carr has them 
gangsters still, with merely a new 
angle to the old racket. Starts in 
with the Broadway night club stuff 
then goes west 


| fist fighting. This can function in 
jmany spots where the usual western 
is tabu. It ought to pick up a little 


additional change from these dates, 
I mob moves west when 
for them. A 
detective whom they plugged goes 
west to recuperate on his father’s 
ranc} Hie finds the mob entrenched 
in a oft di parlor with a real 
idjinmet and forming a new 
, tfion. Same old 
they kill the 
*m page 29) 
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VARIET Tuesday, September 27, 1932 
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“WAS | MORTIFIED!: 


. . - So I says to the President: 
‘You’ve argufied about bonuses 
for veterans, debated de Drys and 
Wets, and tings like dat; but, what 
about dose guys dat own theatres? 
Why not give dem a picture 
about politics dat’ll bust buttons 


and crack ribs?’ He says, ‘Okay, 


Jimmy,’ solissen, you get a load of 


GEORGE M.COHAN 
CLAUDETTE COLBERT 


JIMMY DURANTE 


Cl Gfaramount Cpicture — 
DIRECTED BY NORMAN TAUROG 
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Cohan Looks Good; 


Durante A Riot 


“THE PHANTOM PRESIDENT” . 
2 ae wawecees we 
Direction ........-+ ceoeee-Morman Taurog 


vsaeeae @orge F. Worts 
coor Sey eee DeLeon, 
*« Harlan Thompson 


| lan The 
FL Music and Lyries......Richard oe, 


M. Cohan, Claudette 
Colbert, jimmy Durante, George 
Barbier, sidney Toler, Louise Mack- 
intosh, Jamieson Thomas and Julius 
He aang Sr 
box- you sre SELL 
of a to go out and 
those fireside sitters who have beon 


: busi- 
sitting almost out of the 
ness. Shades of Barnum and 


Photography 
Cast: George 


P, T. 


















~ “Phantom President” 


(Paramount) 


imm Durante wins 


schnozz in tom rési- 


rge M. n for top actin One 
ors. ante carries t cture wit 
1s personality a is Drand of hu- 





%. mor. Cohan ives 6 grand perlor- 
% mance, olbert is pleasing 


te 
Bas the heroine and 


| what little she 
‘has to do is handled with, finesse. The 
preview show was held at the Astor. 
yesterday morning. 
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You have situations that stert a 
chuckle even before they begin to 





Te concerns politics; presidential 
ute, nations and elections. It shows 
that out-maneuvers any and all of 
those fast-thinking politicians. They 
elect @ president through the cam- 
peigning of a phantom, @ dead ringer 
for the bird who is actually running. 
gags his way into a nomination and, 
later, an election, while old sour face 
sits at home, puzzled at 
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. Itisa comedy-drama, with comedy 
usurping most of ¢t ootage. 
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characters is hurdied, it gathers mo- 
mentum for a bang-up finish. There 
is a charming fugwe pervading with 
other lilting tunes by Rodgers and 
Hart interspersed. _ 
wee tba ter Oe 
ering T. K. Blair for t resi 
of the United States. They find he 
has no personality for the campaign 
and are stymied until Peter Varney, 
Blair's double, and his partner Du- 
rante, enter the picture with their 
medicine show. Varney is sold the 
idea by “The Big Four” to imperso- 
nate his prototype for the presidential 
campaign and after the election bow 
out. 


ing the original candidate that for 
a time he eyen deludes Miss Colbert, 
Blair's fiancee, in believing that her 
future husband had changed to suit 
her ideas. Prior to the election, the 
heroine learns the truth about the de- 
ception and Varney is about to reveal 
the fraud over the radio when Miss 
Colbert persuades him not to go 
through with it. 

Believing that he is being double- 
crossed, Blair plans to get rid of the 
impostor after the election. With the 
aid of Schnozzola, Varney is elected 
with flying colors and Miss Colbert, 





having taken the “personality” man se- | ~~ 
riously comes to his rescue. She has L ai 


Varney is so successful in portray- - 


Blair, instead of her new lover, sent 
to the isolated island for safe keep- 


rante who masters the comedy situa- 
tions. 
Supporting the headliners are 
George Barbier, Sidney Toler, Louis 
Mackintosh, Jameson Thomas and Ju- 
lius McVicker, .all of whom do cred- 
itable work. Norman Taurog adds ° 
another spoke to his wheel of suc- 
cesses ahh "The Phantom Presi- 


dent.” — 
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CAST: Charles Farrell, Joan Bennett, Ralph 
Bellamy, Eugene Pallette, Irving Pichel, Minna 
Gombell, Sarah Padden. PLAY: Paul Arm- 
strong’s adaptation of STORY: “‘Salomy Jane’s 
Kiss’’ by Bret Harte. DIRECTOR: Raoul Walsh. 


CAST: Warner Baxter, Miriam Jordan, John 
Boles, Beryl Mercer, George Marion, Sr., 
Halliwell Hobbes. STORY: “Auf Wieder- 
sehen’’ by Gordon Morris and Morton Barteaux. 
DIRECTOR: William Dieterie. 


CAST: Victor McLaglen, Greta Nissen, Nell 
O’Day, Arthur Pierson, Allan Dinehart, 
Howard Jones (U.S.C. coach), Alonzo Stagg 
Chicago U. coach), and many All-American 
stars. STORY: by Joel Sayre. DIRECTOR: 
Alfred Werker. 


CAST: George O’Brien, Janet Chandler, 
Marion Burns, Arthur Pierson. STORY: by 
Zane Grey. DIRECTOR: David Howard. 


CAST: Janet Gaynor, Charles Farrell, June 
Clyde, Edward Pawley. STORY: by Grace 
Miller White. DIRECTOR: Alfred Santell. 


CAST: Clara Bow, Gilbert Roland, Estelle 
Taylor, Alexander Kirkland, Thelma Todd, 
Monroe Owsley, Weldon Heyburn. NOVEL: 
by Tiffany Thayer. DIALOGUE: Edwin Burke 
DIRECTOR: John Francis Dillon. 


CAST: Clive Brook, Ernest Torrence, Miriam 
Jordan, Reginald Owen. STORY: based on 
A. Conan Doyle’s immortal tale. DIRECTOR: 
William K. Howard. 


CAST: James Dunn, Boots Mallory, Zasu 
Pitts, Minna Gombell, Terrance Roy. PLAY: 
by Dawn Powell. DIRECTOR: Erich von 
Stroheim. 


CAST: Joan Bennett, Spencer Tracy, Marion 
Burns, Henry B. Walthall. STORY: by Barry 
Conners and Philip Klein. DIRECTOR: Raoul 
Walsh. 


CAST: Will Rogers, Marian Nixon, Dick 
Powell. NOVEL: by Ben Ames Williams from 
the Saturday Evening Post Serial. DIRECTOR: 
John Blystone. 


Thrilling successor to“Old Arizona” 





————— 






and “The Cisco Kid” eee Bret 
Harte characters and romance. 


Powerful and amazing drama of a 
man with six hours to love. ..to 
avenge a murder... and save his 
country. 


The big belly-laugh of the football 
season... with an uproariously new 


kick. 


Zane Grey's epochal smash of 
God’s Country . . . nothing half as 
big in the past five seasens. 


The screen’s supreme sweethearts 
hit a new peak of drama and tem 


derness. 


A woman lives out the call of love 
that most hide in their innermost 
hearts. 


Holmes outwits a deadly band of 
modern American criminals who 
invade London. 


A boy and a girl from Main Street 
whose love and courage snatch 
happiness from the Big City. 


Love, drama and thrills on a trans- 
Adlantic dock branded with a fatal 
number. 


A carefree knight of the road gets 
busy and helps two youngsters find 
romance. 


oo ___ Tuesday ? Sep 


tember 27, 1932 
nn As cee 


























re 
on 


dic 

















Tuesday, September 27, 1932 





PICTURES 





—_— 








ROD. VEERS 
FROM CYCLES 


Film production in future, the 
trend indicates, is away from cycles. 

Majors are trying to lend stories 
different slants or inject atmos- 
phere so that they will not appear 
strictly of the cycle on which mainly 
founded. Paramount did this with 
‘70,000 Witnesses,’ a football story 
with a strong murder mystery angle. 
Warner Bros, are varying the hor- 
ror film thing ‘Wax Museum,’ 

Companies are of the opinion that 
if cycles are to be followed, stories 
must possess a companion angle or 
combine two or more cycle elements. 
In the past it’s been only the first 
or second picture of the newly de- 





veloped cycles that did the busi- 
ness: those that followed meant 
little. 


No great rush on the part of in- 
dustry to put out big all-star pic- 
tures on the basis of ‘Grand Hotel.’ 
WB was figuring on it for ‘42nd 
Street’ but changed its mind. 

During the past six months two 
new ones, neither of which as yet 
threaten to become outstanding, 
have been political and Hollywood 
film life stories. There is some pro- 
ducer-distributor and theatre re- 
sentment against the latter because 
it tips secrets on the industry, while 
the political cycle, although more 
timely, has its own aspects of pos- 
sible embarrassment. 


ALUIED EXHIBS’ FILM 
PROD. PLANS GROW COLD 


Allied Exhibitors venture into in- 
die production has been frost bit- 
ten. Scarcity of money is blamed. 

Sets, which union carpenters are 
reported to have erected for nothing 
on the gamble of a cut-in later on, 
are still standing in the Ideal stu- 
dios in New Jersey. 











Dusting One Off 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Shelved by Warners last year 
after studio had spent $25,000 for 
a scenario, ‘Blue Moon Murder Mys- 
tery’ is again up for production. 
Robert Florey, last at Tiffany, will 
direct it. 
The mystery was written directly 
for the screen by S. S. Van Dine, 











Brown East for World 


Series ‘Elmer’ Scenes 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Sequences of the World Series, 
to be made in the east for Joe E. 
Brown's ‘Elmer the Great,’ will be 
directed by Tenny Wright who left 
here lI'riday (23) for New York. 
Cameraman and company will be 
hired in New York, Wright and 
Brown being the only studio people 
g0ing east for the scenes. 

Exuseball footage will be kept in 
the can until December when story 
will be ready and regular produc- 
tion started. Company will film 
scenes both in New York and Chi- 


cago. Brown left Saturday night 
(24). 
Rays at Allied 
Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Albert Ray and Frances Hyland 
(Mrs. Ray) have been given term 


contracts by M. H. Hoffman of Al- 
lied. 


Ray is directing ‘Guilty or Not 
Guilty.’ Miss Hyland will write 
originals, and be in charge of 


scenario department. 


M’GUIRE COMEDIES RESUME 
Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Larry Darmour ia resuming pro- 
duction of Mickey McGuire come- 
dies, halted in July. 
First of the new series goes in 
this week, with J. A. Duffy direct- 





ing. Initialer, ‘Mickey, the Ape 
Man,’ will be followed by ‘County 
Fair 


Monogram’s Kyne Buy 
Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Monogram has purchased ‘ The 
Best Judge,’ Peter B. Kyne’s novel, 
for immediate production. William 
Lackey will produce the picture, 
which will be retitled ‘Man's Law.’ 

Tristram Tupper is adapting and 
dialoging assignment. 








Depends on Hubby 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Wf Constance Bennett's hus- 
band, Henry de la Falaise, 
doesn't find a job in the next 
two months, the couple will 
make their long delayed trip 
to Europe. 

The Marquis, who has been 
a member of Metro's foreign 
department, is out with the 
closing of that department. 
He must now wait until Radio 
writes a revise of ‘Rock-a-bye,’ 
Miss Bennett’s picture, and 
then films the retakes. 


GOLDWYN LONE WOLFING 
IT ON TERMS FOR ‘KID’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

First step in his move to take 
‘Kid From Spain’ away from the 
circuits unless they comply with 
what he figures to be the right 
terms, Sam Goldwyn has rejected 
the Fox-West Coast offer for the 
Eddie Cantor pictute and has 
signed with Warners Western to 
open it there Nov. 10 on a two-a- 
Gey policy at $1.50 top. Terms are 
50-50. 

As a result of the Goldwyn-War- 
ner deal, Chinese, which had fig- 
ured ‘Kid From Spain’ as the suc- 
cessor to ‘Rain,’ will go dark Oct. 
>. No attraction in sight, Sid 
Grauman will keep the Chinese 

















closed until some _ super-product 
comes out of the studios. This he 
figures will be some time in No- 


vember with the house possibly re- 
opening Thanksgiving Day. 


‘Air Minded’ Series 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Series of 12 one-reelers showing 
the fundamentals of airplane pilot- 
ing, is being made by Francis Corby 
and Hal Lyons. Shorts are titled 
‘Air Minded,’ and will be distributed 
on the state right market by Wil- 
liam Steiner. 

Sid Saylor provides the comedy 
and Frank Cla:ke is pilot in the 
semi-educational pictures. First of 
the series has been completed. 











McFarland to Powers On Sales 
J. W. McFarland has been ap- 
pointed v.p. in charge of sales for 
Powers Pictures. 
For past three years he was in 
charge of the Walt Disney cartoon 
distrib. 


Studio Placements 





Lyle Talbot, lead in ‘No More 
Orchids,’ Col. 
Gloria Stuart, femme lead _ in 


‘Laughter in Hell,’ Univ. 

Armand Schaefer, to direct ‘The 
Promised Land,’ Tom Mix-Univ. 

Sally Eilers, Ralph Bellamy, ‘Sec- 
ond Hand Wife,’ Fox. 

George Walsh, Jesse De Vorska, 
‘Pier 13,’ Fox. 

Tom Buckingham writing ‘Desti- 
nation Unknown,’ original for U. 

Gladys Lehman, Clarence Marks, 
H. M. Walker, adaptation, ‘Silk 
Stockings,’ U. 

Frank Wead, Walter’ Fritchie, 
Dale Van Every, continuity, 
‘U Boats,’ U. 

Christie Cabanne 
trayal,’ Majestic. 

George Chandler, ‘Pier 13,’ Fox. 

Flo Britton, ‘King of the Jungle,’ 
Par. 


to direct ‘Be- 


George Stone, Ned Sparks, ‘42d 
Street,’ WB. 

Henry Armetta, Jerry Mansy, 
‘Prosperity,’ Metro. 

Neoma Judge, ‘The Man from 
Arizona,’ Monogram. 

Harry Wilson, Russell Simpson, 
George Magrill, Ethan Laidlaw, 


‘Cross Pull,’ Fox. 

Adrian Morris, ‘Pier 13,’ Fox. 

Bruce Warren, ‘Tess of the Storm 
Country,’ Fox. 

David Newell, George Irving, Os- 
car Apfel, ‘Rasputin,’ MGM. 


Sidney Toler, ‘Bookworm Turns,’ 
Par. 

Dick Arlen, ‘Island of Lost Souls,’ 
Par. 

Alan Dinehart, ‘Lawyer Man,’ 
WB. 

Noah Beery, Greta Grandstedt 
‘Wild Horse,’ Mascot 

Shirley Gray, ‘Court Martialed,’ 
Col. 

Leon Wavcoff, Alex. Paule, ‘Para- 
chute.’ 

Franklin Pangborn Phantom 
Fam2,’ Radio. 


‘Cavaleade,” Fox 
Nvdia Westmian, 


Diane Wynard 
Greta Granstedt, 





| Claudette Colbert—if they'd 


| 
| 


Frank Albertson, Johnny Arthur, | 
‘Should Crooners Marry’? Doan 
short, U. 

Shirley Grey Reckless Romance 
Coil. 


a 


LOEW’S MOST SERIOUSLY 
AFFECTED IN PROJ. ROW 


Agreement by the LA T. &. F. to 
hold in abeyance its verdict on the 
investigaation of the affairs of Sam | 
Kaplan and the operators union he | 
heads, until various charges are 
heard by the courts, features de- 
velopments of the past week in the 
306-Empire imbroglio. 

Kaplan asked the I. A. T. S. E. to 
defer its verdict, the International 
agreeing to do this. Action is said} 
to have been taken partly as a | 
means of curbing rumors up and 
down Broadway that Kaplan would 
be out as 306’s president by Satur- 
day (24). 

The 306 - Empire battlefront 
proved quiet during the past week 
except for strong circulars distrib- 
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Exhibs’ Homes and Indie Unionist’s 
Theatre Bombed; Drastic Texan Law 


> 





Quick Change 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Considering ‘Free, White and 
21’ too good to lose, Radio will 
use this handle on its film, 
‘Sport Page.’ 

Title was previously on an 
Adela Rogers Hyland story for 
Constance Bennett. Latter 
went in the can when the Hays 
office banned it as too torrid. 

Two stories are far apart in 
theme. 








uted by Empire, with 306 retaliat- 





ing with its own circulars. 

The Loew circuit in Greater New 
York continues to remain the most 
seriously annoyed of the local 
chains. Cops now doing 24-hour 
duty at Loew houses. 

The appalling result for Loew's 
of the 306-Empire battle, with that 
circuit’s houses largely used as the 
union ‘No Man’s Land,’ is that re- 
ceipts have fallen off through scar- 
ing people away from the theatres. 
The drop is said to run as high as 
35%. It ranges from 7% to that 
figure in independent theatres, ac- 
cording to 306’s own clocking. 

The New York newspapers, fol- 
lowing an appeal from Loew's, have 
soft-pedaled news on the 306-Em- 
pire fight, but is still denied that 
the papers have agreed to kill any 
stories concerning bombings, if 
occurring. A Loew exec states that 
they could hardly expect newspa- 
pers to do this, but that ‘burying 
of the news’ appears reasonable. 

Pat Casey has been requested by 
the theatres to arbitrate the unions’ 
differences to possibly bring about 
an amicable settlement, 


STORY BUYING 
AT LOWEST EBB 











in the east has 
reached its lowest ebb in as long 
as veteran buyers can recall, Lull 
is due to several factors, among 
them the fact that programs for 
the current (1932-'33) season are 
fairly well filled out, with studios 
reluctant to buy too far ahead of 
release or for the 1933-'34 season. 

Money tightness is another, no 
company wanting to lay out for 
stories. Adopted policy of waiting 
to see which type of stories among 
early current releases pan out the 
best, is a further deterrent. 

In Hollywood the studios are 
equally retrenchment - minded. 
Where they bought stories by the 
score, which never saw the screen, 
the former policy of buying stories 
to keep the other fellow from get- 
ting them, or okaying material on 
quick inspection in the thought of 
beating a competitive buyer, has 
now gone from the picture, 

Story editors in the east also say 
that the increased production by 
independent units with national re- 
lease set, is narrowing their buying 
power. 


Story buying 


Slim-Zasu Feature 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Edward Luddy will direct ‘In Love,’ 
first of the Slim Summerville-Zasu 
Pitts features for Universal this 
year to be produced by Henry Hen- 
igson. Shooting starts Oct. 8. 





14-Day Clearance Gives 
Labs on Coast Slice of 
Majors’ Positive Biz 


Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 

With acceptance by virtually all 
of the major distributing com- 
panies of the 14-day first-run clear- 
ance on feature productions in the 
Southern California territory, indi- 
cations are that the custom of mak- 
ing prints of all negatives in the 
east will be abandoned, and the 
working celluloid turned out by 
local labs. This change would be 
made to supply the early demands 
for subsequent runs. 

For years the policy has been to 
send production negatives to New 
York, where positive prints were 
made and reshipped to various ex- 
change centers for distribution. 
With only 14 days between the 
downtown first run, and subsequent 
release for the second runs, and 
with the third and fourth follow- 
ing in close order, distributors here 
believe the home offices will keep 
the negative on the coast until suf- 
ficient prints to take care of the 
Pacific slope have been made, after 
which the negative will go east for 
further copying. 

Average number of prints for 
feature productions in the coast ter- 
ritory runs around 26, with 30 be- 
ing made for a few outstanding pic- 
tures. This number takes care of 
the requirements for Los Angeles, 
‘Frisco, Seattle, Portland and Salt 
Lake. 

Switch in the making of prints for 
the coast, if decided upon, will be 
solely as a time saving measure, and 
not an economy move, although 
there will be some saving of ex- 
press charges on prints. 


McManus, Dude Rancher, 
Goes Indie Producer 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Edward McManus, one time serial 
producer and later with William R, 
Hearst’s picture interests, is here 
to enter the indie production field. 
McManus has been operating a 
dude ranch in New Mexico for the 
past three years. 


Ince on Boyd’s 2d at RKO 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Ralph Ince has been assigned to 
direct the second William Boyd 
Western for Radio. Story is by 
Agnes Christine Johnston and Ca- 
sey Robinson, Dorothy Wilson play- 
ing lead. 











GERMAN STAR’S 1ST FOR FOX 
Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
‘His Majesty’s Car’ will be Lillian 
Harvey's first picture for Fox. 








Picture Possibilities 





‘Triplets’—U 

‘TRIPLETS’ (Linder-Masque). 
girl triplets marrying boy triplets ane 
presenting their several husbands wi 


out done into three long and bo: 


‘Lilly Turner’ 


‘LILLY TURNER’ (Comedy-drim 
A picture story which can be clea 
let her 


‘Only the Young’—Unfavorable 


‘ONLY THE YOUNG’ (Comeds 
obvious drawing room piece of thin 
stage and unsuitable for cellulo: ld ta 

‘The Stork Is De 


IS DEAD’ «1 
lines and situations 


THE STORK 
room farce with 


Singularly tiresome farce built around 


esome 


Dallas, Sept. 26 

Texas legislature is taking a hand 
in current state wide labor troubles 
with enactment of new bill making 
stench bombing a felony, punishable 
by one to 25 years’ imprisonment, or 
fines ranging from $25 to $5,000. 

That solons mean business is evi- 
denced by appearance of state rang- 
ers at Waco, with their vet leader, 
Tom Hickman, taking charge. Visit 
inspired by two bombings within 
week of the Waco, Paschall stand, 
injurying five patrons. 

Legislation climaxes worst labor 
war known to show biz hereabouts. 
Vandals have resorted to everything 
from sulphur mixtures to dynamite, 
damaging several houses and in ma- 
jority cases injuring innocent per- 


sons. Victims’ list now stands at 
around 30. 
Acute seriousness of labor war 


dawned on Texas exhibs when a 
dynamite blast rocked the homes of 
W. B. Paschall, head of Paschall- 


Texas Theatre, Inec., and Harold 
Robb, partner in Robb-Rowley 
chain. Bomb was tossed in front of 


Paschall’s home in Highland Park, 
swanky suburb, Thursday night 
(22). Robb lives next door. 

Fact that no one was hurt and 
damage was slight led cops to be- 
lieve intimidation was the bombers’ 
only motive. No arrests so far. 

Night previous to local disturb- 
ance, Waco, P-T stand at Waco, 
Texas, was bombed for the third 
time, 

Paschall’s troubles started when 
he ordered general wage cut as one 
of first entrenchment moves follow- 
ing his absorption of P-P’s former 
Dent fold. Union balked, resulting 
in several open shop stands and 
consequent series of bombings, 
which are same troubles Publix had. 
R&R wheel not involved. 





Indie Union Prez 
Minneapolis, Sept. 26. 

Mysterious early morning blast 
tore a hole 18 inches in diameter 
in the outside wall directly behind 
the screen and damaged the in- 
terior at the Falls theatre, local in- 
die nabe. 

A. H. Geis, owner and operator of 
the theatre, is also president of the 
National Independent Motion Pic- 
ture Operators, an independent 
union operating in opposition to the 
operators’ union affiliated with the 
A. F. of L. Indie union is supply- 
ing operators at a lower scale than 
that established by the A. F. of L. 





Worcester, Mass., Sept. 26. 

Six women were burned by sul- 
phuric acid from a bomb exploded 
Thursday night (22) in E. M., 
Loew’s Olympia. House has been 
operated for about two years by 
non-union labor, and all of E. M. 
Loew’s other houses have been 
without union employees since 1925. 

Besides the women burned sev- 
eral other patrons were spattered 
with the acid. The explosion ter- 
rorized an audience of 600 and the 
crowd made a rush for the exits. 
The Olympia is an upstairs house. 
Two policemen ran in and stemmed 
the rush. The operator continued 
showing a film and turned on the 


house lights. 
Bully 


Lew Ayres will be starred by 
Universal in ‘Men Without Fear,’ 
bull fight picture for which a num- 
ber of exteriors were shot in Madrid 
and Seville. Tom Kilpatrick, who 
wrote the yarn and photographed 
scenes in Spain will go with Ayres 
to Mexico to get some more bull 
fight shots there for polishing off 
the story. 

Kilpatrick was bull fighter before 
going pictures. 











nfavorable 


i after many marital complications, 

th sets of triplets. A revue black- | 

Inconceivable in colluloid 
Rush. 


acts, 


—Favorable | 
i, Abbott and Dunning Morosco) 


ned up to fit a Stanwyck, Bow, or 
Io it. lbhee. | 
Gross & Fisher-Sutton). Talky, | 
texture licht vei@vht even for the | 
Ikerization Abel 

ad’—Unfavorable 

\ H. Woods, 431 Street) \ 

too delicate for pictures. lhee i 


On Loan, So Par Puts 
Clark Gable in ‘Pick Up’ 


Holly vood Sept -6. 
Having contracted with Metro to 
borrow Clark Gable within the next 
ithree weeks, Paramount will bracket 
| this player with Miriam Hlopkins in 
Pick Up.’ It was originally in- 
tended to use two in ‘No Bed 
of Her Own,’ which was abandoned 
due to censor troub 
‘Pick Up is the Vina Delma 
story that Paramount bought orig- 
linalls for Svivia Sidnev. New 
treatment to fit the Gable-Hopkins 
binat being written b 
(‘ourtena Terrett and Jane Storm 
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LEO, THE M-G-M LION 





THINKS ABOUT! 


"It's great not to 
have to worry about 
having your option 
taken up. My job's 
permanent. Neither 
Metro-nor Goldwyn nor 
Mayer can roar like me! 
Be, 






‘Lionel Barrymore's got 
a beard iy like mine 
in "Raspu in. John, 


Ethel Lionel] -- all together! 


Some line-up. Wait till 
1 start roaring about 
that one !" 





“ funny how the folks 
say ‘Oh and ‘Ah when I'm 
on the screen. It's not 
for me personally, darn it! 
They know ifs an M-G-M 
picture coming !” 





“When | think of my 
folks back in the 


jungle I've gotta 


laugh... Me, the greatest 


star on the screen! 
They call me ‘Star-Face’ 





Pee SR 


"M-G-M likes me to 


look dignified on the 
screen.] couldnt keep 
a straight face on that 


Dressler-Moran ‘Prosperity’ 
print! Scuse if please! 





"Whoops ! Id do a 
hand-spring if} 
didn't have to sit and 
look pretty! Clark 
Gable and Jean Harlow 
together in’Red Dust.’ 
Sweet and hot, | call i+! 

D. 





“Did you notice the 
tears in my eyes on - 

that ‘Smilin’ Through 
print ? Honest, that 
picture got me. Shearer 
was marvelous !” 









"I like to play those 
42 stands. We're doing 
swell business at the Astor 
with ‘Strange Interlude.’ 
I'm _ not high -hat about 
it, just proud 


“Pardon me, the show 
must go on. | feel 2 roar 
coming on..let's go.- 
"Rother rt... free. .ttry 
Thank God thats over now 
I can sit back and enjoy the 
picture--M-G-M, of course!" 
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FOX-WC’S NEW 
[. A. OPERATION 


Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 

Fox West Coast is arranging a 
new operation policy following the 
taking over of the United Artists 
theatre downtown. The UA igs to 
get ‘B pictures with Fanchon & 
Marco stage shows (taken over from 
Loew's State which will have ‘A’ 
film product-on a straight picture 
policy, house to play run pictures 
when necessary. 

The Pantages, Hollywood, will run 
the same pictures day and date with 
the United Artists and also play 
Fanchon & Marco stage shows. 
Pan and UA will be reopened vithin 
two weeks. 


EXCLUSIVE UA SHOWING 
FOR UA PIX IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, Sept. 26. 
United Artists theatre being lim- 
ited to product of only its own pro- 
ducing and releasing organization, 
will run an exclusive policy with 
them in this city. All UA pictures are 


to come into this house for ex- 
tended runs “nd will not be played 
in any of the outlying or second or 
third run houses. 

Joseph M. Schenck feels that in 
this way the rental that he will get 
out of the U. A., when the patrons 
know they must come here only for 
the exclusive showing of its pic- 
tures, will be far in excess of rentals 
if the product were shown at subse- 
quent run houses. 

The U. A. pictures, however, will 
play Oakland, with a 21-day pro- 
tection given the local U. A. house. 











Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 

Two Main street picture houses 
are exploiting brothels in the form 
of straight sex pictures, with ac- 
companying lectures and literature 
sale. 

California has ‘Malame Louise’s 
Establishment’ and the Wonderland 
is screening ‘Girls of the Under- 
world.’ 


Home Burned, $100,000 
Loss; Wife Breaks Ankle 


Chicago, Sept. 26. 

The home of Louis Lindenthal, 
general manager of the Schoenstat 
theatres, was burned to the ground 
early Sunday morning at Glencoe, 
a suburb. Loss was around $100,000. 

Mrs. Lindenthal broke her ankle 
jumping from the second story. 


FWC’s 25% Rent Cut 


Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 
W.H. (Bud) Lollier signed a new 
10-year lease on the Capitol, Sacra- 
mento, for Fox West Coast in asso- 
ciation with Mike Naify, getting 
25% reduction in rent. 
House will have second run policy. 





Smallwood Processing 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Roy C. Smallwoed-has taken over 
the old Horsley studio on Sunset 
blvd., and is equipping it as a proc- 
ess plant for independent producers. 
New firm is the United Process Co. 
Smallwood will sell background 
projection, composite photography 
and trick shots to the indies. 


MGR. ON BAIL 
Greenwich, Conn., Sept. 26. 

Harry Cohen, who confessed to 
faking a $1,030 boxoffice robbery 
while managing the RKO Pickwick 
here, is out on $2,000 bail pending 
trial Oct. 15. 

The Pickwick’s new manager is 
William Epes, formerly with the 
Century circuit in New York. 





McGaffey to RKO, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 
Kenneth McGaffey, former Belas- 
co theatre p. a., becomes publicity 
director at the RKO theatre suc- 
ceeding Jack Daly, 




















Problem in Economics 





Economic students among 
New York film showmen are 
trying to find some aaswer to 
the observation that the sub- 
ways, during non-rush hours, 
are carrying two men to every 
woman. Formerly it was the 
opposite. 

That there are more men 
traveling underground at these 
hours indicates to interested 
showmen that comparatively. 
more women are working than 
men and this condition can re- 
flect at the boxoffice. 

If more women than men are 
working the neighborhood the- 
atres will seriously feel the 
brunt of sch a_ condition, 
Women, not the men, generally 
patronize the nabes during the 
day. 














Suing for His Gab 


Albert Deane of the Paramount | 
foreign department has filed suit 


against William Pizor and Ira Sim- 
mons for services rendered on ‘The 


Blonde Captive.’ Pizor produced the 
film which Columbia distributed. 


Deane wrote the dialog for the. 


picture, which was spoken in the 
film by Lowell Thomas. He claims 
he was. never paid. 





Roadshow ‘Cross’? 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Paramount is considering road- 
showing Cecil B. DeMille’s ‘Sign of 
the Cross.’ 
“If doing so; it'll be first road show 
for Par in several years. 


Orph, St. P., Cut Scale 
May Cause War with Par 


Minneapolis, Sept. 26. 

Reopening of the RKO Orpheum, 
St. Paul, across the street from the 
Paramount, leading Publix St. Paul 
loop house, threatens to precipitate 
a war in the “win Cities between 
the two circuits. 

The Paramount’s hight scale is 
55c, ineluding tax, and Publix is up 
in arms because RKO, which for- 
merly charged the same flat price 
at the Orpheum, has inaugurated 
a scale of 40c for orch and 25c for 
balcony. The Orph formerly com- 
bined vaude with pix but new 
policy is straight films. Par also is 
sans stage entertainment, there be- 
ing nary a house in the city of St. 
Paul, with nearly 300,000 popula- 
tion, offering stage shows. 

Publix is said to be considering 
installation of stage shows at the 
Paramount, in retaliation. 


Roach Dark Again 


Culver City, Sept. 26. 

Two months ahead of schedule, 
Roach studio is drawing the blinds 
on production activities for two 
weeks following completion of the 
current Laurel and Hardy and 
Charles Chase shorts. 

Only technical crews will be laid 
off, rest of the payroll staying on to 
prepare future productions. 








No. 2 Weitzenkorn Suit 


Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 

Mrs. Irma Mae Weitzenkorn has 
instituted divorce’ action against 
Louis Weitzenkorn, charging cruel- 
ty, following the dropping of sepa- 
rate maintenance proceedings. 

Earlier suit was dismissed when 
a property settlement of $18,000 
was reached between the pair. 





OPENS UP SUNDAYS 
Washington, Ia., Sept. 26. 
Efforts over a three-year period 
for Sunday films have been re- 
warded, town going show minded 





at a recent election 1,191 for anc | 


940 against. 

House operators had the assist- 
ance of distributors in putting on a 
campaign. 





Goldstone Starts ‘Betrayal’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 


‘The Betrayal,’ Phil Goldstone'’s | 
latest for Majestic release, went into | 


work Saturday (24), directed by 
Christy Cabanne. 

In cast are Greta Nissen, Skeets 
Gallagher, Mary Brian, Hedda Hop- 


per, Purnell Pratt, Theodore Von | 
Eltz, Louise Fazenda, Arthur Ran- 


kin and Mischa Auer. 
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Special 
| Publicity in 
“ARIETY 


Under A Special Plan 








“Variety's” Special Publicity Plan has been 
functioning for some years. It has been em- 
ployed by many of the newly-made stars in Pic- 
tures, Vaudeville, and Radio, while the standard 
players and attractions have long since discov- 
ered its value in the advancement of stage posi- 
tion and salary. 


The campaign is designed to keep a profes- 
sional name continuously before the show busi- 
ness, all over the world, every week for 52 weeks 
in a year. This publicity may be used in dis- 
played type or pictorially, but does not include 
reading matter, other than a limited caption 
under cuts. 





7 “Variety's” Publicity Plan is made sufficiently 
flexible in cost to meet almost any condition. 





A copy of the plan with other information as 
may be desired can be obtained at any “Variety” 
office. 





NEW YORK 


154 West 46th St. 


HOLLYWOOD 


Taft Building 


| CHICAGO 
Woods Theatre Bidg. 


| LONDON 


8 St. Martins Pl., Trafalgar Sq. 
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“That's the kind of busi- | 
ness I’ve been doing 
with Warner Bros. 
Pictures this season.” 


1 THE WORLD SERIES 


“LIFE BEGINS” 


i k on Broadway ... biggest in 6 months at N. Y. 
sailing rine “Grand Hotel” in New Orleans. Biggest open- 
ing in history of the Lake, Cleveland! 


“BLESSED EVENT’ 


Held 3rd week in Los Angeles... Led Cleveland . . . Sensation 
in Philly and Indianapolis! 


ROBINSON TIGER SHARK’ 


Fri i 1929 . . . Record opening at N. Y. 
wrest Aiea ec ae again a hit .. . Ding-dong action to 
the end,” said N. Y. Telegraph. 


ARLISS.’A SUCCESSFUL CALAMITY” 


rye > - 99 ; i] : o-4 
“Topped the week’s gross again in Boston,” said M. P. Daily. . 
“Had them sitting on each other’s laps at the Grand,” said 
Columbus Dispatch. 


WARNER BROS. 


Batting an even 1000 with 4 solid 
hits po! of first 4 releases for 1932-'33! 








VITAGRAPH, INC, 
DISTRIBUTORS 
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Cigde Eliott Ejects 
LeRoy Alexander From 
Melrose Park, Chicago 


Chicago, Sept. 26. 

Two former exchange managers, 
now exhibitors, are in the midst of 
complicated litigation over possesion 
of the Melrose Park theatre here. 
LeRoy Alexander signed a lease 
with the owner, who had previously 
dispossessed Clyde Elliott for being 
delinquent in rent. 

While Alexander was engaged in 
remodeling the property prepara- 
tory to opening the house Elliott 
appeared with his staff and forcibly 
ejected Alexander's custodian from 
the premises. He has since held the 
house and refused to move and be- 
cause possession is nine points of 
the law Alexander has been com- 
pelled to seek redress through a 
series 0 al moves. 

Mattersfinally reached a semi-cli- 
max last week when a judge gave 
Elliott five days to put up a $25,000 
bond pending the law’s looking into 
the merits of the contending claims. 


BEAT MARKET BLUE LAW 
AS A THEATRE MENACE 


San Bernardino, Sept. 26. 

Theatre interests, the public and 
clergy succeeded in getting the San 
Bernardino city council to vote 
down a Sunday closing law for 
meat markets, on the contention 
that the ordinance might later be 
construed as a blue law and force 
theatres and other businesses to 
Close Sunday. 

Issue, sponsored by labor groups, 
will likely be submitted to voters 
next spring. 


Stein Midwesco Film 
Booker, Skourases West 


Fred Stein becomes film booker 
for the Midwesco division of Fox 
West Coast. Spyros and George 
Skouras are expected to leave for 
Milwaukee this week to look over 
Midwesco, They will personally su- 
pervise the installation of Stein as 
film booker, who will act as assist- 
ant to Harry Fitzgerald, division 
manager. 

The Midwesco division now re- 
ports east rather than to the Coast. 
In charge of all FWC eastern op- 
erations is Eddie Alperson. Nam- 
ing of Stein as film booker for Mid- 
wesco follows a recently held con- 
fab of FWC division managers on 
film bookings in the east. 

Following this visit to the middle 
west, Spyros returns east and de- 
parts for the Coast in about a 
month. John J. Sullivan, chief film 
buyer for the Skouras theatres, east 
and west, ig still in New York and 
may accompany Skouras west. 


Law Aimed at Tonks So 
Drastic, Theatres Fight 


Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 

Vigorously protesting the pro- 
posed imposition by city council of 
new and burdensome taxes and 
drastic regulations that would give 
the police commission sweeping 
regulatory powers, including the 
revocation of license where an in- 
decent performance conviction has 
been obtained, theatre and other 
amusement interests here are wag- 
ing a determined fight to sidetrack 
the pentiing legislation. 

Originally intended as a weapon 
With which to drive out the Main 
Street honky-tonks, the proposed 
new ordinance now has become so 
drastic in its provisions that the- 
atre men view it as a step that will 
jeopardize their interests. 

Ordinance, as now drafted and be- 
ing discussed by the council finance 
Committee, would require a police 
commission permit for all theatres, 
regardless of policy, and would im- 
Pose an annual tax of probably $25 
43 well as extra fees for amusement 


Property transfers and changes of j 
Ownership. 
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we tttmberlain Brown Amusement Corp.; 
5 Th 





hester Theatre Realty Co.: $7 
Allan Dinehart; L. Dinehart; $1,200. 
Gaystar Theatre Corp.; Travelers In- | 
Surance (o.; $227, 
John Coburn; M, Herbert: $!,032. 
Metro Outdoor Advertising Oorp.; 
ravelers Insurance Co.; $439 


_ N, ¥. Calcium Light Co., 
> 3 n ia > ee : 


cal Flect Stage 


Inc; Klieg! | 
Lighting 
_- zo i7 


LOBBY GUN DUEL 


Two Texans Shoot It Out In RKO 
House at Ft. Worth 


Fort Worth, Sept. 26. 

One man was killed and another 
wounded following a gun duel be- 
tween two patrons in the lobby of 
the RKO Hollywood, Friday (23). 

Floyd Kelly, one of the duelists, 
died after reaching a hospital. Har- 
ry Fuller, house porter, is recover- 
ing from a minor wound inflicted 
by a stray bullet, one of which 
barely missed Harry  Schlinker, 
manager. 

Ushers averted panic when the 
audience scrammed for exits. 


Broadway to Cheyenne 
(Continued from page 21) 


cows instead of bombing stores of 
those who do not conrtibute. 

Of course, Rex Bell cleans it up 
and gets the girl, but not until he 
has engaged in two rough and tum- 
ble fights, a pitched gun battle and 
plenty of hard riding. Scenic back- 
grounds in the latter are all good, 
but the scenes with the cattle are 
standouts for lighting and angles. 
Interiors are above average for this 
type of story and well lighted. Story 
lis clean cut, easily followed and 
| suspense fine enough to catch and 
hold interest. 

Direction is good, but there is one 
scene where Bell is completely out- 
fitted with well-fitting clothes from 
the chuck wagon that will not quite 
zo down. That's a small thing to 
hold against an otherwise accept- 
able job. By and large it rates 
nicely about the average western. 

Rex Bell does most of the work, 
but Marceline Day gets a look-in 
now and then with Gwen Lee, in for 
the eastern sequence and not merely 
just to get another name, Other 
good work is contributed by Mat- 
thew Betz, Roy D’Arcy and Robert 
Ellis. Chic. 


Beautiful Adventure 


(GERMAN MADE) 


Berlin, Sept. 8. 

Guenther Stapenhorst production and 
Ufaleth release. Direction, Reinhold Schun- 
vel; story, Reinhold Schuenzel and Em- 
merich Pressburger. Photography, Fritz 
Arno Wagner, Robert Baberske. Recorded 
on Klangfilm. Running time 81 minutes 
at Gloria Palast, Berlin, 
Alfred Abel....esseeeee+-Kurt Vespermann 
Ida Wueat...cceces eee.-+-Blandine Ebinger 
Wolf Albach-Retty....Julius BH. Herrmann 
Kaethe von N&gy.eooesess- Ferdinand Hart 
Adele Sandrock..«.escessee+ Lydia Pollmann 
Otto Wallburg...cccessesescsesss OSS Sima 
Hilde Hildebrand....+....--+-Helng Gordon 
Julius Falkenstein....,...Rudolf Beinbrach 
Gertrud Wolle. -Kaethe Haack 





seeeeeeeereee 





A delightful and amusing play has 
been turned into a dull picture by 
the authors and the director, Rein- 
hold Schuenzel. ‘Release, at best, 
will cover expenses, ‘The Delightful 
Adventure’ is the story of a young 
girl, who a few minutes before her 
wedding escapes with @ friend and 
lover, to the house of her grand- 
mother and under her protection 
marries the man she loves, 

The picture contains’ several 
amusing comedy episodes, but that 
is all. Were it not that Adele Sand- 
rock, fine old actress, develops the 
role of the grand-mother into a fine, 
human character study and that 
Otto Wallburg, in his spluttering an 
amusing way, provokes laughs, the 
whole picture would be a tedious af- 
fair. But what Ufa has done to the 
charming and talented Kaethe von 
Nagy is incomprehensible. She is 
made into a stencil of Lilian Har- 
vey, and as far as acting is con- 
cerned, she is strained and unnatu- 
ral. This ig the mora disappointing 
since Kaethe von Nagy used to be 
one of the most promising young 
figures of the German film. But her 
last films were a great disappoint- 
ment. Furthermore, she is handi- 
capped by her strong Hungarian 
accent, 

The contrary may be said of Wolf 
Albach-Retty, who has no great tal- 
ent, but is a very amiable and witty 
young man. His voice adapts itself 
very well to the microphone. Others 
have only small parts, and as they 
ali are players of considerable ex- 
perience, they expected the routine 
of Reinhold Schuenzel and provided 
armusing moments. Particular men- 
tion is to be made of Werner 
Schlichting’s sets and the first-class 
photography of Fritz Arno Wagner 
and Robert Babberske. Sound was 
not always clear. Ralph Erin’s music 
and songs are only fair. Magnus. 


SI TU VEUX 


(lf You Wish It’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 

Paris, Sept. 18. 
production, Directed by 


Music by R. Moretti. Star- 
and Jeanne Boitel. 





Andre Hugon 
Andre Hugon, 
ring Armand Bernard 





Running time 9 minutes Gaumont Pale 
ace. Sept. 16. | 
Strictly local and entirely depend- | 
ing on gags by Armand Bernard 
with audiences kept happy through- | 
lout. Treatment is rather slow, with | 
story round a woman writer influ- |, 


enced by a@ man who wrote her a 
letter of appreciation for her work. 


Music is rather pleasant and} 
should make the film go well, espe- 
ially in the provinces, though why 








actors break into song is not al- 
ways clearly indicated. 

Technique is as local as the story, 
but locally sufficient, with a few 
good out-door shots helping. 


Marxt, 
TEXAS BAD MAN 
Universal production and release, star- 


ring Tom Mix. Directed by Edw. Laemmle. 
Story and continuity by Jack Cunningham 
Camera, Dan Clark. Cast: Tom Mix, Fred 
Kohler, Willard Robertson, Lucille Powers, 
Joe Girard, Bob Milash, Franklyn Farnum, 
Slim Cole, C. E. Anderson, Ted Larch, Geo 
Magrill, Rich. Alexander, Jas. Burtis, Ed- 


ward Le Saint, Frances Sayles, Booth 
Howard, Lynton Brent, Rich. Summer, 
Buck Moulton, Tony. At Loew's New 


York theatre, one day, as halt of double 
bill. Running time, 60 mins, 


Tom Mix gets the breaks in this 
one and scores strongly. Too good 
to be wasted at the New York on 
a double bill, but that’s the house 
tradition, so they used this feature 
to top the show. Can solo in any 
house that likes western stories and 
in many places where they do not 
care for the usual western product. 

Just goes to show what can be 
done with a little more money and 
a lot more effort. This is the basic 
plot of the law officer who gets 
himself a bad name to gain admis- 
sion to a gang. A favorite theme 
and one generally developed along 
pretty standard lines. Here the idea 
has been built up cleverly into a 
real story, with more plot and char- 
acterization until it no longer sug- 
gests the type. 

The role fits Mix nicely and is 
the best he has had since his re- 
turn to the. screen. He plays 
adroitly for effect and handles a 
bit of love making very nicely, 
though it is his riding which counts 
for most. Gets excellent support 
from Fred Kohler, Willard Robert- 
son, Lucille Powers and Joe Girard. 
Minor assignments are all in com- 
petent hands, but those mentioned 
above carry the story. 

Photographically, the picture is 
exceptionally well done, with many 
really beautiful exteriors, and the 
direction brings out the good points 
of the script. Sound not so good, 
but this seems to be the fault of 
the reproduction. A good job all 
around. 


Incorporations 


New York 
Albany, N. Y., Sept. 26. 

Welgot Trailer Service, Inc., Manhat- 
tan; picture business; 200 shares no par. 

J. L. H. Amusement Co., Inc., Buffalo; 
theatrical; 200 shares no par. 

E and M Amusement Corp., Kings; 
theatrical; 100 shares no par. 

East Islip Theatre, Inc., Islip; theat- 
rical; $20,000. 

dgewood Amusement Corp., Brook- 
lyn; theatrical; 200 shares no par, 

Belmont Guild, Inc., Bronx; theatrical; 
$19,000. 

Light, Inc., Manhattan; picture eppa- 
ratus; $5,000. 

Main Theatres, Inc., Buffalo; 
theatrical; 200 shares no par, 

European Films Corp., New York; pic- 
ture business; 200 shares no par. 

Garnet Theatre Corp., Manhattan; 
theatrical; 100 shares no par. 

Diana Dancing Academy, Ine., New 
York; producing theatricals; 100 shares 
no par. , 

Comedy Associates, Ltd., Manhattan; 
theatrical; 120 shares no par, 

Shillwood, Inc., Manhattan; theatrical; 
200 shares no par. 

Odeon-Roosevelt Theatre Corp., Man- 
hattan; theatrical; 100 shares no par. 

Cinema Productions, Inc., Manhattan; 
pictures; $30,000—5,000 shares preferred 
$5 and 5,100 common $1. 

Admiration Pictures Corp., Manhat- 
tan; pictures; 200 shares no par. 

Amalgamated Broadcasting System, 


general 


Inc., Manhattan; radio and television 
broadcasting, theatrical; 400 shares no 
par. 


Argus Productions, Inc., New York; 
pictures; 200 shares no par. 

Alex Amusement Corp., Manhattan; 
theatrical; $6,000, 

Courtney Burr, Inc., Manhattan; the- 
atrical; 200 shares no par. 

Central United, Inc., Manhattan; the- 
atrical; 400 shares no par. 

James Rosenfelt Satz Corp., Bronx; 
theatrical; $20,000. 

Maxim Productions, Ine., New York; 
pictures; $25,000. 

L and A Amusemeat Corp., Kings; 
theatrical; $5,000. 4 

Yonkers Theatre Corp., New York; 
theatrical; 100 shares no par. 

Hollywood Film Exchanges, Inc., Man- 
hattan; pictures; 200 shares no gar. 

Elm Theatre Corp., Utica; theatrical; 
200 shares no par. 

Lindea Operation Corp., Queens; realty, 
theatrical booking agencies; $10,000. 

Little Theatre O -» Mme., 
Manhattan; theatrical; 200 shares no par. 


Foreign Language Photoplays, Inc., 
New York, pictures; $10,000. 
Speico of America, Inc., Manhattan; 


pictures; 1,000 shares no par. 
D and W Amphion Theatre Corp., 
Kings; theatrical; 200 shares no par, 


CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento, Sept. 26. 

Moore Enterprices, Inc. County of Los 
Angeles. Capital stock, $25,900; none 
subscribed. Lee Moore, Irene Moore, 
Whitey Taylor. 

Berg-Arnold, Inc. 
gecles. Capital stock, 
subscribed. Harold 
Shane, Ruth Dell, 





County of Los An- 
500 shares; none 


Berg, Maxwell 





Gene Johnston, Ine. County of Los 
Angeles. Capital stock, 12,500 shares; 
none subscribed. Gene Johnston, B. C. | 
Walker, Wm, A. Farmer, Murray Peck, | 
Vern Elliott. } 

Certificate changing name 
Ticket Agency, Los Angeles, 
of Hollywood. 

Certified copy of King 
tures, Inc New York, 

Permits to sell stock 


of Tysen | 
to Lickters | 


‘ 
Motion Pic 


issued to: 


Eastland Theatres, Ine To operate 
theatre Ss Capital, 190 shares, par $109 
Permitted to issue all | 

Coast Theatres Corporation. wm ft 

mpany Permitted to issue ail 190 

ares no par 

KBS Productions, Inc. Motion picture 
production Capital, 3,500 shares pre- 


ferred, par $190, and 1,099 shares com- 
? n no par Permitted to ssuea 990 


red and 


1,999 common, 


| suggests a concensus of confidence, 


tanother direction, 





Stock Market 





(Continued from page 7) 


shown a disposition to creep up 
or at least undimmed hopes and 
meanwhile there has come out 
definite data on a fall buying move- 
men¢ in a number of lines, notably 
in the lighter industries, fabrics and 
other seasonal fields. So far it has 
been merely normal fall activity, 


occasionally fortified by many 
months of unreplenished retail 
stocks. In the steel trade and other 


basic lines, improvement is still in 
prospect, and the situation in un- 
employment remains a major bar- 
rier to recovery. A steady market, 
however, supplies a background for 
better business sentiment, while the 
absence of one-sided speculative 
enthusiasm permits stock prices to 
more nearly reflect the actual trad- 
ing estimates of what is in store, 


Theatre Bonds Recover 


The amusement bonds gave a 
good account of themselves during 
the week, retracing some of the 
ground lost the week before. Here, 
as in the share market, it appeared 
that the top heavy speculative sit- 
uation had been corrected to a great 
extent. Buying was quiet and con- 
fident, but there was no run-away 
of prices on the upside. For in- 
stance moderate deaiings in RKO 
bonds carried the price up 7 points 
to 82 in a series of minor gains. 
At 82 after a week of quiet trad- 
ing the liens certainly are in bet- 
ter position than they were after a 
week of sensational gains amount- 
ing to 25 points, which brought on 
an equally violent reaction. 

The two Paramounts turned over 
more vigorously, but the advance 
was moderate, amounting to an 
even 5 points in both descriptions. 
Warner Bros. bonds were stable 
within a range of 4 points, ending 
the week at 31%, up net 1. Gradu- 
ally recoveries such as these do not 
invite sudden mass impulses to 
cash in paper profits which result 
in the dumping of large amounts of 
paper on the market faster than 
they can be absorbed. 

The reaction of two weeks’ ago 
has done a lot to close the wide 
gap between the panic bottom of 
last July and the peak of the early 
September run-up. It is altogether 
likely from this time on there will 
be intermediate dips and rallies to 
interrupt the trend, particularly if, 
as generally believed, the market is 
under pretty complete control of a 
sponsoring downtown clique. It 
isn’t likely that prices will again be 
permitted to get into the position 
they occupied a fortnight ago, when 
lopsided speculative accounts had 
threatened a wide open break. 


Street Watches Box Office 


The Loew bonds were largely neg- 
lected, but failed to hold in line with 
the rest of the group. Certainly 
there was nothing in their behavior 
to help the stock in its jump from 
28 to 34. Incentive here came from 
namely widely 
circulated comments in the financial 
journals dwelling upon the success 
of new film releases at the start of 
the 1932-33 season, The Street 
studied Broadway grosses of Sep- 
tember and appeared to find encour- 
agement from them, Capitol’s week 
with ‘Grand Hotel’ and Paramount's 
take on ‘Night of June 13’ were cited 
in contrast to some of the low 
grosses of July and the inference 
was drawn that superior product 
had found the theatre-going public 


, gested to the financial district an 
increase in public spending which 
augured well for the future. In 


some quarters it was argued that if 
the September returns could be con- 
tinued on the scale of the instances 
cited, most of the major companies 
would go through the fourth quarter 
of the year with black figures. 

Outside of Loew the theatre stocks 
showed but minor advances, as in 
the cases of Par, Fox and Warners, 
and most of these gains were scored 
Tuesday and Wednesday. Gener- 
ally the active shares were higher 
than midway between the bottom of 
the recent setback and the peak of 
the autumn rise and showed a dis- 
position to hold that level of defense 
before making an effort to test the 
points where resistance was en- 
countered on the advance. Loew, 
for instance, stood between 34 and 
35, within a few points of its Sept. 
top of 37%, and # went back and 
forth across a narrow range, ap- 
parently liquidating all nearby lev- 
els. .This is a familiar phase of a 
clique operation preliminary to a 
drive against a former top limit. 
It is likely that a new attempt will 
be made during October to put it 
through into new high ground, and 
failing success, it would seem likely 
it would retreat probably below 28 
and close another gap in the recent 
run up, this being a logical maneuver 
in preparation for a winter cam- 
paigy: in the stock, which normally 
is due for activity after the holi- 
days, when autumn income returns 
make good reading. 


Par’s Problems 


Paramount naturally was quiet. 
This stock still has friends of long 
standing holding over from the 
times when it was the leader of its 
group. But for the present it is un- 
der the shadow of its last profit and 
loss statement showing losses in ex- 
cess of $7,000,000 for the first half 
year. Some new bullish develop- 
ment will have to appear to coun- 
teract that statement and probably 
better earnings for the autumn 
would provide the impulse. 

Radio was trotted out again, mov- 
ing up to 10%, nearly half the lost 
ground, and there it held to the 
Saturday close. RKO moved along 
with its parent, turnover here being 
6,300 shares, compared to 22,400 the 
previous week. Week ending Sept. 
11, by the way, RKO turnover was 
nearly 45,000 shares. Three-week 
total thus is around 75,000 shares, a 
lot of stock, considering that most 
of the shares are tied up in the vot- 
ing trust, and all outside holdings 
were cut down to a quarter on the 
refinancing of last autumn. 

Columbia pictures got into a brisk 
move early in the week. A burst of 
buying came in on publication of 
an income statement for 52 weeks 
to June 25, showing net after all 
charges, taxes and preferred divi- 
dends, of $574,292, equal to $3.09 on 
the 167,933 shares outstanding. This 
compares with $560,869 for the pre- 
vious year, equal to $2.99 a share on 
an equal number.of outstanding 
shares, or $3.09 op the lesser cap- 
italization outstanding at that time, 
the only reporting film unit to show 
an ascending scale of earnings for 
the third year of the depression. 

The buying flurry was short and 
sharp. Price was marked up from 
10 to 13 Monday morning, but died 
out promptly and thereafter the 
course of prices was gradually up 
on extremely small volume. Colum- 
bia ended the week at 12%, up 2%. 
Turnover on the day of the flurry 











in a mood to patronize the box office.| accounted for 2,200 of the week's 
In other words, the return sug-' turnover of 3,100 shares. 
Summary for week ending Sept. 24: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 
-——1982— - Net chg. 
High Low Sales Issue and rate, Hivh Low Last. for wk. 
3% 300 American Se@at..ercoscceces:+ ps 2% 2 2% -—F§ 
14% 444 3,100 Columbia P. vVtC.se.seenes a Bb) 10 12%  +2% 
5% 1 ‘0 Consol. Film.......¢. . 3 8 3 
11% 24 3,500 Consol. Film pfd...... 6% 6% 6% -~— % 
87% 35% 28,800 Eastman Kodak (3)...++. 59% bom 5R! +6% 
5% 1 6,700 Fox, Class A..... oeeece 4% 4 4% + % 
26% Bly 690,800 Gen. Elec. (40c.).. 20% 16% 20 +3% 
28 Ree Ee Keith pfd....eoe ceee a i 18 bid 
37% 13% 39,300 Loew (3)........ sees 35 281% 34% +o% 
80 39 200 §Do pref. (6%4)..sc.0-%> ° 77% 76% 7™ +1% 
4% 2% 300 Madison Square Garden,, 3% Ble 3 
22% 14 200 Met-G-M pref, (1.89)....4. 21 20 21 +1% 
15 3% 199 Orpheum pfd....... acco 11% 11 11 +1 
11% 1% 99,500 Paramount ...... seséecee 5% 3% 5% +1% 
1% 4 1,000 Pathe Exchange..ccocccessseess 1 ™ 1 + M% 
5% 1% 4,700 Pathe, Clase A.cccesedcsececess 4 $y 3% + % 
1344 2% 282,100 Radio Corp seer eesee Coe eeeeeorres 10% s 10% +2% 
7™% 1% GOGe Ma ipscscedioces Cecccccccooecs 6% 1% 5% +1% 
1% Ys Oe eae CT ae % % ‘ 
50 23 40 Universal pref, (8). .cccoccccsess 36 36 36 
4'2 14 29,200 Warner Bros......-. coccecccescce 3% 2 3h, + % 
2 4 500 Do pfd.....ecs apnescesececccee 10 10 10 : 
413% 15% 148,500 Westinghouse .....+.seceseeess « 387% 28% $t ™% 
CURB 
15 tig 236 Columbia’ Picts. <4... cccccvecees ee 11% 1t 11 a 
1% Ma 2,500 De Forest Radio.....ccceccceces 14 L t % 
2 My 400 Gen. Then. B. pld.ccccccececce Me % ‘s 
1% oo 2,300 Technicolor ......ccce coscccores 15, 3% aA y 
3% ~N 2,600 Tran® Lux. ..sccctccecveccsese oe 2% 2% 2% % 
BONDS 
7% 1 $45,000 Gen. Thea, Eq. °40........cccccee 1% $F 1% 4 
63 24 16,000 Keith 6's, ‘AB. .cccccccces ecorvce 45 4)" tL l 
”) 4 51,000 Luwew 6s, “4b vcccccossseccessge OS $33 ‘ 
rd 49 18,000 PAthe T'S, °37......0+..ceccees . 7% 9 7 4 
6% 13 24,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's } evces Bb 
ye) 10% 167,000 Par-Pub 5'¢'s ere TT er ee $1 1 
4 a0) 7,000 RKO 4 Wes ca dae det taweanen 82 7 
6 1% 1000 Shu Ee Pe ne diab ie % 
Ww 9% 400 Warner | ; i sl I 
Over the Counter. N. Y. 
Produce Exchange. N. Y 
Bid 4 I 
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ER THAN “THE 





SPIRIT OF NOTRE DAME” 





Story by Dale Van Every 
and Frank Wead. Pro- 
duced by Carl Laemmle, 
Jr. Directed by Russell 
Mack. Presented by Carl 
Laemmle. Arranged by 
Christy Walsh. 


Cc 
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LARENCE MUNN 


Get ready for the ALL-AMERICA BOX-OFFICE 
CHAMPION ... The only picture with the ALL- 
AMERICA TEAM .. . with dozens of other big 
football stars ... with the ALL-AMERICA BOARD 
OF FOOTBALL ... with such picture names as 
RICHARD ARLEN, ANDY DEVINE, GLORIA STUART 
...- Set for release right when the nation’s in- 
terest in football is at fever heat! 
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Exploitation 





(Continued from page 19) 


nounce that anyone with a can of 
food or a usable garment could ob- 
tain admission to a designated per- 
formance of ‘Horse Feathers.’ 

He reports that with the news- 
paper collaboration he was able to 
gather tons of food and clothing, 
many persons bringing their dona- 
tions to the theatre as the simplest 
way to make contribution, though 
they did not ask admission. 

The timeliness of the stunt cre- 
dated a lot of good will for the 
house as well as direct advertising 
for the Marx feature. 

Local Appeal 

If you want to plant a still where 
it will have 100% value, try put- 
ting the most striking still of the 
coming attraction in a frame in the 
box office window at a height where 
it can be seen by anyone buying a 
ticket. Put a big ‘Next Week’ on 
the frame, and you've sold a proven 
ticket buyer more or less interest in 
next week’s show. 

You stand a chance to get him on 
the general lobby frames, but isolat- 
ing the punch gives a special value 
to the display and probably sells as 
many tickets as the entire collection 
in the frame. To supplement the 
picture the cashier says: ‘Thank 
you. ‘Stricken Souls’ starts Mon- 
day.’ which supplies the title. 





Two High 


Sandwich man around New York 
is getting more than average atten- 
tion with his makeup. Advertising 
a new lunch room. Effect is that of 
a second man on the shoulders of 
the first, with both carrying sand- 
wich signs. 

Top man is a dummy, with his 
feet terminating in a U-shaped bar, 
the pair fitting over the shoulders 
of the understander. Roomy clown 
costumes used to hide the trick, and 
the outfit attracts attention long 
before the average sandwich man 
could be spotted. 

Good only for occasional use for a 
theatre, but the rig can be shipped 
over a circuit to good advantage 
and more than defray the cost. 





| High School Press Bureau 


Detroit. 

‘Bam Rubin has a made to order 
press bureau inaugurated in the 
High Sch6ol Press Assn. Formed by 
Rubin, it takes in all high school 
papers here, and interviews are ar- 
ranged for all personal appearances 
at Publix theatres. At these inter- 
views each interviewer is allowed 
three questions, and there are 20 
members, Space resulting runs into 
yards, 


- 
—_— 


For the Crooners 


Syracuse, N. Y. 
Paul H. Forster, organist at Eckel, 
as @ new gag, an ‘invitation song.’ 
Title is announced a week in ad- 
vance to familiarize with the num- 
ber, Following week, Forster in- 
vites would-be crooners to gather 


around the console and warble be- 
fore tBB house ‘mike.’ Goes big with 
those Who think they can sing. 
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Front Page for $1 


Winnipeg. 

Syl Gunn of the Lyceum possibly 
didn't intend for such a publicity 
scoop when he stenciled the pave- 
ment of a busy intersection with 
large white letters giving news of 
his current picture, ‘Back Street.’ 
But not only was it a good ad for 
diverting traffic to the theatre 
(passing crowds all read, for they 
thought it was a new traffic by- 
law), but it drew police attention. 
Cops pinched Gunn, and the news- 
papers made front page copy out 
of it. 

After his boys painted the cor- 
ners, Gunn returned to the theatre, 
where he found six summonses 
awaiting him. The judge let the 
amusement house off with a warn- 
ing and $1 fine. Pretty good ex- 
ploitation for a buck, 





‘Shopping News’ Coverage 
Santa Ana, Cal. 

Hooking up with the Santa Ana 
‘Shopping News’ in an effort to 
reach prospective customers not 
served by the local ‘Register,’ Les 
Fountain, F-WC manager here, was 
successful in inducing the former 
to install a full page of picture 
news, and to give an attractive rate 
for display. At the same time, 
however, it incurred the displeasure 
of the daily, which refused to run 
press notices or picture gossip while 
the other deal was on. 

‘Shopping News’ is controlled and 
published by local merchants. Aside 
from its 100% local coverage it 
reaches many of the nearby beach 
towns which contribute heavily to 
local theatre patronage. 


Megs for Crooner 


Megaphones will make the ideal 
novelty for ‘Crooner’ when the foot- 
ball season presently comes along. 
By that time the picture will be in 
the subsequents, but that is the type 
of house that will get the most good 
out of the gag. Megs might not 
make much of a dent in a big crowd, 
but at the local games they can be 
made to loom up. 

One manager has hired a popular 
local tenor to croon from the field 
prior to all games until he plays the 


release in Nov. Figures that the 
singer will have some advertising 


value until then for the other pic- 
tures. 





2-for-1 Hiltons 
Chicago. 

Harry Reiners, in advance of 
Daisy and Violet Hilton (Siamese 
Twins), has been pulling all sorts of 
two-in-one tie-ups along the RKO 
trail. It makes a good pun and 
good publicity. Merchants with 
two-for-one price sales are easy to 
sell for the Siamese Twins. 

Fashion shows specially arranged 
also have an added noveity with the 
Hiltons as unique models. Girls are 
nimble with their needles and can 
adapt large single-size dresses to fit 
them at short notice, making the 
problem fairly simple. 


Insures Keys 


Lifting an idea from a key-case 
company which insures purchasers 
by offering a case to the finder of 
|a lost bunch, a manager has had 
some small tabs made up lettered 
with the offer of a pass to anyone 
who finds and returns the case or 
key ring to the theatre. 

Tabs are made of hard metal in- 
stead of aluminum, and are num- 
bered. When the tab is given out 
i the address is entered against that 























FANCHON & MARCO Presents 


MONTE BLUE 


In His “MOVIE CIRCUS” 


ENTOUR PARAMOUNT-PUBLIX THEATRES 


Latest Picture, Allied Productions—“THE STOKER” 

















BILLY MITCHELL, HULL- 


BIG SIX COMEDIANS | 


With Richards and Pringle’s Famous “Georgia Minstrels" 
TOMMY HARRIS, CHICK BEEMAN, LASSES BROWN, 


Week September 22, Loew’s State, Los Angeles 


HARRY, NAY BROTHERS 
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WARNERS DOWNTOWN. 
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number, and in case of a return the 
owner is quickly located. 

Manager figures that there will be 
some cheating through the owner 
lending his keys to a friend to be 
‘found,’ 
by the effect of bona fide returns. 
| It makes a good talking point and 
is a reminder to the owner each 
time he uses his hey ring, 


‘Prosperity’ Smiles 
Waterbury, Conn. 
The best ‘prosperity’ smiles are 
winning tickets to the Palace here. 
Theatre and daily in tieup on stunt. 
Paper sends out roving photogra- 
pher who takes pictures of various 
groups of persons on the street. 
Pictures are then run in paper with 





winning smiles. 
ognize themselves in the 
and call for theatre passes. 


Fake Extras 


Los Angeles. 





tions on the first night's give-away 
of three autos at the F-WC Uptown 
and Belmont (joint award for both 
houses), management took no 
chances on lack of customers for the 
second night. Neighborhood adja- 
cent to both houses were flooded 
with phoney ‘extras,’ glaring head- 
lines on which read: ‘Uptown (Bel- 
mont) Theatre Manager Hangs.’ 
Under fold of the page carried the 
rest of the méssage, announcing the 
auto gift, personal appearance af 
two picture actors, etc. 

The stunt proved a b. o. magnet 
and both houses doubled their gress 
for the night. Marty Schwartz, 
Uptown mer., gets credit for the 
stunt. 


Tickets for Lost Articles 


Los Angeles. 

Gus Metzger has tied in his Fair- 
fax and Roxie theatres with radio 
KFAC, Los Angeles ‘Herald-Ex- 
press’ station, to award complimen- 
tary ducats to the two houses to 
listeners-in who restore lost articles 
to the losers. 

Station, which daily announces 
a complete list of lost and found 
articles advertised in the news- 
paper, reports a substantial increase 
in returns since publicizing the free 
ticket offer. 


Radio Car Bally 


Seattle. 
New one pulled by Orpheum as 
bally for ‘Hold ’Em Jail’ was call 


over police broadcast to all radio 


preview. One reason was that it 
was 5 p. m. when preview at. 11 
Pp. m. was decided upon, and so it 
was figured to radio the’ order. 
Worked as oke novelty, caused lots 
of talk and got the blue suited. boys 
to the show. 





‘Peek-a-Boo’ Preview 
Seattle, 

With no bally or advertising, em- 
ployees of John Hamrick houses sold 
tickets at reg prices for ‘peek-a-boo’ 
preview of ‘Blessed Event’ (WB), 
the show going on at 11 p. m. Thurs- 
day, day before opening at “Music 
Box. Bob Murray, manager, thought 
of this one, with ducats selling to 
usual gate crashers and pass hold- 
ers as well as all of the mob known 
to sellers. 


With the Governor 


Zach Freedman, manager of the 
Audubon theatre, New York, has 
been making a local film of Wash- 
ington Heights in which district the 
house is located. 

Purely a one house gag but it is 
promoted with a talking trailer in 
which Gov. Roosevelt endorses the 
stunt. Probably the first time any 
prominent state executive has ever 
helped a locally produced picture, 


Pooch Bi Bally 





Bennie Purdy’s dogs were-excel- 


ears ordering them to Orpheum for 


but argues that this is offset | 


|@ar to 


| 


circles around heads of persons with | 
Winners must rec- | 
pictures | 


Business not being up to expecta- | 


lent exploitation for ‘Horse Feath- | 


ers.’ The pooches carried’ the heads 
of Groucho and Harpo mounted on 
wire frames in their mouths, mask- | 
They ran‘ @own 
intersections, 


| 
| Lincoln, Neb. 
| 
| 


ng their own faces. 
‘the streets, into 

| tween pedestrians’ 
| the town into bedlam, 


Tab Newspaper Used 


Los Angeles 

| For ‘70,000 Witnesses’ Paramount 
put 15 newsboys on the streets open- 
|ing day to give away 12,000 tab 
newspapers headlined ‘Football Star 


Murdered.’ Boys shouted the ban- 
|ner-line like they would an extra, 
‘and flooded the town with the 


sheets, 


NO OAKLAND ORPH CHANGES 


San Francisco, Sept. 26. 
Arch Bowles, back from three 
| weeks in New York, has 
changes in personnel or operation 


be- | 
legs and turned | 


made no} 


of the Oakland Orpheum which Fr. | 


WC took back from RKO last week | 


House operating under previous 
straight pix policy with same 

Decision of future policy 
held up pending outcome of 
wows on reopening of Fox 
mount, Oakland's newest theatre 
lark for geveral months 


staf? 
being 
pow-} 


Para- 








W. E. SUITS 


Exhibs Being Proceeded Against on 
Equipment Contracts 
Western El is turning a 
exhibitor 
and is holding 
licenses to the 


lectric 
complaints Arete 
sound re- 


terms 


hard times 
production 
signed during 


boom periods. 


WE throughout the country al 
ready has called the turn on 60 ex- 
hibitors by suit. Of these, 30 have 
settled or been disposed of by the | 
courts. Western almost daily is' 
adding to the list 


FOX-RKO SET IN N. Y,; 


EMPIRE, BRONX, HITCH 


Fox Film franchises were signed 
Wednesday (21) by RKO for the 
metropolitan New York territory in 
ecnnection with the projected 
Skouras-RKO film pooling arrange- 
ment in the east, but the matter of 
a Fox-RKO_ partnership in the 
Empire theatre, Bronx, is still in 
abeyance. House is owned by Syd- 
ney Cohen. 

Question of Fox's assuming cer- 
tain financial responsibilities in the 
Empire takeover has held up the 
deal 
assume half of the annual $75,000 
rental on the spot. This! may be 
changed to mean, however, that Fox 
will assume half of the possible 
losses on the spot, if any, up to and 
not exceeding $37,500 annually. 

It’s all a matter of interpretation, 
apparently, with various Fox execs 
having individual opinions of how 
the Fox partnership arrangement 
with RKO in the Empire is to be 
spelled. As a final recourse the 
matter has been put straight to Sid 
Kent. Latter is now on the Coast 
but he may make a decision from 
there that will settle the issue. 

Settlement of the Empire status 
in the Skouras-Fox film pooling 
is important to Fox because the 
Empire now holds the Fox first-run 
franchise in the Bronx. If the part- 
nership deal falls through, three 
RKO houses, namely, the Fordham, 
Franklin and Royale, which are in 
the same zone as the Empire, will 
have to play Fox product subse- 
quently. It means that much first- 
run rental loss to Fox unless the 
Empire thing can be ironed out. 

Discussion of ‘possible losses’ on 
the Empire is merely a point of ar- 
gument between the parties. The 
house is one of the best. money 
makers in the Bronx, having always 
beer listed as a profit maker under 
Sydney Cohen's management. 








Walkathon Opposish? 


Publix is planning to inject itself 
into a fight to resist spread of, the 


Walkathon, which has developed 
importantly in the west. Deemed 
opposition, managers have been or- 


dered to fight it. 

Action by Publix was taken after 
John J. Friedl, northwest div mana- 
ger, warned his managers that the 
walkathon menace must be: com- 
batted, 


‘ TRUSELL ASSUMES ‘NOW’ 

Bob Sisk has shifted the edito- 
rial management of RKO's ‘Now,’ 
circuit house organ. Phil Trusell, 
former Baltimore newspaper man, 
succeeds Ken Long as editor. 

Idea is added pep and insertion of 
a comedy angle. 





Original idea was for Fox to’ 


V. RiETY Sore! 


B- 124%, Skee 
By Stagehands 
For N. Y. Spots 


uits 








Picture and vaude house cir 
in New York 
the stagehands down 15° in the 
12%4% in all 


had 


have finally whittled 


big 
and 


deluxe houses 


others. Previous scale been 
$87.50 top. 
While circuits reached an agree- 
to become retroactive 
Day), there 


main other questions to be settled. 


ment on scale, 


to Sept. 5 (Labor re- 


Among these, Publix wants elimina- 
tion of a man to handle the Public 
Address System at the Paramount, 
N. Y.; Warners and the RKO May- 
fair want the crew cut from six to 
four men and the Astor wants to 
eliminate the charge for supper 
shows Saturdays, Sundays and holi- 
days. 

Circuit committee meeting with 
stagehands include Harry Sherman 
(Publix), C. C.:Moskowitz (Loew), 
Harry Charnes and Willard Patter- 
son (WB) and Maj. L. E. Thompson 
(RKO). 


PUBLIX PICKING ITS 
SPOTS FOR REOPENINGS 


Because the circuit makes more 
money by keeping big white ele- 
phants closed down, certain former 
Publix de 
spots may 
these may 
Minneapolis, 
key, which shut down early 
summer, 

Within the past two weeks, Pub- 
lix has reopex:d a score of houses, 
including Paramount, Toledo; Par- 
amount, Syracuse; Strand, Shen- 


jandoah, Ia.; Strand, Holyoke; Gar- 
den, Greenfield, Mass.; Gorman, 
Framingham, Mass.; United Artists, 
Chicago; U. A. and Paramount, De- 








luxe or ‘A’ houses in 
remain dark. Among 
be the big Minnesota, 
largest house in that 
last 


troit; Great Lakes, Buffalo; Melba, 
Dallas; Saenger, Alexandria, La.; 
Idaho, Twin Falls, Idaho; Des 
Moines, Des Moines; Palace, Gary, 
Ind., and Paramount, Steubenville, 
Ohio. 

Before reopening others, Publix 


wants to see what will be the con- 
clusion of labor negotiations. 








MAN Experienced in Koller 

Skating Rink Operation. 

Write Owner, RKO Strand Theatre, 
Yar Rockaway, New York 








Now Booking—Harry Richman in ‘I Love a Pa- 
rade, One Sesters, “Pep, Vim and Vigor,"’ one- 








reel featurettes, Radio Series. 
STANLEY (Conronation 


729 Seventh Avenue, New York 








FANCHON & MARCO Present 


SYLVIA CLARK 


In “HER BIRTHDAY PARTY” 


BOBBIE KUHN as “UNCLE BOBBIE” 




















LESLIE HOWARD 
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~ (That's NEXT SATURDAY! So GET BUSY!) 


, RUN SPECIAL MATINEES! 
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE 
DELUGE OF PUBLICITY 
USHERING IN THIS EVENT 


A WALT DISNEY MICKEY MOUSE NOW! 


ARTISTS PICTURE 
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Behind 
(Continued from page 19) 
years ago for $100,000 New sound 
equipment to be installed and house 
redecorated Jon B. Elliott is 
pe ‘sident ol formed companys 
San Francisco 
F B Williams re-elected pre 
dent of California State Theatrica 
Association 
Buffalo 
Irving Salomen has taken over 
management of Shea's Century 
(Publix), supplanting Bob Murphy, 


Shea man Salomen comes here 


from the Missouri, St. Louis. 
Seattle. 
Sammy Siegel now assistant to 


Ted Champion for special exploita- 
tion for Music Box (Hamrick). 





Los Angeles. 
Al Bowman transferred from the 
U.A., Whittier 
F-WC LaBrea. Harry Breen is new 
house manager at the U.A. 





Reno. 
Early morning fire in the Wisg- 
wam theatre, one of the three T. & 
D., Jr., houses here, put the house 
out of business and bookings have 
been transferred to the Granada, 
dark the past month 
Birmingham. 
Gov. B. M. Miller at special ses- 
sion of Alabama legislature asked 
immediate tax on luxuries, including 
amusements, and suggested 10% 
cut on the gross receipts. 





Albany. 
RKO Proctor, closed for the sum- 
mer, reopened with double second 
runs at 15c and 25c. Harold Dean 
replaced as manager. 


The Arbor, neighborhood, oper- 
ated by Walter Suckno, reopened 
at 15e. 


Des Moines. 

New equipment in Rialto, Anita, 
Ia., for early reopening. 

Palace, Vinton, Ia., gutted by fire 
- last spring, reopened with $10,000 
new equipment. 

Paramount, with Fanchon- & 
Marco units seven days, returning 
to split weeks. ‘Paul Spor bringing 
own company from Omaha to return 
to old poiicy. Spor former m.c. 
here. 


Albany. 
Peter Dana resigned as salesman 
for Universal to take over Empire, 
Glens Falls, N: Y, 
Henry Cappa, owner of Regent, 
building new theatre in Cohoes, 
James Rose, formerly with Fox) 


gone over to Tiffany: Pictures ‘at 
Albany. 
Mason City, Ia. 
Independent theatre owners of 


Towa for this district had a get- 
together for the purpose of discuss- 
ing theatre operation, with more 
than 20eowners and managers from 
this section present. Sessions held 
at Iowa theatre with dinner at Hotel 
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NORVELLE REESE 


SILVER TONE TENOR 
Featuring ‘Silver Threads’ 
With Richards and Pringle’s 
_ “Georgia Minstrels” 
This Week, September 22, 
Loew’s State, Los Angeles 
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ceeds his uncle, Joseph Fitzer, 24 
manager at the latter, 

Leonard B. Sang, formerly Shu- 
bert representative in Buffalo and 
manager of the Shubert Teck there, 


NO UNDERWRITING 


| Class Opening for L. A. Hillstreet 
' And ‘Game’ Called Off 











Hollywood, Sept. 26, 


| Althourh RKO wanted to 


execs 
with 
premiere of Radio's ‘The 
| Game’ at $2, its 
|plans went awry when no local or- 
|vanization was willing to undertake 
selling out of the house, even 
the entire gross went into 


reopen the Hillstreet Sept. 30, 
1 world 


Most Dangerous 


the 
though 


Universal's ‘Back Street’ goes in 


Hanford. C. L. Niles, Anamosa, iS|js the new manager of the Strand 
presiden ind Lester F. Martin | here, taken over last Friday by 
vd cretary and treasurer. RKO from Warners. 
- ' 
Thomas J ti —— Fn Rete Council Bluffs, I i. 
Harvey Watkins as manager of the; Lionel Wasson, manager of the 
Ri<O Albee. Watkins scheduled for | Princess, Sioux City, transferred $e 
ransfer, post not yet designated. Strand here as manager, succeeding 
- Ray Felker, whose 18 months at this 
Dallas. | house is a marathon for Publix 
| Publix shifts in southern division headmen locally, t , 
lsend W. K. Jenkins from Dallas to C. Peterson, formerly of the Fort, ; its coffers. 
| Atlanta 1s division director, and J.| Rock Island, IIL, succeeds Wasson 


|O. Cherry, who discarded division 
| exec’s chevrons to take over Palace 
here, issigned is city mer. of 
| Dallas 
Grundy Center, fa. 
| W. A. Hawn has leased the Rialto 
land will reopen the house. 
| 
Iowa City, Ia. 
New Varsity theatre opens next 
week, Al Davis managing. 
Council Bluffs, Ia. 
Strand, Fox West Coast, leased 


to Publix. tay Felker here to re- 
open and take charge. 





Danbury, Conn. 


John A. Callahan, formerly of the 
tegal, Hartford, has succeeded 
Charles Oakley as manager of the 


Capitol. Oakley granted sick leave 
by Warners. 





Thomaston, Conn, 

Stephen Hennequin and_ Rossi 
Cabol, operators of the Paramount 
theatre here, named defendants in 
a civil action for $1,100. Plaintiff 
is Rosen Film Delivery Service, Inc., 
of New Haven. Action involves de- 
livery of films to the theatre at a 
rate of $15 per week. 


Middletown, Conn, 

Settlement. of the lease dispute 
between the S. and S. Corp., of this 
city, and National Theatres, Inc., 
of New Haven, has cleared the way 
for a merger of three local houses. 
Theatres involved are Palace, Mid- 
dlesex and Capitol. Salvatore 
Adorno, manager of the Palace, will 
handle the three houses for Middle- 
town Theatres, Inc., the new com- 
pany, | 


Milwaukee. 
Ralph Walsh has taken over his 
duties as Fox city manager. Suc- 
ceeds Joseph Kinsky, now in New 
York. 





Youngstown, O. 
Reopening of the Dome by local 
interests, as a first run, leaves only 
two theatres dark here, RKO Palace 
and State, 





Pine Biuff, Ark. 
Oscar Miller, manager of the 
Alamo here, has leased the house 
from Dr. O. W. Clark, 


Des Moines, Ia. 
George Tucker new assignee for 
publicity job at RKO Orpheum. 


Milwaukee, 
Harry Rice becomes manager of 
, the RKO Riverside. Replaces Harry 
Bailey, transferred to the Hillstreet, 
Los Angeles, reopening shortly. 





Kansas City. 
Jack Hare, of Los Angeles, here 
as assistant manager of the RKO 
Mainstreet. Succeeds Marvin 
Parks who goes to Omaha as man- 
ager of the RKO Orpheum, 








Syracuse, N. Y. 

Norman Fitzer will double be- 
tween the manager’s office of the 
Swan, downtown subsequent run 
house, and Syracuse University 
classrooms this fall. Heretofore in 
charge of advertising and publicity 
for the Rivoli and Swan, he suc- 





| 





at Princess. 


San Diego. 


as a substitute with the house re- 
suming operation Sept. 30, Same 
company’s ‘The All-American’ set 





B. V. Sturdivant assigned to the 
San Diego area by Skouras with | 
headquarters at the Fox here. Bert 
Naus succeeds W. L. Doudlah as 
manager of the Fox, and Richard 
Williams has replaced Paul Stein- 


for the second week. 

Harry Failey returns to the River- 
side, Milwaukee, from which he was 
called to manage the Hillstreet 
when a vaudefilm policy was origi- 
nally decided upon. 





miller as assistant. 


Hartford, Conn. | 

Sam Shubouf, asst. manager, Cap- | 
itol, Hartford, leaving to re-enter | 
college. | 

Jack Callahan, manager of the | 
Regal, Hartford, transferred to| 
Warner Strand, Danbury. 

Ted Holt, formerly of Majestic, 
Bridgeport, to Capitol, Hartford. 

Barney Grogan, asst. manager at 
Strand, Hartford, pinchhitting as 
manager of Regal. 

Walter Weiss, Bristol, coming to 
Regal, Hartford, as manager. 


New Haven. 
Carl Mortinson asst. manager of 
College (Arthur). 


New Haven. 
Kelly Abbott, formerly Fox-Poli 
here, now traveling supervisor of 
service for RKO under B. J. Hynes. 


Pittsburgh. 

“arl Bell, last three years assist- 
ant zone manager for WB, resigned 
to go into theatre operation on his 
own in Omaha, his home town. Bell 
has tentatively negotiated for five 
houses in Omaha, all of which he 
will persorally supervise. 

Bell’s duties here will be divided 
between two executives among the 
local WB personnel. The film buy- 
ing goes to John McGreevy, who 
also retains his duties as chief book- 
er, While Bell’s theatre operation 
work will be handed to somebody 
yet to be named. 





Cleveland. 

RKO Hipp, closed for summer, re- 
opens Oct, 8 with Frank Hines as 
manager. 

Hines shifts from Palace, where 
he will be succeeded by Ted 
Thomas, now city manager of RKO 
houses. Sam Shubouf, from Hart- 
ford, Conn. has been appointed 
Thomas’ assistant. Foster Scheel 
is motoring here from Denver to be 
Hines’ assistant at Hipp. 





New Haven. 
Managerial changes locally in past 
week have taken on aspect of all- 
around shakeup. Walter Lloyd in 
from Hartford Allyn (Publix) to 
succeed Harvey Cocks as mer. of 
local Paramount, 


Freddy Smith resigns as assistant 
mgr. of Poli (Arthur) to accept like 
post Brooklyn Albee. Charles Tally 
succeeds Smith at Poli. 


Freddy Scoville temporarily shift- 
ed from Roger Sherman (WB) to 
Hartford Strand as asst. mer., with 
Wes Griffith filling Scoville’s post 
meanwhile. 


Carl Mortinson in from Hartford 
as asst. mgr. of College (Arthur) 
under A. J. Vanni, who now oper- 
ates two local Arthur houses—Poli 
and College. 


More Sewing Up 








Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 
To insure plenty of product for 
continuance of double billing, Prin- 
cipal Theatres and the Gumbiner 
houses have entered a_ pooling 
agreement. Four downtown theatres 


are involved, the President and 
Palace (Principal) and Tower and 
Cameo (Gumbiner). All will be 


operated by Principal. 

Downtown second and third runs 
and some fourth runs have been 
sewed up by the arrangement. 
Loew's State continues as only first 
run house F-WC kas downtown. 





Embezzlement Charged 
To Mer., Cashier, Taker 


Danbury, Conn., Sept. 26. 

Charles H. Oakley, former mana- 
ger of Warner Bros. Capitol, and 
two women employed in the thea- 
tre, Mary Levine, cashier, and Mrs. 
Mary Haley, ticket taker, are under 
arrest here on charges of embezzle- 
ment. Arrests followed investiga- 
tion made by detectives in the em- 
ploy of WB, said to have resulted 
from the discovery of frequent 
shortages. Amount of the alleged 
embezzlement not made public, It 
is alleged that’ tickets sold at the 
boxoffice -were retained by the 
ticket taker and then turned back 
to the cashier for resale. 

Oakley, who has been in the em- 
ploy of WB since 1929, was re- 
lieved of his duties at the theatre 
suddenly about two weeks ago, ill 
health being given as the cause at 
that time. He is free under $1,000 
bond. Bonds for Miss Levine were 
set at $1,900 and $190 for Mrs. 
Healy, 


ate 





now under B. J. Hynes as traveling 
supervisor of service for RKO. 

George Cruzen back here as Pub- 
lix divisional mgr. 





Syracuse, N. Y. 
Frank Lampe new manager of 
Harvard. Lampe’s son, Gus, oper- 
ates Eckel here for Skouras, 





New York. 


Following personnel changes in 


RKO theatres in the east are effec- | 


tive this week: 

Worthington Hail, chief of staff at 
Albee, Brooklyn, goes to the Ford- 
ham, New York, as ass’t mgr.; Wil- 
liam Cook, Fordham ass'’t, to Strand, 
Yonkers, as megr.; Charles Olerich 





Kelly Abbott, formerly local Poli, | 


to New Rochelle as ass’t mer, 


DUALS SCRAM, 


SHORTS BOOM 


Chicago, Sept. 26 
Dropping of double features being 
only a week off local exchanges have 
already started to feel the benefits 


in the movement and booking of 


shorts. For the past year the shorts 


have been stagnant and collecting 


more dust than rentals, but October 


will bring a radical change in the 
position and importance of one and 
two-reelers. 

Treof of the impending change is 
the doubling of print orders on 
shorts. For the past year exchanges 
have found six prints on any short 
sufficient with a possible demand 
release as an occasional exception 

Now 12 and 15 prints per short are 
being ordered and: play dates are 
multiplying rapidly with the end of 
the duals in sight. 


FINKELSTEIN’S TEST 
SUIT AGAINST ERPI 


Minneapolis, Sept. 26 
Finkelstein Theatres, circuit of 


lowa houses with offices here and 
headed by Harold Finkelstein, son 
of the late M. L. Finkelstein and 
former general manager of the 


F. & R. circuit, has instituted a test 
suit against ERPI to determine 
ownership of Western Electri 
equipment in the Finkelstein houses. 

Finkelstein claims that the W.E 
lease actually constitutes a sale of 
the equipment to the showhouse in- 
stalling it. ERPI maintains a con- 
trary view. 





Lazarus Operating Lyric, 


Monrovia, as an Indie 


Los ..ngeles, Sept. 26 
Simon Lazarus, former partner of 
Harry Vinnicoff in the operation of 
the Million Dollar here, the Gar- 
field, Alhambra, and other suburban 
houses, has sub-leased the Lyric, 
Monrovia, from Pacific National, 

and is operating it independently. 
Other house changes in the L. A. 
territory include the taking over of 
the Temple, L. A., by Peterson & 
Swan; the. Alcazar, Carpenteria, 
Calif... by Martha Hencken, and the 


Colonial, Orange, Calif., by Guyon 
& Barno. Latter have installed 
new sound equipment, and. wilt 


operate at 10c and 15c. 











0 L. OZ 
Associated with 


JENIE JACOBS 


AGENCY 
1674 Broadway, New York 
Phone Columbus 5-1930_ 
Exclusively Booking with 
RKO and Its Subsidiaries 











‘A Chinese Fantasy’ 
(TOE DANCE) 


This Week, September 22, 
Paramount, Los Angeles 



































GOMEZ 


interpretation of 


A TRIBUTE FROM ol GRAUMAN 


“When I saw Gomez and Winona dance in the musical comedy, ‘Crazy Quilt,’ I was 30 impressed 
by their charm and personality and the originality of their routines that I engaged them for the prologue 
of ‘Strange Interlude’ at the Chinese Theatre. Then, though I have never held an act over from one show 
to another, I broke my own rule and re-engaged GOMEZ and WINONA for the prologue of ‘Rain.’ 
Their new jungle dance, ‘TABU,’ created especially for this engagement, is in my opinion, the most 
subtle and sensational dance I have ever seen.” 


fi brenergen 





tavel’s “Bolero” was 


ind WINONA recently completed a three-week’s engagement at ROXY’S, New York. 
acclaimed by press and public as the most striking dance of 


Their beautifully staged 
the modern stage 
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TWO MORE 
RECORDS SMASHED 


—and watch others follow as these 
two de luxe Fanchon & Marco stage 
shows continue to bring prosperity 
to theatre after theatre . . . .. 


Best week of the season at the 
Oakland Theatre, Oakland, Calif. 


50 people—majority of them from the original cast—gorgeous 
gitls—staged more elaborately than original production—unfor- 
gettable melodies—modernized to the minute! By arrangement 
with Montgomery, Tiernan and McCarthy, the original producers. 


Q 
FOLLOW THRU 


Built up to the biggest week-day’s 
biz of the season at the Paramount, 
Portland, Ore. 


Outstanding cast of 58 including Joe Penner, Olive Olsen 
and other Broadway lights—pepped up to the ultra-modern 
tempo and packed with new laughs aplenty. By arrangement 
with Schwab & Mandel. 

Q 


 FANCHON & MARCO, Inc. 


HOLLYWOOD e SAN FRANCISCO e SEATTLE e¢ MILWAUKEE e NEW YORK 
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RKO-F&M Resume on New Basis; Z 
Would Make Marco Head Booker; | 
Personal Deal Leaving F-M Indie 


RKO-Fanchon & Marco are talk- 
ing about another booking deal, this 
time on an entirely different basis. 

New as reported, provide 
for the alliance of Mike Marco with 
the RKO booking office as 
booker on a straight salary 
F&M to retain its independence as 
a producer of units. 


terms, 


head 


basis, 


Previous proposition involving a 
50% buy into F&M by RKO, which 
had reached advanced stages, was 
voted down by the RKO board. Ne- 
gotiations along new lines com- 
menced immediately upon the 


board's adverse action on the orig- 
inal plan. 

Such a tie-up, with Marco book- 
ing RKO vaudeville in addition to 


nominally and actively heading 
the F&M producing organization, 
doubtlessly would limit the play 


dates of F&M units on the other 
circuits, partially if not altogether. 
That it would exclude theatres other 
than RKO’s from the F&M units’ 
playing time entirely is held doubt- 
ful, however, since RKO’s demand 
for exclusive call on the productions 
met. with Marco’s objections while 
the first deal was on the fire. At 
the most, RKO would have first 
option on the F&M shows where 
there may be another potential cir- 
cuit or indie F&M customer. 

The matter of Fox West Coast’s 
relationship with F&M, plus how 
that circuit might stand on the pro- 
posed. new personal deal with 
Marco, will be clarified one way or 
the other by S. R. Kent, president 
of Fox,.it is expected. Kent is due 
in New York from the Coast this 
week and will be approached on 
this. deal, Whether ~negotiations 
will get as far as another RKO 
board meeting is said to depend on 
Kent's reaction. 


RKO Adds 3 Towns 
To Its Midwest Vaude 
As Blumberg Migrates 








Chicago, Sept. 26. 

Show circles anticipate a vaude- 
ville boom in these parts as a result 
of the return of Nate Blumberg. 
Latter is due in town this week to 
take over middle western operation 
for RKO and particularly the Or- 
pheum circuit. With Blumberg not 
yet here, a New York decision al- 
ready adds three towns to the local 
RKO book. They are Sioux City and 
Davenport, three days each, and 
Cedar Rapids, one day, all com- 
mencing around Oct. 1. 

Concurrent with Blumberg’s ar- 
rival several changes in the local 
RKO booking and theatre depart- 
ment stafts are expected. In addi- 
tion to the departure of Ascher 
Levy, whom Blumberg succeeds, no- 
tice has keen given to Tom Car- 
mody, booking office head, and Dick 
Hoffman, broker. 

Dick Bergen, who books the Great 
State-Publix vaudeville houses in 
the Chicago RKO office, will also 
book the RKO theatres under an 
arrangement between the two cir- 
cuits. His salary will be mutually 
paid instesd of by Great States ex- 
clusively as in the past. 

It is reported that Billy Diamond 
may return to the RKO fold here in 
charge of the club department and 
as booker of any indie time the of- 
fice can obtain. 





No immediate successor to Blum- 
berg in the New York RKO office 
will be appointed. The five Greater 
New York division managers who 
have been under EPlumberg’s super- 
vision will now report direct to 
Herschel Stuart during the former’s 


absence. They are H. R. Emde, 
Charlie MacDonald, Joe Lee and 
Lew Goldberg. 

Blumberg is expected to leave for 
Chicago today (Tuesday), and 
thereafter to travel back and forth. 

Harry Goldberg, manager of the 
Alber Bicoklyn, goes west with 
Blumber: to become city manager 
in Chicago and personally handle 
the State-Lake. At the Albee he” 
be replaced by Harry Weiss, former 
Publix manager in the south and 


before that with Loew. 
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ALL ON PERCENTAGE 


Another Vaude-Revue 
New Talent Lineup 





‘Belmont Varieties,’ a vaude show 
of revue type offered by Richard 
Herndon, due Wednesday (28) at 
the Belmont, New York, after a 
delayed start. There are about 50 
people in the show, all on percent- 
age, without guarantees of any 
kind. 

It is said to be a new talent line- 
up with people selected by audition 
and from out-of-the-way theatres. 


UNION DEMANDS FORCE 
VAUDE FROM L. BEACH 


Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 
With stage hands demanding that 
the regular crew be increased from 





four to five men, the _ State, 
Long beach, which has _ been 
playing vaude booked by local 
RKO offices, will .switch to a 
straight sound policy Oct. 1. House 


has been one of the few remaining 
full weex stands on the coast. 

Management had numerous con- 
ferences with the stage hands, who 


were adamant in their demands fora 


five-man crew. 


Acrobats for London 


Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 


Jack Schallert, formerly of the Bel 
Thazers, standard acro act and now 
operating an acrobatic school here, 
left for Chicago, New York and 
London last Saturday (24) to ar- 
range for next season’s bookings for 
his pupils. Schallert will supply 
four acts for the Olympia Circus, 
London, opening in December. 

School sent out 11 truck loads of 
acrobats this summer, five of them 
playing the east. One was at At- 
lantic City but closed in August 
when two members of the troupe 
were killed in a fall from a 130-foot 
rigging. 











Morgan-Dunn in Chi, 
H. B. Warner’s Sketch 


Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 


Opening of Gene Morgan and 
Josephine Dunn at the Orpheum, 
Denver, has been switched to the 
State Lake, Chicago, Sept. 29, with 
Cincinnati and Cleveland to follow. 
Team then goes into New York for 
an RKO route. 

H. B. Warner is rehearsing “The 
Match Box,’ a three people sketvh 
for an RKO route. Bill Meiklejohn 
office is handling both these turns. 





New Minstrel Troupe 
Syracuse, Sept. 26. 


Syracuse, home town of the John 
R. Van Arnam Minstrels, will be 
represented by a second blackface 
troupe on the road this fall. It’s 
the Honeyland Minstrels, and an 
outgrowth of the municipal vaude- 
ville season just closed. 

Troupe is headed by three vet- 
erans of minstrelsy, Bill Miller, Doc 
Whitman and Claire Hammond, and 
is booking independently. 

Van Arnam’s company is now in 
its 13th season, and will take the 
road in its private railroad car again 
next month. 





LOPEZ DEBS IN VAUDE 


Before slipping the combo into 
the schedule for a sustaining build- 
up, NBC is putting the Vincent 
Lopez Debutantes through a few 
vaude paces. 

Band, composed of 15 girls, 
makes its debut at Keith's, Patter- 
son, on a split week Oct. 8, with 
half filled by the Pros- 
pect, Brooklyn. 


ED 


F-M’s Comedy Act 





| 
| 


' 


The Barrymore Four, new comedy 
combination, go with Fanchon & 
Marco for nine weeks with options. 

Act opened Friday (23) in a unit 


at New Haven. 


in WN. Ym 








NAYAN PEARCE 


of Pearce and Velie 
“Rhapsody in Red” 

Miss Pearce is the creator and 
first one to dance on top of piano 
on stage. 

This week (Sept. 24), RKO, Bos- 
ton. 
| Next week (Oct. 1), RKO Palace, 
'New York. 

Direction, EDW. S. KELLER 








No Stage Shows 
In Seattle and 


Denver—Unions 


—_——__— 


Seattle, Sept. 26. 
Musician’s union Iieft Seattle 
stageless this week, but biz isn’t 
bad. All the first runs are without 
orchestras, organists or stage pre- 
sentations, 


Musicians had proposed to Frank 
Newman, Jr., of Fox West Coast 
that stage shows continue pending 
negotiations, and any settlement 
could thence be made retroactive. 
Newman rejected the proposal, thus 
leaving Fanchon & Marco's ‘Town 
and Country’ unit laying here this 
week until going to Vancouver, B. C., 
next week. 

Young Newman is handling mat- 
ters for FWC pending Newman, 
Sr.’s visit in New York: He's due 
back here the end of this. week. 





Denver, Sept. 26. 

Stagehands’ deadlock .with the 
theatre managements forced stage 
shows out of the Denver (presenta- 
tions) and Orpheum (RKO vaude). 
It reacted to the benefit of the Rial- 
to and Paramount, which regularly 
play straight pix. 

It hurt the two major downtown- 
ers, however, but the theatres are 
still adamant in rejecting the stage- 
hands’ demands. 





OSTERMAN’S SQUAWK 


Complains to V.M.A. On Royalty for 
Tashman-Benny Sketch 








That a vaudeville material author 
is collecting royalties on something 
he didn’t write is charged by Jack 
Osterman in a complaint filed at 
the V.M.A. against Lilyan Tashman 
and Charlie Judels. Latter is the 
accused writer. 

Osterman’s complaint is over a 
sketch Jack Benny and Miss Tash- 
man are using in the Loew theatres. 
Osterman claims the act was writ- 
ten by himself and the late Harry 
O'Neal for a Shubert ‘Artists and 
Models’ some years ago. 

Comic’s objections are not to 
Benny and Miss Tashman’s use of 
the material, |} ut to Judel’s alleged 
collection of royalties as the author. 





Back from the Cleaners 


After two trips to the cleaners in 
one summer Al B. White is return- 
ing to vaudeville. He has a new 
flash act in rehearsal. 

White’s pair of dull thuds were a 
piece of a dog track and a road- 
house, both on Long Island. 





BUTTERFIELD’S TAB 


Lansing, Sept. 26. 
Curley Burns, with a musical tab 
of 40 people, is on the Butterfield 
circuit, appearing in Battle Creek 





this week. He is scheduled to fol- 
low with a local engagement of per- 
jhaps two weeks at the Gladmer 
theatre, straight pictures for several 
jyears, 
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D. A.’s Office and License Bureau 
Prepare New Drive on Gyp Bookers 


ok 





NO BRIEF CASES? 


No Music Cramps Mildred Chaplin, 
Sibylla Bowan In Chi 








Chicago, Sept. 26. 


Sibylla Bowan, jumping in from 

New Orleans, opened Saturday (24) 
at the State-Lawe without trunks, 
wardrobe, or music. She impro- 
vised for the first performance be- 
ing unable to present any part of 
her regular act. 
Last week Mildred Harris Chap- 
lin was without her music under 
similar circumstances at the first 
show for the Palace. 


VAUDE UPTREND WITH 
BAD DRAW ON SCREEN 


Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 


Shortage of draw picture product 
for the independent exhibitors has 
added two weeks of small town 
dates to the books of the Bert Levy 
office in the past fortnight. 

Houses going from straight pix to 
vaudefilm are the Verdi, North 
Beach; Lyric, Monrovia; Oxnard, 
Oxnard; Van Nuys, Van Nuys, and 
the Monterey, Monterey Park. All 
are week end dates and give the 
Levy office six weeks playing time. 
Other theatres booked out of 
Levy are Warners’ Downtown, 
Hippodrome and Strand here. 
Downtown is a full week, using 
seven acts. Hip and Strand are 
splits, using five acts on each half. 
Capitol, San Francisco, using six 
acts, is also a full week. Lyric, 
Monrovia, is a split with four acts 
on a bill. 

Levy is currently making a trip 
through the northern part of the 
state promoting additional time for 
his San Francisco office. 


V. M. A. Complaints 


Two complaints involving alleged 
material lifting by vaudeville acts 
are up for arbitration at the V. 
M. A. 

Raymond and Ann, ventriloquists, 
claim Valentine Vox is using ma- 
terial that belongs to them. Starnes 
and Cover, adagio dancers, have 
preferred the same charge against 
Ayres and Rene. Latter turn is 
using the material in question at 
the Roxy, New York, this week. 





























Radio One-Niter as Tax 
Payer for Dark House 


Chicago, Sept. 26. 


Great States reopened the Rialto, 
Peoria for one night, Saturday (24), 
to present the WLS Barn Dance 
troupe. Attraction was in the 
nature of a taxpayer for the house 
which has been dark for two years. 
Radio attraction usually gives 
two performances every Saturday at 
the old Eighth Street theatre, Chi- 
cago, but was lured to Peoria by a 
flat buy. 

Five shows were given during the 
day. No pictures or entertainment 
other than the radioites. 





Joe Sullivan Barred on 
Floor Over N. G. Check 


Joe Sullivan, agent, has been de- 
franchised and barred from the 
RKO booking floor as a result of his 
cashing an n.g. check for $100 at 
RKO Proctor’s, Albany, last week. 
Having made good on the bouncer, 
he may be permitted to return to 
the floor after a suspension. 

Sullivan’s explanation was that 
he needed the money to pay one of 
his act’s fare out of Albany. 





Byton Girls Head South 
Chicago, Sept. 2. 


Dorothy Byton will take two girl 
troupes into the South. She will 
travel with one and route the other 
separately. Four months has been 
laid out through Georgia, Florida 
and other Dixie states. 

Miss Byton travels entirely in 


won 


doing okay, 


Chiselers among vaudeville agentg 
and bookers, mostly confined to the 
independent ranks, are to face a 
broom which will sweep them out 
of show business, and, if possible, 
out of New York City. Local Li- 
cense Bureau and the New York 
District Attorney's office are pre- 
paring material on such a cam- 
paign. 

While in the past there was re« 
luctance by actors to testify, both 
the License Bureau and the D. A.’s 
office report finding performers and 
agents willing to lend assistance in 
making out cases. With this aid it 
is believed criminal charges can be 
brought, the charges to range up 
to grand larceny. License revoca- 
tion and civil suits in the past have 
been ineffective, many agencies op- 
erating out of holes in the wall, on 
the fly or on the cuff from the 
street. 


Complaint Against Feinberg 


Latest complaint to reach the Li-«- 
cense Bureau is that of Norton and 
Walsh who complain they turned 
over $62 to Abe I. Feinberg for a 
date which did not materialize, 
That was last June, Since then ef- 
forts have been made to get the 
money back, it is alleged, the wife 
of the two-act (Norton) finally go- 
ing to the agent to demand the 
money. Agent is asserted to have 
used language derogatory to her 
character, a phase that is said to 
interest the D. A.’s office. 

On Oct. 20 an indie booker who 
faces a jail term is scheduled to 
come up in Special Sessions on a 
charge of having taken money from 
an act in advance of a date in Os- 
wego, N. Y., which did not exist. 
Act discovered that after making 
the trip to this upstate town. Booke- 
er is Sidney Rheingold. 

Charge against Paly Sanders of 
booking road shows under the im- 
pression he was doing it for RKO 
has been dropped at the behest of 
Martin Beck, complainant. 
Meanwhile, the D. A.’s office is 
surveying the entire indie field, 
looking into all phases of handouts, 
kickbacks, illegal booking, obtain- 
ing money under false pretenses, 
etc, 


Mamaux Will Toss 
Ballads at Em Again 


While the rest of the ball tossers 
are shooting ducks this winter, Al 
Mamaux will again fungo some bal- 
lads into the galleries. Former big 
league pitcher, and now manager of 
the Newark Bears, will do his usual 
warbling turn with Billy Griffen 
at the piano and Phil Tyrell agent- 
ing. 

Mamaux opens Oct, 8 for six RKO 
weeks following the ‘Little World 
Series’ between his team and Min- 
neapolis, He piloteed the Newark 
club to the International League 
bunting in his second season as 
manager. Mamaux has been in and 
out of vaudeville since Brooklyn 
the pennant. The Dodgers 
haven’t copped since Mamaux 





started to sing. 


Trahan on Road 


Al Trahan is the latest vaude- 
villian to be added to Earl Car-« 
roll’s road ‘Vanities.’ He starts re- 
hearsing for the road show with 
his vaude foil, Yukona Cameron, 
next week. 

Carroll has Trahan under a twos 
year contract. Next year Trahan 
gets a spot in the New York ‘Vani« 
ties,” under the terms. 





BAKER PACES MINSTRELS 
Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 
Tom Baker will be two weeks ir 


advance of the ‘Georgia Minstrels’ 
when outfit starts its Fanchon & 
Marco tour. 
ahead of the show when it trouped 
before joining F&M. 


Baker at one time was 


Iienry Hall has replaced Harry 


Stafford in ‘Sally,’ another F-M unit: 








DETROIT’S VAUDE 
Detroit, Sept. 
Sunday vaude 
the Hollywood 
back to a split week policy 
week, 

House is being booked locally by 


26. 

date 
goes 
next 


With a trial 





private automobiles and has just 
completed an all-summr trek | 
through Michigan and Wisconsin, 
playing towns that haven’t seen 





stage entertainment in years 


Sol Berns. It was formerly booked 
by the RKO Chicago office 
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RKO Cancels Full | 


| 


Marcus Complains 





RKO's booking office, of which 
George Godfrey is the head, rubbed 
a complete vaudeville bill off the 
books for Boston this week follow- 
ing the fling of a claim by the A. 
B. Marcus show. ‘The Marcus tab 
was given Boston at the last minute 
after deminding a settlement on a 
week’s salary in lieu of a cancella- 
tion at Syracuse. 

On what basis the acts booked 
for Boston agreed to cancel and 
make way for the Marcus show 
isn't known. 

Marcus, who has had similar ex- 
periences with RKO in the past, in- 
sisted on immediate fullfillment of 
the obligation incurred by the Syra- 
cuse cancellation. Three years or so 
ago, during the previous George 
Godfrey regime, the booking office 
owed Marcus $26,000 in bookings 
that it had contracted for but 
eouldn’t deliver. The producer set- 
tled for $12,500 in cash. 

The Marcus tab booked direct 
with RKO until recently when God- 
frey presented the show, and also 





5 RELEASE REQUESTS 
GRANTED BY AGENTS: 


the commirh, to Henry Bellit, agent. 


Requests for releases by the fol- 
lowing acts were granted by the 
RKO agents’ association board last 
week: Ted and Al Waldman, from 
Weber-Simon; Nellie Arnaut and 
Bros., from Weber-Simon; May 
Wirth and Co., from Charlie Mor- 
rison, Ford and Wilkens, from Joe 
Sullivan; Al Tucker's orchestra, 
from Blondell & Mack. 

Dave Genaro’s request for release 
of his ‘Youngsters of Yesterday’ 
from Harry Fitzgerald was denied, 
board giving Fitzgerald another 
month to obtain bookings. 

Harry K. Morton and Zella Rus- 
eell were the subjects of a com- 
plaint by Weber-Simon against the 
M. S. Bentham office. Act was 
aw’ *°°d to Bentham. 

A 1e@ same board meeting the 
petition from George Choos for 
Jack Kalcheim to replace his broth- 
er, Harry, in the Choos office was 
tabled until next week. Harry dis- 
solved his RKO agency partnership 
with Choose upon going over to 
Publix and back on a book. 


MAHONEYS OFF AGAIN 


Marks Second Time — Previous 
Breach Had Been Healed 











Following reconciliation after a 
Previous split two months ago, Will 
and Sue Mahoney have again sep- 
arated. Second split was revealed 
Jast week by the comedian’s inser- 
tion of a ‘not responsible’ notice in 
the New York personal columns 
regarding any debts of his wife. 


|} agents don’t touch them. 





| 


Sideline Chatter 


Following gives an idea of 
that typical, topical dialog that 
goes on in the RKO booking of- 
fice nowadays: 

Godfrey (to Dolf Leffler): 
‘Dolf, if you haven't a headliner 
for Boston next week use Mae 
Henry.’ 

Leffler: ‘Who's Mae Henry?’ 

Godfrey: ‘She’s been on the 
radio there for two years and is 
the great-grandaughter of Pat- 
rick Henry.’ 








Leffler ‘So who's Patrick 
Henry?’ 
An agent (standing by): 
‘Patrick Henry is a good 5c 
cigar.’ 








ADVANCES BY AGENTS 
TO ACTS RULED OUT 


Advances to acts for railroad or 
other transportation expenses are 
out from now on, by order of Mar- 
tin Beck. Agents have been noti- 
fied that all future bookings must 
be made with that understanding. 

Among those out o’ luck through 
the new ruling are acts who obtain 
RKO bookings, but are financially 
unable to make the jump. In such 
emergencies in the past the book- 
ing office advanced the fares and 
collecte1 on box office orders. 

RKO bookings now may have to 
be turned down by acts that can't 
pay their way out of town and are 
unable to scrape up the funds. The 
agents are considered out for ad- 
vance purposes. Most acts now 
consider themselves fortunate if the 


As usual, the booking office was 
the first to break its own rule. A 
few hours after the no-advance or- 
der was issued Grace Hayes, booked 
for Cleveland, refused to make the 
jump from New York unless RKO 
advanced the fare. The booking of- 
fice advanced. 








{ 


William Morris, Jr., is back in 
New York from the Coast, but is 
returning there in 10 days to go 
native officially. 

Morris and the missus have suc- 
cumbed to that sunshine. 


SHUBERTS-HEALY TALKING 


Suit Off—Invite Comic to Sign New 
Contract 
Chicago, Sept. 26. 
Shubert action against Ted Healy 
arising out of the actor’s walkout on 
‘The Passing Show’ was dismissed 
on petition of the Shuberts attorney, 
Sam Edelson, who told Judge Gent- 
zel in Superior Court that the Shu- 











e . i 
|} netted $200,000, or between $50,000 
Bill, Sr., Goes Native | and $100,000 less than the amount 


VAUDEVILLE 


SOCIAL CLUB 





CALE OF HOME SET 
TO HELP SARANAC 


Property Goes to Hotel Edi- 
son—Only Charitable Ac- 
tivities to Be Continued 
Under Skeleton Staff—No 
More Theatre Drives 


DOLES $4,500 MONTH 





Finish of the N. V. A. as a social 
organization for vaudeville actors 
and confinement of its functions to 
charitable work only will occur this 
fall. Past objections to the closing 
of the New York clubhouse having 
been overruled, the N. V. A. Fund 
board of directors has voted to dis- 
pose of the property. Only the 
Saranac sanitarium and the New 
York charitable work will survive. 


A satisfactory bid for the West 
46th street ground and building has 
has been received from the Edison 
hotel, whch abuts on the N. V. A. 
property. The hotel wants the club- 
house as a connecting link. Only 
minor details, such as satisfying 
nearby tenants whose offices may be 
affected by the building of a prome- 
nade between the hotel and the club, 
remain to be straightened out. 


Disposal of the clubhouse and dis- 
continuance of all N. V. A. social 
functions, including maintenance of 
the present 46th street staff, are ex- 
pected to save the fund directors 
the necessity of appealing to the 
theatre circuit-members of the N. 
V. A. Fund for moneys to keep the 
New York end as well as the sani- 
tarium at Saranac in operation. 


The last N. V. A. fund drive, 
staged in about 1,900 theatres on the 
usual plate-passing basis last April, 


needed for the fiscal year’s ex- 
penses. The New York charity list, 
now amounting to $4,500 a month 
after almost doubling in a year and 
a half, is the largest N. Y. expense 
item, with the rent and operating 
costs bringing the total New York 
cost to approximately $100,000 a 
year. Saranac needs at least $150,- 
000 a year to properly house and 
care for its patients. The New York 
clubhouse rental is $1,000 a month 
under the recent reassessment. It’s 
under lease to the N. V. A. for 20 
more years. 

Elimination of the clubhouse was 
said to have been considered by the 
fund board as not only mandatory 
for the sake of economy, but the 
club itself is deemed to have be- 
come a useless expense. Established 





berts would just forget about it. 
Show has meanwhile closed on tour, 
floppo. 

Shuberts, however, still want 
Healy for a future musical, and ne- 
gotiations between Edelson and At- 
torney Ben Ehrlich, representing 
Healy, were in progress last week 
with a view to framing a new con- 


Loew and RKO vaudeville bookings. 





Two months ago Mrs. Mahoney 
withdrew a separation suit and the 
couple had apparently straightened 
cut their difficulties. 

Prior to her marriage to the 
€omic six years ago, Mrs. Mahoney 
was known professionally as Lillian 
Wilson. In recent years she has 
become one of the country’s best 
known woman mo or boat racers. 


Lewis-Dody Split for 


‘Burns and Allen Get Slap 


From the Chi Columnists | 


Chicago, Sept. 26. 
Burns and Allen were badly 
rapped by two local newspaper col- 
umnists last week for alleged high 
|hatting. Chales Gilchrist, radio edi- 


tor of the ‘Daily News,’ became 
| peeved when asked to leave the 
istudio at NBC in which the vaude- | 
lville pair were about to broadcast 


2d Time Within Year “eins into the control room to 
ion 


Sam Lewis and Sam Dedy 
*“plit for the second time within a 
year, after 17 years of vaudeville 
partne rship. They ll try going jt 
alone, 

Lewis will do a new act by Sam 
Parent and which Sam Shannen is 
producing. Dody goes into the new 


t Own & Henderson rouecic: For- 
ward Mare} 


|}watch through the glass partiti 


have | Gilchrist was further incensed when 


| the microphone was moved to one 
' 


|eorner of the room almost out 
his line vf vision. 

| Hazel Fiynn, film critic of the 
Americn,’ took up the cudgels two 

|days later and used the Gilchrist 
incidént as a basis for her own ray 
Burns and Allen were appear 

sfor Balaban & Katz. 


tract that would be acceptable to 
the actor. 
Healy meanwhile will fulfill his, 


actors who formerly patronized the 
| place and paid their dues under 
| stress from the Keith booking of- 
| fice, no longer are seen at the 46th 
street building. The funds devoted | 
ito its upkeep would be better spent 
|at Saranac, the fund directors are 
| reported to feel. 

Instead of occupying its present 
spacious quarters, the club probably 
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Healy’s Surprise 


Chicago, Sept. 26. 

Ted Healy, on trial here last 
week in a Shubert action, sur- 
prised the court by his answer 
when the Judge asked him how 
much he earned in vaudeville. 

‘Tm getting about $4,000,’ 
Healy replied, while quickly 
adding, ‘I know I ain't worth it, 
so you’re not any more sur- 
prised than I am, But they’re 
paying that kind of dough, and 
I'm glad to be getting it.’ 











Ruth Gives N.V.A. 


Patients a Thrill 
As Kate Disappoints 


Saranac Lake, Sept. 26. 

Patients at the N. V. A. Sanil- 
tarium the past week received a 
thrill when visited in person by 
Ruth Etting. They were also dis- 
appointed when Kate Smith de- 
clined an invitation to greet the 
show people. 

Both singers were at Lake Placid, 
10 miles away. Miss Etting merely 
came up for a rest, not broadcast- 
ing while here for two weeks. She 
left last Sunday (25) for New York. 
At the sanitarium Miss Etting 
cheerily hailed all the _ patients, 
either in their rooms or in the big 
hall. In the latter she sang two 
songs without musical accompani- 
ment. 

Miss Smith came up a week ago, 
with her crchestra, going on the air 
three nights, as usual, for her com- 
mercial 15 minutes. Miss Smith is 
again taking care of her air time 
this week. She leaves here Satur- 
day (1). 

Miss Smith’s reply to Dr. Edgar 
Mayer's invitation on behalf of the 
patients was that her physician had 
forbade any appearance while away, 
with orders to rest only. 


WILL BUILD ACTS FOR 
EACH OF 5 AMATEURS 


Martin Beck 





thinks so much of 
five of the 26 amateurs who sur- 
vived the ‘opportunity revues’ 
(amateur shows), staged locally by 
the RKO theatres, he will have a 
special act produced around each 
of them and play them in all RKO 
vaudeville theatres. 

Meanwhile, the five amateurs will 
participate with their 21 fellow 
simon pures in the unit that’s now 
rehearsing in New York preparatory 
to going out over the RKO time 
in place of a regular vaudeville 
bill in each town. 

When the contest winners start 
out next month they'll lose their 
amateur standing. RKO guarantees 
them $50 a week each and all ex- 
penses. 


BORIS MORROS SAILS 


For Moscow to Reach Ailing Father 
—Leaves This Week 





Boris Mcrros, Publix stage pro- 
duction head, will sail Friday (30) 
in hopes of reaching Moscow in 


received over 








will move to less pretentious offices 
and function chiefly as a mail ad- | 
dress for members. 
be reduced to a minimum number 
of people needed to disburse charity 
funds. 

A similar plan was broached last 
year, but met with opposition from 
a faction of club hahitues cham- | 
pioned by Henry Chesterfield. Court | 
action against this proposal was | 
started, with the N. V. A. Fund j| 
| forced to pay the lawyers’ fees, but | 
is never reached the courts. | 

In addition to the clubhouse c¢los- 


ing, further economies in the N. V. | 
As operation have been recom- | 
mended by the new executive com- 
mittee composed of Sam Scribner, | 
Moe Silvers and Majo: Leslie 
Thompson. As a result, about 12 
Saranac patients who have been, 
pronounced cured but who are stay- 
ing there voluntarily have been 
asked to jJeave to make room for 
others who need treatment Pre- 
Vicus reductions were recommended 
hy the committee by elimination of 


The staff will | 


time. A cablegram 
the week-end notified 
his 77-year-old father is 
ill. 

In Morros’ Milton Feld 
will take over the stage supervision 


Morros that 
critically 


absence 





in addition to his duties as Pub- 
lix’s eastern division head. 
Piano Team’s Week 

Fray and Braggiotti, CBS piano 
team. bow as a stage act at B. & 
K’s Chicago, Chicago, Oct. &. 

Pair are in for a week, with an 
option of two to follow at the cir- | 
cuit’s Uptown and another nabe 
house 
numerous clerical expense items in 
New York. 

It is generally felt within the show 
business that the N. V. A. has long 
since ceased to rate importantly as 
a social order for va Wevillans On 
the orner nand Sentiment has 
wavs neen lar: \ tr ‘ we 


carried on at Saranac 


JUMPS BY AUTO 
ARE CHEAP, 
AND RISKY 


Chicag, Sept. 26. 
Tragic death of Willie Berger, 
while traveling in a ‘share expense’ 


private automobile, has aroused 
much comment among actors who 


have been using this ‘fourth class 
travel’ to some extent. Actors have 
experienceda the irresponsibility of 
the private car owners and are 
aware of the dangers of cheap cars, 
cheap tires, cheap gasoline, and un- 
bonded @rivers. There answer to 
this is conclusive enough: it’s the 
type of travel that best fits their 
pocketbooks. 

Buses, slightly more expensive, 
have a better rating but play havoc 
with anybody’s nervous system on 
a long jump. It’s common for ac- 


tors arriving in Chicago by bus 
from New York to go to bed im- 
mediately and _ sleep the clock 


around. Their exhausition from the 
long ride that requires four or five 
changes of chaffuer is terrific. 
Added to the bus thing have been 
several bac accidents on the road 
and at least one case of highway 
robbery near Joliet. Railroad men 
who resent the loss of theatrical 


ganda they can of these incidents. 
But meanwhile there’s no answer to 
the money saving angle, the only 
reason actors take buses or ‘share 
expense’ trips instead of using the 
choo-choo. 
Angles 

So far as the west is concerned 
the railroads are willing to make 
concessions to get business but the 
eastern roads’ reluctance keeps any 
such propositions perpetually on 
ice. Unanimous consent to special 
baggage. or other inducements to 
theatrical patronage must be won. 

Meanwhile actors point out that 
certain jumps can only be made by 
bus. Fest example around here is 
Grand Rapids to South Bend which 
can be made by bus in something 
over three hours, By train it would 
take all night and the act would 
still not be able to make rehearsal. 

Franklin Roosevelt in his Salt Lake 
City address came out for parity 
between buses and railroads, which 
may change the traveling set-up 
within the next year or two. 


BILLY VAN AS MAYOR; 
IN DEMAND AS SPEAKER 


Newport, N. H., Sept. 26. 

From success on the stage to suc- 
cess as a soap maker, now mayor of 
this town and optimistic booster for 
New England, Billy B. Van, former 
comedian, is traveling up and down 
New England boosting everything. 
And he’s met the President, too. 

Van is in demand as a public 
speaker in these parts, making use 
of his talents as a comic. 


Max Sues Mrs. Hari 


In a move to recover furniture 




















|and silver which he claims his for- 
;mer wife, Mrs. Adele Forrest Hart, 
,; removed from his home to a ware- 
| house last July, Max Hart has filed 
| both an attachment and suit for 


damages. 


attachment stipulates $19.456.75, 


which the agent estimates as the 
value of the property. 

Mrs. Hart is now living in Rene 
where he obtained a divorce 


Al Herman, Et Al, Minstrel 


Company for Pic Houses 

Holly 
The California Poppy Mi 
ganized by Al He lan 
Frank 
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W PLAYING 
LOEW'S STATE 


NEW ORLEANS 
(SEPT. 29) 


Has Just Finished 
a Most Successful 
61 Weeks for RKO 


Personal Management O. L. OZ 


OF 


JENIE 0. L. 


ACOBS & O 


AGENCY 
1674 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 


PHONE COLUMBUS 5-1930 


Exclusively Booking with 
RKO and Its Subsidiaries 








RKO’s Palace, New York, 
will do an all-picture name 
stagé bill week of Oct. 5 and 
follow with an all-radio line-up 
the week after. 

So far no names 
either show. 


WILBY-KINCEY HOUSE 
TO HAVE STAGE SHOWS 


Birmingham, Sept. 26. 
Don Lanning has been signed by 


| Palace’s ‘All’ Shows 
| 


are set for 














Wilby-Kincey interests to pro- 
duce stage shows for them. 
Units wil! not go into every 


house and details have not yet been 
worked out, but Lanning will head- 
quarter in Atlanta and book the 
shows from there. 

Wilby-'“incey recently closed for 
15 of Publix’ theatres in the south- 
east, giving them some 60 odd houses 
in this territory. ‘They figure that 
some of these will need acts and 
enough time may be made available 
to form a small circuit. 

First of the units goes in at Ash- 
ville, N. C., 


LIPSTONE’S TRIPS 


To N. Y¥. Monthly to Book Acts for 
B. & K.—Grabs 20 











Chicago, Sept. 26. 

Louis Lipstone, head of stage 
production and booking for the 
Balaban & Katz theatres here and 
in Detroit and St. Louis, will make 
a trip to New York once a month 
from now on for booking purposes. 
He was east last week and while in 
New York booked 20 acts for the 
four western picture house weeks. 
Due to the little playing time 
available here, Chicago is acutely 
short of acts for local bookings. 
B. & K. was forced to jump Valen- 
tine Vox at the last minute all the 
way from Jersey City for the cur- 
rent week at the Chicago theatre. 
In order to make the jump possible, 
circuit had to request Loew to 
close the act in J.C. a day in ad- 
vance, 





Peoria’s 10 Acts 


Chicago, Sept. 26. 

Palace, Peoria, Ill, starts vaude- 
ville Oct. 2 on @ split week policy 
opening Sundays and Thursdays. 
Five acts each half. Dick Bergen is 
booking from the RKO floor for 
Great States. 

Peoria becomes tke only town in 
the Great States group playing 
vaude. Such former vaude dates 
as Joliet, Aurora, Rockford, Gales- 
burg, Champaign, Springfield, Kan- 
kakee have been straight pictures 
for seasons, 


F-M Producing in East 
Calms Coast Activity 


Hollywood, Sept, 26. 

Staging of three units currently 
in the East, has brought the first 
local production lull this year for 
Fanchon & Marco, with only two 
units now in rehearsal here. One, 
‘Hi-Lights.’ is being readied by 
Larry Ceballos, to open at Long 
Beach, this weekend, while a sec- 
ond unit’is in its first production 
stages undé@r the direction of Gae 
Foster, 

With Marco still east, but ex- 
pected to return to the Coast within 
10 days, the engazement of talent 
has been virtually abandoned on 
this end. Only replacements are 
those of* people previously con- 
tracted, or occasional fill-ins for 
the tabs in preparation. 


DOROTHY HIRSCH ATL & L 

Dorothy Hirsch leaves ‘Variety's’ 
advertising department to. join the 
Lyons & Lyons office this week as 
an associate agent. 

With L. & L. Miss Hirsch will 
represent artists for yaudeville ani 
radio. 











| Faside Stulf-Vande 


| Until the circuits and indie exhibitors check more carefully into the 
source of ‘supply and character of vaudeville they are getting, theatres 
will be making the vaude situation more difficult for themselves, in the 


| opinion of those now surveying the situation, 


A case is cited as typical of what causes chain officials and managers 
to regard vaude as a waste, A theatre contracted for five act shows 
three days a week. Initial show was so bad that after the first day busi- 
ness was cut in half. The manager fumed, immediately wiring his cir- 
cuit superiors to cancel all future vaude for his house. This wasn't done, 
but the chain refuses to regard the vaude experiment as profitable. 

In a number of towns in New England agents are offering vaude so 
cheaply that one agency in Boston is said to be furnishing a five act 
show for $60 a day as far as 45 miles away. Busses are used with trans- 
portation costing $1 for the round trip bus also carrying baggage. These 
trucks are obtained on a guarantee of 22 people for a trip. 





Leo Marsh, in the New York ‘American,’ discovered that George W, 
Lederer was the first to produce an all-Negro revue back in the ‘90's, 
This was ‘Clorinda,’ a sketch rather than a revue, done on the Casino 
roof, 

But before that Isham’'s Octoroons and the Black Patti Troubadours, 
both all-colored and virtually of the revue type, were presented. Isham's 
show had an oho and an afterpiece but the Troubadours had an out and 
out revue. And Sam T. Jack had a ‘Creole Belles’ troupe years before 
that. 


Bill Dillon, who, like his brothers, John and Harry, used to sing his 
own songs in vaude, is living in Ithaca, N. ¥Y¥. He was in New York the 
other day trying to locate vet performers who may have kept copies of 
eld songs, particularly the song books of Delaney. Wants them for a 
library. 

Dillon had to pay $10 to the firm which has the photostatic concession 
at the Library of Congress for copies of a eouple of his brothers’ old 
songs, including ‘Put Me Off at Buffalo.’ 





Vaude's most famous bridge, from the seventh floor of the Bond build- 
ing to the Palace Theatre building, will be clased when RKO moves to 
Radio City. All RKO offices in the Bond building will be vacated, RKO 
taking a loss on its lease in order to obtain a release to move. 

RKO will move sometime in October. Date not yet set alihough the 
Music Hall in Radio City, the 6,800-seater, is practically finished and 
the seats are nearly all installed. 


Billie Johnson, 17-year-old daughter of Frances Kennedy, former 
vaude single, and Tom Johnson, lawyer-showman, was one of the com 
petitors in the RKO-NBC radio quest. 

Although eliminated before the semi-finals, oldtimers who viewed the 
audition commented on the girl’s resemblance in person and style to her 
mother. 





A reprimand for alleged unethical conduct was handed to the M. §, 
Bentham office by the RKO agents’ association last week. Charge was 
that a member of the Bentram agency had approached Wills and Davis, 
a Blondell & Mack act, regarding legit bookings. 


_ ——-- - rr 


‘Desert Song’ Booked 
Until July Next Year 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Route of ‘Desert Song,’ F-M tale, 
is set until July 6, 1933, when it 





AKRON’S VAUDE 


RKO Acts First Half, F-M Units’ 
Last Half—Start Oct. 1 © 


Akron, Sept. 26. 


Vaudeville will return to the RKO 
Palace Oct. 1 after a summer of 
straight pictures. 

Policy will be split week, Fan- 
chon-Marco revues to be featured 
from Saturdays through Tuesdays. 
First time here for F-M units, Lat- 
ter will be the same now routed into 
Milwaukee, Kansas City, Pittsburgh, 





and Cincinnati. 





Cut Musicians’ Scale May 
Bring Back Stage Shows 


Canton, O., Sept. 26. 


New scale of union musicians 


under 
1931, Charles Weeks, business agent 
of the Canton musicians’ local, an- 
nounces. Lower pay may bring 
about revival of stage shows in at 
least two of the major downtowners 
this fall. Loew’s and the Palace 
dropped stage shows two years ago 
after differences with the musicians 
and have been playing straight 
pictures. 


here is approximately 35% 





BUZZ EAGLE RESUMES 


Yhicago, Sept. 26. 


Buzz Eagle, partner with 


Humphries in his Benton Harbor 


golf project, which went blooey, 
returns to show biz. 
Eagle will travel for the Glen 


Burt-Billy Diamond office 


to line up houses. 


booking 





McGowen as Practitioner 
Chicago, Sept. 26. 
Bill McGowen, recently in charge 
of the Chicago N. V. A. branch, and 





PORT CHESTER VAUDE 
The Embassy, Port Chester, N. Y., | 
stavts the season with five acts on | 
last halves Sept. (29). lt will add} 
vaude the first half if warranted. | 

Dow agency, New York, is book- | 
ing, 





Golden Gate Adds Girls 
San Francisco, Sept. 26. 
RKO added a line of 12 girls to 
the Golden Gate this week, work- 
ing steppers in with Horace Heidt's 
j; band. It's in addition to regular 
| five vaude acts, 

















tor many years manager of the 
Lincoln and other vaude houses, has 
established an office 
Science practitioner. 

His wife is 
14th Church here. 


reader at the 


. - 
secona 





Tink ; 


as a Christian 





closes at the RKO Majestic, Hous- 


ton. This is the longest-playing 
unit ever routed by Fanchon ¢ 
Marco, 


Troupe opened at Long Beach, 


Cal., last May. 
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Publix Will Fee! Its Way on Vande, 
Think Better Films Aid Acts’ Chances 





Publix will proceed cautiously this 
year in determining the use of 
vaudeville. The circuit may experi- 
ment with vaude in many spots to 
study results. But not right away, 
it is added. 

Operating officials are of the 
opinion that vaudeville lost money 
for Publix last season, but regard 
conditions as different then. There 
is also an inclination to figure that 
this year the film outlook is better, 
to the extent it may make vaude 
unnecessary or, if used, enhance its 
chances to make a showing at the 
box office. Last season the public 
stayed away because of the pictures, 
declare some execs, and vaude can 
no longer turn the trick alone. 

So far little use of Publix stages 
has been considered, aside from the 





regular consignment, of de luxe 
houses playing F. & M. or unit pres- 
entation policies. For some time, 
notably in New England, Publix has 
found amateur nights, or so-called 
local talent shows, a fairly success- 
ful policy. Throughout most of Mas- 
sachusetts the chain is playing 
such shows one day a week. 

The amateur one-night idea is de- 
clared notably all right in Salem, 
North Adams, Roxbury, Somerville, 
Dorchester, and Jamaica Plains. 

Vaude on a three-day basis is be- 
ing tried in Holyoke and Greenfield, 
but so far results do not indicate 
anything definite, it is said.. Spring- 
field, Mass., may try vaude later. 

Pennsylvania territory, where 
vaude once was used extensively, 
also has been given no decision. 











DIRECTION: 


¥ 


BALTIMOBE 


Mr. Johnny Hyde, 


Mayfair Theatre Bldg-, 
New York City. 


Dear Johnny:- 


your praise of this act. 
So 


IMR 3 LD 


says the same of— 


MENCHER, AL LEWIS. 


o/o William Morris Agency, 


RAPPAPORT THEATRES, INC. 


pODRO 
sF _ THEATRE i /s 


September 22, 1952. 


Referring further to our conversation 
regarding the SONGWRITERS ON PARADE, I quite agree 
with everything you said, only after playing them 
here, I feel that you were not emphatic enough in 


ngwritersa On Parade without a question 
was the greatest hit that has played this theatre 
in many months, both from a standpoint of performance 
and audience reaction, and is the t 
would not hesitate to bring 
near future, as the whole town is talking about ite 


Will see you on Tuesday. 


of act that I 


back again in the ve 





—and every manager in every theatre we’ve played 


“SONGWRITERS ON PARADE” 


CHARLIE TOBIAS, SIDNEY CLARE, PERCY WEN- 
RICH, VINCENT ROSE, AL SHERMAN, MURRAY 
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Wilkes-Barre has already reopened 
without it, while Scranton is sched- 
uled to resume whether with vaude 
or not has not been determined. 

Only spot in the east where Publix 
has been using vaudeville all sum- 
mer is the Scollay Square, Boston, 
booked by Laurence Golde of the 
William Morris office. For a time 


mount, Newark, but dropped there 
due to union trouble. 


Midwest Books 
Go Godfrey to 








RKO’s middle western vaudeville 
bookings, as booking head of the 
circuit, come to an end this week 
with Bill Howard taking over that 
authority. Change is concurrent 
with Nate Blumberg’s transfer to 
Chicago where the former New 
York divisional head will operate 
the mid-western RKO and Orpheum 
circuit theatres as far west as Den- 
ver. 

The reshuffling of books 
bookers reduces Godfrey’s activity 
considerably, leaving him in charge 
of eastern and southern vaudeville 
matters only. Besides booking the 
western time, Howard will have 
complete supervision over the the- 
atres he books and is superseded 
in authority only by Blumberg and 
Martin Beck. Godfrey’s direction 
of booking office matters will not 
extend to the middle western por- 
tion of Howard's book in any way. 

Towns thus affected are Chicago 
(Palace and State-Lake), Cleveland, 


Minneapolis, St. Louis, Akron, 
Youngstown, Cincinnati, Columbus 
and Kansas City. 

Minneapolis, St. Louis and the 


Chi State-Lake transfer to Howard 
from Phil Bloom’s book. Bloom, 
under Godfrey’s supervision, is re- 
duced to booking four southern RKO 
weeks—Dallas, San Antonio, Hous- 
ton and New Orleans. A short time 
ago Bloom was booking the entire 
west. 

In addition to the midwestern time, 
Howard will continue to buy the 
shows for Albany, Troy and Tor- 
onto. Toronto is also outside God- 
fery’s jurisdiction as the theatre 
there is owned by Mike Shea who 
insists that Howard supervise his 
shows. Shea has always refused to 
countenance interference from the 
booking office. - 


CUSHMAN’S OAKLAND TABS 


Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 

Wilbur Cushman will produce 
musical tabs at the Century, Oak- 
land, starting Oct. 3. House former- 
ly operated on a straight picture 
policy. 

Cushman will recruit 36 
here, 





people 





First Minstrels in 10 Yrs. 
Minneapolis, Sept. 26. 

A minstrel show, offered by the 
Southern Jubilee Minstrels, is the 
principal entertainment arranged 
for the annual radio show at the 
Auditorium this week. 

It will be the first minstrel show 





vaude was the policy at the Para- 


Howard at RKO 


George Godfrey’s supervision of 


} 


Route, 60 Wks.; Shows for RKO, Boston 


Addition of from four to six weeks, are for booking out of the New York 
of stage shows in Skouras upper| Office of F-M. A permanent m.c, 
. , ' type of show with a local Boston 

New York state houses is being} ,° , eas 
=| band is the outline. With F-M al- 


ale at te es ef 
planned and around eight weeks by ready serving the Publix Metropol- 


Fox West Coast. It will make 60/itan there, likely .hat consent of 


| weeks for Fanchon & Marco if offi- Publix to the move is necessary. In- 


cially okayea, the longest route in ; dications are that Publix will okay 


F-M’'s history. F-M /} 4s no conflict in shows is looked for 
|since Publix doesn’t bill F-M and 


had 50 weeks. 
F. & M. already serves RKO and designates latter’s shows as its own 


with a proposal] by RKO for F-M/|in that city. 

to produce especially for that circuit New time being added will give 
in Boston the F. & M. book will cov- | F. & M. around 18 weeks in the east, 
er close to 14 weeks out of a possi- 
ble 21 RKO weeks. 

The special shows planned for 
RKO at the Boston ineatre will be 
rotated for personal production su- 


Last season 





Cantor-Humphries 


Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 
Lew Cartor and Tink Humphries 


and | 





pervision between Jack Partington, 
Leon Leonidoff ond Eve 


Ross. Plans 


are formirg a producing 
ship. 





partner- 











to be seen here in 10 years. 











JOE 
TERMINI 


NOW IN HIS THIRD RETURN TO 


LONDON 








“Joe Termini, on next to closing, at the Palladium 
week of Aug. 15 was allotted 10 minutes. 
act, minus encores, consumes 16 mins. 
pelled Joe to jump into his comedy immediately, 
He stopped the show.” 


His full 
It com- 


“VARIETY” 








Aug. 15 Palladium 


Aug. 22 Palladium & Holborn 


Empire 


Sept. 5 Victoria Palace 


Sept. 12 Pavilion 
Sepi. 19 Pavilion 


AMERICA 


WEBER-SIMONS AGENCY 


LONDON 





ENGLAND 
FOSTER’S AGENCY 



































APPEARING NIGHTLY 
AT HIS OWN 


OPENED THURSDAY, 


“BROADWAY'S GIFT 
TO HOLLYWOOD” 





JEAN 


MALI 





ENTERTAINER EXTRAORDINARY 


New York Rep., JACK BERTELL 


CLUB NEW YORKER 


SEPTEMBER 22, 


6728 HOLLYWOOD BLVD., 
HOLLYWOOD, CAL. 


1932 


Thanks to BARNETT HYMAN, CHARLES ROSOFF 


and HAL WAYNE and His Orchestra 
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4n VARIETY 
By Jack 

ep HERES MY COPY 
PLEASE BRING IT BACK ALIVE 

Two New Homes 

Your columnist has the distinc- 
tion of moving into two new homes 
in a week. First is in West End 
avenue. Uf creditors are readings 
we're only kidding). The other 
happens to be our new desk in 
‘Variety's’ office right behind Ruth 
(Uncommon Chatter) Morris, prov- 


ing we're not altogether nuts, 
Our home overlooks the Hudson 


and our typewriter overlooks Pul- 
aski’s kisser, which is no cinch to 
overlook. We have never com- 
mented fully on the ‘Variety’ staff, 


when they're at work it’s like 
happy family. (X marks the 
where the typewriter was 
at us.) 


but 
one 
spot 
thrown 





Carroll's Compliments of '32 

Earl Carroll told us that one rea- 
son he engaged Milton Berle was 
because he reminded him of Oster- 
man. 

We asked Earl where ‘Vanities’ 
was going to open. He told us New- 
ark. so we urged him not to open 
there because Osterman always 
flopped in Newark. 





The Right Answer 
Billy Harris, 46th street’s well- 
dressed man, reports of the young 
man who went to Niagara Falls on 
his honeymoon. He wired his fa- 


ther: ‘Please send $500, it’s great 
here.’ 

And the old man _ telegraphed 
back: ‘It's great anywhere.’ 





Observation 
A sign appeared on a road read- 
ing, MEN WORKING. Underneath 
it someone had scribbled, QUIT 
BRAGGING. 





Allen’s Fantasy 

Fred Allen tells it. Once upon 
a time there was a girl and four 
boys who did an adagio act. The 
girl died and the family asked the 
boys to be pall bearers, They ac- 
cepted. 

The first two caught the casket, 


(Continued on page 54) 
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| PALACE’S MAGICIAN 





Blackstone Is First ‘és Headline at 
N. ¥. House Since Houdini 





starts four RKO east- 
lern weeks next week (1), at the 
| Palace, New York. He'll be the first 
act of the type to headline at the 
Palace since the late Harry Houdini 
last played there eight or nine years 
aco. 

Blackstone carries 19 people, in- 
cluding an advance man, and is 
salaried in the RKO theatres at 
$2,000. Mix Tishman is agenting. 


Blackstune 





| 


| Balto Union Pickets 
" Picketed Plenty Biz 


Toward Hon Nickels 





Baltimore, Sept. 26. 
Picketing is out with the local 
musicians union. It discovered that 
it’s effective stuff, but only for the 
other fellow. 


Union found that out when it 
started picketing Hon. Nickels’ local 
stock burley emporium, the Gayety, 
when that operator snapped away 
from the union two weeks 2go and 
slapped in a non-union outfit. 

Each evening, just befcre show 
time, the ex-pit men of he house 
grabbed a truck and began driving 
around and around the theatre, 
while the truck bore signs of ap- 
propriate character calling attention 
to the fact that after some 20 years 





50% AFTER FILM COSTS 
FOR NEW JERSEY VAUDE 


The Ronson, Newark, is trying 
vaudeville on a percentage basis, 
leaving it up to the stage show to 
earn its bread. House has a con- 
tract with Jack Linder for 12 weeks 
under which he supplies a show of 
five acts for the three-day week- 
ends. 

Bit for the show is 50% of the 
gross after film rental deduction. 
First show went in last Friday (23). 
Two other houses have also start- 
ed with Linder, the Rialto, Pough- 
keepsie, N. Y., taking five acts four 
days a week, starting today (Tues- 





day), and the Sanders, Brooklyn, 
five on Fridays-Saturdays. This 
house, playing acts for the first 


time, also dusted off its stage last 
Friday (23). 


Barger Says No—Twice 


Chicago, Sept. 26. 

No deal is on or pending between 
Nathan S. Barger, burlesque oper- 
ator, and Frank Rivers on behalf of 
Mrs. Caroline Kohl with regard to 
the Academy theatre here. Barger 
states he will continue as lessee of 
the house, which he vacated when 
moving his burlesque around the 
corner to the larger Star and Gar- 
ter. 

Rivers’ name was mentioned as a 
new partner of Barger’s. Another 
report spiked by Barger is that the 
Academy will run vaudeville. House 
opens in October with straight pic- 
tures, Barger hiring a film showman 
to book and operate, as he is un- 
familiar with film row. 


Empire’s Prov. Week 














Izzy Herk’s Empire wheel gets 
another full week Oct. 3 when Sol 
Meyers returns the Modern, Provi- 
dence, to burlesque. Date will fall 





Talking— 
Listen DeVito and Denny and Dot 
Stevens—What did the absent-mind- 
ed man say to the Dentist? 











in between Worcester and Brooklyn 
on the route, ‘Empire Girls’ will do 
the opening honors, 

Same Providence house was on 
the Mutual wheel last season under 





different management, 
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MANAGER 


MANAGER 


the Gayety had split with the union. 
The truck crew played music to 
call attention to the truck, and just 
before show time they inched by 
the house front playing the ‘Funeral 
March.’ 

But business at the burley was 

good. After some seven or eight 
days of it the union gave the picket- 
ing up as a bad job. And the night 
it quit in discouragement, the re- 
ceipts at the house dropped like a 
hunk of lead. 
The muggs on the streets, who 
didn't quite get the point of the 
musical truck, piping only the sign 
of the theatre, are still asking them- 
selves why Nickels dropped that 
swell ballyhoo. 





GAYETY, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Sept. 22. 


There may be some hope for bur- 
lesque, at that. And the hope lies 
in the fact that the burleycue man- 
agers themselves are expressing 
dissatisfaction with the way burley 
has been going the past few years, 
and are now admittedly trying to 
get some different angles into the 
business. 

One example of this changing 
point of view is the switch in the 
type of shows at this house, where, 
after a long association with the 
Herk wheels, Hon Nickels is play- 
ing stock. It is the idea of Nickels 
that stripping has shot its best 
years, and that the ‘newer’ burley 
will not uncover as much epidermis 
as in the past. 

But, on the other hand, take an- 
other stock house operator, N. S. 
Barger of Chicago. Barger has re- 
cently instituted his ‘newer bur- 
lesque’ with the thought that the 
public is sick of the outhouse com- 
edy. He has, as the result, cleaned 
up his dialog to the point of com- 
plete inoffensiveness. But he’s strip- 
ping the femmes down to the final 
string. 

Now, if some operator would come 
along and eliminate both stripping 
and dirty dialog, maybe burlesque 
would stand some chance of re- 
habilitation. As it stands, the 
changing attitudes of the various 
burley men throughout the country 
merely prove the point that the bur- 
lesque master minds are agreed that 
something is wrong, but just can’t 
agree on what it is. 

Don’t mention to Nickels that he’s 
running stock. He has labeled it 
Progressive Burlesque, and if any- 
body wants to know who he’s 
hooked up with, it’s Progressive 
Burlesk, 

Most of the principals are coming 
out of Chicago at present, at least 
at this house. And those blackouts 
must be sticking to the principals, 
because Chicago heard last year the 
same gags this town is getting now. 
It’s due to the importation of such 
stock Chi burley performers as 
Nadja, Jack Montague, Sidney 
Ficlds, Vi Buckley. Others in the 
present show, which is called ‘In- 
sanities,’ with the presentation list- 
ed under Merle Carrol, are Svd 
Burke, Frank Murphy, Joan Lester, 
Jean Fox, Harry Rose, Don Armo- 
and, Tony Lanasa, Bea Rogers and 
the Dancing Carrolls. And of course, 
the featured ~“-dy, Mary Jane of 
Hollywood, but her stripping is held 
down under the new code Nickels 
has arranged for the new type of 
burlesque. Of the performers, the 
two leads in comedy, Montague and 
Fields, are standouts. They are a 
couple of genuine performers. With 
proper material these two boys 
could mean something. 

As for the show, it veers toward 
the musical comedy type of presen- 
tation rather than revue, and that 
phase appears to be the one real 
trend in burlesque at _ present. 
Worked in are the blackouts and | 
some of the muddiest lines heard 
anywhere. It gets down to triple 
entendre, that isn’t double meaning 
after all, but just smirking dirt. 

Gayety is this year drawing op- 
position from the Palace, up-street, 
where Herk’s Empire shows are 
rolling along. But the odds are all 
in favor of Nickels and his Gayety. 
This house has the overwhelming 
advantage of site, right in the heart 
of a district that’s long associated 
with burley. Ia this town when 





they think of burlesque they think 


BROWX INDIES’ VAUDE 


2 Houses Assume Actse—Others 
Waiting to Tab Resulte 








Independent exhibitors im the 
Bronx may’ go in stronger for 
vaudeville this year as a result of 
the stiff opposition among houses on 
film, difficulties over protection, etc. 

Fleetwood, at 165th street and 
Morris avenue, is the latest to try 
out vaude as atonic. It put in four 
acts on first halves Saturday (24), 
A. & B. Dow booking. On Friday 
(30), Consolidated’'s Willis Ave. 
starts split week vaude. 

Other Bronx exhibitors are wait- 
ing to see what the Willis and 
Fleetwood do. 


Burlesque as Name 
Dropped to Attract 
Women and Children 


Syracuse, Sept. 26. 

Victor W. Frank, former assistant 
manager of Loew's State, and for a 
short time house manager at the 
Dewitt during a Sanford Skinner 
dramatic stock season, will pilot the 
Ritz for Nathan L. Robbins when 
the revaniped and renamed Syra- 
cuse theatre opens next Saturday 
with a combination burlesque-films 
policy. 
Burlesyue will be masked as ‘Col- 
umbia revue’ in an attempt to win 
feminine and juvenile patronage. 
Nat C. Haines will produce the stock 
offerings, using a permanent chorus 
of 16 and rotating 12 principals. 
Bills will change Saturday and 
Wednesdays. Some first-runs will 
be shown on the screen, but bulk 
of films will be without regard to 
to runs. 
House will be scaled from a dime 
to 30ce. 


UPSTATE HOUSE DROPS 
RKO FOR INDIE BOOKER 


Rialto, Glens Falls, N. Y., switches 
to the independent Arthur Fisher 
office for vaudeville bookings, Oct. 
6, after trying RKO bills for a 
month. 

Present policy of five acts on last 
halves will continue under Fisher's 
booking. 

















of the Gayety, and that’s an ad- 
vantage that will count. 

Nickels is running non-union, and 
holding up well both backstage and 
in the pit, though there’s really no 
criterion for burlesque music. House 
is freshened up excellently, and 
gaudied up to copy as closely as 
possible the outside dressing of 
Minsky’s Republic in New York. 

At two-a-day here at his 75c and 
$1 top, Nickels is set for his 20th 
season, and what with his grind 
Embassy and the new gas station 
he’s sticking up on the site of the 
old Folly burley, he should end the 
year on the sunny side of the ave- 
nue, 


Only Principals 
Travel on New 


$-Wk. Chi Wheel 


Chicago, Sept. 26. 

New co-operative united bur- 
lesque wheel with Chicago as the 
hub and Des Moines, Cincinnati, 
Kansas City, Columbus, Minneap- 
olis, Milwaukee, and Detroit as 
spokes, is getting started slowly. 
Several houses opened last week 
and the rest this week. Business 
was not particularly encouraging at 
the getaway. 

Arthur Clamage, Chicago and De- 
troit burlesque operator, is the 
nominal head of the wheel, but with 
all houses locally owned and con- 
trolled and simply agreeing to ac- 
cept the rotating principals that 
will play all the houses. 

Milton Schuster books 10 prin- 
cipals and two vaudeville acts for 
each of the eight stands. Chorus 
and production staffs do not travel. 
It’s about the same setup as em- 
ployed by the Mutual wheel when 
railroad fares started to look like 
an operatic deficit. 

Comics thus far booked include 
Watson and Cohan, Billy ‘Bumps’ 
Mack, Vic Plant, I. B. Hamp, Sam 
Mitchell, Benny Moore, Bert Carr, 
Bozo Snyder, Sammy Weston 


Indie Bookers Even Quit 
Whispering, It’s So Tough 


Independent vaudeville bookers 
are beginning to exercise the great- 
est secrecy concerning houses they 
are to book. They say that the 
sharpshooting by the opposition is 
forcing them to work under cover 
as much as possible. Theatre men 
are becoming so fed up on solicita- 
tion they’re complaining about it. 

One of the leading indie bookers 
was told by an upstate exhib he 
could count on booking the house 
in a few weeks. Booker happened 
to mention it in his office, and 
within four days the manager was 
visited by 13 different agents try- 











ing to wean the house away. 
THEATRICAL 


& Mi TRUNKS 


NATHAN TRUNK CO. 

133 W. 45th St. (Nr. B’way), New York 

1,000 Used Trunks Always on Hand 
Tel. Bryant 9-0651 








DeVITO ano DENNY 


And DOT STEVENS 


Can answer that Ryan and Noblette. 

The Dentist said to the absent- 
minded man—Will you have gas? 

A. M. Man—Sure, better look at 
my oil too. 
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Miss Lyons starts the 
in Chicago. 
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Reprinted From ‘Variety’ 


Tuesday, September 20, 1932 


Collette Lyons’ Renewal 


Publix has picked up a four-week option on 
Collette Lyons, from vaudeviile, following an 
original two weeks booking. 
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added month Sept. 23 
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| ATTENTION ! 
| BOB NELSON’S 


“NIGHT COURT” 


A new, original idea in cafe entertainment. 

Wanted, class spot in Sutton Place district. Basement or first 
floor preferably. 

Also want real live business partner with little cash; no phonies. 
Idea solely my own: copywritten in Washington, in hands of my 
attorney. Pirates, lay off. 


For particulars see BOB NELSON, CLUB LIDO GARDENS 
52D STREET AND SEVENTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 
OPENING TUESDAY, SEPT. 
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- PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


The Par figured that 
Venus,’ its current Dietrich film at- 
would carry for a hold- 


‘Blonde 


traction, 


over. 
Jess the terrific personal pull of the 
Teutonic star overcomes the large 
handicaps which are so obviously 
on view at the Par currently. 

Handicaps are double. Goes as 
much for the stage portion as the 
celluloid’s shortcomings. 

A tedious presentation, which 
Boris Petroff labels ‘Looking Back- 
ward,’ it will also have a ditto effect 
on the gross. When they walk out 
ragging everything about the show, 
with particular emphasis on the 
stage end, that’s not going to make 
for any word-of-mouth, save nega- 
tively. 

Like all a.k. presentations, only 
skillful artistry can offset the slow- 
ness of the old-time song and dance 
stuff. Just winding it up with a 
Harlem torso-tossing finale doesn’t 
do the trick. The Ballet des Nuits 
Noires is the Frenchy label for the 
usual line of girls (still David 
Bines’), with the ‘dark nights’ alone 
possibly referring to Hall Johnson 
che. 

* at mixed singing combo could- 
n't follow itself after starting off 
with ‘St. Louis Blues.’ Yet it needed 
that hotcha Handy introductory to 
command attention as the spiritual 
stuff wouldn’t have done the trick. 
On the other hand, the subsequent 
choral work let down after the blues 
take-off. John and Edna Torrence 
officiated in the finale with their 
dance double, which ran to eccentric 
rhythmania. 

Ray Bolger headed the stage show 
and while relied on to carry the 
works, he overstayed and outwore 
his welcome for no fault but that 
of a short show wanted to make up 
for what it was cheating on. 

After those benefit bills they've 
been giving ’em at the Paramount 
and the Capitol, the inevitable had 
to happen. It was only a matter of 
time when they’d stop being able to 
follow themselves. And while the 
Par obviously curtailed its presen- 
tation budget with knowledge afore- 
thought, relying as it did on the 
Dietrich film for the lodestone, it 
evidences its error as regardless of 
the alleged strength of the film 
they're still expecting ultra enter- 
tainment on the rostrum. This is 
evidenced by ‘Grand Hotel’ at the 
Capitol which stays but 15 days, al- 
though expected to last three and 
possibly four weeks. Apparently, 
they’re not dishing up those 94c. 
admishes just for a film, especially 
after having been trained contrari- 
wise. 

Rubinoff’s ‘Overturesque,’ a med- 
ley of overtures, wasn't particularly 
inspired. ‘Poet and Peasant’ is bad 
enough, but when you drag in ‘Wil- 
liam Tell’ and snatches of all the 
other overdone overtures into a 
medley, regardless of the tricky ar- 
rangement, it’s not palatable. 

The Jesse Crawfords at the twin 
eonsoles had Richard Dennis, tenor, 
and Sylvia Miller, soprano, assist- 
ing with the vocal interludes of the 
old-time songs. That got tiresome 
after a while. 

The Par’s gross this week, if it’s 
anything unusual, will have to be 
credited to Dietrich’s draw in a 
weak film. Abel. 


ROXY 


New York, Sept. 22. 
Budget or no budget, the Roxy 
this week has assembled a _ fast 
and attention-riveting stage show, 
packed with action, specialty, color 
and novelty. Layout may lack the 


strengeth for the marquee that 
brings ‘em in, but the entertain- 
ment itself delivers generously. 


Opening night of the new bill found 
a close-to-capacity crowd down- 
stairs and in the mezzanine, sug- 
gesting that with the help of George 
Arliss on the screen Roxy regulars 
are beginning to drift back. 

Presentation is typical of the 
Roxy technique at its best as to 
staging. For one thing, it has the 
characteristic Roxy novelty smash, 
a startling lighting effect that puts 
a new punch behind the well-worn 
adagio dance display. Staging is a 
little heavy on scenic garnishment, 
but the exaggeration is toned down 
by sprightly action on the stage. 

Opens with a splendid scenic bit 
of a pirate’s ship deck peopled by 
picturesque buccaneers, all sil- 
houetted before a brilliant sky ef- 
fect. Picture merely furnishes 
background for a number by the 
choir led by Charles Carver, bass. 
Ends briskly in a spirited session 
of Arabian acrobatics by a troup of 
six men, the Beehee Rubyatte Co., 
in pyramid building and bizarre 
whirls and twisting somersaults. 
Altogether a brisk interlude. 

Undersea bailet by the Roxyettes 
dressed up in trailing robes, stream- 
ers for seaweed and the long silver 
tresses of mermaids. Mild if grace- 
ful ballet work with much arm- 
waving. 

Another splash of pictorial color 
in the pirates’ cave after a tenor 
solo by Joseph Griffin to fill the gap. 
More medleys of gay costumes and 
scarfs, with the vocal chorus as a 
background of song. Ensemble 


That seems hardly likely un- 


| supplies a vivid backing for a fast 
succession of specialties. In order, 
they are Karavaieff, the Russian 
dancer who blends such incon- 
gruous elements as vodka whirls 
with buck and winging; the Bred- 
wins, a fascinating male trio of 
| acrobatic clowns with an odd knack 
iof infusing their actual acrobatic 
=— with antics that belong strictly 
within the specialty, and finally 
| Mitzi Mayfair, the girl with the as- 
tonishingly graceful control kicks. 
Finale of the interlude is another 
; ensemble dance bit with the dancers 
waving silken scarfs ravished from 
a huge treasure chest. 

At the curtain three figures de- 
tach themselves from the mob and 


are down front, being suddenly re- 
vealed with a shift of lights as 
three brightly luminous dancers 


standing out vividly from a dead 
black background. Trio revolve 
themselves into an adagio trio, two 
men and a girl, identified as Ayres 
and Rene and Co., with B. Rasch. 
They are dressed in the most bril- 
liant of reds and greens, which seem 
to supply their own light without 
reference to any source of illumi- 
naticn. Punch of the adagio is that 
-the fiying girl remains poised in 
the air. Technique is that of the 
old ‘black art,’ support coming from 
a third handler masked entirely in 
black and invisible, but the effect 
is striking. Here it was a huge ap- 
plause winner and a highlight of 
the performance. 

Final episode is an elaborate tin- 
sel affair, recalling the effects once 
familiar at the Paramount, whence 
came Frank Cambria to the Roxy. 
Ensemble is posed on stairs, with a 
huge birdcage as the center of the 
elaborate design, from which issues 
Miss Mayfair for more of her front 
and back control kicking. There is 
another song number by Griffin, a 
riotous tap routine by the Three 
Black Pearls, negro male trio, and 
for the semi-finale a typical pre- 
cision number by the Roxyettes, a 
highly agreeable display, the girls 
in brief but trig ruffled dresses. 

‘A Suecessful Calamity’ (WB) 
with George Arliss on the screen, 
a Terry-toon Rhythm’ cartoon, 
newsreel, and for overture ‘Caval- 
leria Rusticana,’ which is no nov- 
elty, but as played by the Roxy 
orchestra the occasion of a really 
sincere ovation. Rush. 


STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 


If the ghosts of Hi Henry, Prim- 
rose and West, Lew Dockstader, Al 
G. Fields and ‘Honey Boy’ Evans 
were hovering around the State's 
auditorium on opening day to get a 
look at the revived ‘Georgia Min- 
strels,’ they probably waited until 
the opening chorus died out before 
spreading their astral wings and 
flapping over to the Paramount to 
get a load of Bing Crosby. 

Fanchon & Marco’s production of 
the ‘Georgia Minstrels,’ outside of 
the costumes and scenery, shows 
nothing original. On the opening 
the minstrel tableau is a change 
from F & M’s seeming endless chain 
of girl presentations. Unfolding of 
the presentation is a repetition of 
singing and dancing. Comedy from 
the end men is pretty sour, all of 
the comics working in a strictly 
Toby manner. 

First part is the regular minstrel 
horseshoe. Latter half is a levee 
scene. In each a 12-piece colored 
band works in the background. Le 
Roy Prinz’ staging is fair consider- 
ing the material he had at hand. 
Presentation, due to the memories 
it may bring, will please the elders 
in the audience, but for the flaps 
and such it’s no go. Second part 
is a repetition of the first in front 
of a different background. 


One olio act is the show’‘s sock, 
the Three Gobs, colored hoofers, 
with some well-timed comedy. Trio 
trot out some mean military and 
off-rhyhtm tapping to hurry music 
throughout. Fast music and tap- 
ping was suffictent of a pulse quick- 
ener at their finish to hold up the 
show. Their work would have 
looked better but for a poor bit of 
placing, which had the Three Geor- 
gia Browns, a similar dancing trio, 
working in the minstrel fore part. 
Latter hoofers are gmateurs com- 
pared with the Gobs. 

‘Georgia Minstrels,’ originally 
owned by Richards & Pringle, and 
still carrying their name, was 
bought by Arthur Hockwald 15 
years ago. Hockwald has been play- 
ing the colored troupe up and down 
the coast for several years. Last 
season he dropped the outfit, but 
several weeks ago sold the idea to 
F&M. Personnel, with the excep- 
tion of the end men, is about the 
same as when it was out as a show. 


End men are recruited from local 
colored burlesque. 
As an important chapter in the 


history of the American theatre, the 
minstrel show is much better as a 
memory than the current entertain- 
ment. 

‘Pack Up Your Troubles’ (MGM), 
Laurel and Hardy feature, is the 
main screen attraction, with Hearst 
News clips rounding out the per- 
formance. Business below average 
Thursday evening, despite the min- 
strel parade on Broadway as a bally. 
Parade will be featured in all towns 

%ath. 











PARADISE, BRONX 


Bronx, N. Y., Sept. 24. 
Everything looks and sounds vo- 
ho-de-do and hi-de-di here this 
week. 
unit for the Capitol, the Loew pen- 
cilmen changed their minds 
decided to make 


After originally spotting the | 


and 
the move of Cab} 


Calloway and the Cotton Club floor | 


show from Harlem uptown 
of downtown to Broadway. Re- 
percussion from both the audience 
and at the boxoffice on the first two 
days of the engagement attested to 
the fact that the pencilmen in re- 
vising things have done swell by 
this Grand Concourse deluxer. 


instead | 


Turnstile on the opening day, | 
Friday, tolled off a considerably 
above average tally, and Saturday 


matinee found them stacked back 
into the uppermost reaches and the 
incoming pace as strong as any 
previous Saturday since the house, 
seven weeks ago, went in for a 


policy of multiple stage names on a} |, °° 


single bill. 

Highest figure tabbed during this 
stretch has been around $38,000 and 
there is every indication that the 
Cab Calloway retinue will come at 


least within three grand of this 
level. Screen package for the week 
combines ‘Blessed Event’ (WB) 


with a splicing of news clips. 

It’s the first theatre date for the 
Cotton Club whirligig as a com- 
plete unit, giving all evidences of 


being a case of compact literal 
transplanting from the _ cabaret 
arena to the Paradise boards. 


Therein lies its only weakness, for 
as a footlight presentation it is 
loaded down with easily glimmed 
technical deficiencies. Its numbers 
are loosely dovetailed and poorly 
balanced from the variety angle. 
That drive and pace and smooth 
running cohesiveness seem lacking, 
but at no time during the 67-min- 
utes of song, dance and instru- 


; news 


} 





mental interludes did the proceed- | 


ings resemble anything that could 
be classified as dull. ‘ 

Way the payees reacted at the 
initial Saturday performance every- 
thing was hotsy-totsy. Calloway 
deferred taking the spot with his 
band until toward the end of the 
festivities. Good piece of itemizing 
that. For after all he and his tune 
exercising cohorts sum up as the 
center of the affair. Calloway and 
his ladgifed them three numbers 
and eaéth brought a blast of ap- 
proval from the coves around the 
projection booth straight down to 
the ringside, with ‘Reefer Man’ par- 
ticularly sustaining that palmy gale 
for a full two minutes after the last 
note. 

Brought along with the floor ex- 
travaganza were 22 specialty work- 
ers and a bevy of 12 sizzling streaks 
of sepia. Only three exhibits are 
alloted to the line, but that jungle 
number alone, with the art of torso- 
tossing as here unlimbered not far 
removed from ‘ne original can-can, 
was enough to establish them as an 
important part of the event. Buck 
and wing ensemble, spotted on the 
introduction, uncorked several 
flashes of standout individual talent 
among this fast-moving collection. 

Among the dancing specialists, in 
a show overladen with terpsy abil- 
ity of the first order, who struck 
off top applause honors were Cora 
LaRed, the Four Blazes, Pete, 
Peaches and Duke, Leonard Ruffin, 


Henry Wessels and the hilarious 


half-pint girl comic billed as ‘Little 
Bits.” Aida Ward, star of ‘Black- 


birds,’ moved through*her warbling 
moments with finesse and sureness 


that netted her heaps of apprecia- 
tion. Of the production bits choice 


acclaim went to that nifty buildup 


around ‘Minnie the Moocher’s Wed- 
ding Day.’ Odec. 


WARFIELD, FRISCO 


San Francisco, Sept. 22. 
Warf’s presentations, as staged by 
Peggy O'Neill, have struck a high 
percentage since that producer took 


over the reins here, and upward | 


climb of stage quality has doubtless- 
ly influenced the accompanying 
boost in grosses. 

Though screen fare is decidedly 
off this session with a horse opry, 


biz is holding to an okay average. | 


And stage show considerably 
perior to last week’s with—and this 


|is what counts—a lower budget. 


Shaw and Lee headline, drawing 
perhaps biggest laughs the tough 
Warfield customers have handed out 
in some time. 


Lucille Sisters have as a punch | Studio to sing in an imayinative 


an imitation of the Duncan girls. 
Open with an ultra-sweet southern 
song numbah, then change on stage 
to the Topsy and Eva makeups, in- 
cluding blackface. Over fair. 
Terrell and Fawcett, recent team- 
up between Terrell of the Terrill- 
Hanley twain and Jimmy Fawcett, 
have a flock of knockabout acro- 
batic tricks. Still somewhat rough, 
but ought to whip into shape with 
a few more dates under the belt. 
Jess Stafford’s band, in fifth week 


with one more to go, has two tunes. | them 


First has Charlie Blanc tenoring in 
nice voice. Good hands on both. 
Line of 16 girls does three num- 
bers, one of which, a precision rou- 
tine, taps the bell, and garners for 


the gals best hand they’ve had since | in the singing bee. 


coming to the Warfield. 


su- | 
'son and 
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NEWSREELS 








TRANSLUX 


quarter, | 
scoops the other 
week but again where the 
actually pulsates in one it 
drags in the other. 

Instead of going into the library 
for flashes of famous footba!! plays 


most for a 
Neither theatre 


and tackles of yesteryear, Pathe 
gets around to Harvard, Yale, | 
Princeton and Notre Dame and 


gives the Luxer audiences a slant 


on what to expect for ‘32. Embassy | 
also does get some new views on} 
Dame, Columbia and N. Y. U., but 


takes the edge off these by devoting 
the primary footage to ancient his- | 
tory. 

Street corner campaigning of Cor- 
nelius V. Whitney, abetted by his 
wife, is not without that satirical 
touch for which the Luxer is becom- 
ing noted. After terrific efforts on 
their parts to be democratic the 
cameraman closes the clip with the 
flash of an urchin’s smirk. 

Radio City’s endeavors to be, 
scholarly, even to the _ point of | 
awarding laborers with framed cita- | 
tions, is not without a grin for| 
some in the audience. Value of the 
subject is that it serves to intro- 
duce Nelson Rockefeller to the pub- 





lic. 
Luxer figured the Ghandi fast 
more important than the Hoover 


plea for country relief, so it led off 
with the India subject. Both the- 
atres went into their libraries for 


EMBASSY 


This hovwse now turning people} Embas Hloove cVef 
away From observation there 18 | cam ? od }y of the 
jevery reasom to believe that if the) Presid plea ved } hes 
i'smaller theatre next door, which; of and sentences from X«: on Db 
|was darkened for the summer, were | Baker, Rey Chapin, } : \ ing 
|}re-opened with a duplicate program and Thomas Lamont Right afier 
each week it also would enjoy pa- that comes More petition ma .erial 
| tronage. in the form of the New York parade 
| It is not the short subjects which | of firemen and policemen ard com- 
|are bringing people in. These shoris' ment about proceeds of the eball 
j}are months old. But, tacked on to | game by Mayor Mckee 
an excellently edited newsreel pro-| Three magazines get sc een ad- 
gram, they provide a combination | veriising of a more or less lezit- 
which is already selling people on imate nature. If Al Smith d esn't 
ithe stem that the Luxer gives the! sell every copy of his first issue of 


the Outlook than it won't be his or 


the Embassy's fault. Litersry Di- 
,gest’s presidential poll is too early 
to mean anything, but the maga- 


zine gets a chance to hammer in 


several times that it is always ac- 
curate. Lastly, Harper's ta vaar 
takes credit for the fashion clip. 
Nothing was mentioned about the 
Sat. Eve. Post. 

Plucsing the Hotel Astor reof is 


getting to be a weekly event at the 
Embassy. Latest has to do with 
the Howards and a strip from 
‘Ballyhoo.’ 

Excellert clip, and the most com- 
plete of those so far seen on this 
subject, is F-H's coverage of noise- 


makers in the NBC headquarters. 
Laughs are plenty. 

Cantors rehearsing for the Jew- 
ish holidays provide a worthwhile 


topical subject. Voices covering dif- 
ficult octaves are well recorded. 


Familiar scenes. re-visited  in- 
clude: Mussolini on the platform; 
Coney Island in New York and 


Japan; U. S. Navy in Shanghai; 
Berlin boys and girls; U. S. Cavalry 
practice. 

Both theatres had the presenta- 
tion of the Marne monument by the 
American Ambassador to France; 
American Legion convention; Cali- 
fornia lion farm; N. Y. post office 
auction; amateur golf; Gar Wood 
breaking speed record. Waly. 








familiar views of Mahatma, with re- 


porter recording bringing these up| wrestling; GAR encampment: Babe 


to date. 

This week the Embassy passed up 
Roosevelt while Pathe covered his 
outline for railroads. 

Other Luxer clips included: Horse 
monument in Yonkers; London 


| Ruth on the mend; Colorado bridge 
, painting; Paris kids singing: 
| Kaiser strolling on the beach; new 
fire fighting device; trick motor- 
;eycle; young walrus;’man landing 
|from a plane on an auto. Waly, 





ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Sept. 24. 

Its first stage attraction of indis- 
putable local popularity in two 
months would ordinarily give the 
Oriental the best week since the 
summer sequence of headliners end- 
ed. But the screen holds a weak 
sister, ‘Hat Check Girl (Fox), 80 
the aforesaid indisputable favorite, 
Ted Weems, will probably not chalk 
up any rotund grosses. 


As ane entertainment Weems 
whammed. It’s billed as Weems’ 
maiden stage appearance. Weems 


has been a hotel and ballroom at- 
traction for years, but has eschewed 
the footlights. Meanwhile he has 
matured musically, showmanly, and 
many-sidedly until today he is pre- 
senting an orchestra that can play 
stage dates with the best of them. 
Few orchestras could step from a 
ballroom onto a stage and deliver a 
show as punchy as smooth, as self- 
confident, as Weems and his boys 
plus Andrea Marsh gave at the Ori- 
ental (New Acts). 

In view of the generous length of 
the band epilog the rest of the show 


was too long. Since Chilton and 
Thomas were well-nigh on _ the 


point of collapse from exhaustion, 
they probably wouldn't regard the 
pruning knife as unwelcome. Their 
routines are all wearer-outers and 
the man especially was limp from 
fatigue opening day. 

Collette Lyons, with George Sny- 
der supplying the anchorage, in- 
gratiated herself for an easy win 
and plenty of smirks. Fuller, Raw- 
Dorval in ‘one’ clowned, 
mostly with Indian clubs, for an en- 
dorsement that establishes their 





utility for picture parlors. Deane 
Janis, she of the much photographed 
torso, came from Columbia's radio 


street scene tableau devised by the 
resourceful Leonidoff. This was ex- 
tremely effective theatricalism. A 
large frame set high in the air and 
masked in with black presented a 
sorrowful gal singing under a traffic 
light which kept changing realis- 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, Sept. 24. 

Fanchon & Marco's ‘School Days,” 
a Gus Edwards Idea, is on for the 
current week with ‘Painted Wom- 
;an’ (Fox). Stage unit can't over- 
come the screen weakness. Which 
expJains the trouble with the house 
mostly, aside from bad operating 
judgment as entertained by bank- 
ers. Saturday, change day, biz was 
away off. 

Unit has color, girls and talent. 
The 14 kids, all over big, together 
or alone, but there was no cohesion 
of numbers when caught. 


Gus Edwards conceived the piece. 
Harry Gourfain directed and Jack 
Partington supervised. The piece 
is one of the several F. & M. units 
which the organization is building 
in the east for new eastern time. 
Previously, ‘School Days’ played 
New Haven for the Arthur- Poli cir- 
cuit. 


Freddy Craig, Jr.. comes out for 
a memory test exhibition. Craig is 
over big and his stuff is extremely 
worthwhile. Curious enough, he of- 
fers a serious punch to the proceed- 
ings, and almost covered up the 
tampering which was so clearly 
evidenced with other numbers of 
the unit. 

Appearing in the 
Craig are Milton Douglas, Betty 
Gregg, Mary Price, Billy Morosco, 
Charlie Meyers, O’Connor Brothers, 
Solly Ayres, Edna Sedgwick, Pope 
and Thompson, Sue St. John, Mu- 





unit besides 


riel Moran, Buster and Dorothy 
Keim, Arlette Young and Estelle 
Heleski., 

All okay in specialties and en- 


semble work. Looks like the O’Con- 
nor Brothers were the pair in that 
sax duet. The meagre crowd in the 
house when caught gave the kids a 
big hand. They also went big for 
Douglas. In this single piece where 
he utilized an audience plant, prob- 
ably Solly Ayres. No stage an- 
nouncements to indicate which 
Douglas, however, should attempt a 








tically as she developed ‘Big City 
Blues.” 

Leonidoff previously showed his 
skilled hand in an opening produc- | 
tion number that discovers the cho- 
rus all in one big bed and follows 
through their daily dozen up 


ito the morning cup of coffee. 


| consecutive 


} 


‘Heritage of Desert’ (Fox) is the 


outdoor saga. Pitts-Todd comedy 


and Hearst newsreel complete the | the 
Bock. 


iyocalist, 


show. 


| veale d the gentleman in 


Preston Sells appears to have 2 | 
love affair on with ‘A Shanty in Old | 
Shanty Town,’ which for the second 
week was incorporated 

Leon Bloom led 
through a para- | 
Eves,’ which re- 
charge of 
being cuite a 

Lana 


trenchmen 
‘Dark 


the 12 
phrase on 


bass violin as 


more spontaneous mien. 


Gags used are ancient and pur- 
loined from other wisecrackers of 
the stage. But they're the kind that 
linlanders and vaude audiences like 
generally. A couple, however, bor- 
;} der on the ‘blue’ for this kid type 
of entertainment. The unit could 


stand their elimination. 
With the obvious tampering tnat 


|is going on with the F. & M. shows 


locally by the house management, 
it’s hard to figure fully the prob- 
able attracting power of the piece. 
Individually the kids show up okay. 
Piece has comedy. The sets and 


(Continued on page 44) 
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TED WEEMS ORCHESTRA (16) 
35 Mins.; Full 
Oriental, Chicago 


Ted Weems is marked as a 
bandsman about to arrive in a big 
way. He has always been a come! 
in the local setup as a dance and 
radio attraction from Trianon ball- 
room. He has been busy all the 


while developing his boys until with 
his first introduction to stage work 
a@ remarkably able and graceful 
debut resulted at the B&K Oriental. 

At least five or six of the crew 
are entertainers of pronounced abil- 
ity, and that is the foundation for 
a versatility that is sure-combus- 
tion. But beside Parker Gibbs, Red 
Ingle, Andrea Marsh and others 
whose names were muffed Weems 
has basically a capital musical or- 
ganization. It is not one of those 
hoke bands that can do everything 
from weight-lifting to trampoline 
except play music. The foundation 
is there, and consequently with his 
advent to theatrical experience, 
previously lacking, Weems is in an 
enviable position. 

He is due to get the Canada Dry 
account on the air Nov. 1 and to 
move to New York, where he is not 


particularly well known’ except 
through phonograph records and 
his Chicago popularity. AS a 


,TOM PATRICOLA and C@. (6) 
| Singing, Dancing 

| 23 Mins.; Full 

| Palace, N. Y. 
Patricola has a nicé Salaxy of 
' foils for his current rn to offset 
his effervescent manne#sms and de- 
livers solidly through®ut the time 
he’s on. What's @pecially nice 
about his act is that he has good, 
capable people in Bis company, but 
doesn’t lay down himself to let 
them do the work. 

The ‘dancing fool’ is still every bit 
the dancer he alWays was, and still 
every bit the maniac. He has no 
trouble from the first minute and 
reaches back for his flat-backed 
mandolin fora number just to make 
sure. 

Wheeler Twins are a couple of 
tallish girls who do a neat dance 
solo early in the proceedings and 
wind up with a very hot bit with 
Tom at the end. Andy and Louise 
Carr are another good dance team, 
doing three numbers nicely, although 
perhaps one of the three might have 
been dropped. Barbarina is an 
Amazonian lassie whose prime im- 
portance seems to be that she can 
dance while a pup strolls about her 
body. The pup is good, too. 

Kavuf. 











vaudeville act he takes immediate 
rank with the best in entertain- 
ment and should subsequen‘ly ex- 
pand as a personality. 

Weems uses rather odd instru- 
mentation. Two pianos, two tubas, 
two guitars, two violins, full .tim- 
pani, and the remainder brass reeds. 
There is less of the usual type of 
instrument-switching, although in 
‘The One-Man Band,’ novelty num- 
ber originated and developed into a 
Chicago standard by Weems, the 
boys pump air into all sorts of 
musical devices. 

A point that will.be appreciated 
by more fastidious audiences is the 
neatness and clean-cut aspect of 

“ the entire personnel, A suave con- 
tralto, Miss Marsh, is included. 
Weems individually is smartly 
turned out sartorially, speaks easily 
and clearly, and has poise. 

Band landed on its first theatre 
booking with a solid sock. Land, 





THE RADIO ROGUES (3) 
Vocal Imitations 

14 Mins.; Two 

Palace, N. Y. 

There are a dozen or so turns 
similar to this one around, and all 
fighting for the credit of being the 
originator of the idea. While they're 
squawking on that, this trio comes 
along and steals their thunder by 
outdoing them all from a quality 
standpoint, 

Boys are working for NBC, but on 
the air to a different type of act 
than in vaudeville. For radio pur- 
poses they do a series of imitations 
from life. In vaude they imitate 
radio celebrities. Imitations are 
spoofed gently, but never at the cost 
of authenticity. The Slinging Slam 
bit, for instance, is a perfect take- 
off in vocal timbre of the Barbasol 
air singer, but, nevertheless, man- 
ages to get its laughs comfortably. 

Boys work rapidly, which is an- 
other thing in their favor, and man- 
age between them to do pretty 
nearly everybody of radio merit. 
Norman Brokenshire follows Bing 
Crosby, and the Goldbergs follow 
Kate Smith, while the whole slew 
of Amos and Andy characters tum- 
ble out of one lad’s mouth following 
a Mort Downey bit. 

One of the boys is at the piano 
and two standing up next to a mike, 
but the entire act is in thé dark, 
baby spot picking up the individual 
imitators while doing their bits. 
That helps to take off the curse of 
the microphone to some extent and 
gives the whole proceedings a better 
note. Kauf. 


ARTIST’S REVELS (8) 
Dance Flash 

14 Mins.; Full (Special) 
G. O. H., N. Y. 

Just a dance flash, and a pretty 
silly one. Won’t impress even in in- 
termediate houses, though the work 
of the only male in the octet is ex- 
ceptionally good. This lad seems 
to have the goods and will land 
sometime. Here he’s unbilled. 

Turn consists of a line of six girls 
who sing and dance, doing neither 
well, and another girl who does a 
couple solo dances. She’s fast and 
What 
seems like a specially written num- 
ber opens and then it’s just blah, 
except in the two interludes when 
the male solos. Kauf, 


FOUR VESPERS 
Teeter Acrobatics 
6 Mins.; Full 
6. GO He N, Y. 
Nice tumbling and spring-board 
acrobatics, with four young men 
equally agile and _ experienced. 
Makeup of the turn and costumes 
indicate a foreign atmosphere, lead- 
ing to the supposition the quartet 
are over here on spec. 
They’re okay and ought to find 


JANIS and LEE (3) 

Skit 

14 Mins.; Two (Special) 

Orpheum, N. Y. 

Skit with songs built around a 
muge’s inability to pay off on a 
dinner check. Material treats the 
situation for fair amount of laughs, 
but the singing in between attracts 
only passing notice. Trio vocally 
at the close sounds much better. 


Act will satisfy the average 
neighborhood audience. With the 
middle-of-the-bill turns hard to 


find, this one might come in handy 
for some of the bookers. 


Second man in the act is the girl’s 
former b. f., suddenly showing up 
to take care of the dead broke lad‘s 
check. His is an unimportant as- 
signment, but oke. At one point a 
guitar accompaniment is intended 
for a solo, but at show vaught one 
of the strings broke, man gracefully 
getting over that snag. 


Did fairly well up here ‘on a 
Thursday night. Char. 





ACE, KING and QUEEN (3) 
Dancing 

10 Mins.; One 

Orpheum, N. Y. 

Fast dance trio, two men and a 
woman, in a sure routine of aum- 
bers. Strong No. 2 turn for any 
house. 


On the opening when working to- 
gether the men are in special white 
suits, which lend an effective touch. 
Only the girl varies her costume. 


She’s equally as capable on her 
O’Sullivans as the team, and in 
haré@-shoe, buck and tap work gives 
them a run for applause returns. 
Toward the finish the trio does a 
buck challenge, in which speed and 
intricacy figure. 

At the Thursday night show 
caught act could easily have done 
an encore, but declined after sev- 
eral bows. Char, 





MARCY BROS. and BEATRICE 
Singing, Dancing, Falls 

10 Mins.; One 

G. O. H., N. Y. 


Two men and a girl who feature 
falls around song and dance rou- 
tines and turn over major portion 
of the act to a number along the 
lines of the sailor stanza long done 
by the Diamonds, standard turn. 
Qualifies for the smaller houses. 
A brief song bit, the boys playing 
ukes, serves to open. Trio slides 
into a dance without delay, slap and 
flop business starting in. Two men 
change to sailor outfits, and, after 
the style of the Diamonds, interrupt 
their sailor song with mixups, spills, 
etc. They also blend some acro- 
batics into their work. 

Singles and doubles, as in a chal- 
lenge, close, male team on legit 
leggery standing out. Char, 


Reopen Chi. Op. Aud. 


Chicago, Sept. 26. 
George Kingsbuy, long manager 
of the Studebaker, is renovating the 
old Opera Auditorium for the own- 
ers and will open it for concerts 
and big attractions. 


Nothing booked at present. 








Waterloo Stocks Opens 
Waterloo, Ia., Sept. 26. 

Claire Mershon, lessee Waterloo 

theatre, opened the house this week 

with stock, the Neale Helvey com- 
pany of 15 booked indef. 

Company playing Freeport, 

Fort Dodge, Clinton and 


is 
Cedar 





whatever time is available open to 
them with little trouble. Kauf, 


Rapids. 


PALACE, N. Y. 


Looks like a big week for the 
Palace. ‘Horsefeathers’ (Par) on 
the screen meant plenty draw from 
the screen end and a nice, lively 
vaude show with Charles King and 
Tom Patricola headlined ought to 
keep customers in a good mood. 
For the second show Saturday af- 
ternoon the house was sprinkled 
with standee trade, and they didn’t 
scram at the end of the vaude lay- 
out, indicating a probable healthy 
take for the rest of the day. 


Palaceites have always been 
pretty liberal with applause, but 
the show caught was even better 
than that. Everyone seemed to be 
in a holiday mood, and all the acts 
got plenty excuse for bowing. 
Strangely enough, the top honors 
that way didn’t go to the name acts 
either, but to a turn new to vaude 
parading under the title of ‘Radio 
Rogues.’ 

‘Radio Rogues’ (New Acts) con- 
sists of three young lads named 
James Hollywood, Ed Bartell and 
Henry Tailor. They’re the umpty- 
umpth group of males in vaude 
doing imitations of radio stars, de- 
spite which they’re very good fun 
and acceptable entertainment. Point 
about the turn seems to be the 
speed with which the boys go from 
one voice to another and the strange 
air of reality they manage to give 
the various voices. Takeoffs on 
Downey, Vallee, Crosby and Co- 
lumbo are no longer surprising in 
vaude circles. But this trio does 
all these voices quickly, and goes 
on to Tracy, Amos 'n’ Andy, Singing 
Sam, Kate Smith, Helen Kane, the 
Goldbergs, and practically every 
other recognizable air speaker or 
singer, not forgetting even Walter 
Winchell. They manage to put a 
bit of a kid into their stuff and still 
retain the authentic note, which 
makes it that much better. They 
deuced here and made it plenty 
tough for Tom Patricola to follow. 


Patricola when he got going un- 
corked a mighty neat little act, con- 
taining a good deal of his old tricks 
and sufficient new ones to give him 
a New Act rating. Andy and Louise 
Carr and the Wheeler Twins, both 
dance turns, are the best of his 
supporting company. 

Charles King, next to closing, 
sings a half dozen songs in his 
usual breezy manner, and dips into 
the past for ‘Singing in the Rain’ 
and ‘Wedding of the Painted Doll’ 
to finish off. Marion Chase at the 
piano for him is a personable miss, 
who sings a song and a half to give 
King a breathing speel, and does it 
aeceptably. 

To open up Bert Nagle with his 
tomcat turn and a half dozen 
sprightly girls get things nicely 
warmed up. For a finish Willie, 
West and McGinty go through their 





building blunder routine which, de- 
spite its age, is still a useful laugh- 
getting turn. 

No time for the Lou Forman 
overture this week. Kavey, 


ORPHEUM, N. Y. 


This house seems to be a booking 
office stepchild. No matter what 
kind of business the theatre man- 
ages to do, ne matter how much 
plugging other theatares get, the 
Orpheum plugs along week after 
week with shows that just about 
fill the bill. Name acts very seldom 
show up here, except on the rare 
occasions when they’re breaking in 
new acts and want to try out. All 
of which seems a bit unfair and a 
bit hard to understand. The theatre 
and the neighborhood seem to de- 
serve a better fate. 

Currently the show is a bit better 
than usual, although consisting of 
but one padded turn, Larry Rich. 
Booking office probably thought he 
was name enough, and with the pic- 
ture, ‘Blondie of the Follies’ (Metro) 
would put the thing over. Opering 
day was one of the poorest at the 
box office in weeks. And the 
Orpheum has done pretty well, 
everything considered, at tha box 
office through the summer. 

Rich’s unit runs naturally to 
about 45 minutes, and is about ten 
minutes padded at that. Here, after 
the act is finished, Rich sings a 
couple more songs in order to drag 
the running out to about 60 minutes. 
Makes it almost painful. And then 
he goes into one of these tear-jerk- 
ing speeches about how he loves the 
Orpheum, that being the house he 
first broke into New York in. And 
not so long ago there was some- 
thing said about no more speeches 
on vaudeville stages. 

No doubt about it, Rich is a show- 
man, His is, in .he strict sense of 
the word, not a band act at alli, de- 
spite the fact that he has 12 musi- 
cians nicely under control and all 
12 know their jobs. It’s Rich’s com- 
edy and set-up that count for more 
than the music, though. If he got 
himself a set of principals to handle 
the solos he’d begin to get some- 
where. That and 10 minutes less. 

Best among the Rich minions is 
a neat little midget with a very nice 
voice named Murray Wood. The 
lad is there. He sings three num- 
bers and sells all. Iris Monhan is 
a blonde lass who dances well, but 
needs a new costume to show off 








her wares better. Andrew Sisters 





one of those femme singing trios 
that didn’t stand a chance here be- 
cause of a p.a. system that wouldn't 
function. Maybe they can sing. It'll 
remain to be tested in another thea- 
tre. That ends the talent, with the 
exception of a stooge and Cherie, 
Rich’s former vaude partner, who 
does a few minutes of chat with 
him. It’s not impressive enough a 
lineup. 

Rich, himself, is all over the place 
and certainly has the audience un- 
der control. He wanders down the 
aisles for a bit and serves tea to a 
couple of customers for a good 
laugh. Other stunts he pulls are 
just as unorthodox, but the audience 


loved it. Which, after all, is the 
answer. 
Before Rich got going, Milt 


Franklyn, house leader, turned in a 
very acceptable overture, which 
took in some community singing of 
parodies. Franklyn is rapidly build- 
ing up a following in Yorkville be- 
cause of his versatility, despite the 
fact that he has only seven men to 
work with. Kauf. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Sept. 22. 

Not so long ago, when the local 
RKO Orpheum began taking the in- 
tact five-act road shows, the enter- 
tainment was consistently small- 
time in caliber. Then, after the 
West Coast houses went off the 
RKO books and the house here was 
booked independently of other spots, 
the quality of the bills was vastly 
improved and nobody could find 
fault. 


Currently, for the first time in a 
number of weeks, the entertainment 
again smacks of small-time. But 
it’s perhaps too much to expect that 
the bitter never will be mixed with 
the sweet. Still it’s the booker’s 
first lapse from form. And at that, 
with two fair names and a band 
act, the bill probably stands the 
house as much dough as its prede- 
cessors. 


The names are the Hilton Si- 
amese Twins, here for the first time 
in six years and, therefore, prob- 
ably boasting some drawing power, 
and Kenneth Harlan and Al St. 
John from the screen, who don’t 
mean a lot to the box-office, but 
who get by better than the Twins 
as far as entertainment is con- 
cerned, The show has, as its screen 
attraction, a picture with plenty of 
box-office drag and one not requir- 
ing much stage help, ‘The Bird of 
Paradise.’ 


The St. Clair Sisters and O’Day 
open with an ordinary bicycle act 
of small-time rating. O’Day, the 
man, interjects some passable com- 
edy cycling and also wins applause 
when he mounts a high bicycle 
without. a ladder or assistance. 
Both girls are attractively costumed 
and one contributes a bit of acro- 
batic dancing. 


Lake, Harris and Hayes, in the 
deuce spot, also rate small-time, but 
they are youthful and their combi- 
nation of comedy patter, singing 
and dancing gets by fairly well. 
The girl, a personable and pretty 
miss, does the trite ‘dumb Dora’ 
bit, with the comedy emanating 
from her sappy replies to the sallies 
of one of the men. A stout young 
man does some very bad singing 
and then partly redeems himself by 
an amusing burlesque with the girl 
of the ‘Floradora’ sextette. The 
other youth proves an adept tap 
dancer. The dancing in the act, in 
fact, far excels the comedy. 


Paddy Cliff’s orchestra is inferior 
to the two other band organizations 
which have played this house in 
the past month, but the act has its 
points and is fairly acceptable in 
the number three position, It is 
minus the flashy investiture and 
dressing and the specialty people 
one has come to expect these days 
and the music is plenty noisy. 
But there are several effective ar- 
rangements utilizing scenic back- 
grounds, a novel opening with the 
orchestra singing a spiritual on an 
almost darkened stage and _ the 
lighting sO arranged as to create 
the impression that the members 
are Negroes, ‘pretty good ‘blues’ 
singing by a woman and some fair 
dancing and singing by Cliff him- 
self, 


The rough comedy of Kenneth 
Harlan and Al St. John garners 
laughs by the wholesale and fits in 
nicely next to closing. With the 
aid of a comely young woman Har- 
lan gives the sappy St. John les- 
sons in lovemaking, Some ofthe 
lines and business when St. John 
practices on the woman are pretty 
blue, but the audience seems to 
love it. Comedian’s falls provoke 
merriment. 


Doing practically the same routine 
as on numerous other visits, includ- 
ing the ‘newspaper interview’ bit, 
dancing with two young men and 
singing, the Hilton Siamese Twins 
furnish about as much entertain- 
ment as most auditors expect of 
them, satisfying curiosity in part 
and arousing speculation. 

On the screen, ‘Bird of Paradise’ 
(Radio), Pathe News and a com- 
edy. A capacity house at this late 
night show, with the picture cred- 
ited for most of the draw. Rees. 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Sept. 23. 

As the weather gets colder the 
local battle of the theatre giants 
‘grows hotter, particularly between 
his indie vaudfilmer and Loew's ace 
Century. Currently it’s a battle be- 
tween Rudy Vallee in this spot and 
Duke Ellington at the Loew house. 


Ellington deal is unusually situ- 
ated. It’s Ellington’s second ap- 
pearance in this town, having previ- 
ously shown here for the Hipp some 
four months ago and made money. 
But Rappaport continues hot for 


colored entertainment to range 
against the avalanche of bands 
coming into the rival Century. 


Coming are Blanche Calloway and 
the Mills Brothers. 


Due to broadcasting arrange- 
ments, Vallee is making it a six-day 
stay only, leaving town Thursday, 
to be replaced by Kate Smith, in for 
eight days after having handed the 
house a disappointment in a last- 
minute cancellation of a previous 
booking last week, due to illness. 


Vallee’s hectic sleeper-jumping to 
make his personals jibe with his 
New York broadcasts in the east 
must be conducive to many jumbled 
personal appearance performances, 
especially his first shows. At least 
that was the case in this house, 
where the first show Friday was 
almost killed. - 


Due to Vallee’s insistence, in the 
beginning, on having the regular 
house mikes replaced by his own 
personal amplifiers, there was a 
stage wait of some 10 minutes be- 
tween the next-to-closing act and 
Vallee. That stage wait was filled 
ineffectually by some singing by the 
hastily recalled deucing turn and by 
long-winded renditions of the same 
song by the pit orchestra. And to 
top it all, in the end, it was found 
that the tubes in Vallee’s amplifier 
system were on the bum, so that he 


way. 

Vallee managed to come through 
for the house nicely. He explained 
and apologized for the stage wait in 
a tew words and squared a good 
deal of resentment. The audience 
was very lenient. 


Vallee isn’t singing enough. He 
is known for his tonsils, and that’s 
what the public wants. And they 
want it Vallee, and unadulterated. 
That Chevalier impression was not 
too welcome, and that Crosby im- 
personation was entirely out of 
place and poorly conceived and ren- 
dered. 


Even the best of Vallee’s admirers 
wouldn’t admit that he has a real 
orchestra, yet Vallee spends many 
precious minutes leading that 
skimpy band through that old vaude 
routine, demonstrating how one 
song would be played by various 
—e types of bands. It’s hoary 
stuff. 


Other than the two impressions, 
Vallee sings two numbers, and 
that’s not enough to satisfy an audi<- 
ence that came to hear him sing. 
He's finishing with a medley of 
tunes with which he has been asso< 
ciated. The only one of the dozen 
or so which drew a ripple wags 
‘Maine Stein Song.’ 


Show, all down the lihe, was zig- 
zaggy, up and down. A bad act, 
followed by a good act, followed by 
a bad act. All of which summed to 
a weak and wobbly bill. Shov at 
no time built, but kept weaving. 

It was opened by the Dance 


Backed by a cheap idea of dancing 
impressions of various sport con- 
tents, an idea that was not able to 
be followed up by the routine out- 
lined by these five girls. There was 
that one about a tennis match, with 
the gals waving at the air with 
racquets and hopping across the 
net. For the most part, the connec- 
tion between the dance and the 
sport was entirely forgotten, the 
girls just going into somersaults and 
flip-flops. Nothing new here in the 
dance acrobatics, and what there is 
was performed with no new zest or 
punch. 

More to the liking of this house 
was the Smith, Strong and Lee hoke 
hill-billy turn. The farmyard gag- 
ging was right in the aisle for this 
mob. In the third slug came the 
Novelle Bros., with that loving-bird 
sequence. If the boys could only 
think of a stronger opening than 
that pointless violin-playing an 
mild acrobatic stunting routine. It’s 
a standard act as it stands, however, 
and it’s probably against some kin 
of vaude law to change it. 

Keene and Williams are striving 
hard to be smart and subtly satirica 
in their burlesque dancing and “alk, 
but they miss tiie mark wide. That 
‘aw-the-hell-with-it’ attitude is 
largely overworked in vaude now; 
and these two can’t manage the idea 
at all. Such stuff as taking the 
shoes off is not comedy; nor is there 
anything subtle about smelling 
them and wrinkling up the nose. 
This act spends an amazing timé 
in stalling at the opening, and just 
when the audience has about de- 
cided to grab a snooze they manage 
to get some attention with their 
burlesque dancing, mixing in tap, 
ballroom, adagio and the polka. 

‘Thirteenth Guest’ (Monogram) 
feature. Pathe news. Business not 
strong at the opening, and indica- 
tions are the total will be disap- 
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had to use the house amplifiers any-_ 


Olympics, badly routined girl flash. ° 
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STATE, N. Y. 


Jack Benny and Lilyan Tashman 
deliver the punch and provide the 
draw, but around them Loew's has 
assembled a show that is distinctly 
entertainment from outset to finish. 
The boxoffice will reflect business 
over house’s recent average, ‘Blessed 
Event’ perhaps helping some, but 
more than anything it’s been good 
showmanship to give the audience a 
vyauae bill which will bring custom- 
ers back. 

Some showmen have gone on the 
mistaken theory that nothing is 
needed along with a name or two 
designed for b.o., but they perhaps 
nave failed to remember that sat- 
isfying curiosity is not all that’s 
required to build steady patronage. 


If you give them a good show 
around the boxoffice bait those who 
come in just to satisfy curiosity will 
probably come again, because the 
whole bill‘s to their liking. Prob- 
ably a lot drift in here currently 
just to get a glimpse at Miss Tash- 
man, Others are drawn by Benny 
from {following him on the air, 
where he’s popular. Given an all- 
around entertaining show, that even 
taking in the animal act opening, 
they'll probably be back next week. 

Luring ’em back next week and 
the following week by such means 
js real showmanship. Should shows 
next few coming weeks not come 
up to current bill it would probably 
«till take more than a week or two 
before new fans began to feel that 
the Benny-Tashman vyaude lineup 
was a rarity. 

This week’s outlay is above the 
State's standard. Benny, who 
moves around between acts as m.c., 
does his own turn and works with 
Miss Tashman, is the center of in- 


terest. He corrals the laughs all 
the way, displaying much of the 
showmanship which on the air, 


though he’s unseen, has gained for 
him a host of followers. 

Through Miss Tashman’s act, 
which is virtually Benny and Tash- 
man as a team, he is a strong prop. 
The duo, after talk in one, move to 
full to carry out a blackout sketch. 


It’s not a new one, but most of the’ 


folks trickling in here will probably 
think it is and get a kick out of it 
anyhow. Blackout is ‘Move Over,’ 
written by Jack Osterman and the 
late Harry O'Neill four years ago 
and done several times by Oster- 
man since, last with Frances 
Shelly. 

It fits in nicely with what’s ex- 
pected of Miss Tashman, the lady 
who draws the gals for her clothes. 
Blackout calls for Miss Tashman 
stripping to negligee and crawling 
into bed. Peeuliarly enough, the 
house seemed to have a preponder- 
ance of men at the Friday night’s 
show, with theatre packed to the 
projection booth, Maybe they heard 
about that sketch. 

The Benny-Tashman two-in-one 
has been playing the Loew deluxers, 
last at Jamaica, with,Benny work- 
ing out same gags. around that. 

Ahead of Miss Tashman is Lillian 


Roth, who confines herself to three: 


songs, each better .sold than the 
preceding number. She does only 
eight minutes, but clicks. 

The No. 2 act is a comedy rough- 
house, Bill Telaak, while the closer 
is a dance act of charm and punch, 
Rosetia and Luttman. 

Telaak stuck to the rostrum 14 
minutes, registering very well. He’s 
assisted by a girl, doubling as 
pianist, and by a stooge who dou- 
bles for everything ranging from 
pansy to acrobat, All are involved 
in various spills and roughhouse, 
Telaak with his stooge staging an 
acrobatic burlesque for the close. 
This gets the laughs without trying, 
but could be tightened up, with the 
time consumed by it,.four minutes, 
cut. at least in half. 

Around before, . Telaak hasn't 
Zained the attention he should. 
Previously he wasn’t selling himself 
and material as. well.as Friday 
night, when spills, comedy crosses, 
etc., all seemed to strike right. 
Sally Paine is the girl; other as- 
Sistant isn’t billed. 

The Rosette-Luttman dance flash, 
closing, deals in contrast to a great 
extent. It has its ultra-smart side 
In dance doubles and singles and 
also its lowdown element. Latter 
mostly supplied by Grace and Bea- 
trice Wylie as hotsy-hot song- 
Stresses and by the cooch of Ro- 
sette and Luttman in connection 
with ‘Minnie the Moocher.’ That in 
the same act with the opening dou- 
ble, and particularly the girl's sin- 
gle on the toes, a very slick routine, 
is plenty of contrast. Those 
Pirouettes in the single are sightly 
and of clocklike precision. 

Gordon’s Dogs, opening, which 
bring laughs by pooches refusing 
to do their tricks, makes friends 
easily and supplies a capital ice- 
breaker. Char. 


Kabarett der Komiker 


Berlin, Sept. 14. 

Kurt Kobitschek begins the new 
season in a very promising manner. 
His September program is varied 
and amusing. First is the old op- 
erette of Franz von Suppe, ‘Die 
Schoene Galathee,’ standard for its 
1umor and its melodious music. 
Up-to-date gags are mixed in the 
dialog by Kurt Robitschek and Paul 
Morgan, giving the piece a hilarious 
effect, Playing by Max Hansen, 


favorite of the Berlin Kurfuersten- 
damm audience, is first rate. 

A real asset is the pretty Friedel 
Schuster as Galathee. She has a 
brilliant, light voice and reaches 
the high notes easily. Settings are 
well done by Hermann Krehan, the 
revolving stage allowing a quick 
succession of scenes. Carla Carl- 
sen gave an enjoyable performance. 
Replacing Trude Hesterberg, who 
had fallen ill, the musical imitator, 
Lajos Szendy, gave only a short 
scene but was successful with his 
Reveller ‘imitation. Paul Nikolaus 


rivals Hellmuth Krueger in an- 
nouncing the program. Of Joe 
Maras* puppet show, particularly 


the puppet xylophone act was suc- 
cessful. Paul Morgan and Wilhelm 
Bendow, with their race track chat- 
ter warmed up old jokes, 

The climax is reached by the three 
Swifts, jugglers, who Paul Nikolaus 
maintains are the best of the world. 
A leading feature. Magnus. 


SCALA, BERLIN 


Berlin, Sept. 14. 

The Seala with its September pro- 
gram is strong on acrobatic num- 
bers. There are first the four Ras- 
tellis in an interesting springboard 
act, performing extraordinary leaps 
and somersaults (maximum: 100 
saltos in succession). There is also 
Lai Foun, a group of Japanese ac- 
tors which are sensational in con- 
tortion. The record in noise is held 
by Jack Shea with his knockabout 
orchestra, whose object seems to be 
wrecking the stage. Jack Shea, just 
arrived from the States, introduced 
the trick the first time here. 

‘Wilson, Keppel and Betty, also for 
the first time in Europe, show 
amusing grotesques and for their 
stepping get considerable applause. 

Seven Freydons with their verti- 
cal acrébatic act, go as far as four- 
high formations, The hoop juggler, 
Howard Richols, and the_ very 
charming dance parodies of Genia 
Nikolajewa (about the old ballet 
and Mary Wigman), as well as the 
dancing trio Daresco of the Palla- 
dium of London, were enjoyed. 





The wild animal act, ‘“Togar,’ 
with its wonderful tigers, has 
Magnus, 


aroused public mterest. 


Victoria Palace, London 


London, Sept. 12. 

It seems strange to find a really 
well-chosen and entertaining bill at 
this house, and, stranger still, a 
very good crowd to enjoy it. The 
once ace house has fallen upon evil 
times in the last few years, after 
paying an annual dividend of never 
less than 20% for 17 years, all de- 
rived from straight vaudeville. In 
the last few years there have been 
no’ dividends and heavy losses, pri- 
marily due to lack of definite policy, 
bad. bills; unecongenial atmosphere 
and competition. 

Recently. someone had a brain- 
waive and came to the eonclusion 
that really good bills might ‘again 
put this theatre on the map. And 
this is what actually happened, re- 
cently. 

The three headliners here are Joe 
Morris. and Co., Derek Oldham and 
Geraldine and Joe. 

Morris comes here after two 
weeks at the Palladium, and judg- 
ing by his reception on entry, is 
already box-office. They liked Mor- 
ris here, and they will like him any- 
where in England. 

Derek Oldham, formerly partnered 
by Winnie Melville, and now sepa- 
rated, both maritally and profes- 
sionally, is here after a few weeks’ 
trvout in the sticks. He has a big 
musical cOmedy reputation in the 
West End, and can still put over a 
song. He obliged with a quintet 
here, and they liked them all. 

Geraldine and Joe have in three 
weeks established themselves as the 
best act of their kind, and had no 
difficulty in stopping the show. 

_ Andree Trio, with a ‘direct from 
the Folies Bergere’ tag, in adagio 
and eceentric dances, are fairly 
novel, with the weakest part of the 
aggregation an unnamed girl doing 
a fill-in for the trio to make a 
change. 

Henry Rega) and Co., in an acro- 
batic aet outside a circus tent, are 
Here after an absence of several 
years. Act has improved consider- 
ably, with the infusion cf comedy, 
and was a laughing hit. Regal still 
claims the toe-to-toe catch as, his 
brain child. 

Max Miller, a great English favor- 
ite, is plenty raw, but has an easy 
and nonchalant style which makes 
him likable. Miller would be a good 
proposition for America, but will 
have to get different material. 

Elsie Bower and Billy Rutherford, 
standard English act, are doing 
about the worst act they ever at- 
tempted; just a lot of stalling, and 
taking a long time to warm up, but 
they get over, which shows what 
marvelous patience an English 
audience has, 

Eric Mason, a newcomer, with 
some conjuring tricks, a bit of ven- 
| triloquism and a fairly amusing line 
lof chatter, makes a good and re- 
liable number two. The Buckleys, 
hat and club jugglers, are Ameri- 
cans who have been here for years, 
and are still a good opener. 





Closing are Fred Kirk and Co., 
formerly the Kirks, in a comedy bi- 
eycle act. 

The entire show does not cost 


more than $3,000, a cheap buy for so 





food an entertainment. Rege. 


ORPHEUM, DENVER | 


Denver, Sept. 22. 

Last vaude at this deluxe RKO- 
Huffman spot until differences be- 
tween stage hands and managers | 
are ironed out. Will be first time | 
this new house has been without | 
vaude. Ever since Huffman took 
the house the gross has been good 


most of the time, with this week 
one of the best. 

The best combination program 
for this town since the Orpheum | 


opened last February, with ‘Bird 
of Paradise’ on the screen and 
Blackstone, the magician, on the 
stage. Even at the second show 
Sunday afternoon the house was 
packed. 

Howard, Sydelle and _ Bernice 
open, assisted by two unpro- 
grammed girls. Howard and the 
girls work up a comedy entrance, 
short and to the point, and go into 
a dance which ends with a comedy | 
walkoff. Bernice does a fast toe 
dance. Sydelle puts on a novelty 
tap. The two girls dance and sing, 
and with Sydelle wind up the act. 

Willie Jackson and Edgar Gard- 
ner do their stuff in a radio broad- 
casting station and are assisted by 
Dorothy Adams, demure-looking 
girl who sings ‘Minnie the Moocher,’ 
so that the microphone shimmies. 
One of team broadcasts gag song 
and dances long and fast. One of 
men and Dorothy Adams do bur- 
lesque of Joseph and Potiphar’s 
wife, and both men close with 
Salome travesty. 

With half a dozen assistants 
Blackstone puts on an elaborate act 
of magic that satisfies. Starts with 
the usual colored silk, duck and 
other livestock, all coming appar- 
ently from nowhere. His electric 
light globe number is good. Light 
is brought on stage, wired from 
socket. He turns it off and on to 
show it’s connected; then pulls 
globe out of socket and it stays lit 
as it floats through air at his com- 
mand, He has hoop which he 
swings around globe to show it’s not 
fastened to a wire, takes globe into 
audience, still floating in space, 
allows audience to put hands all 
around to prove no wire holding it. 
Puts back into socket and turns on 
and off, lighting and putting out. 
He does the usual transfer of a girl 
from one cabinet to another, puts 
doll into doll house, turns it around; 
doll has grown: does this twice 
more and young lady steps out. 
Blackstone works fast and gives a 
long show, satisfying the crowd. 

Huffman has a wide assortment 
of pictures to pick from and he may 
be able to get along without vaude- 
ville, but it’s a problem, s 


WINTERGARTEN 


ae Berlin, Sept. 15. 

The September program of the 
Wintergarten includes a sensation 
in the two Hartwells, slack-wire 
thrill. 

Mercadente, the handsome Nea- 
politan, plays the mandolin with 
great skill, and Paul Beckers, com- 
edy musician and sailor, is amus- 
ing. 

The climax of the program comes 
with the Three Swifts, who handle 
their three, six or nine clubs with 
great skill and who have added a 
new trick by replacing one of their 
men supposedly fallen ill by an 
amateur juggler picked out of the 
audience, 

The Dayelma ballet, consisting of 
young, pretty and graceful dancers, 
shows old and. new dances, hand- 
some costumes and good direction. 
Rudi Grasl, accompanying himself 
at the piano, imitates without any 
apparatus, any instrument and fin- 
ally a whole jazz band. 

Finally the Cheeraways, an amus- 
ing gang, closes the performance by 
demolishing everything on the stage. 
In between, a fine group on roller 
skates, the four Resuas, and floor 





acrobats, the five Olympias. 
Magnus, 


STATE-LAKE 


Chicago, Sept, 24. 

Business has been spotty at this 
house in recent weeks. Stage bills 
that have been coming through 
have been indifferently blended and 
in most cases wholly devoid of name 
appeal. They have had to try to 
persuade the public that obscure 
personages liké Leon Janney were 
genuine headliners. Public re- 
mained unimpressed and unrespon- 
sive. 

Secondly, or perhaps it should be 
mentioned first, the State-Lake has 
a very mediocre assortment of pic- 
tures, Screen portion has been 
taking the rap from the critics on 
the dailies right along. And that 
seldom helps. 

Currently Violet and Daisy Hilton 
are more in the State-Lake tradi- 
tion of a headliner. It seemed Sat- 
urday as if the girls would do only 
so-so biz for the week, but here, 
again, there was a dubious feature, 
‘The Painted Woman’ (Fox), to 
mitigate curiosity. Girls, however, 
are not the novelty they were sev- 





| pearance 
| there 





eral seasons ago. Harry Rieners, 
traveling in advance for the RKO 


office,, helped with unusual ex- 
ploitation. Hiltons are still good 
vaudeville and valuable for the 
comment they cause and the re- 





}/torious dance trio started. 


-_——— 


membrance of the theatre in which 
spectators see them. 

Howard Sedell and Bernice, meri- | 
Sibylla | 


Bowan followed, and Sibylla was in 
a tough spot in more ways than one 
Saturday. Her trunks were miss- 
ing. Her musie was not there. Her 
whole turn based on wardrobe and 
music was impossible to present and 
she had to ad lib courageously in a 
black satin street gown, which, in- 
cidentally, was very chic. It wasn’t 
much of an act, but it was an ap- 

and the good-will was 
Audience was disposed to | 
forgive anyone who looked so nice. | 

Pickard’s Chinese Syncopators, 
pansy stuff, Yankee slang, and all, 
has played the State-Lake in vary- 
ins membership and dress several 
times in seasons past. It’s vaude- 
ville now as then. Vanderbilt boys 
on the right boulevard, but travel- 
ing with the slow vehicles, didn’t 
quite click. Their hodge-podge of 
hoke singing, dancing and knock- 
about was more imitative than 
trail-blazing, more intermittent than 
contiuous in effectiveness. 

Frank Radcliffe and Gene Rogers, 
next to shut, were solid with laughs 
and some droll material of their own 
particular vintage. James Evans 
and company closed nicely. Lend, 


LONDON PAVILION 


London, Sept. 15. 

From any angle, the Pavilion bill 
is far from good. It lacks humor 
and there are practically no women. 

Last week the Pavilion’s bill cost 
$4,500, and played to nearly $12,000, 
which is profitable. This week's 
outlay is just over $4,000, which is 
near the amount the management 
is disposed to spend on acts, but 
it is very doubtful if they can main- 
tain the standard they want at so 
low a figure. 

Program does not open with the 
usual Sherman Fisher Pavilion An- 
gels. For variety, Permane Broth- 
ers are allotted that spot. These 
are a couple of musical clowns, one 
seemingly English and the other 
Continental, who modestly describe 
themselves as ‘the greatest of all 
musical clowns, and originators of 
the Nightingale’s Courtship,’ mak- 
ing one more addition to the other 
dozen claimants. But this should 
not worry the Arnaut Brothers. 

Tiny Mite and George Melford, 
the former midget who used to sup- 
ply the ‘kid’ comedy to many of 
George Clarke’s sketches, Lack of 
material makes this act just a No. 2. 

Syd Moorehouse has now discard- 
ed his tramp make-up, which is no 
advantage. His voice is still good, 
as is his whistling, but his patter 
is depiorable. 

Rigoletto Brothers’ repeat 
same act of last week. 

Joe Termini came along at the 





the 


crucial moment, just when the 
laughs were lacking, and they 
laughed at everything. Termini, 


stopped the show. 

Closing the first half were Rose- 
ray, Capella and De Belle, latter 
American, and formerly De Belle 
and Lee, supported by Jack and Jill 
(holdoyers). The whole outfit are. 
given a classy name of ‘Dancing in 
Excelsis,’ but the dancing is just 
ordinary. 

Second half of the show is de- 
voted to the usual cabaret setting, 
with Sherman Fisher’s 16 Angels, 
Al and Ray Samuels (holdovers), 
Tex McLeod, making quick return 
and Harry Roy and His RKOlians 
and Naunton Wayne doing the 
honors, Rege. 


Hollywood 








G. O. H., N. Y. 


According to the standards of the 
mob patronizing this two-bit com- 
bination, the current show is all to 
the good. In an uptown neighbor- 
hoow it'd be apathetically received. 
Down here, where they even applaud 
the trailer, it's a great show. 

Al Cleve, Scotsman xylophonist, 


| whose big surpirse is a colored kid, 


nearly tied up the works, kids par- 
ticularly going for act. Kid's song 


jand dance number is mild, but his 


drum stuff a la Jack Powell, bet- 
ter, turns the applause trick. Cleve 
himself indulges in a little talk, fair, 
and spends the balance of his time 
playing the xylophone, always 
pretty loud. Then ‘Glow Worm’ is 
blatantly smacked out. 


Cleve followed for close by a com- 
edy acrobatic act, Lensig, Selig and 
Co., which drew its laughs from a 
couple plants who are put through 
a,routine of endurance and teeter 
board tricks. This is the perfect 
booking for an art of this type 
Neighborhood houses of the ‘A’ 
elass wouldn't be. 


Third on show Hal Sand’s Gam- 
bois, a flash which rates fairly good, 
mainly in the work of a male team 
and a girl who works with them 
in stair routines. They do buck, 
splits and other intricate leggery 
on the steps. A sister team does 
moderately well in their first num- 
ber, but in their second prove ter- 
rible, while a single dancer, first in 
a tap dance with a bad cooch mixed 
in, pans out awful, but later in an 
acrobatic does oke. 

Sherman and McVey second. 
This is a mixed nut team whose 
pantomime and talk accurately pegs 
them. The girl carries the act, 
clicking quickly with her first song 
and in subsequent singing and 
roughhouse. 

A trio in songs, dances and slap- 
around, Marcy Bros. and Beatrice 
(New Acts), open. A part of the 
act suggests work of the Diamond 
boys. . 

More often than not the G. O. H. 
has its vaude bill cut to three or 
four acts, usually when two features 
are on the screen. Picture cur- 
rently, without a companion, is 
‘War Correspondent’ (Col), with 
audience several times applauding 
at the wrong time. They’re like 
that down here, and the hardest 
job around the place is that of the 
usherettes in trying to keep kids’ 
feet off the seats. ’ 


on Tvesdays and Fridays, not to be 
outdone by the Loew circuit. Char, 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 22. 





minutes it’s much too much. That's 


pruning would help the bill mate- 
rially. House is trying an innovya- 


bert m.c’ing as well as doing his 
own hoke. Comic. was a wow when 
he worked in the next-to-close spot, 
but his nervousness as the: intro- 
ducer was apparent.: Entirely too 
much time was wasted in the an- 
nouncements and in the attempts 
for bows. 

Booby Gilbert Revue started the 
proceedings with a peppy routine 
of song and dance. Five femmes 
and a boy worked hard and de« 
served a better spot. Arkansas 
Charlie, a dressed-up hillbilly 
crooner and instrumentalist, in- 
jected a lot of good showmanship 





(Continued from page 6) 


taking over ‘College Humor.’ Claude 
Binyon and Joe Mankiewicz, writers, 
also switch to ‘College Humor,’ 
ased on Dean Fales’ novel, ‘Bache- 
ior of Arts.’ 





Travis Banton, Paramount dress 
designer, left here Saturday to look 
over the new styles in London and 
Paris. Sails Oct. 1 on the Bremen. 





Roy Neal gets the megging as- 
signment on Col’s ‘Under the Sea.’ 
He recently completed ‘That’s My 
Boy.’ 





Caesar’s P.A. Yarn 
Arthur Caesar is concocting a 
press agent yarn based on the 
careers of Walter Kingsley and Will 
Page. Both, now deceased, were 
Ziegfeld’s Bosworths, 





James Murray has been given a 
one-picture contract by Warners as 
Ruth Chatterton’s lead in ‘Common 
Ground. Roscoe Karns and Pat 
O’Malley also cast. 


Heyburns Split 
Married less than six months, 
Weldon Heyburn and Greta Nissen 
have split. Both claim too much 
temperament, 








Testing Hecht 
Theodore Hecht, whom Universal 
brought here for the ‘Laughing Boy’ 
lead and who was let go when the 
picture was shelved, has been tested 
by Metro for ‘Son-Daughter.’ Helen 
Hayes has the femme lead. 


Par Wants ‘Lil’ 
Paramount is nevotiating with 
Mae West for ! iv, ‘D’arnond 
jl” If the a through Miss 
West will be starred. j 


into his act, and could have ree 
mained longer. 

Show got another boost with Hec- 
tor and Pals (canine act) in the 
trey spot. It’s mostly hokum, with 


plenty of comedy. Finish has Hec- 
tor apparently quarreling with his 
co-workers and paying no attention 
to the pay customers. Trainer’s 
gags were amusing, and act clicked, 
Lorraine and Digby, comedy talk- 
ing and dancing team, put on a Iot 
of rough and tumble stuff, with the 
girl being particularly limber and 
effective. Act is burlesque, but good 
entertainment. . 
Class flash of the bill was Betty 
Gordon Trio, instrumentalists, with 
Miss Gordon also proficient at vo- 
calizing and stepping. She plays. 
numerous instruments, and is 
backed by two accomplished male 
musicians. Lambert follows with 
much of his old routine and winds 
up with his ‘Gigolo’ number from 
the ‘9 o’Clock Revue,’ using the 
girl from Lorraine and Digby for 
a wild apache number. Comedian 
scored solidly. 

Closing had Dawn and _ Scott, 
acrobatic team, doing some difficult 
balancing, and winding up with a 
springboard jump to a hand bal- 
ance that was decidedly out of the 
ordinary. 

‘Those We Love’ (WB) on screen, 
with news and scenic thrown on, 
didn’t mean anything at the b.o., 
with half a house at the opening 
stanza, 





Will Harris’ Unit 





Will Harris, formerly production 
manager of Balaban and Katz’ Orie 
ental theatre, is producing the 
Frank and Milt Britton unit for 
Fanchon and Marco. 


Theatre is now changing its bills’ 


what happened at the first show to-, 
day, and while the calibre of the. 
stage fare was: standard, plenty of.:: 


tion this week, with Eddie Lame«: 


the well-trained animals providing ° 


Any time a vaude show, runs 90 ‘ 
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FOX, BROOKLYN 


(Continued from page 41) 


and there's a boy 


lighting are okay . 
who crashes. Unit 


singer in the unit 


moves from ‘one’ to full and alter- 
nately. Has a laughing scenic point] 
in the schoolrogm scene when 
Douglas is the school teacher, 


emerges from behind a raised black- 
board drop centered 

Prior to the unit Sam Jack Kauf- 
man and the usual house staff en- 
tertain. sarre Hill, singer, is a boy 
worth watching. He proved very 
strong when caught. 

No stage show 


observation of a 


| pteased with their acrobatic s' 
und then another comedy offering, 
Flo Lewis, working with a man and 
using a kiddie car. 

The O'Connor Family of dancers 
| gave the finishing touch to the bill 
and a couple of baby members tied 
up tl All in all, a lot 
ind real entertainment. 


ent. 


ithe show 
lof show 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


99 
“aa 


Los Angeles, Sept. 


Bing Crosby returned to the stage | 


of the Paramount after a year, dur- 
ling which time he rose from a $150 


singer at the Cocoanut Grove to a 


here can be separated from the type! $4,500 a week headliner, and proved 


of operation the house has been re- 
ceiving. Looks utterly devoid of any 
theatre experience. That was no- 
ticed when the house signed a new 


| 


| last, 
film agreement and agreed to Pay | known 


o be a matinee draw opening day, 
but night business was average. A 
little more reserved than when here 
the crooner sticks to his better 
numbers, doing only one 


$500 more weekly for films than the/ ourrent tune, his own ‘Love Me To- 


previous year, and a split after $19,- 
000 where formerly split was at 
$30,000. 


Recently the management took on 
a musician to help the spot book 
‘name’ talent and supervise produc- 
tion. But that idea also flopped 
when the bankers back of spot found 
out about it. There hasn’t been a 
‘name’ added to the shows since the 
idea got under way. 

Unit runs 55 minutes. 


MICHIGAN 


Detroit, Sept. 24. 


Ben Bernie and the lads are the 
attraction this week and still enter- 
taining in a nice way. Handicapped 
plenty by questionable judgment in 
booking, show still pleases. Whereas 
the band split billing last week in 
Buffalo with Will Mahoney, this 
week it is on its own and the re- 
sults are in keeping. Bernie and 
his band undoubtedly are okay. as 
a draw and entertainment, but not 
enough to warrant this solo book- 
ing. One act is in to help a little, 
but still not sufficient to push the 
show over. 


Bernie, working very much as he 
has for years in picture houses and 
vaude, keeps some of his old gags, 
with new twists, but still reminis- 
cent. But still one of the best 
ad lib artists, Bernie seldom, if ever, 
sticks to the script. Last seen here 
at the Capitol (now Paramount), he 
is doing the same stunt of combin- 
ing the house and his band for the 
finale. Still effective. 


Kendall Capps as the only extra 
act does okay. He has eliminated 
his instrumental work and confines 
himself to straight dancing, which 
alone gets him over nicely. Start- 
ing from scratch with a cold audi- 
ence he had his work cut out to get 
them started, but after they started 
they wouldn’t stop. Capps has de- 
veloped a lot of class. 

_ Overture this week is compara- 
tively mild. But Lou Forbes still 
has the combination. This is the 
first let-down since he started 10 
weeks ago. With his same tri-part 
routine, he does a ‘Southern Fan- 


Shan. 


night, during the 15 minutes he is 
on stage. This did not prevent him 
from wringing the audience dry of 
applause. 

Rest of the show is mild, hitting 
its highest spot in Corinne Tilton’s 
drunk imitation, which is packed 
full of laughs. A nicely routined 
Chinese toe number opens, utilizing 
the line and Carmen De Lara. Three 
Blue Blazes follow with crack taps 
and wings. Boys clicked solidly. 
Miss Tilton’s shopgirl and drunk de- 
lineations came next. Eddie Stan- 
ley introduces the acts and pulls 
many a revival among chestnut 
gags, using Dorris Toddings as a 
foil. Girl is inexperienced but shows 
promise, especially when warbling 
a pop tune. Line girls are on for 
another number, and then Crosby 
takes charge. 

Entrance for latter can be im- 
proved on, since he comes bounding 
out after a few notes of his sig song 
over the mike. Crosby works with 
Eddie Lang, who picks out a mean 
guitar obligato that backgrounds 
the crooning perfectly. Show runs 
45 minutes. 

Business the best this season 
opening matinee, with Crosby re- 
sponsible. Film is ‘Night of June 
13’ (Par). George Stoll orchestra 
overtured with ‘George M. Cohan 
Impressions’ to herald ‘Phantom 
President’ (Par) next week's attrac- 
tion. 


DENVER 


Denver, Sept. 21. 

The last stage show at the Den- 
ver until the stagehands and man- 
agers agree on terms was a letdown 
from some that have been at this 
Publix ace house the past 
weeks, Fanchon & Marco are being 
routed past Denver in Kansas City, 
but it is thought they will be back 
at the Denver before long. The 
Denver tried getting along without 
stage shows and an orchestra for 
about a month once before, and was 
glad to get them back. The other 
time they did not cut prices; this 
time gate is revised. 





tasv.” featuring Joe King at the 
piano. A scenic with a very effect- 
ive series of art clips on a frame in 
front of the travelers, with Forbes 
playing a violin solo and accom- 
panied by Rose on the steel guitar. 
Guitar work is esnecially well done. 


Merle Clark at the organ and 


shorts complete the bill. Picture 
‘Night o. June 13th’ (Par) with 
business fair. Lee. 


MAINSTREET, K. C. 


Kansas City, Sept. 22. 

Lots of entertainment, show run- 
ning nearly three hours, 2:47 ac- 
cording to the schedule. Week 
marked the first appearance of a 
standard Fanchon & Marco unit 
‘Bombay,’ to which was added 
Daphne Pollard and Sue Carroll and 


Nick Stuart as extra features. 
Screen feature ‘Congorilla’ (Fox) 
also carried an added feature as 
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Johnson, 
makers of the film, were here in 
person. 


This interesting pair of wild ani- 
mal hunters appeared immediately 
following the film and gave a short, 
descriptive account of some of their 
experiences. 

The ‘Bombay’ revue opens with 
the chorus and the Gaylene Sisters 
in an interpretive Burmese num- 
ber, nicely costumed and stage set- 


; ‘Vanities’ 


For his last apperance here for a 
while, Fred Schmitt and his orches- 
tra played a ‘Harvest Moon’ over- 
ture that went over nicely. They 
played both old and new favs, ac- 
companied by banryard sounds. The 


orchestra lift was decorated with 
dried cornstalks. 
Claude and Clarence Stroud 


started the show, one of them act- 
inz as m. ec. alone until he called 
his brother out of the audience later. 
These boys had made a lot of friends 
furing the three days the Carroll 
were at the Broadway. 
Their line of chatter is good, and 
they have a way of getting it over. 

Blanche Sweet is introduced and 
makes a speech. Looks at first like 
just another personal appearance, 
but she wins her way along. She 
does a bit from ‘Annie Christie’ that 
finishes strong. The line does a 
symbolic fisherman’s dance, with 
pirate looking suits on half of them 
and the rest in ruffles. The pirates 
eatch the others in a@ net and pull 
them off stage. 
twin is called from the audience at 
this point and together they m. ec. 
the rest of the show after their act. 
The line pops from behind chim- 


routine. 





ting attractive. 

The Pasquali Brothers (3) fol- 
lowed with their regular acrobatic 
routine somewhat abbreviated, on 
account of the length of the bill. 

Sue Carol and Nick Stuart, rated 
a special introduction and after a 
short trailer showing scenes in Hol- 
lywood and the pair in their home 
discussi 
on the stage, they appeared as the 
picture faded. They were given a 
nice reception and_ kidded 
other, and the audience: told some 
stories and a couple of not so new 
gags and finished with Miss Carroll 
doing a song and dance from one 
of her pictures. 

Chorus number next, followed by 
Daphne Pollard. Miss Pollard gave 


mm just what they would do! 


each | 


|}roughhouse. They finish with a fast 
rough - and - tumble Apache and 
adagio dance. 

Al Rinker at the piano and 
Blanche Sweet have a musical argu- 
ment about hot and sweet music, 
Blanche of course boosting for the 
sweet. He sings a line or so and 
Blanche cuts in with hers. 
is mild. 

Peggy Chamberlin used 
foil for the Stroud Brothers. 
| this part of the show was indiffer- 
ent. on response. Slow and jokes 
with no point them. Line does 
another routine. dressed in blue and 
| Silver flared skirts, forming a 
|dola at the finish, brineing Blanche 
Sweet and dancing partner on for a 
mixed dance. 


as a 


Is 


to 


three numbers of the English Music | 


Hall type and also a comedy scene 
from one of her pictures, a low com- 
edy click with her rough antics 

The Gaylene Sisters, with 
chorus dancing before a huge idol, 








the | 


| The Creechalots do strength stunts, 
the best being gradual building of a 
three-high hand-to-hand. Excellent. 

‘Blondie of the I 
the screen 


ylies’ (M-) 


brie lir in deaw. 


few | ing a job in some other field of en- 


The other Stroud! 


stuff 


FEN : 








| neys, and with brooms in hand do a} 
,chimney-sweep song and drill-dance 


Chamberlin and Himes do an 
Apache act with a reverse—and a 
wicked reverse—with plenty of | 


The act | 
rolls 
this 
but 


Fone ! 


On | 


;of the day 


| ting a hearing at one of the net- 


| for 
| hang around is the professional de- 
‘partments 


HOUSE REVIEWS 





Tuesday, September 27, 1932 








IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, Sept. 23. 
That standees continued to pile at 
the rear at 10:30, when the feature 
film was well under way, was suffi- 


|cient indication of the b. o. draw | 


and his band still 
Stage bill runs an even 
35 minutes, with Lewis on stage | 
throughout and working like a'! 
Troian, | 

| 


that Ted Lewis 
holds here, 


It’s a simple full-stage set, chintz 


drops around an arch, with band 


flanking and seated on a shallow 
dais. A bouquet goes to the light 


crew who infuse an otherwise un- 
pretentious set with warmth and 
color. Traveler parts on Lewis and 
his band in a hot rendtion of ‘Tiger 


Rag,’ the tempo never ceasing till 
the final curtain. Turn shows flash 
as well as speed, and whole is a 


happy blending. 

Band goes into a lovely interpre- 
tation of ‘Sweet Sue,’ with Doris 
Dean and Esther Pressman, person- 
able blonde and brunet, out for solo 
semi-classics. ‘St. Louis Blues’ fol- 
lows, with Lewis again taking up 
the major theme and orchestra step- 
outs in brass. Miss Pressman back 
for a dance solo to muted brasses, 
and a clever femme trio, billed as 
High-Hat Beauties, trailing in an- 
other dance offering. 

Lewis brings a spirit of minstrelsy 
to the second half. With the Jubi- 
lee Four, in straw hats, green blaz- } 
ers and white trousers, this war- 
bling quartet produces a couple of 
pops that sock home, and finale with 
leg-breaking steps. Lewis is back 
with the band again to bring on 
Snowball Whittier, a colored kid 
whose hoofing is a show-stopper. 
Youngster got the grandest recep- 
tion of the evening. Rumba bur- 
iesque, complete with peanut throw- 
ing, completes the bill, and everyone 
on for the final roundup. 

‘Show Boat’ overture, with Jack 
Arthur handling the’ baton, is an- 
other high spot of the bill. News 
reel has one foreign, two British 
and two Canuck clips. Usual fillers 
with the feature, ‘70,000 Witnesses’ 
(Par). 





‘Audition’ Gold Rush 


- ee 


(Continued from page 1) 


big distinction—looks. Few of the 
incoming mike aspirants tout a face 
and figure surefire for a second or 
concentrated double-o. And _ that 
angle appears to intensify the strug- 
gle for them; both on getting entry 
to the studio big shot and in land- 


deavor while hanging on for the big 
chance until the cash on hand runs 
dry. 

There is a goodly percentage of 
middle-aged among them. Hillbilly 
yodlers from the tall blue grass in 
their 40's and beyond, toting guitars 
and banjoes. Matronly gals who 
did a dramatic bit back home be- 
fore some mike wired to a one-lung 
transmitter and have a batch of 
clippings from the county dailies to 
prove it. 

Ma Goes Along 


And then there is the young miss 
from the better-to-do family who, 
through influence on the part of her 
father or a friend, managed to get 
a crack at the electric earpiece and 
the resulting praise from her set or 
a paragraph in the local sheet 
helped her determine where her fu- 
ture lay. She’s usually around 
chaperoned by her ma and her stay 
on the scene as a rule is brief. 

In the Hollywood era of the con- 
test winner influx the stranger at 
the gates at least had some chance 
of garnering a little coin through 
extra player assignments. But no 
similar source is available to the 
auditions trophy holder while mak- 
ing the radio rounds in New York. 

When the possibility of even get- | 





works—and the scale here is easily 





500 to 1 against them—impresses | scenic and costume investitures. 
them as hopeless, they turn to the |The stagers were Brock Pemberton, 
flock of small stations around | yarearet Anglin and Henry Her- 
town. Some nurturing the naive bert. ; 

hope that a network exec or adver- : ie 
tising agency impresario will be! Three members of the original 
listening in while they're on thus | C28! remained cneeupment pos “ 
discover their talent, while others | S28ement, these being Edward J. 
look to these minor outlets as an MacNamara, Leonard Carey and 
immediate means of giving succor Minnie Milne, as well as the stage 


to an attenuated bankroll. But they 





soon find that the small-powered 
affairs aren't paying for talent. 
These small rating stations them- 


selves are operating on short bank- 
and have come to depend on 
horde of inflowing auditions | 
winners to fill the budgetless enter- 
tainment schedules. 

With the studios frowning on the 
of the ante-rooms as a time- 
Whiling center, and there being 
nothing similar to the casting bu- 
reau in radio, the only place left | 
the auditions incubated mob to 





use 


of the music publishing | 
houses. 
There they spend the major part | 


learning new gone, e@x- | 


chen 

















Uncommon Chatter 


By Ruth Morris 











4 Lifetimes of Duds 


Not content with clothing one 
heroine, ‘Blonde Venus’ provides 
costumes for a quartette—and pre- 
sents them all to Marlene Dietrich. 
The four styles are as isolated, one 
from the other, as the acts of a 
vaudeville bill. In rapid sequence, 
they blithely hope to represent the 


tastes of one person, in one life- 
time. 

Illogical variety is the result of 
costumes primarily conceived to 


suit the mecods and compositions of 





changing gossip tidbits about the 
business among themselves and ap- 
pealing to the song plugger staff 
for introductions to studio program 
managers. If they're not jamming 
up the tryout rooms or the ante- 
room they’re down in front of the 
music publisher buildings making 
up Broadway's newest type of pro- 
fessional curb parker. 

Their pet peeve is not the net- 
work executive who refuses them 
his ear and time, but the director 
or directors of the auditions stunt 
that spurred them on a radio career 
back home. Feeling is that after 
they won the contest the promoters 
of the idea should have seen that 
they were properly exploited and 
given a network chance, 





Davis Can Take It 





(Continued from page 1) 


anteed theatre managements against 
loss and for nine months of the ‘run’ 
there was no charge for admission. 
When it was free the show did vir- 
tual capacity, but when admissions 
were on again Davis’ weekly loss 
was virtually the same as during 
the no-charge period. 


Show originally opened at the 
Mansfield where it played about five 
weeks. What looked like a profitable 
booking came along, Davis was told 
to seek another house and he moved 
to the Waldorf. Same thing hap- 
pened there and ‘The Ladder’ went 
over to the Cort, where it was also 
tossed out for a flop. It then took 
up quarters at the Belmont. From 
there it moved to the Lyric and soon 


that house served notice or the 
show to exit. 
Davis wearied of having his pet 


kicked around and planned to buy 
the President (now the Hindenberg) 
theatre on West 48th street, but the 
stage was found to be too small. 
‘The Ladder’ then moved back to 
the Cort where its guaranteed profit 
(to the house) was quite welcome. 


Curious thing about the show's 
frequent moving was that wherever 
ousted it was invariably followed in 
by a flop. During the two years it 
tarried on Broadway the show was 
rewritten 18 times by Murdock 


Pemberton who worked in a hotel 
room with Davis month after 
month. 


Davis figures the school will be a 


more costly venture than his in- 
tended stage productions. 
Around $40,000 Gross 
A deduction from the total loss 


are boxoffice receipts as amazingly 
small as the gigantic loss total. 
Estimated boxoffice receipts in two 
years on Broadway were about 
$40,000. 

Show had three directors for its 
various versions and two complete 


Harry Darnton. Other 
leads who were in and out of the 
show were Carol McComas, Anne 
Shoemaker, Antoinette Perry, Gret- 
Damrosch, Philip Merivale, 
Hugh Buckler, Carl Anthony, Ver- 
non Steele, Henry Herbert and AIl- 
bert Brunning. 

‘The Ladder’ opened Oct. 22, 1926, 
and in April of 1927 a new version 
was staged. Third version went in 
during September of that year after 
the show had closed four days. Dur- 
ing October another version and of- 
ficial reopening occurred. The fol- 


manager, 


( Director Von Sternberg’s artistisg 
photographs. There are quiet, do- 
mestic frocks for quiet domestic 
scenes. Chic is ruled from their 
simple line. But a home-girl ward- 
robe knows the worldliness pre- 
ferred by Broadway. For answer. 
ing rehearsal call, it offers a divine- 
ly fitted, fur-trimmed suit that 
singles the heroine out from a mob 
of applicants. Without ever warb- 
ling a note, she gets the job, her 
contract guaranteed by inspired cos- 
tume shrewdness. 

Though excellent taste and cos- 
tumes are still, presumably, at her 
disposal, Venus adopts the regalia 
of penniless Sadie Thompson. Her 
sordid salaries are squandered on 
the drooping hats, ill-fitting skirts 


and sleazy blouses that catch the 
depressed mood of shadowy back- 
grounds, 


Another wave of Von Sternberg’s 
wand, and Miss Dietrich’s clothes 
are chic. brilliant and daring. Her 
most arresting ensemble, a _ black 
satin with an insanely slashed but 
terribly smart neckline, has the 
individualism that sets its own 
style. 

Tastes so varied that they could 
hardly cram themselves into one 
lifetime, crowd into a cinema inter- 
lude in which Dickie Moore, Venus’ 
little son, grows not one day older. 
Miss Dietrich photographed beauti- 
fully in all her costumes, simply 
can't cope with the mechanical 
trickery that fancies itself a mov- 
ing picture plot. 


Receivership Costumes 

True to its title, ‘Treasure Cruise,’ 
the Roxy uncovers a dusty gem and 
polishes it into new splendor. The 
combination known oddly as ‘Ayres 
and Rene and Co. with B. Rasch’ 
had faith in buried treasure. This 
aerial Nina and her three athletic 
men perform on a dark stage en- 
circled with curtains of black vel- 
vet. The girl and two partners 
wear phosphorescent costumes that 
give luminous definition to their 
dance formations. The third part- 
ner is in black velvet, indistinguish- 
able from the background. He's a 
ghost dancer, serving as an invis- 
ible prop for the flying member of 
the levitation quartette. It’s a neat 
idea—or would be, if the shiny sur- 
face of the stage were also masked 
in black velvet to engulf a pair of 
very material ‘spirit’ legs in ebon 
mystery. 

This novelty is one of many that 
the Roxy has added to its popular- 
ized-classic type of program. Spe- 
cialties now predominate at the 
house where spectacle reigned as 
king. They steal the time away 
from full-stage production. The 
Roxy can’t waste precious moments 
now, establishing moods of long, 
lingering beauty. Its full-stage ef- 
fects are devised for immediate re- 


sponse. They glitter with tinsel, 
sparkle with rhinestones, for a 
quick, effective sock - in - the - ey 


achieved with maximum speed and 
minimum expense. ‘Treasure Cruise’ 
has, therefore, a parade of the 
Misses Amethyst, Ruby, Emerald, 
Diamond and Pearl, in costumes 
that the cathedral, except in re- 
ceivership, would never counten- 
ance. Mr. Markert’s well disciplined 
dancers are the Thirty-Two Sap- 
phires, resplendent in turquoise 
satin that gleams with brilliant ap- 
pointments. They are also Nep- 
tune’s Daughters, saving the Roxy 
the additional expense of the dis- 
continued ballet. 

Her abbreviated costume of fresh 
pink velvet is the best style sug- 
gestion Mitzi Mayfair's ever had. 
It builds her up and cuts her dowtr 


in the right places, with its softly 
draped bodice and panties shirred 
on to a gored girdle. 





South Sea Ingenue 
Things happen with magical per- 
fection when Douglas Fairbanks 
wants to play Robinson Crusoe. 
There he is on a remote island with 
nothing but a Boy Scout Manual 
to guide him. In what could very 


easily be called a jiffy, he is sur- 
rounded by the comforts of town 
life—a pent house, a radio and a 
native maid-of-all-work who looks 
very much like the ingenues of 
Hollywood. 

Maria Alba is the primitive child 
who is innocent of the artifices of 


civilization, Yet, in her simple way 





lowing January, '28, another new 
version went on and in July the 
final version was presented. Show 
continued into another October and 
then the final two weeks in Boston. ! 


she does very well. She covers face 


and shoulders with a walnut stain 

whose effect is quite unlike the com- 

plexions of other native belies. She 
(Continued on page 62) 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (October 1) 
THIS WEEK (September 24) 


Numerale In connection with bills below ind.cate opening cay ef 


show, whether full or split week 














RKO 





NEW YORK CITY 
rok Welle 
e 
a Whitledge 
Blackstone 
(Two to fill) 
(24) 


Bert Nagle Co 

Radio Rogues 

Tom Petsteee. 
arlie ng Co 

Gitte West & McG 


Academy 

Ist half (1-4) 
Wallace Sis Co 
Ada Brown 
Eddie Hanley 
Lorraine Wallace 
(One te fill) 

24 half (5-7) 
Felovis 
F’rsythe S'm’n & F 


CINCINNATI 
Albee (1) 
Norma Talmadge 

Georgie Jessel 


(24) 
Schuman-Heink 
‘Mystery’ I 

CLEVE! \ND 
Palace (1) 
Dainty Ann Howe 

Golden Blondes 
Britt Wood 
Rudy Vallee 

(24) 
Ethel Waters 
‘Rh'psody in Black’ 

COLUMBUS 
Ohio (1) 
Denny White Co 
Gaston Palmer 
Grace Hayes 





Medley & Dupree 














LORETTA 





ROUTED 


CHICK KENNEDY 
PETER & PEGGY 
for FANCHON & MARCO 
Placed by LEDDY & SMITH 


DENNISON 











— 





Jenie Goldstein 
Mel Klee 
(One to fill) 

2a half (28-30) 
Ralph Olsen Co 
Jack Pepper 
Blackstone 


BROOKLYN 
Albee (1) 
Donatella Bros Co 

Radio Rogues 
Wills & Davis 
Everett Marshall 
Tom Patricola 


(24) 
D Sis & Cadieux 
‘Will Aubrey 
A & M Havel 
Dowling & Dooley 
Neil Golden Or 
Pros t 


pec 
ist half (i-4) 
Alvido Perez 
Grace Eline & L 
Manny King Co 
2d half (5-7) 
3 Small Bros 
Arnold & Fields 
Pressler & Klaiss 
Cliff Nazarro Orch 
(One to fill) 
2d half (28-30) 
Paul Petching 
Dolly Kay 
Angus & Searle Co 
Harrison & Elmo 
Grey Fam 
AKRON 


Palace 
2a half (6-7) 
F’rsythe S’m’n & F 
Vanessi Co 
Jack Mulhall Co 
Alex Hyde Bad 
(One to fill) 
ALBANY 
‘alace 


Pr 
Ist half (1-4) 


Felovis 
Gillette & Richards 


Murray Lane Co 


Barney Rapp Oren 
(24) 
Thurston 
DALLAS 
Keith’s (1) 
3 St John Bros 
Ryan & Nobliette 
Neville Fleeson Co 
Jordan & Woods 
Gene Dennis 
424) 
Jimmy Burghill Co 
Jackson & Gardiner 
Hobart Bosworth 
Barney Grant Co 
Ingenues 
DAYTON 
Keith’s (1) 
Thurston 
ELIZABETH 
Keith’s 
Ist half (1-4) 
Blanche & Elliott 
Helen McKeller Co 
Rimac’s Orch 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (5-7) 
5 Juggling Jewels 
Will Aubrey 
Larry Rich Co 
(One to fill) 
2d half (28-30) 
3 Melfords 
Boice & Marsh 
Carl Armstrong Co 
Buck & Bubbles 
Roye & Maye Rev 
GLENS FALLS 
Keith’s (29-1) 
Rhythm Fantasy 
Gillette & Richards 
Sunshine Sammy 
Boice & Marsh 
Murray Lane Co 
HEMPSTEAD 
Rivoli 
Ist half (1-4) 
3 Melfords 
Will Aubrey 
Wm Holbrook Co 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (5-7) 

















JACK POWELL 
Supplying 


SCORCHING 


Syncopation 
Via 
LEDDY & SMITH 














Nell Kelly 
Lee Gail Ens 
2d half (5-7) 
Clemens Belling 
Steel Sis & Syne 
Jack Dempsey 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (28-30) 
Mady Co 
Hill & Hoffman 
Arthur Corey Co 
White & Tierney 
Devito & Denny 
BOSTON 
Boston (1) 
Mady Co 
Cole Bros 
King & Chase 
Horlick Dancers 
(One to fill) 
(24) 
Marcus Co 
Keith’s (1) 
Large & Morgner 
Sanderson & Crumit 
Hill & Hoffman 
B & R Goman 
(One to fill) 


(24) 
Gracie Schenck & B 
Sammy Cohen 
Pearce & Velie 
Nan Halperin 
Wills & Davis 
Gus Edwards Rev 
CHICAGO 
Palace (1) 
Oison & Johnson 
(24) 
3 Whippets 
Bobby Pincus 
Daphne Pollard 
Carol & Stuart 
Warings’ Orch 
State Lake (1) 
Clifford Wayne Rev 
Master Eugene 
Wally Sharples 
Dunn & Morgan 
3 Little Maids 
Chaz Chase 
Carl Freed Co 
(24) 
How'd B 
Sibylla Bowan 
i yy Co 
Vanderbilt Boys 
Hilton Siamese 2 
Radcliffe & Rogers 
James Evans Co 


& 


Blanche & Elliott 
Ina Williams 
Dick Keane 

2a half (28-30) 
Kitayama Japs 
Monofft & Link 
Allen & Hoover 
Bud Harris Bd 


HOUSTON 
Keith's (1) 
Harris 2 & Loretta 
Donovan Girls & B 

Weaver Bros 


KANSAS CITY 
Keith’s (30) 
Rio Rita 
(23) 
A & F Lake 
Barney Rapp Orch 


MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (1) 
James Evans Co 
Vanderbilt Co 
Daphne Pollard 
Carol & Stuart 
Renoff Renova & B 
(24) 

Texas Guinan Co 
NEW ORLEANS 
Keith’s (1) 
Murand & Girton 

Burke & Dirkin 
M’'r'll & M’tgomery 
Ray & Harrison 
Billy House Co 
(24) 
LaMours 
Jones & Rea 
© Bennington Bd 
Segar Ellis 
Doc Baker Rev 
OMAHA 
Keith's (1) 
Fanchon & Marco 





(24) 
Carl Freed Co 
Fanchon & Marco 
PATERSON 
Keith’s 
Ist half (1-4) 
Bood & Bood 
Venita Gould 
Buck & Bubbles 
Arthur Corey Co 
(One to fill) 
iif (5-7) 


2d hi: 
Ccecorce Peatty 
| Rimac’s Orch 
i (Three to fill) 


2d half (28-30) 
J & B Willing 
Fields Smith & F 
Ada Gordon Co 
Baby Rose Marie 
Murray Lane Co 


PROVIDENCE 
Fay’s 


(1) 

Grey Fam 
Sammy Cohen 
Nan Halperin 
Victor Oliver 
Dbony Follies 

(23) 
Clemons Belling 
Alice Frohman 
Radio Rubes 
Eddie Nelson 
Rose’s Midgets 


ROCHESTER 

Keith’s (1) 
Diaz & Powers 
Mildred H Chaplin 
Hilton Sis 
Herb Williams 
(One to fill) 

(23) 

Bood & Bood 
F’rsythe S'm’'n & F 
Grace Hayes 
Chas ‘Slim’ Timblin 
Stone & Gibbons 


SAN ANTONIO 
Keith’s (1) 
Jimmy Burchill Co 
Jackson & Gardiner 
Hobart Bosworth 
Barney Grant Co 

Ingenues 


(24) 

Harris 2 & Loretta 
Donovan Girls & B 
Weaver Bros 

ST. LOUIS 

Keith’s (1) 
White & Manning 
Mickey McGuire 
Weist & Stanton 
A & F Lake 





Warings’ Co 


(24) 
Norma Talmadge 
Georgie Jessel 
TORON 


Keith’s (1) 
Stone & Gibbons 
Senator Murphy 
Adelaide Hall 
3 Sailors 
Willie Mauss 

(24) 

Viole. Ray & WN 
Audrey Wyckoff 
Fred Leightner 
Landt 3 & White 
Buster West & 

TRENTON 

Capitol 

Ist half (1-4) 
Thelma Carlston C6 
Goss & Barrows 
Dora Maughn 
Bill Telaak 

2d half (5-7) 
Lee Gail’s Ens 
Horton Spurr 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (28-36) 
Alexander Sis 
Swor & Goode | 
George Beatty | 
Brownlee Co } 
TROY 


Keith’s 

ist half (1-4) 
Clemens Belling 
Pressler & Klaiss 
Sunshiae Sammy 
Steele Sis Co 

2d half (5-7) 
Downey & Lee Sis 
Joe Young Co 
Lawrence Grey 
Nell Kelly 
Billy Holbrook Co 

2d half (28-30) 
Diaz & Powers 
Will J Ward 
Mildred Chaplin 
Vie Oliver 
Lee Gail Ens 





¥ 


Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (29) 

D Ellington Orch 

Frances Williams 





Lathrop Bros 
Abe Lyman Orch 
Lilyan Tashman 
Sophie Tucker 








OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V., A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 
1560 Broadway 
This Week: George Herman, 


Marty Romm 








Jim Barton 
Lucky Boys 
Mills, Kirk & M’ 
Boulevard 
Ist half (30-3) 
Rixfords 
Makrenko 2 
J May & N Kelly 
Billy Glason 
Marion Hardy Co 
2a half (4-6) 
3 Racket Toppers 
Glen Dale Co 
Smith & Hart 
Morris & Evans 
Great Huber 
Orpheum 
Ist half (30-3) 
Les Jardy 
Lou Fink 
Harriette Lee Co 
Faher & Ford 
G & P Magley Rev 
2a half (4-6) 
Model Bakers 
White & Agnew 
H Skelly Co 
Billy Glason 
Anne Pritchard Co 
Paradise (30) 
Lou Holtz 
Irene Bordoni 
June Knight 
B Meroff Orch 
Benny Baker 
Davey Burns 
Barto & Mann 
State (30) 
Wilfred DuBois 
Billy Wells & 4 
Ward Wilson 
Randall & Newb'ry 
Roscoe Arbuckle 
Joe Fejer Orch 
BROOKLYN 
Gates 
ist half (30-3) 
Al Libling & Betty 
Barr & Davis 
Jack Janis Co 
Trado 2 
Great Huber 
2d half (4-6) 


B Carlell & Rosa 
Lou Fink 
Harriett Lee Co 


Krugel Robles 
Upham & Sid'ire Co 
Metropolitan (30) 
Jack Benny 

Betty Jane Cooper 


Valencia (30) 
Martin & Martin 
Christie & Natoro 
Harrison & Fisher 
Smith & Dale 
Mario & Lazarin 
Will Osborn 


ASTORIA 


Triboro 
Ist half (30-3) 
3 Victor Girls 
Frances Rogers 
Hugh Skelly Co 
Fayne & Lee 
O’Hanlon & Z’aunis 
2d half (4-6) 
Les Jardys 
Boyd Senter 
Jack Janis Co 
Frado 2 
J Starnes Co 


BALTIMORE 
Century (30) 
Winnie & Dolly 
Edith Bow 
Frank Conville 
Brems, Fitz & M’ 
Buddy Rogers Orch 


BOSTON 
Loew’s (30) 
Carr Bros & B’y 
Yates & Lawley 
James Kirkwood 
Calif’na Collegians 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (30) 

Con Colleano 

Gaudschmidt Bros 

Rosette & Luttman 

Stuart & Lash 
MONTREAL 
Loew's (30) 

W E Ritchie Co 

Audrey Wyckoff 

Hanlon Bros & W'lf 

E O'Rourke Co 

DeVito & Denny 
ROCHESTER 
Loew's (30) 

5 Elgins 

Gordon Reed & K’' 

Aileen Stanley 

Ted Healy 

WASHINGTON 

Palace (30) 

Bob Ripa 

Besser & Balfour 

Morton Downey 

Cass, Macke & O’ 





Lew Pollock Co 





WARNER 





ELIZABETH 
Ritz 
Ist half (30-3) 
Jeanne & Tiny 
Harry Anger 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (4-6) 
Jerome & Ryan 
Hollywood Revels 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (27-29) 








PHILADELPHIA 

Earle (30) 
Paul! Kirkland 
3 Sailors 
Adler & Bradford 
(Four to fill) 

(23) 

E Philmore Co 
Bernie’s Sepia Co 
Medley & Dupree 
Colleano Fam 
Burns & Kissen 


Fanchon & Marco 





BROOKLYN 
Fox (1) 
‘Girl Trouble’ 
Chester Fredericks 
Julia Curtis 
Calif Redheads 
O George 
Joe Ceylon 
4 Thoroughbreds 
BOSTON 


Metropolitan (1) 
‘Happiness Show’ 
Eddie Peabody 
Jessie Draper 
Joy Bros 
Mary & Marge 
Martha Vaughn 
Tom & Hank 

BRIDGEPORT 
Poli (1) 


‘Night Club’ 
Holland & Knight 
F & J Hubert 
Wilton Crawley 
Rudy Kaye 
Petch & Deauville 
Janice Walker 
Sunkist Ens 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (1) 
‘Jubilee Show’ 
Ted Lewis 
Dixie 4 
‘Snowball’ Whittier 
High Hat Beauties 
Esther Pressman 
Mildred Gaye 
Doris Deane 
Ted Lewis Bd 





Victoria Co 
Cooper & Clifton 
Karoly & Swanson 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (1) 
Arthur Le Fleur 
Henry J Kelly 
4 Warners 
Harry Howard 
Saxonettes 
OAKLAND 
Oakland (30) 
‘Veils’ 
Zelda Santley 
Conrad's Pigeons 
R’ssell Marc’ni & J 
Edna Errico 
Madeline Schmid 
Merna Fortune 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (1) 
‘School Days’ I 
Milton Douglas 
Mary Price 
Ollie Morosco 
Edna Sedgwick 
Charley Myers 
Bobby Bernard 
Muriel Moran 
Arlette Young 
O’Connor Bros 
Buster Krim 
Dorothy Keim 
Sue St John 
PORTLAND 
Paramount (29) 
‘On the Riviera’ 
C Montenegro 
Red Donahue & U 














TOM KENNEDY 
“VORKO” 
Offers 


LESTER COLE and his fourteen 
Radio Soldiers of Fortune 














Century (1) 
‘Birthday Party’ 
Sylvia Clark 
Lassiter Bros 
Morgan & Stone 
Bobby Kubn 
Sylvia Sharp 
Sunkist Ens 


CHICAGO 
Oriental (1) 
‘Desert Song’ 
Perry Askam 
Tanzi 
Earl Askam 
Nennette Vallon 
John Merkyl 
Chas Boyle 
Betty Willis 
John Wagner 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (1) 
Olson & Johnson Co 


CLEVELAND 
105th St. (1) 
‘Tahiti’ 
Bernardo de Pace 
Celine Lescar 
Park & Clifford 
Gus Elmore 
Lloyd Robert Miller 
Sunkist Ens 


DES MOINES 

Paramount (1) 
‘Star Gazing’ 
Wally Vernon 
Athenas 
Wallin & Barnes 
Muriel Gardner 
Collenette Ballet 

ARTFORD 
Capitol (1) 

‘Discoveries’ 
Trixie Friganza 
Stadler, Rose 3 
Moro & Yaconelli 
Ina Ray 
Victor Griffin 
Paul Howard 
Bunny Bronson 
Mark Pepper 
Keene Twins 


‘Hi-Lites’ I 
Miller & Mack 
Dick Henderson 
Bonny Poe 
LOS ANGELES 
Loew’s State (29) 
‘Whoopee’ 
Buddy Doyle 
Jack Rutherford 
Jane Lee 
Pietro Gentile 
Bobby Arnst 
MADISON 
Orpheum (1) 
‘Bombay’ 
Flo Lewis 
O'Connor Fam 
Gaylenne Sis 
Pasquali Bros 
Bombay Ens 
MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (1) 
‘Hollywood C’'dians 
Teddy Joyce 
Ben ‘Turpin 
Walter Hiers 
‘Snub’ Pollard 
Lamberti 
Blossom Sis 
Mary Miles 
Cathlecn Bessette 
Joyce & Gary 
NEW HAVEN 
Paramount (1) 
‘Big Top’ 
Jack Sidney 
Adele Nelson Co 
Happy Harrison Co 


Edwin George 
Lottie Mayer Jr 
Agnes Knox 
Sunkist Ens 


SAN DIEGO 
Fox (29) 
‘Ga Minstrels’ 
3 Gobs 
Tommy Harris 
sses Brown 
Chick Beeman 
Billy Mitchell 
Nay Bros 
Jimmy Miller 
Norvelle Reese 
Georgia Browns 


SAN FRANCISCO 
Fox (30) 
‘Sally’ 
Mary Eaton 
Hal Young 
T Roy Barnes 
Miss Harriett 
Jack Waldron 
George Guhl 
Lela Bliss 
Jack Eagan 
Harry Stafford 
Jack Duffy 


SEATT 

Sth Ave. (29) 
‘Irene’ 
George Dobbs 
Waiter Regan 
Geo Ball 
Buddy Karsen 
Geo Fox 
Kathryn Crawford 
Sydney Reynolds 
Anolyn Arden 
Ruth Fay 
Betty Farrington 
Dorothy La Marr 
Bobby Watson 
Wanda Alien 
Karsen & Gretel 


SPRINGFIELD 
Poli (1) 
‘M’key & M’ Mouse’ 

Arnaut Bros 
Buster Shaver 
O & G Brasno 
Monty & Carmo 
Toots Novelle 
Minnie Mouse Ens 
T. LOUIS 
Fox (1) 
‘Radio Stars’ 
Eddie Bruce 
Albee Sis 
Bill Aronson 
Leota Lane 
Kay Fayre 
Tony Pagliacci 
John Tio 
Peggy Warde 
NTO 
Imperial (1) 
‘Rookies’ I 
Johnny Burke 
Nina Olivette 
Les Everson 
Irwin & McAvoy 
Dancing Doughboys 
VANCOUVER 
Orpheum (29) 


‘Town & Country’ 
Brox Sis 
Niles 


Novak & Fay 


‘Malibu Beach’ 
Raquel Torres 
Bernie & Walker 
Renee Torres 
Henri Therrien 
Tom, Dick & H’ 
Anderson & Alien 





Sunkist Ens 








LONDON 





Week of 


Victoria Palace 





Don Ricardo Stewart Parker &S 
Hugh Skelly Ritz Bros | 
Harrington & Frye Jianche & Elliott 
(Two to fill) WASHINGTON | 
HARTFORD p a (30) | 
é Nola Cc 
State (30-2) nadie ot le | 
Jerome & Ryan Colleano Fam 
LeVan & Bolles Wil! Mahoney 
| Hollywood Revels (23 | 
| «Two to fill) Tracey & Hay | 
LAWRENCE Bracie Barrie | 
Olsen & Johnson R 
Warner (6) WATERBURY 
Lewis Mack Co Strand (29-1) | 
Williams & Cryor Olympics 
(Three to fill) 3 Jacks 
(29-1) |} Hugh Skelly Co 
Wells Mordecai & TY} Pease & Nelson 
| Davey & Rosemarie; Don Santo 
Herman Hyde Co Levan & Bolles 
(Two to fill) Hollywood Kevels 


Lucan & McShane 
Jack Payne's Bd 
Bemond's Pigeons 
V & M Roses 
Fred Culpitt 
Los Cotrillos 
iA J Powers 
Co as booked 
BRIXTON 
Astoria 
Saucy Nineties’ 
| Harry Taft 
Moran & Elof 
Re Lloyd 
Renee Sutton 
Jack Desmond 
6 Can-Can Girls 
+ Alec Hardy 
FINSBURY PARK 
\storia 
Myron Pear] Co 
i ' ltancards 
Empire 





Sept. 26 


Con Kenna 
Dorrie Dene 
Carr & Carlotta 
Peter Fannan 
8 Fisher Girls 
Joe Peanuts 
NEW CROSS 
Empire 
Layton & Johnstone 
Alma Victoria 
Shaw & Stanton 
Norman Carroll 


El Ray 

Van Dock 

Kiraku Hros 

Pryne & Hilliard 

OLD KENT ROAD 
Astoria 


‘Chu Chin Chow’ 
Hughes Macklin 
Doris Ashton 
Graham Crawford 
Marion Pola 
STREATHAM 
Astoria 
Alfredo Campoli 3 





Bands and 


(Week of 


without charge. 





Permanent addresses of bands or orchestras will be published 


No charge is made for listing in this department. 

For reference guidance, initials represent: H—hotel, T—theatre, 
P—park, C—cafe, D H—dance hall, B—ballroom, R—restaurant. 

As far as possible, street addresses in large cities are also included. 


Orchestras 
Sept. 26) 








A 
Aaronson, Irving, Frolics C., Culver City, 
Calif. 
Agnew, Chas., Edgewater Beach H., Chi- 
cago. 
Albert, 
N. Y. C. 


Jules, CBS, 485 Madison Aveé., 








Picture Theatres 1 


CHICAGO 

Chicago (23) 
Desert Song Co 
‘Blonde Venus’ 

Oriental (23) 
Ted Weems Orch 
Collette Lyons & S 
Chilton & Thomas 
Andrea Marsh 
Fuller Rawson & D 
‘Hat Check Girl’ 

Tivoli (23) 
Vox & Waters 
W & J Mandel 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramcunt (23) 


‘Looking B'kwards’ 
Ray Bolger 
J & E Torrence 
Rubinoff 
Crawfords 
‘Blonde Venus’ 
Roxy (23) 
Charless Sarver 
Bee Hee Rubyette 
Joseph Griffin 
Mitzi Mayfair 


Karavaieft Jackie Held 
Bredwins ‘Horse Feathers’ 
Ayres & Rene Co Uptown (23) 
3 Black Pearls Monte Blue 
‘s’c’ssful Calamity’ ——, ‘G’ 
Slate ros 
BROOKLYN Realter 

Paramount (23) ‘Bird of Paradise’ 
Peter Higgins DETROIT 
Collins & Peterson Fisher (23) 


Lowe Bernott & W 
4 Emeralds 

Elsie Thompson 
Dick Leibert 
‘Blonde Venus’ 


Nina Olivette 
Johnny Burke 

Less Everson 

Irwin & MacAvoy 
‘Pack Up Troubles’ 


a -- 
—————— 


PROVINCIAL 


Week of Sept. 26 
































CARDIFF MANCHESTER 
‘aramount 

Capitol Dave Apollon Co 
Bamberger & B NEWCASTLE 
DUBLIN . toy — 
Charles Graham 

Capitol SOUTHAMPTON 


Austel & Arthur Empire 
Co as booked Bernardi 
SGOo Baros 
os w SWANSEA 
pire Empire 
Will Hay O'Gorman Bros 
Flanagan & Allen Stan Stafford 
Billy Rey & Ptnr | Allen & Levoie 
Harold Walden Retters 
McLallen & Sarah Leonard Semon &S 


Clapham & Dwyer 
Harum & Scarum 
Vadim 3 


Lucienne & Ashour 
Geraldine & Joe 
Sherman Fisher Co 


Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 


Central P’k Casino | Billie Lane 


La Belle Rose 
Veloz & Yolanda S twane Ge 











Eddie Duchin Or 3 Taylor ". 
Casper & Lake 
Club Calais Bobbie Tremaine 
Jean Malin Cook Sis 
Lew Garcia Orch | Tq Relle Rose 


Francis Dunn 
Arthur Budd 
Colleen Adams 
Enters & Borgia 


Enoch Light Orch 


Paramount Grill 
Beth Challis 
H’ly’w Collegians 
Melba Mason 
Oscar Grogan 
Julie Jenner 

Pavillion Royal 
Guy Lombardo Orch 


Rainbow Inp 
Chris Pender 
Selma King 
Rudolph & Chicita 
Al Goldman 
Honey Maye 
Frankie Freda Or 


Connie's Inn 


Cora Green 
Bobby Evans 
Jazzlips Richardson 
P & B Meeres 
Emma Smith 
Bessie Dudley 
Lillian Cowan 
Red & Struggie 
Billie Maples 
Kaye Oarker 
Simms & Bowie 
Louise Cook 
Willie Jackson 
Lucky Seven 3 


Don Redman Orch Riviera 
“tarry Fox 

Cotton Club Derethy Dell 
A'tda Ward Lita Lope 
Henri Wessel Val Vestoff 
Swan & Lee Jane Dunlap 
Anise Boyer Fileen Clewley 
Roy Atkinge Helen Sheldon 
Peaches & Duke Mildred & Maurice 


Brown & McGraw 
Nicholas Bros 
Leitha Hill 

Don Redman Orch 


El Flamengo 


Don Oscar Galvet O 
El Flamencito 


Russian Arts 
Joe Morantz Orch 
Renee & Laura 
Nickolas Hadarick 
Barra Birs 
Misha Usanoff 


Nina & Moreno Taft Grill 
Mariquita Flores Geo Hall Orch 
Ignacio Ruffino 

Marta de la Torre Village Barn 


Reilly & Comfort 
Pope & Thompson 
Bernice Short 
Elmer Turner 
Jimmy Baskette 
Bobby Sawyer 
Norman Astwood 
4 Blazes 

Alma Smith 
Crockett M’tneers 
Ted Faith & Kris 
Emily Day 

Babs Perkins 
Sh'riff J’sh Medders 


H’liyw’6 Restaur’t 
Tommy Tucker Or 
Barron Judeth 
Faith Bacon 
Andre 4 

4 Climax’s 

Theo Thane 

John Walsh 


Hunter Isle Inn 
Geo Owen Orch 


Buddy Kennedy 
Kerr R’'usseaus & K } 





Edith Griffith | B’shf'l H’k Warren 
Kentucky 2 Teddy Black Orch 
Not Clab Woodmansten Inn 





| Will Osborne Orch 
Ronald Brooks 


+ Eton Boys 
Nutsy Fagan 


Vie Dunne | Bobbie Moss 
Joan Sennett Enters & Borgia 
} Walsh Bros ; Mardie Romm 
} 
CHICAGO 
The Dells } Craig Leitch 
Tealy Elinor Sherry 
1 J Seeley lial Redus 
} " Fields } Fran} Trambaur 
iG rnheim | Vanity Fair 
The Tavern ; Clyde Snyder 
iy Walsh LaHae & AL 
in Blair Bee Moffett 
(has Baron Madelon Mac Kensie | 
j Dorothy Rae Page Sia 


Allen, Wally, 1914 Bivd. East, W. New 
York, N. J. 
Alsdorf, U J., 98 Liberty St., Newburgh. 


Amidon, A., 912 E. 8th St., Flint, Mich. 
Andrus, “ud, Liberatoris R., Elmira, 
Me: Be 
Appel, Oscar, The Cathay, Baltimore, 
Arand, Henry, 643 Broad St.. Newark. 
Arcadia Syncopators (C. Edgerton), 2004 
Addison St., Phila. 


Aristocrats (Wm. Hughes), 404 Bilandina 
St., Utica, N. Y. 

Arkell, Lee, KVI, Tacoma. Wash. 
Armbruster, J. L., B. A. C., Buffalo. 


Arnheim, Gus, MCA, Chi. 
Atkins, A. P., 8614 6th Ave., Des Moines. 


Austin, S., Davis Is. Country C.. Tampa. 
Axt, Dr. Wm., M-G-M Studio, Culver 
City, Cal. 


Baird, Maynard, Crystal T., Knoxville. 

Baldwin, P., Frontenac, Quebec, Can. 

Bailey, Earl, Cavalier Beach C., Virginia 
Beach, Va. 

Ballew, Smith, Post Lodge, 
a Se 

Bard, Jos., Golden Pheasant R., Balto. 


Barnard, B., 339 W. Morrell St., Jackson, 
Mich. 


Barringer, Don, Callico Cat B., Miami. 
Bartlett, O., Book-Cadillac H., Detroit. 
Barton, Herbert, 545 Sth Ave., N. Y. C. 


Barsley, Beenar, Montauk Point, Mon- 
tauk, L. I. 


Ps ae Jos., 65 No. 14th St., Newark, 
a 5 


Mamaroneck, 


Bastian, Walt., State T., Detroit. 
Bauer, F. J., 67 Ormond St., Rochester, 


Baum, Babe, 226 Rose St., Reading, Pa. 
Baum, Oscar, Chinese T., L. A. 
Baxter, Phil, WDAF, K. C. 


Bay State Aces (Al Relyea), 8 Mohawk 
St., Cohoes, N. Y. 


re. aed T., 102 BD. 8th St., Wilmington, 


Belasco, Leon, WABC, N. Y,. C. 

Bell, Jimmie, Green Mill B. R., Chicago. 
Benavie, Sam, Fisher T., Detroit. 
Benford, Jack, Jack & Jill Tavern, Port 
iand, Ore. 
Bennett, Dave, 
House, Chicago. 
Bercowitz, Abe, KGW, Portland. Ore. 
meee, W. E., 67 Grand Ave., Englewood, 


Station WJJD. Palmer 


Berger, Jack, Astor H., N. Y. C. 


Berger, W. J., 6449 Penn Ave., 
burgh. 


Bergin, 


Pitte- 


Fred, Idora Park, Youngstown, O, 
Berlin, Paul, 4258 Archer Ave., Chi. 
Bernie, Ben, 1619 Broadway, N. Y. C. 
Berrens, Freddie, CBS, N.Y.C. 

Bestor, Don, MCA, N, x. 

Bingham, T. W., 18 9. Ryan St., Buffalo, 

Bissette-Maclean, Marigold R., Rochester, 

Black, Ted, 1619 Broadway, N. Y. C, 

Blaufuss, Walter, N.B.C., Chicago. 

Blumenthal’s Orch., Sovereign H., Chie 
cago. 

Bob’s Sunnysiders, 

Lawrence, Mass. 
Borowsky, Jasha, Biltmore H., L. A. 
Bovee, Ralph, KHQ, Spokane. 

Bowley, Ray, 21 Beacon St., Hyde Park, 

Mass, 
Boyle, 
Brandy's Singing Bd., 

Lansing, Mich. 

Brashin, Abe, KJR, Seattle. 

Breeskin, Daniel, Earle T., Washington. 

Breslow, Hy, KGW, Portland. 

Brigode Ace, Merry Garden B. R., Chi. 

Britton, Frank & Milt, Grauman’s Chi- 
nese, Hollywood, 

B’way Collegians, 
troit. 


Prewer, 
t.5: a. & 

Brodie, Phil, Grand Central H., Mountain- 
dale, N. . 


80 E. Haverhill &t., 


Billy, Copley-Plaza H., Bosten. 
Palmer's Park, 


Walled Lake B., De- 


Ted, Yoeng’s R.. Beway and Sist 
m4 


Broudy, Dave, Grant T.. Pittsburgh. 
Brower, Jay, El Capitan T., San Fran- 
cisco. 

Brownagle, T., 922 9th St., Harrisburg, 
Pa. 

Brusiloff, Nat, 19 E. 49th St, N. Y¥. C. 
Bryant, W. H., 1526 S. 6th St., Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

Buck Vern, Melody Mill B. R., Chi. 
Buckeye Wonders, 645 So. Main S&t., 
Akron, O. 


Buffano, Jules, 5th Ave. T, Seattle. 
Buloskwies Califs., Eagle B., Milwaukee. 
Bunchuk, Yasha, Capitol T., N. Y. C. 
Burk, Milo, Brockton, Mass. 

Burke, Chick, Amesbury, Ma*s. 


Burke's Canadians, New Constant Spring 
H., Kingston, Jamaica. 


Burnett, Tiny, Orpheum T., Seattle. 


Burtnett, Ean, Club Forest, New Or- 
leans. 
Burns, Jimmy, Lido Venice H., Sand- 
wich, Ont. 
Butcher-Guth, Pines, Metuchen, N. J. 
Butler, Mel., Davenport, Spokane. 

Cc 
Calloway, Cab, 799 7th Ave, N. Y. C. 


Caperoon, Fred, 401 B’way, Camden, N. J. 





Cappo, Jos., Lakeside Park, Dayton, O. 
Carlin, Herb, Guyon’s B. R., Chicago. 

| Carberry, Duke, Walpole, Mass. 
Carpenter, Earl, 1619 B'way, N. Y. C. 


Carr Bros., 2137 Guiyot, Oceanside, Cal. 





Carter, F., Majestic, Long Beach, Cal. 

Casa Loma, 799 7th ave., N. ¥. C. 

Casa Nova, Greenwich Village, Dayton, O. 
| Casale, M., 140 Pine St., Williamsport, 
Pa. 

Cassidy, D. L.. Vancouver H., Vancouver, 
‘x ¢ 

Casson, Pep, Victoria H., N. ¥. C. 


(Continued on page 61) 
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VARIETY 





TEMES SQUARE 





East 


Lantern Inn, down in the 
Village, raided last week. Had sep- 
arate bars for men and women. 


Green 


Lackaye 
to his 
‘over $20,- 
two ai; C00 
with the ex- 


Wilton 
his estate 


Will of the late 
leaves the bulk of 
widow. Estate reported 
000.” His sister gets 
bonds and his son $1, 


planation that earlier proviison had | 


been made for him. 





Thelma White announced last 
week that she had started a divorce 
action in Chicago against her hus- 
band, Max Hoffman, jr., son of Max 
and Gertrude Hofiman. Hoffman 
has a suit pending but is not push- 
ing it. 





Leon Errol conferring with A. C. 
Blumenthal relative to the rights on 
‘Sally’ and ‘Louis XIV,’ which he 
will take on tour if it can be ar- 
ranged. 





Arch Selwyn has a posthumous 
opera by Victor Herbert which he 
may try out this fall, possibly in 
Greek Evans’ outdoor theatre in 
Norwalk, Conn. 





‘Nona,’ opening in N. Y¥. pushed 
over to Oct. 3. Meanwhile Peggy 
Fears will give it a workover in a 
Newark date. Opened in Philly. 





Slot machine firm seeks order to 
restrain Commissioner Mulrooney 
from putting their machines out of 
business. Disallowed. 





Club New Yorker raided by pro- 
hibition agents. Turned out 150 
patrons and made 21 arrests. Will 
act under the excise law, which per-. 
mits furnishings to the value of 
$40,000 to be seized. 





Noble’ Sissle in bankruptcy. 
Negro band leader has debts of 
$13,036 against old clothes, possibly 
worth $200, and 200 orchestrations, 
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Ther ALWAYS A 
BETTER SHOW at RKO! 





HELL'S HIGHWAY’ | 


An RKO Radio Picture 
To 2 P.M., 35e—11 P.M. to Close, 55¢ 
B'WAY 


RKO PALACE 31711, 


World’s Premier Vaudeville 
CHARLES KING 
TOM PATRICOLA, Others { 


—On Screen— 
FOUR MARX BROS. 
in “Horse Feathers” 


Daily Midnight Show Feature Picture 
Complete Midnight Show Every Sat. 


RKO 86 th ST. tex! ave 


Wed. to Fri., Sept. 28-30 


‘OKAY AMERICA’ 


with LEW AYRES 
MAUREEN O’SULLIVAN 


also 
DOROTHY REVIER in 
“BEAUTY PARLOR” 


O81 st ST. srotdway 


Wed. to Fri., Sept. 28-30 


LEW AYRES 
‘OKAY AMERICA’ 


MAU REEN "O' SULLIVAN 
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‘GRAND HOTEL’ Can 
Greta GARBO, John BARRYMORE, 
BAY BEERY, Lismer O BANRYMORE 
5Fst 


On Stage: 
Benny DAVIS & Revue 
at Popular 
Prices 






Com. Friday, “‘PACK UP YOUR TROUBLES” 





O xX , dpctentty AVENUE 
AT 50tr STREET 
. 
George ARLISS in 


“A SUCCESSFUL CALAMITY” 
On Stace—Frank Cambria’s TREASURE CRUISE 
Terry Toon Cartoon - Fox Movietone News 

Beginning Thursday, ““CHANDU," with 
Edmund Lewe and Bela Lugosi 


LOEW S$ wwayeassst MON. FRI. 





















10 AM. r.NOON 
Lilyan TASHMAN 
' Jack BENNY 
on screen Bill Telaak, Rosette 
4“BLESSED f yo ry nigeats 
EVENT”! titlian ROTH 
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at absolutely 


lwhich he values 

nothing. Park Central hotel is prin- 
cipal creditor for $6,500. Peter 
Clark, Inc., has a claim for $590 


land there is a ‘Shuffle Along’ judg- 


ment for $880. 

Mrs. Lucy Cotton Thomas organ- 
izing a benefit for Eva Tanguay at 
the Manhattan theatre Oct. 16. 


‘Another Language’ p. a. ignores 
the usual 100th performance to tell 
that the 100,000 ticket was sold last 
week, 








Isabel Dwan, of Bobt Pincus’ 
act, asking for a separation and 
$125-a week. Says that Bobby, who's 
her husband, used to let her drop 
instead of catching her on the com- 
edy falls in the act. 


Annual rodeo in Madison Square 
Garden opens Oct. 14. Benefit for 
the Hearst free milk fund. 

Marjorie Marquis, wife of the 
columnist, selected to stage ‘The 
Dark Hours,’ which Marquis wrote 
and Lodewick Vroom will produce. 








Male radio entertainers open their 
Artists of the Air Club. Has 300 
members and looking for 200 more. 





Gilbert Miller will start his sea- 
son with ‘The Late Christopher 
Bean.’ ‘Firebird’ probably next. 


Katherine Cornell has shifted her 
opener to ‘The Rape of Lucrece.’ 
She is still in the Bavarian Alps, but 
expected back in October. 


will not come to 
Goes to Pitts- 


‘Good Earth’ 
town until Oct. 10. 
burgh from Philly. 


‘Ol’ Man Satan’ now ‘definitely’ 
announced for Friday (30) at the 
Forrest, 


Group Theatre changes Dawn 
Powell's play from ‘The Party’ to 
‘The Big Night.’ 


Pierette Club to go into action 
Oct. 1, 





Ruth Ann Pennypacker, when 
threatened with statutory charges 
by police judge of Passaic, N. J, 
married Calvin Friend last Tuesday 
(20). Now the authorities are seek- 
ing some evidence that she was 
previously divorced from her first 
husband, George F. Kenny, of New- 
ark, 





New York ‘Daily News’ rebates 
5% on advertising. Ascribes it to 
lower cost of newsprint and other 


-| economies, 





Central Park Casino center of a 
fox hunt last Wednesday (21), but 
no pink coats. Beast got loose from 
the menagerie and took refuge un- 
der the Casino steps. 





Property owners declare the car- 
nival on the site of the razed Ameri- 
can theatre worse for the street 
than the burlesque shows. Want it 
evicted. 





Marilyn Miller announces her en- 
gagement to Don Alvarado. No date 
set. It will be her third marriage. 





Milton Berle took the count the 
opening night of ‘Vanities’ over in 
Brooklyn (19). Had to have several 
stitches taken in his scalp after a 
rough and tumble scene. 





Pictures Classics completes at 
Fort Lee what it is claimed is the 
first indie musical film feature. 





Ben Marden’s Riviera nitery get- 
ting an oil heater so it can stay 
open all winter. 





Frances Alda will be the soloist 
b bg Meyer Davis at the Waldorf 
et. 11. 





Jack Donald trying to round up 
members for Stage club. Similar in 
announced intent to the Academy 
of M. P. Arts and Sciences. 





Retail dealers in convention re- 
veal that $1,000,000,000 goes to slot 


machines annually. Does not 
include gambling devices, but 
merely mechandise-vending ma- 
chines, scales, automats and other 


legitimate devices. 





Earl Carroll in trouble over the 
children used in ‘Vanities. Kid 
society trying to shut them out. 
Mayor refuses permit. 











In addition to Damrosch benefits, 
Symphony orchestra will give 20 





concerts at the Metropolitan. Prices 
will range from 25c¢ to $2. First 
Nov. 1. 

Roxie La Rosa, who broke her 





back in a fall from the apparatus 
while doing a trapeze act at Steel 


| Pier, Atlantic City, a few weeks ago, 








so much better she will be removed | from 


air- 
than 


to her home in Des Moines by 
plane. Figured less trying 
train transportation, 





Milk Fund intervened to prevent 
broadcasting of the Schmeling- 
Walker fight yesterday (26). Had 
an interest in the receipts and felt 
that radio might hurt the gate. 





Joseph Ginsberg, of Brooklyn, 
gets five days in jail for inviting 
Mrs. Margaret Mulligan, radio 
singer, to dine with him. He had 
not been introduced when he met 
her on 43d street, and when he tried 
to push her into a taxi she declined 
and called a cop. 





James Whale in N. Y. on his way 
to Hollywood to film ‘The Road 
Back.’ Says he will not use any of 
the players who were supposed to 





have died in ‘All Quiet.’ Thinks it 
would hurt the illusion. 
Lawrence Tibbett, back from 


Europe with Mrs. Tibbett to sing in 
an operatic version of ‘Emperor 
Jones.’ 





Alfred Aarons explains that ‘Bed- 
time’ is his own and not an Aarons 
& Freedly production, 


Mildred and Alvin Kauffman will 
write the songs for ‘Belmont 
Varieties.’ 





Equity rules that future contracts 
for American players in Canada 
may be paid in that currency. 
Previously required that payment 
be made in U. S. coin, but found it 
was limiting Canadian engage- 
ments. 





Winnie Lightner enters a supple- 
mentary complaint in her N. Y. 
divorce case against George Holtrey. 
Additional charges bring the num- 
ber of co-respondents up to eight. 


Building code violations served on 
owners of 20 theatres. And 30 
others are ordered to appear to ex- 
plain non-compliance with orders to 
remove fire hazards. 





Louis Simon, of Mutual Pictures, 
making one-reel industrials at the 
Atla studios, N. Y. Dramatic 
stories with advertising moral. 


J. H. Hoffberg Co., Inc., has 
bought rights to ‘Isle ef Paradise’ 
for non-English speaking countries. 
Will first prepare a Spanish film 
version, Feature is a non-dramatic 
made on the island of Bali. 





Bobby Sanford tossing his ‘Show 
Boat Revue’ into vaude. Same as 
given on a Hudson river boat last 
summer. 





‘Counsellor at Law’ resuming for 





a limited term at the Plymouth, 
now given indefinite run. 
Jane Cowl to tour in ‘The Man 


with a Load of Mischief’ until a new 
play turns up for her. 





E. H. Sothern, Julia Marlowe and 
Lillian Gish back home on the 
‘Europa.’ 





‘The First Gentleman of Her 
Time’ will replace ‘Only the Young’ 
at the Sutton Show Shop after the 
latter’s two-week run. 





Will Mahoney confirms current 
Broadway rumor by advertising 
that he will no longer be respon- 
sible for his wife’s debts. 





Toscanini coming back to conduct 
the Philharmonic, First concert 
Oct. 3. 





Academy of Ophthalmology and 
Otolaryngology announces that 
voices cracked by strain of public 
speaking or singing can be restored 
by a new device. Telling it in Eng- 
lish, the larynx is mechanically vi- 
brated. 





Appeal of Charlotte Fixel Er- 
langer delayed by the recent death 
of Nathan D. Stern, atty. for Judge 
Erlanger. 





Edward G. Robinson came to 
town last week with Mrs. Robinson. 
All they know about that reported 
approach of the stork is what they 
read in the papers. 





Opera discontinued at Bryant 
Park. Bicentennial commission says 
it wants the park for its own uses. 





Guild will open ‘The Pure in 
Heart’ in New York Oct. 31 instead 
of Nov. 7, as originally planned. 





Frank Conroy postpones his own 
projected productions to go into the 
cast of ‘The Anatomist.’ Play was 
slated for last season, but there 
were copyright complications. 





Francis I. Curtis has withdrawn 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as published during the week in the c 
daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
credit for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. = 
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the direction of ‘Passionate 


Pilgrim.’ 





Mrs. E. D. Stair contemplates 
touring ‘Porgy’ through Canada. 
She opens a stock season in Toronto 
this week at the Empire. 





‘Paid in 
old Dp, 
Charles A. Goettler 
dleton., 


Full, Eugene Walter's 
ay, to be revived for a tour by 
and M. T. Mid- 


—_—_—— 


Libby Holman front-paged in the 
N. Y. ‘Sun,’ giving her first inter- 
view since the Reynolds tragedy to 
Ward Moorehouse. 


Hitchcock's famous beanery to 
be reopened by former employees. 





Wintz to revive ‘Shuf- 
fle Along,’ Miller and Lyles’ old 
musical. Miller will be in the cast. 
His partner died some time ago. 


George E. 





Brooklyn magistrate rules that a 
man can file suit for damages as the 
result of being furnished with bad 
booze. Refused to dismiss a suit 
on the grounds that the buying was 
illegal. 





Bandits shot and killed a police 
officer and wounded the watchman 
of the Huntington theatre, Hunting- 
ton, L. I. Four well-dressed young 
men took seats near the door to the 
business office, and when chance 
offered entered the room, cowing an 
usher with their guns. Watchman 
followed and was shot through the 
leg. Report attracted Constable 
McCarthy, who was in the audience, 
and as he came running up the 
aisle he was shot just below the 
heart. Men went out through the 
alley and escaped. About 2,000 
persons in the audience, but no 
panic. One man was caught later. 
The receipts had been banked an 
hour before the attack. 





Man who registered at the Hotel 
Taft as Alfred Smith of . Toledo 
jumped out of a 20th floor window 
about 10:30 Saturday night, crash- 
ing through the marquee of the 
Roxy theatre, causing a _ panic 
among pedestrians. Several women 
fainted and narrowly escaped being 
trampled. 





Max Hart has entered suit for 
$25,000 against his wife, who re- 
cently obtained a Reno divorce. 
Papers charge that last July 14 Mrs. 
Hart removed from their apartment 
during his absence furnishings to 
the value stated, storing them in a 
warehouse. 


Tax callector of Berks county, 
Pa., reports inability to collect taxes 
on six lots owned by Dorothy and 
Lillian Gish in Sylvan Dell, near 
Reading. Says they won't answer 
his notices. Only $3. 





Little Theatre Operating Co. 
formed to produce at the Little, 
which will not be torn down as 
once planned. VFirst offering next 
month, but not yet selected. 





George White has put ‘Scandals’ 
over until spring. Will do an oper- 
etta instead. 





Weber and Fields reported to 
have under consideration an offer 
to star in a new play by Montague 
Glass. M. S. Schlessinger making 
the proposition. 





George Cohan planning a semi- 
musical to go into rehearsal in No- 
vember. Also contemplates another 
play and N. Y. production of his 
‘Confidential Service,’ tried out last 
spring. 





Grifter recently applied to a local 
charity organization for money for 
railroad fare, claiming to be Rob- 
ert B. Mantell, the actor. Had a 
professional picture of the player 
and he lcoked like him. But it just 
happened that he interviewed some- 
one who knew that Mantell has 
been dead several years. 





Mrs. Pat Campbell coming over 
to lecture. 





Mrs. Vincent Youmans when di- 
vorced was given $150 a week ali- 
mony. At her instance her husband 
will come into court this week and 
tell Justice McGeehan why he cut 
it to $75 without court authority. 





Coast 





Harper Joy, Spokane, Wash., 
banker, who spends his summers as 
a circus clown, was elected presi- 
dent of the Circus Fans Association 





at the San Antonio, Tex., conven- 
tion. 
Following a raid on The sig 


House, John McConnell was arrest- 
ed for conducting a dance hall with- 
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out a license; Donald McClain, ac- 
tor, was charged with unlawfully 
impersonating a woman, and Manuel 
Torres and Frank Lytton were held 
for battery. 





Church and women’s club groups 
headed by Frank Williams, Nevada 





U regent, are circulating a petition 
asking the January state legislature 


|} to enact a law prohibiting all gam- 





i; bling in Nevada except horse race 
pari-mutuals, 

Juanita Hansen owes Bess 
Schlank, Inc., $250 for garments, 


according to a charge in a suit filed 
in Municipal Court, L. A. 





Superior Judge Wood, in L. A,, 
has granted Polly Moran's petition 
legally establishing Los Angeles as 
the birthplace of Jack Trujillo. This 
clears the way for the actress’ 
adoption of the youth. 





Attorneys granted 10 days in 
which to file briefs in L. A. on ap- 
peal of Harold Menjou. Would ob- 
tain Menjou's discharge on second 
degree murder charge in the death 
of Marjorie Ann Gauthier. 





Superior Judge Yankwich, L. A., 
has. granted a motion for a non-suit 
in the accion brought by stockhold- 
ers to set aside the sale of the 
‘Illustrated Daily News’ by the 
Daily News Corp. to the Stockhold- 
ers’ Publishing Co. 





Colleen Moore has been sued in 
Superior Court, L. A., for $100,300 
damages, which Mrs. Clara B. Decan 
charges she incurred when struck 
by the actress’ auto. 


Suit filed in L. A. to collect $252 
fro:.. Tom Gallery for damages, 
charged done to the home of Marie 
Prevost during his lease of the 
property. 





Mrs. Mabelle Eaves Kent, di- 
voreed first wife of S. R. Kent, Fox 
president, is dangerously ill in 
Hollywood. 





Charging Fox with plagiarism of 
her story, ‘Lucky Molly Dawn,’ in 
its production, ‘Delicious,’ Marie 
Mannix has sued the film company 
in L. A. for $1,500,000. 





Marian Nixon denies that she and 
her husband, Edward Hillman, Jr., 
have separated and will seek di- 
vorce. 





Motion picture and oil industries 
led all others in increased activities 
and employment in California dure- 
ing August, according to the U. S. 
Employment Service bureau. 


Charlotte Nixon-Nirdlinger, ace« 
quitted last year of killng her huse- 
band, the late Fred G. Nixon-Nird- 
linger, in France, is in Hollywood 
with screen ambitions. 





Gov. James Rolph, Jr., presented 
a silver plaque to Sid Grauman as 
a tribute to his work in promoting 
the motion picture pageant during 
the Shrine convention in ’Frisco in 
July. 

Ruby Rae, actress and radio 
singer, has brought suit in Superior 
court, L. A., against C. M. and 
Emma L. Dalton for $11,370 dam- 
ages. She charges she was injured 
in a crash with the Dalton auto and 
has been unable to continue her 
career. 








Sheriff's vice squad, led by Capt. 
Ray Morris, raided two alleged 


(Continued on page 62) 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bowman, son, 
San Diego, Sept. 16. Father is pro- 
gram director of KGB. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bert Sebell, daugh- 
ter, Cedars of Lebanon hospital, 
Hollywood, Sept. 19. Father is pro- 
duction manager for Reliance Pic- 
tures, 

Mr. and Mrs. Ferde Grofe, a son, 
Teaneck, N. J., Sept. 25. 





MARRIAGES 


Marjorie Cagnacci, 
Eugene Pallette, actor, 
Ventura, Calif. 

Mildred Bruce and Leon Becker, 
both members of the ‘Manhattan 
Scandals’ Co., vaudeville unit show, 
were married Sept. 17 at Pleasant 
Valley, N. Y. 

Phil N. Rosino, musician with Al 
Hunter’s State Theatre Commo- 
dores, and Olga C. Leo were married 
Sept. 17 at Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 


non-pro, to 
Sept. 18, 


Pearl Hutchinson to Al Lotta, 
Sept. 4, in San Bernardino, Cal, 
Bride, former film actress, is a 


script clerk at Paramount studios, 
yroom is in transportation depart- 
ment at the same studio. 

Bert Kelly, film producer, to 
Adrienne Dore, actress, in Chicago, 
Aug. 13. 

Theodore Von Eltz, film actor, 
married Elizabeth Lorimor, Los 
Angeles, at Acua Caliente, 
Sept. 23. 

Elsie Maud Tavion io And 


socialite 


Clyde, 





actor, Ontario, Calif., Sept. 23. 
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CHATTER 


Broadway 


Nita Naldi around again. 

Kelcey Allen wears the greenest 
hid. 

Peg Mahoney of Publix has a new 
niece. 

Dick Gilbert's missus drove 
from Kentucky. 

Beatrice Lillie nat sure about the 
jmmediate future. 

Conway Tearle has settled down 
at the Park Central. 

charlie King dropped 
preaking in his new act. 
Prancis I. Curtis out as director 

The Passionate Pilgrim. 
Aaron Gottlieb and Walter 
Fleischmann p. a.’ing together. 

Fanny Holtzmann back from Eu- 
yope after opening branch offices. 

The Charlie Einfelds have called 
jt a summer and are back in town. 

A Publix mugg referring to R. J. 
O'Donnell as ‘Plat Blonde’ O'Don- 
nell. 

Hope Hampton and 
Brulatour back with new 


up 


20 =)bs. 


of 


hubby Jules 
operatic 


plans. 

Jack Mason staged the numbers 
of the Chicago ‘Of Thee I Sing’ 
troupe. 

About 40 minutes was deleted 
from. ‘Clear All Wires,’ after the 


premiere. 

They finally got the the rug back 
in the reception entrance to Publix 
exec row. 

Asked how big the Skolskys’ new 
baby is, Sidney replied: ‘Almost as 
big as we are.’ 

The Square’s latest sidewalk shill 
does the spieling for a chain drug 
store’s 5c sodas. 

Albert Deane says he's really in 
film business now. He has a law- 
suit on his hand. 

Fred Rath, formerly with Par, in 
from the Coast, bringing a play with 
him for fall production, maybe. 


Excavation on Russ Moon to re- 
move an appendix got under way 
Jast wee!l: at the Polyclinic hosp. 

Hdward G. Robinson got. in Fri- 
day for an eight weeks’ stay, vaca- 
tioning. Plans for Europe are indef. 

Jeff McCarthy has given up his 
Mamaroneck swimming and is back 
on 59th street south for the winter. 

Joe Cunningham writing dialog 
for George Vanderbilt's film, made 
during expedition to tropical waters. 

Sole proviso in the Puck and 
White kiss-and-make-up was that 
Sammy White lay: off the galloping 
steeds. P 

J. J. Rubens. told Ben Serkowich 
they were distantly related, but 
Serk shot back it was too distant 
for a touch. 

Archie Mayo, WB director, in 
town tor a fortnight to spend the 
Jewish holidays with his family. 
Also vacash. 

Tom Hardy of 
Boston College. grad. 
Charleston, Mass., as was 
Jack Donahue. 

Milton Berle as guest of honor at 
Connie’s Inn Sunday nite m. e.’d in 
introing the celebs, and tickled the 
profesh with nifties about Richy 
Craig, Jr. 

Bee Sidney, mother of Sylvia, op- 


‘Ballyhoo’ is a 
Born = in 
the late 


erated on for app in Hollywood 
and also holding Dr. Sig Sidney on 
the Coast, pending his wife's con- 
valescence. 

Mitch Rawson, that Carelina | 
swordsman, is well nigh in tears 


because his favorite film star is re- 
ported about to wed her favorite 
screen comic. 

Wally Sullivan,. who used to be a 
newspaperman himself before going 
Warner Bros. shorts as a scriptist, 
back on the Morntelly doing the 
Broadway col. 

Parchment scroll signed by 500 
film stars and executives was pre- 
sented to Roscoe Arbuckle at a 
party given. at the Park Central by 
Leo Morrison, his agent. 

Leonard <¢‘Variety’) Levinson of 
the Coast office seeks a_ suita- 
ble monicker for the new heiress. 
Mrs. Lev is Ruth Keller, who has 
appeared in pix and Coast legit. 

A Hotel Taft suicide jumper 
crashed through the Roxy marquee 
Saturday eve, missing Florenz Ta- 
mara-and Christine Marston, who 
were 7th avenue promenading, by 
mehes. 

Mrs, Paul Hale’s three-year-old 
triplets got their first flash at 
Broadway on a day’s outing piloted 
by Murray Ritter. Mrs. Hale was 
formerly Doris George of the George 
Sisters. 

Fortified by a flock of scripts Sam 
Briskin, Columbia studio exec, takes 
the water route back to the Coast 
Oct. 1 on the S. S. ‘California’ for a 
fortnight’s 0.0. ing of lots of aqua 
Pura and MSS, 

Having had a wire 
Lawrence ryrver fish 
hungry, Max Winslow will dog sled 
't up there this week, chop a hole 
m the ice and watch the other boys 
eatch ’em. He's been just watching | 


from the St. 
that they're 


} 


| 





Hollywood 


Bruce McFarlane and Howard 
Phillips off to N. Y. by auto (26). 

M. H. Hoffman, Jr., still thinks he 
can drive his car to Mexico City in 
three days. 

Mirrored arch that reflects pedes- 
trians 14 times is attracting crowds 
in front of a Broadway shoe store. 

Roger Marchetti looking for a 
house in Hollywood, where he will 
open a branch of his downtown law 
office. 

W. P. (Pat) Garyn, general sales 
manager for National Screen Serv- 
ice, will arrive here from New York 


around Oct. 15. 
Sam Holland leaves the Radio 
publicity department. flat after one 


week, with Ken Whitmore quitting 
to return to Fox. 

Ernst Laemmle wearing African 
shorts and helmet around the U lot 
to advertise ‘he’s directing the tropi- 
cal story, ‘Nagana.’ 

Alfred Newman, United Artists’ 
musical director, threw an 18th cen- 
tury masquerade party and played 
nothing but Mozart music. 

Eddie Mannix, Henry Ginsberg 
and Hal Roach threw a stag party 
for Arthur Loew. Affair was ex- 
clusive, only 10 guests invited. Loew 


had to stand for a flock of ribbing. | 





Loop 


Green Grills latest try a bust. 

Jack Kelly hiberating in Lansing, 
Mich, 

Gene ciosed his 


Castle has 


;cago office. 


Harry Balaban opens the Com- 
mercial Oct. 5. 
George Brown, Canton, Ohio park 


manager, in town. 


Harry Gordon is getting some 
home cooking in New Jersey. 
George Devron returning to 


Stevens Oct. 1 for Kennaway. 


Goodman Ace and Al Boasberg in- 


separable during latter’s visit. 
Charley Agnew, Edgewater Beach 


orchestra leader, booked for: the 
Palace. 
Ben Lowis got the number two 


berth at the Adelphi b. o. instead of 
Morty Levine. 

Harry Katz in from N. Y. hold- 
ing pep rallies for Indiana and Illi- 
nois managers. 

Ted Weems lubricated the news- 
papermen at a big party prior to his 
Oriental opening. 


Charles Lum opens his religious 


play, ‘Joseph and His Brethren,’ at | 


Freeport, Ill., Oct. 2. 

George Sweet and the missus mo- 
tored into Dixie after closing their 
stock season in Sioux City. 

Bernard Souss, stage director for 
the Bainbridge Players of Minne- 
apolis, halted a week en route to 
Manhattan. 

Columbia dined Sax Rohmer and 
the press in the Palmer house two 


days before ‘Fu Manchu’ started 
broadcasting. 
Margie Williams, femme lead 


with the Minturn Players, lost three 
days witht a cold, but was able to 
open in Milwaukee okay. 

‘Of Thee I Sing’ company went to 
Lincoln Fields to watch races 
named for Oscar Shaw, Cecil Lean, 
Sam Harris, Roberta Robinson, 
Donald Meek and the show. Eddie 
Saunders fixed the track end. 


Paris 


Those silent Metro execs. 

New Bolshy book by Malaperte. 

Andre Dahl, French author, dead. 

Thelma Bowman Spear giving up 
France. 


Suzy Vernon's dark makeup nice | 


but thick, 

Jeanne Helbling 
Max Ruppa. 

Dr. Ludwig Lewishon fading off 
to Vermont. 


dancing with 


; 
‘Searface’ opening done in Holly- 


wood style. 
Marcel de Sano goes 
choanalysis. 
Jack Connolly faithful to the Am- 
bassadeurs hotel. 
Reuben Mamoulian 
his Paris schedule. 
Henri Willmetz reading scripts to 
Yvonne Printemps. 


in for psy- 


overstaying 


Lacey Kastner rising early to 
meet Jack Pickford. Bes 
Madame Detzel of the Artinis 


looking for a partner. 
Gaumont Palace stage now under 
Erenthal management. 
Dorothy White, ex-Mrs. 
Baker, off to America. 
Picture people going to the Coli- 
see basement restaurant. 
‘Searface’ murdering 
ways at the Agriculteurs. 
Johnny Stein talking himself out 
of his job as press agent. 
Benno-Vigny getting a 
tract from Henri Ullmann. 


them all 


fat con- 


Dave Souhami having an open-air 


lunch with President Delac. 
Corniglion Molinier taking 
cian friends to the Aeroport. 
Jack Connolly the first man te 


patri- 


With fishing pole in hand fer years ij know in Paris of the finding of the 


| 


Chi- | 


the 


Jimmy | 


LEBLANGERS PLAY HOST 
TO B’WAY TREASURERS 


With a break, 
Hellraisems’ 
outings at Long 


It was the eighth outdoor 


great weather 
blang’s 
annual 
Sunday. 
party 
magnate, with Broadway's legit the- 
|}atre treasurers the guests. Three 


i 


bake grounds. 

| Matty Zimmerman, the head man 
at these affairs, conducted a series 
;of nutty races, top distance 30 
|yards. Although the events were 
| primed for laughs the prizes were 
|no joke, all being practical, such 
|}as orders for hats and shoes 30x 


| 


| office men who are working quietly 


|slipped such prizes to treasurers 
|}of dark houses. 
Funniest event of the day was 


golf driving. Every contestant was 
|kidded and few were able to keep 
' the ball in bounds. Dubbed shots 
by good players was a burn-up for 
| them, but plenty funny to the gal- 
lery. 

The baseball game promised an 
argument, but it came out as 
planned, the treasurers winning by 
114 to 12. The Leblangs spotted the 
box office muggs five runs. After 
a series of goose egg innings by the 
Leblangs the treasurers’ started 
bragging and were on the verge of 
| wiping out the handicap. 








| Hutchinson plane on which two of 
| his ex-employes+Norman Alley and 
(Jere Altifish—were cameramen and 
| wireless and sound operator. 

Mabel Boll hopping from Fou- 
| quette into an anonymous taxi. 
Producers suddenly developing 
| considerable interest in Arielle. 
| Invitations sought for Valery 
| Boothby’s receptions in Garches. 
| Bob Wyler’s local work apparently 
attracting attention in Hollywood. 

Lolita Bell dancing her way from 
|the Lido into pictures and revue. 
Hunting season opened on Lily 
'Pons by divorce and mush reporters. 
Alexander Korda taking over Gil- 
| bert Miller’s Left Bank apartment. 
Annette Kellerman capitalized by 
E. G. Wittereid, the Lido’s press 
| agent. 
| Colette d@Arville says Walter 
; Winchell is correct, but two years 
| late. 
| These low-minded French can’t 
believe Tex Guinan heads a ladies’ 
seminary. 

Jack Campbell making a flying 
trip to Soviet Russia before going 
|to Hollywood. 
| Champs- Elysees’ 
| desecrated by the 
cheap coffee house. 

Dorothy Felton's picture in 
‘Dancing Times’ boosting Paris sale 
of the paper by one. 

Mary Heaton calling up Jimmy 
Walker over the Transatlantic 
phone and finding him absent. 

Emile Natan giving a dinner for 
| the Brulatours and the Leonce Per- 
|rets before Marivaux opening. 

After Erich Pommer _ signing 
Andre Daven, it looks like Andre 
Daven signing Erich Pommer. 

Elizabeth Pinaieff of Berlin now 
blossoming forth as 
uncer the new name of Lily Dorell. 

John Amery, son of a British 
cabinet minister, back in France 
with Miss Una Wing, his fiancee, 
and wanted in England for motor 
speeding. 

Local production companies won- 





exclusiveness 
opening of a 





Universal or just going to fill that 
;old contract. 

Galli Galli and his wife staring at 
| the Lido pool until it is time to go 
land get remarried Turkish fashion 
;at the Mosque. 


Courtney Riley Cooper, circus 
|}man, writer and globe _§trotter, 
|speaking about circus life to the 


| American Club of Paris at luncheon. 
The surprise trip idea, with des- 
|} tination unknown to passengers be- 
|fore they start, is extending to fly- 
|ing trips as organized by the Aero- 
‘port, a Montparnasse night club. 


London 


again becoming 





Ice rinks the 
| fashion. 
June at the Cafe de Paris wearing 
a worried look. 
| Fred Connyngham 
| Drury Lane show. 
| Toni Labriola rehearsing a take- 
| off of Joe Termini. 
| Harry Hall lunching 
| fridge’s directors. 
| Beaumont Alexander 
| charge of Murrays’ Club. 
‘Bow Bells,’ touring 
will clese in two weeks. 
Carl Hagenbeck over here from 
Hamburg to buy and sell acts. 


in the new 


with Sel- 
now in 


| the sticks, 


|large buses journeyed to the clam | 


a Paris star 


dering if E. A. Dupont is signed by 


ee SERRE 


Le- | 
resumed their | 


Branch 


inaugurated by the iate ticket | 


’ 
} 
} 


| 
| 





Yokel Lure 
Los Angeles, Sept. 26. | 
Suburban drive-in eatery has | 
figured a Way to snag the | 
tourists, 
Good-looking blonde in pic- 
ture make-up, and man in 
Charlie Chaplin regalia, are 
stationed outside in a car, full 
of film equipment pretending 
that they are waiting for the 
rest of a film company to fin- 
ish eating. 











CLEVELAND AIR RACES 


$17,300 IN THE BOX 


Cleveland, Sept. 26. 

air races held in Cleve- 
out in the red $17,300, 
making it more doubtful than ever 
that Cleveland will get the races 
next year. Last year’s aerial cir- 
cus event lost a reputed $75,000. Un- 
less Cleveland guarantees better re- 
sults, it is likely that races will be 


National 
land came 


staged in 1933 in either Detroit, 
New York or Chicago, which have 


placed bids. 
Clevelanders blame this year's 
loss to high ticket prices which, to- 


gether with gate fee and reserved 
seats tax, amounted to about $5 
per couple—a figure that in these 


times scared a large percentage 
away. 

Official figures for sale of tickets 
and concessions amounted to $261,- 
998, while expenses totaled $272,- 
300, leaving a deficit of $10,300, plus 
$7,000 which was withheld as prov- 
ision for contingencies. Largest ex- 
pense item was $89,738 in prize 


money. 


Gov't Plasters End Reno’s 
Not So Perfect Summer 


Reno, Sept.26. 

Ending what has been everything 
but a pertect summer for Reno, the 
federal yovernment is about ready 
to press for trial 27 padlock suits 
involving nearly all of Reno’s best 
known establishments. Indications 
are that in most instances the 
abatement actions will stand and 
the town will be pretty dry for a 
few weeks. 

Included among the places are the 
Silver Slipper, the New York Club 
and Lawton’s Springs, the three 
remaining night clubs, while scat- 
tered throughout the list are sev- 
eral elaborate speakeasies that have 
been going strong for two years or 
more. 

Pelle Livingston's Cowshed, which 
has been closed for lack of patron- 
age and a bankroll for over a year, 
is also due to be officially locked 
up. 








Keeney Gets Back His 
Floridian Race Track 


Jacksonville, Fla., Sept. 26. 
Frank Keeney, the original meas- 


Likker Hits New 
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Low; Leggers 
Just Getting By 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Coast liquor prices have taken 
another drop. They're down to what 
the peddlers claim is rock bottom, 
with little margin of profit left. 

Bourbon and rye, supposedly the 
real stuff, is now selling for $32 per 
ease of <+ pints. Brands selling at 
this figure are: Coon Hollow, Glen- 
more, Farmdale, Log Cabin, De 
Luxe, Golden Wedding, Early Times 
and Guggenheim. ‘Old Colonel’ is 
also quoted at the same price, but 
most of it is phoney. 

Scotch is averaging arcund $35, 
with several brands, such as Walk- 
er’'s Black Label, Dewars Victoria 
and Buchanan's, selling for $40 and 
$45 per case of alleged quarts. 

Rum is tops at $40 per case, with 
several brands, such as Lemon Hart 
and Charleston, going for $35. 
Champagnes, with the exception of 
Mumms Cordon Rouge, are $55, the 
Mumms bringing $75 per case. 

Cordials and wines run from $40 
to $58 per case, with little demand, 
Local wines sell for $17 per case, 
local gin $11. 

Beer, landed here from Canada at 
$18 per barrel (five 24 bottle cases), 
is selling for $32 per bbl., which 
leaves little profit for the handlers 
after everyone has been cared for, 


Local ‘leggers are content to 
make a small profit if they can 
move their stuff. Both L. A. and 


Hollywood recently have been more 
or less wide open as compared to 
the past two years. Beer spots are 
numerous, but little hard liquor is 
sold over the bars, most of the lat- 
ter being bottle trade. 

Little good beer is sold in the beer 
joints. Practically all of it is home 
brew or needle stuff. 


MOB SOURS, PUTTING 








Hollywood, Sept. 26. 


Second session of dog racing, 
which opened at the Culver City 
track two weeks ago, is being 


operated in the red. Admission has 
been cut to 40 cents, with femme 
patrons admitted free, but this isn’t 
helping, 

Both the public and the gamblers 
are beefing over the odds paid, with 
no one able to figure how the short 
dough paid is calculated. Outsid- 
ers paying as high as $25 on the 
nose, pay even money for secondary 
options, There’s no payoff or show. 

Picture mob, which went for the 


bow-wow merry-go-round when 
it first opened, has soured on it 
now, with few recognizable \names 


in attendance. Gamblers, who were 
heavy bettors at the first meet this 
summer, also are nrcow absent. 
When the track first opened, sev- 
eral other promoters, including 





tro of Keeney Park, rechristened St. 
Johns Park when Keeney did a 








| 


| Mrs. Pat Campbeil returning to 
| America in October for a lecture 
| tour. 
Herbert Marshall expected back 
j here in the fall for a new produc- 
; tion. 
Johnny Nit staging the dances for | 

Tommy Lorne and Simon Elkin’s 

| revue. 


|} Ursula Jeans and Diana Wynyard 


Continued on page 63) 


| difference two years ago. 
| time the deal was announced, it was 
| believed that a meeting would be 
| held at St. Johns prior to the open- 
| ings at Miami. Now it looks like 


|} the locals will have to travel to 
Miami or possibly Tampa, where 
promoters are planning to 


walkout a couple of years back, has 
been handed the horse racing plant j 
near Jacksonville by Messrs. Dwyer 
and Gallagher. | 

Dwyer and Gallagher took the 
plant over from Keeney’s represen- 
tative after the theatre man had let 
it drift. They have operated two 
seasons, going into the red heavily 
during both. Under the jurisdiction 
of the new state racing commission 
last spring, they lost more than the 
year before due to the mutuel re- 
strictions. 

Keeney, local sports men believe, 
will have trouble attracting horse- 
men to St. Johns because of his in- 
Up to the 





revive | 
the Oldsmar horse plant. 
Greyhound racing seems to be the | 
chief sport 
winter. 


of North Florida this | 


MEX. CITY CLEAN UP 


Mexico City, Sept. 22. 





Cops have launched Saturday 
night drives against known crooks | 
- | 

and suspicious characters, includ- | 


ing dope peddlers and pansies, who 
frequent local cabs 

First sortie netted 61 prisoners 
Idea is te make all cabs safe for] 
bpublic. i 


| off its show for the 
; and moved 


Alexander Pantages, announced 
their intention of bui'ding dog 
tracks. Ali have ccoled off now. 


ee 


Rothstein’s ‘Ghost Town’ 
Now Farm for Jobless 


The ‘phantom village’ of the late 
Arnold Rothstein in Middle Village, 
Long Island, is now a thriving farm 
colony. The City of New York owns 
the land and some day hopes to 
turn it into a public park, is allow- 
ing unemployed of Queens to grow 
their own produce 

The late gambler built move than 
100 homes on the site which never 
were occupied. Adjacent to the ‘vil- 
lage’ a large race track was built by 
Rothstein, who hoped make a 
second Belmont Park. 

After the city purchased the land 
all the houses were razed. The out- 
line of the track is still visible, 


to 





Show Goes to Garden 


committee has called 
Yankee Stadium 
to the 
Objective is 


Democratic 
indoors Gar- 
den. Nov. 1. 
still swell the 

Cleveland Bronner 


its 
Date is 
to treasury, 


will handle the 


affair, which will have prices rang- 
ing from $1 to $2.50. Program will 
be changed, the outdoor event te 
have employed cireus acts with @ 
fireworks finale 


DOG RACES IN THE RED 
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First National contracted to pay 
Petrova $80,000 advance on each 
negative. She made two pictures. 





A. H. Woods bought the Goldwyn 
company’s half interest in ‘The Fall 
of the Romanoffs’ for $125,000. Her- 
bert Brenon held the other half. 
Represented about $60,000 profit to 
Goldwyn. 





Al Jolson was flirting with the 
idea of a concert tour. 





Duffy and Inglis closed at the Or- 
pheum, Brooklyn, when they refused 
to take a bow. Sore because the 
act had been cut. Audience kept 
applauding and stopped the Dolly 
Sisters, who followed, 





Something blew up at the Fox 
Audubon, N. Y., leaving the house 
in absolute darkness. Oscar Lor- 
raine prevented a panic by playing 
the violin continuously for more 
than an hour. 





Greenpvint theatre, Brooklyn, was 
using 10 or 12 extra acts at the Wed- 
nesday mats. Tryouts, with the UBO 
sending agents over. 





Sign makers were worried over 
the possible abolition of electric 
displays during the war to conserve 
fuel, 





P. Dodd Ackerman, scenic artist, 
talking up drapes for stage sets 
to overcome transportation troubles 
caused py the war. Everything to 
go in trunks, 





New labor law preventing women 
from working after 10 p.m. was to 
be enforced against cabarets. Own- 
ers worried, but not for long. 





Paramount was planning an ‘un- 
precedented’ drive. To spend more 
than $1,000,000 for advertising in 
newspapers in 80 cities. First time 
this had been done. 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’) 








Thomas W. Keene and John Mc- 
Cullough were fighting it out for 
drama honors in Chicaga, Frederick 
Warde was in Pittsburgh. Booth, 
Barrett and Downing had not yet 
started. Six stars in classical rep- 
ertoire, largely Shakespeare. 





Weiting Opera House, Syracuse, 
N. Y., was dedicated Sept 18, 1882. 
Mile. Rhea was the star in ‘Romeo 
and Juliet.’ Report adds that the 
house was emptied in three minutes 
after the last curtain. Beating cur- 
rent fire notice to the idea. 





Leaviti's Gigantean minstfels car- 
ried 40 different styles of lithos and 
two styles of 80 sheet stands in four 
colors, Usual size was 28 sheets. 





Orton’s circus playing in Mt. Airy, 
N. C., had seats collapsed with 1,500 
persons. Injured many and seri- 
ously. 





Myers American Circus was sold 
at auction in London. About 75 
head of stock, eight elephants and 
10 lions included. 





Clipper assured an inquirer that 
contortionists did not have their 
cords cut to enable them to per- 
form their tricks. 





Sale of Coup’s circus, attached 
for debts in Detroit, brought good 
prices for the wild animals, mostly 
purchased by circus men and zoos. 
Much disuppointment when it was 
announced that the horses and three 
elephants would be sold as one lot, 
since they were covered by a special 
mortgage. Even the street car com- 
pany, out to get the draft animals, 
did not know what to do with the 
elephants. Local liverymen bought 
the lot of about 90 horses, including 
some ring stock, for $18,750. He 
had sold the elephants, provision- 
ally, to some of the circus men, and 
turned a profit. Forepaugh bought 
the largest and the local zoo took 
another. 


Inside Stufl—Pictures 


(Continued from page 6) 


to stage and screen personalities than any hotel man in America. Frank 
took over the managership of the Ambassador under his father’s tutelage 
when the hotel first opened. 

It was a rocky road until Ben got the idea of making the Cocoanut 
Grove the rendezvous of screen people. Also another long uphill pull 
until he got the Tuesday ‘star’ nights under way and college nights 
(Fridays). From then on the room became one of the best known in 
the country. 

Frank is now in Chicago conferring on the future policy with the S. W. 
Strauss interests which own the hotel, 





Social registerite who occupied the suite adjoining that of Greta Garbo 
on the trip to Sweden was amazed at the stories she heard on her return 
of Garbo's attitude of exclusive snobbishness on board ship. 

According to the society woman, Garbo’s attitude toward hor fellow 
passengers was cordial and she even seemed to go out of her way to 
greet the others with a cheery ‘Good morning.’ 

Only exception was a femme reporter who was so insistent in her 
efforts to get in contact with the actress that sailors on deck duty were 
told to keep her from annoying the star. 

Miss Garbo entered into the usual deck sports and generally had guests 
for afternoon tea, according to this fellow passenger. 





Although Picture Classics, indie producer, can’t decide whether to 
credit RCA Photophone or Brunswick for the recording job on ‘It Hap- 
pened in Paris,’ Photophone is certain that Classics will have to pay it 
the royalty. Picture is now in work. 

Story told by Classics, which produced the feature at the Ideal Studios, 
N. J., is that Photophone promised it could dub music into the dialog 
track. When a separate track for the music was made the indie com- 
pany claims Photophone said it did not have the facilities in its Fifth 
Ave, quarters to do the job, Thereupon, Classics indicated it would take 
both tracks to Brunswick. 





There will be no Publix partnerships in the middle west and northwest, 
from indications, but to solidify the zone the Colorado division may be 
switched to the territory under the general operating supervision of 
Martin J. Mullin. 

The question of Kansas City also arises as a result of Publix’s redemp- 
tion of five theatres in that immediate territory. They along with the 
Colorado setup are under Milton J, Feld at the b. o., with Louis Finske 
division manager in the field. It igs pointed out the Colorado division 
could be easily handled through the Salt Lake City district office under 
Mullin, who now has the entire northwest and the central middle west. 





Florida is at it again, taking a sock once more at California. This 
time Attorney General Cary D, Landis states that producers who would 
locate in Florida can come in and be exempted from taxation for 15 
years. 

it is his opinion that under section 12, article 9, of the state constitu- 
tion producers would be exempted. This sentiment has to do with in- 
dustries locating in Florida and using products grown in Fiorida in their 
manufacturing. While Florida doesn’t grow celluloid, it does grow cotton, 
and plenty of it, and film is nothing more than ‘a cotton composition.’ 
That may be news to California. 





Because they had previously confused her with another actress of 
somewhat similar name the Chicago ‘American’ gave a solid column to 
Gladys Walton, former film star of a decade ago. She is now the mother 
of three children and the wife of Henry Herbel, manager of the Chicago 
Universal exchange. 

Miss Walton starred in many pictures and met her husband when he 
was Pacific sales boss for U. Chicago public in general did not know she 
was now a Chicagoan, 





‘Three On a Match,’ new First National release, contains a plug, con- 
scious or otherwise, for ‘The Match King,’ another FN picture just com- 
pleted. 

Using an imitation of Ripley’s ‘Believe It or Not’ cartoon, an insert 
explains that the expression came not from soldiers during the war but 
from Ivar Krueger, Swedish match king, who upped his income tremen- 
dously by spreading the legend, Warren William has the lead in both 
pictures, 





Brooding over press notices of her work in her intial picture, ‘Thir- 
teen Women’ (Radio), had depressed the late Peg Entwistle and is deemed 
partially the cause of her suicide on the Coast by friends. 

Former Theatre Guild player had gone to Hollywood determined to 
make good in pictures, but she is said to have felt that the adverse com- 
ment on her first effort practically obliterated future chances, She had 
intended returning to New York. 





Fox brought ‘Jubilo,’ starring Will Rogers in under the wire at an 
even $398,000, considerably under the expected production cost. Two- 
thirds of the production amount, or $225,000, went to Rogers as salary 
which leaves $165,000 for the picture. 

Under his new contract Rogers’ renumeration was adjusted by Winnie 
Sheehan to $100,000 a picture. 





The Grey Line busses are now in legit under the tie-up with Willie 
Edelstein who is sending out those variety shows through Pennsy. 
Troupes and scenery will be bussed on the one-nighters, with five weeks 
covering 35 towns already set. 

Two shows going out, one headed by Stepin Fetchit with a colored 
revue, and the other holding Jack Squires, Mary Nolan, et al. 

An attempt to heal the breach between Ronald Colman and Samuel 
Goldwyn was made before the former’s $2,000,000 libel suit was filed. 
Colman’s attorney, Neil S. McCarthy, was opposed to bringing the 
action, and Dr. A. H. Giannini was called in to intercede. He failed in 
his attempts to bring Goldwyn around from an alleged arbitrary stand 
on the matter. 





Use of the word ‘Publix’ for various lines of business is spreading 
rapidly. Coined by Paramount in 1926 as the name of that company’s 
theatre chain, and a different spelling for ‘Public’s’, it's now all over 
New York and other cities. 

No effort has been made to stop its use by firms outside the theatre 
field. 





Interviewing four people at a time in separate confessional-like rooms 
is a precedent Charles O'Reilly, head of the TOCC, is setting. By this 
method he sees as maay as 50 people in an afternoon, The TOCC head- 
quarters, since the projectionist fight and complete New York indie 
swing-over to Empire from Local 306, has been busiest in the history 
of the organization. 

If the guest is verbose or over-curious O'Reilly lets him sit in one 





Inside Suf—Lesit 


New York producer, Max Gordon, of ‘Cat and the Fiddle’ is consider- 
ably upset on the deal made with Belasco & Curran for the coast rights 
of the play. With shows not hitting the pace out here, the New York 
end made a flat royalty deal with the Coast men. It provides for $1,000 
flat a week and should the take run over $18,000, jumps to $1,250. The 
show, which has run eight weeks in San Francisco, got around an $18,000 
average on its stay. The production cost of $28,000 was gotten out in 
the first three weeks, with the producers getting around $10,000 a week 
profit out of the opus. 

Entire overhead of theatre and cast ran an even $8,000 in San Fran- 
cisco, while in Los Angeles it will hit about $500 less. Is figured that 
show has a chance for 12 weeks in L. A. 








Idea for the story of ‘Lilly Turner’ was taken from observation of a 
‘free health show’ which occupied a Broadway store next to the Mane 
hattan (Hammerstein’s) a year or so ago. Philip Dunning dropped in 
pretty regularly to chat with the people of the outfit. His wife, Frances 
Fox Dunning, frequently accompanied him and wrote the story from 
which Phil turned out the script. 

Originally tried out as ‘Lily,’ the play has since had other working 
titles including ‘Exit the Queen.” When Dunning joined with George 
Abott as a managerial team the latter collaborated on rewriting the play. 
It was previously tried out by William Harris, Jr., with Mary Duncan 
in the title role, 





Sam Harris is having beaucoup casting troubles on his current season's 
plays. He just got ‘Here Today,’ his first of the season, going when 
Donald MacDonald asked to be released in order to go into Elmer Rice's 
new ‘Black Sheep.’ 

Harris also had Claire Luce practically set for the femme lead in his 
second play, ‘Dinner At Eight,’ when she walked over to ‘The Gay 
Divorcee,’ Wiman-Weatherly production. Then, on the day rehearsals 
for ‘Dinner’ were to start Jose Allesandro, male lead, died. Judith Wood 
replaces Miss Luce and Cesar Romero the late Allesandro, 





An inside laugh during the tryout days of ‘Ballyhoo of 1982’ wasn’t 
funny to the producers. Originally the finale of the revue was a six-day 
bike race between girl riders but the idea was tossed out in Atlantic 
City. The girls didn’t know how to ride anyway. 

Prior to the opening Charles Ahearrt called at the ‘Ballyhoo’ show 
offices with the suggestion that his nut bike act be inserted. No one in 
the office knew him or anything about the Ahearn turn. Later it was 
conceded Ahearn would have ‘made’ the finale. 





Paul Muni won't be able to do any picture work before next summer 
because of a legit contract he has with Elmer Rice for ‘Counsellor at 
Law.’ Muni’s contract runs until June 1, 

Play was originally intended to stay only about three weeks in New 
York after the recent reopening, but is now to stay indef. Idea was for 
Muni to head the company on a road tour throughout the current season. 





Anthony Veiller, son of Bayard, seems to be following in the footsteps 
of his father. He's just finished a play called ‘The D. A.’, which has 
one of his Dad's typical courtroom scenes. 

Show will be tried out by the Hedgerow Playhouse in Pennsylvania. 





None can o. o. a rehearsal of Brown & Henderson's ‘Forward March” 
musical without a written okay from the producers. 

It’s because a baseball scene has been reported lifted by another mu-. 
sical producer who's bringing his show in first. ' 








of the compartments while he journeys on to the next. An average of 
five minutes is figured for the average visitor, 





Buying of screen material for Paramount at the New York home office 
is virtually at a standstill. 

Explanation is that with new independeunt producer setups, such as 
with Charles R. Rogers and B. P. Schulberg, plus associate producere 
ships, such as Al Lewis, more material in future will be chosen by 
those men. 





Columbia has some 25 Walt Disney ‘Mickey Mouse’ subjects on the 
expiring contract on its shelves, and will reissue other ‘Mouse’ cartoons 
accumulated the past five years. 

This will be done to joust with Disney’s product on the new U. A. 
contract. 





Indie producer was floored by an actor whom he was interviewing for 


a menace role when the ex-matinee idol began spouting about ‘My 
Public’ and ‘My ability wasted in heavy parts.’ 
Producer finally found out why the actor turned down the part. He 


had just finished 15 weeks as a martyr in a Biblical picture. 





Paramount has dropped its option on ‘M,’ German mystery thriller made 
by Nero. Par had contemplated doing part of it over in Hollywood and 
dubbing the rest into English. 

Columbia, which originally angled for the American rights to the film, 
is reported again interested, and Fox also has opened negotiations, 





Warden Lewis E. Lawes’ schedule of 20 speaking engagements around 
the country, mostly before women’s clubs, on his experiences at Sing 
Sing, ete., is figured by Warners as valuable exploitation advance on 
its ‘20,000 Years in Sing Sing.’ 

WB is not directly tied up on the Lawes tous. 





Best two British grossers in the world market are reported ‘Jack's the 
Boy’ and ‘Sunshine Susie,’ both Gainsborough pictures. 

‘Susie’ was bought for America by Radio and title was changed to 
‘Office Girl.’ It did poorly in the States. ‘Jack’s the Boy’ cost only about 
$70,000. 





Finding a New York recording studio is an asset, not only from the 
standpoint of accommodating regular licensees but also for a fair volume 
of outside independent revenue, RCA Photophone has renewed its lease 
on part of the property on Fifth avenue where it formerly had its 
headquarters, 





New York now has two Roxy theatres if signs are to be believed. 
Sign with the Roxy name went up over the new Radio City house last 
Thursday (22). The Roxy on Seventh avenue hasn't yet picked a new 
name. 





Picture companies seem to be going for H. G. Wells. Two of the 
British author’s books are now in work, one by Par and one by Universal 

Paramount has ‘Island of Dr. Moreau,’ which will be retitled ‘Island 
of Lost Souls.’ Universal has Wells’ ‘The Invisible Man.’ 





Saturday is only a half-holiday at the RKO New York office and the 
holiday begins after one in the afternoon. Execs have so been notified 
and the thought goes for all employees besides, 


7 
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; COUPLE FIND A 


WAY TO BEAT 
- COLUMNISTS 


A way to circumvent the New 
York chatter columnists was the 
yeason for the ‘protected’ separa- 
tion story of Dorothy Hall and Neal 
Andrews, which broke in the ‘Sun’ 
yesterday (Monday). Announcement 
of the split was written by Ward 
Moorehouse, a close friend of both 
principals, and was given page one. 
Something-on the same idea was 
used when Ann Harding and Harry 
Bannister made known their divorce 
intentions on the Coast. 

Miss Hall and her husband both 
gigned a statement. Actress will 
move to the Ritz Towers while An- 
arews will retain their present pent- 
house at the Barbizon-Plaza. They 
remain on friendly terms. 

“Andrews is a manufacturer of cos- 
metics and president of the Inecto 
company. Miss Hall is currently 
featured in ‘Lilly Turner,’ the Dun- 
ning-Abott show, her name going up 
in lights at the Morosco last Fri- 
day (23). 

There will be an amicable divorce, 
probably at Reno, after the run of 
the show. 


Tent Pitched on Main 
‘Street Stayed 4 Mos. 
As Exhibs Scowled 


Chicago, Sept. 26. 

Chilly weather may end the long 
encampment of the Earl Ross stock 
company in Ft. Wayne, Indiana. 
Their canyas tent pit ied on an 
empty lot right in the heart of the 
@owntown business district, this 
@ramatic troupe has played four 
months at 25 cents to excellent 
business. 

Local exhibitors wore scowls 
every time they lamped the inter- 
loper’s pavilion. For this reason, 
as well as the burdens of rent, light 
and overhead the present efforts of 
Ear] Ross to find an indoor theatre 
to spend the winter in may not be 
successful, Exhibitors want to speed 
their departure. 


Carroll’s Unused Act 
Arbitrates Dispute 


An arbitration between Ear] Car- 
roll and one of the foreign acts 
which he brought over for the new 
‘Vanities’ but is not using, is dated 
to be heard Thursday (29). Matter 
involves Petite Jimmy, also called 
‘Little Chevalier’ because of his im- 
itations of the French star. Jimmy 
is 16 years of age and is accom- 
panied by his mother. 

Jimmy along with the other alien 
acts imported by Carroll has a six 
weeks’ guarantee. The manager does 
not refuse to pay his salary, but 
insists he remain in New York dur- 
ing that period. Jimmy, having pro- 
Posed engagements in Paris and 
Belgium is desirous of sailing back 
and asks for a settlement in full. 

The Parisian acts were brought 
Over under the management of 
George W. Lattimore, colored Pa- 
risian agent from America. While 
most of the foreigners were spotted 
in ‘Vanities’ after the Newark open- 
ing, two others besides Jimmy are 
out, others being Harry Wills, who 
appeared at the Roxy, and Rachel 
De Corlez, comedienne, formerly of 
the ‘Folies Bergere.’ 














Ina Claire’s Return 


Ina Claire is coming back to 
Proadway legit in the lead role of 
‘Nine Pine Street,’ murder mystery 
Play being prepared by Whitaker 
Ray and Margaret Hewes. 

Play, based on a notorious actual 
New Bedford murder, is being 
staged by John D. Williams, with 
Settings by Robert Edmond Jones. 





Givens’ Divorced 


Denver, Sept. 26. 
Mrs. Marguerite Darrow Givens, 
Denver musician and dancer, was 
Sranted a final decree of divorce 
from Charles W. Givens, actor, 











NEW ‘DELMAR’S REVELS’ 
Harry Delmar is planning a re- 
vised edition of ‘Delmar’s Revels.’ 
He and John W. Bonney, theatrical 
Attorney, are to do it. 
Mack Gordon and Harry Revel 
are writing the new tunes. 


———— ee 





Film Career for Widow 
Of Nixon-Nirdlinger 


Philadelphia, Sept. 26. 

According to friends in Philde)- 
phia, who made public the content: 
of a letter from her this week 
Charlotte Nash Nixon, who was ac- 
quitted at Nice, France, last year 
in the fatal shooting of her hus- 
band, Fred G, Nixon-Nirdlinger, 


will embark on a picture career. 

Friends stated that she is to ap- 
pear in a jungle picture which will 
be made on location in India. The 
Nirdlinger widow has been living in 
Pasadena since her return. to 
America. 

Mrs. Nixon was ‘Miss St. Louis’ 
in the 1923 bathing beauty contest 
at Atlantic City. She married the 
theatre man soon after. Under the 
terms of the theatreman’s. will, 
she was to have received a one- 
third share in his $700,000 estate. 


NEW ‘HUMPTY’ OCT. 31; 
HOLTZ IN OWN REVUE 


‘Humpty Dumpty’, with the book 
completely rewritten by Laurence 
Schwab, Buddy De Sylva and Sid 
Silvers, will take to the boards again 
on or about Oct. 31, probably in 
Philadelphia before a Broadway en- 
gagement. The musical show was 


brought back after one try-out week 
in Pittsburgh. 

Jack Haley and Jack Whiting 
have joined the cast, Lou Holtz, 
Eddie Foy, Jr., and J. C. Nugent 
being out. 

Show opened at the Nixon to 
$4,500 and there was a $10,000 ad- 
vance sale. Unfavorable reviews re- 
sulted in a line at the box office, 
patrons asking for their money 
back. By Wednesday the advance 
was down to $3,000. 

Previous to the show’s opening, 
Holtz was enthusiastic on its 
chances and bought in for 5%, no 
money changing hands, however. 
During the week Holtz told Schwab 
and De Sylva he was miscast. He 
said he did not want salary for the 
engagement and figured $100 would 
cover his expenses. Schwab gave 
him $500 and let him out of the 
agreement to buy in. 

Holtz plans assembling a vaude- 
ville revue along the lines his show 
at Warner’s Hollywood (New York) 
last winter and going on tour at 
$2 top. Show is to have 10 acts 
including a name band and a chorus 
of 20 girls. 

Their chore on refurbishing the 
score of the piece completed, Nacio 
Herb Brown and Richard A. Whit- 
ing, co-composers of the DeSylva & 
Schwab musicai, returned to the 
Coast Saturday night. They have 
studio songwriting contracts to fill. 











Betty Wheeler Becomes 
Broadway Ticket Agent 


Mrs. Betty Wheeler, formerly of 
Bert and Betty Wheeler in vaude- 
ville, has gone into the _ theatre 
ticket business. Understood she is 
backing the venture which will be 
conducted by Ruby Weller, a Broad- 
way spec. 

Office has been opened in the 
Broadway theatre building which 
lights tonight (Tues) with ‘Vani- 
ties.’ 





Proceed with Caution 


Albany, Sept. 26. 

Jane Cowl opens here today in 
‘The Man With a Load of Mischief’ 
under the Lawrence Langner ban- 
ner. 

Show stays here a week then goes 
to Boston for two weeks, during 
which time it will be decided 
whether it will stay out on the road 
for a couple more months or not. 
All current preparations have been 
just for the three weeks. 





Nixon Solid to Nov. 26 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 26. 
Decision of Guild to keep ‘Good 
Earth’ out for an extra week and 
bring it here will give the Nixon 





Indies’ New Worry 





With shows folding up so 
fast, certain actors who're ap- 
proached for new productions 
take the position they'll not 
rehearse five weeks gratis and 
find themselves still laying 
off, unless the bid comes from 
a producer of some standing. 

That's becoming one head- 
ache among the indie legits 
on their casting, especially 
with important people. Latter 
would rather angle for radio, 
pictures or presentations than 
worry about a legit run on 
Broadway. 


Albany Capitol Lights, 
Jane Cowl Splits Week 
With Burlesque Troup 


Albany, N. Y., Sept. 26. 

Capitol theatre, dark for a year, 
opened as a legitimate house to- 
night with Jane Cow) in ‘The Man 
With a Load of Mischief.’ It will 
operate on a split week policy, play- 
ing to ligitimate road attractions 
the first three days and Empire 
burlesque the last half. 

Oscar J. Perrin, who has man- 
aged the house under the Shuberts 
for seven years, will have control. 
W. W. Farley owns the theatre and 
held the lease for the house when 
the Shuberts operated it. 

The Capitol is the only legitimate 
house within a radius of 100 miles 
of Albany and has a drawing pop- 
ulation of more than 300,000 within 
17 miles. 

A number of road attractions al- 
ready have been booked. After 
Jane Cowl, ‘Cyrano,’ with Walter 
Hampden wil) follow on Monday 
Oct. 3. 


Blumenthals Quitting 
Casino for Alvin 


‘Music in the Air’ has definitely 
been booked at the Alvin, where it 
is due next month. The deal was 
made independently, booking not 
going through either the #Bndert 
or Erlanger exchanges. 

Show is said to be in on a straight 
75-25% split. Major musicals have 
received about the same split on 
Broadway, but with a sliding scale, 
house usually getting a larger share 
up to $15,000. 

In addition to the ‘Music’ booking, 
Peggy Fears will have the office 
suites formerly occupied by Alex 
Aarons and Vinton Freedley, her 
husband, A. C. Blumenthal, also 
having quarters in the Alvin. 

That indicates that when the cur- 
rent day of ‘Show Boat’ is finished 
the Casino will be handed back to 
the bank which has controlled it 
since Earl Carroll was ousted. Nick 
Holde is general manager of the 
Fears-Blumenthal show interests. 























‘Vienna’s Long Hop 


Detroit, Sept. 26. 

When ‘Reunion in Vienna’ leaves 
here Oct. 8, it goes to Minneapolis, 
one of the longest legit jumps in 
years. 

This is being done in an atempt 
to have as many spots start the 
Theatre Guild season at the same 
time as possible. 








Baron Files Writs 


Basing his action upon claims for 
legal services rendered, Saul J. 
Baron has, through an assignee, filed 
attachments against the Nixon- 
Apollo Theatre Co. and the New 
Garrick Theatre Co., both of Phila. 
W. J. Keeley is the assignee. 

Amount given in the Apollo at- 
tachment is $1,500, while the claim 
against the company operating the 


| New Garrick comes to $2,500. 





FOX HURT BY AUTO 
Boston, Sept. 26. 
Beauvais Fox, press rep for ‘The 
Cat and the Fiddle,’ due here, is at 





three of its five American Theatre | the City Hospital recovering from 
Society subscription plays in Oc- | serious injuries received when he 
tober. Dramatization of Buck | was struck by an automobile. 
novel will be the first, Oct. 3, with Fox was just getting out of one 
‘Pure In Heart’ Oct. 10 and ‘Cynara’ |car in front of the Hotel Lenox when 
Oct. 31. he was hit by another. His name 
Nixon, which got off to a bad | was on the danger list at the City 
start week before last with the | Hospital for 24 hours after he was 


floppo ‘Humpty Dumpty,’ is booked | first taken there, but officials at the 
solid through Thanksgiving week | hospital said that his condition was 





beginning next Monday (8). 


improving rapidly. 





vv 


Tully’s Inheritance Levy 
To Collect Suit Costs 


Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 

Through his local attorney, 
Charles Hazelhurst, Richard Walton 
Tully seeks to levy liens amount- 
ing to $45,000 against New York 
property of Mrs. Grace Fendler cov- 
ering the costs of the ‘Bird of Para- 
dise’ plagiarism suit she brought 
against Tully in New York. 

Suit was decided a year and a 


half ago, with costs unpaid. Pres- 
ent action brought because Mrs. 
Fendler inherited real estate in 


N. Y. city recentiy, 


PHILA LYRIC AS THIRD 
INDIE RIVAL OF UBO 


Philadelphia, Sept. 26. 

Last week’s theatrical surprise 
was the announcement made Friday 
that the Lyric and Adelphi theatres, 
on North Broad street, and formerly 
belonging to the local Shubert chain 
but dark for a year and a half, will 
soon reopen under the management 
of Morris Berns, formerly associated 
with the Metropolitan Opera House, 
the Casino (former burlesque 
house), the Dunbar (colored) and 
Girard theatre. 

Berns’ plans as outlined to the 
press cal] for different policies at 
the two houses. The Adelphi will 
open Oct. 15 and will be the home 
of a group known as the Interna- 
tional Players of New York. Plays 
in foreign languages will be offered. 

The Lyric, on the other hand, will 
have, according to Berns, ‘only the 
finest Broadway successes. With 
this house back in the legit, Philly 
will have three indie houses, The 
management is angling for ‘Coun- 
sellor at Law.’ 


Paul Kelly Suicide; 
Victim of Ill-Health 


Responding to a letter of warning 
of his intent to commit suicide, the 
police yesterday (Mon) broke into 
the apartment of Anthony Paul 
Kelly at 410 W. 110th street and found 
the playwright dead surrounded by 
manuscripts of his plays and notes 
he had written to friends and his 
landlord. 

Windows and doors had been 
sealed before he turned on the gas. 
One letter ascribed his action to 
ill health. Kelly had seldom been 
seen around Broadway in the/last 
year and appeared to shrink from 
old familiar contacts. 

His best known play was ‘Three 
Faces East,’ which was a post-war 
success on Broadway and through- 
out the country. Another play of 
some note was ‘The Battle Royal.’ 

One of Kelly’s notes asked that 
his burial] be left to the American 
Legion, of which he was a member. 

















He mention« two brothers’ in 
Chicago. 


New Role for King 


Dennis King from ‘Show Boat’ is 
slated for the new Peggy Fears mu- 
sical, ‘Music in the Air,’ which stars 
Reinald Werrenrath-and which goes 
into the Alvin. Guy Robertson or 
Howard Marsh will succeed King in 
the Ziegfeld show, latter being the 
original in ‘Show Boat.’ 

Helen Morgan ‘s another who's a 
likelihood for the Fears-Kern-Ham- 
merstein operetta. 


No UBO Rival 
Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 26. 
Masonic Auditorium, which last 
season played stock and road shows, 
is not going to operate commercially 
this year. After canvassing possi- 
bilities, committee in charge made 
the decision to avoid $45,000 city 
tax. 
This leaves the Lyceum, UBO, as 
the only house for road shows. 











Sunday Home Rest 


James O'Neil of Equity was badly 
injured in a fall at his home Sun- 
day. He is confined abed, tempo- 


rarily paralyzed on the right side, 
a fracture of the shoulder being in- 
dicated. 


UBO Laying Out Long Road Routes, 
35 Weeks of Broken Time Possible 


The United Booking Office which 


constitutes the new legit circuit is 
reported progressing rapidly with 
out-of-town bookings. Number of 
shows on the books is growing. 
U.B.O. not only supplying shows 
for the keys but is now laying out 
routes in the small stands. Half a 
dozen attractions have already se- 
cured long broken time routes, it be- 
ing possible to play one, two and 
three nighters consecutively for 35 
weeks for the first time in years. 


Among the better known shows 
going into the small stands are 
‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ ‘Choc- 
olate Soldier,’ ‘Merry Widow,’ ‘Wal- 
ter Hampden, ‘Vanities’ (last sea- 
son’s edition), ‘Another Language’ 
and ‘New Moon.’ 

A small stand route was laid out 
for Fred Stone who closed at the 
Shubert in ‘Smiling Faces’ Saturday, 
but he refused to play broken time, 
which included Canada, middle west, 
down to Texas. The veteran re- 
garded such a tour too difficult for 
him. 


Flanders’ First, ‘Ida’ 
Second Production for 
Coast Musical Rep. Co. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 

‘Rose of Flanders,’ current at the 
Mayan, will be the foundation of a 
permanent musical repertoire com- 
pany for the Pacific coast, accord- 
ing to plans of Edward Royce and 
associates, who are sponsoring the 
operetta, which opened last Friday 
(23). Second production will be 
‘Princess Ida,’ by Sir Arthur Sulli- 
van, rehearsals of which will get 
under way this week. 

Plan of Royce and associates is 
to rehearse a No. 2 ‘Flanders’ com- 
pany during its run here. This pro- 
duction will be sent through the 
Northwest and to stands west of 
the Mississippi as soon as ‘Princess 
Ida’ with the original ‘Flanders’ 
cast gets under way. 

Popular priced policy will prevail, 
with $1.50 top nights and $1 mats. 
Ray Coffin is handling the press for 
Royce, with Fletcher Billings in the 
box office. Business management 
will be directed by J. Finger, one of 
the producers. 











‘Village Follies’ Plus 
Sundays for Garden 


‘Greenwich Village Follies’ title, 
on the shelf for several years, may 
be revived by the Shuberts for a 
revue when they take back the 
Winter Garden, New York. Warner 
Bros. is giving up the theatre in 
January. Shuberts are planning 
the show for mid-winter production. 

Along with the revue the house, 
under Shubert management, prob- 
ably will return to its o'd vaude- 
ville concert policy on Sunday 
nights, 





Newport Bankrolled 


Newport, R. I., Sept. 26. 

Newport’ Casino theatre virtually 
is assured of opening it’s seventh 
Summer season next year for al- 
ready $10,000 has been subscribed, 
including $2,000 from Newport 
townspeople, 

The theatre committee is com- 
posed of representatives of the so- 
ciety colony who are summer resi- 
dents of Newport. 





BURR BIDS FOR COMICS 


Clark and McCullough are being 
negotiated for by Courtney Burr for 
his new musical. Vernon Duke is 
doing the music, E. Y. Harburg, the 


lyrics, and S. J. Perelman the 
sketches. 

Burr figured in the ‘New Yorkers’ 
anonymously on the financing and 


, although E. Ray Goetz 
formal ‘presenting.’ 


promoting 
did the 


The Omnipotent Blumey 
A. C. Brumenthal would turn tm- 


| presario for concert, as wel). 


He’s dickering with Maria Jeritza, 





O’Nei!l is one of the oldest em- 





ployees in Equity’s home office. 


the diva, to handle her on the con- 
cert platforms. 
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Arty wl Lightweight Is First 





Play of Swank Sutton PI. Little 


A couple of young entreprenuers 
Robert Gross and Fred Fisher, who 
have been mixed up with stage pres- 
entations among the 
would-be swank set, unveiled ‘Only 
the Young,’ a fragile comedy 


Mayfair or | 


by | 


rakes 


company 


Reading, Sept. 26. 


stock actor 


A Reading 


who is piloting his own company of 


+ 

| Playing a Type 
| 

| 


Cecil Lewis, in a 299-sea auaednn 14 players in a medicine-musical 
artistically labeled the Sutton Show : f past 

oe - . . | show playing tent lots in Virginia 
Shop. It's situated in the Sutton, a sh¢ playing \* & 
club hotel, at 330 East 56th street, | took a day off to motor home. On 
i smart §S ace sector 
in the smart Sutten place sect the road he came across another 


near the East River, and is just the 
locale to encourage such a venture. 

For, while the hi-hat trade ap- 
parently liked ‘Only the Young,’ they 


did so primarily, one suspects, be- | drama, 


cause they came in as invitees of 
the sundry patrons whose financial 
favors made possible Messrs. Gross 
and Fisher's venture. While the lat- 
ter may have other aspirations, in- 
cluding an eye to Broadway, ‘this 
play will not take them there, even 
though such an astute entrepreneur 
as Arthur Hopkins is said to have 
previously had an option on ‘Only 
the Young.’ Not even the Hopkins 
magic and ultra casting or. other 
proved professional skill, one fears, 
could combine to make this .piece 
stuff such as Broadway demands. 

Yet it's not altogether bad. With 
a very shallow stage, Cleveland & 
Randall, Inc., whoever they: are, 
contrived a not bad single set! for 
the villa on the Italian lakes. Ralph 
McBane's direction, if not inspired, 
evidenced that the players weren't 
permitted to run away from him. 
And to one who has any knowledge 
of the travail besetting ambitious 
young producers, it must be jap- 
parent that Gross and Fisher must 
be resourecefu’ indeed. A slant at 
those portable seats in the Sutton 
hotel's auditorium evidenced » that 
the boys had to do a little promot- 
ing there alone. bt 

As for Equity, that must have 
been a headache. They got around 
that under the ‘special performance’ 
classification of ony six shows a 
week (no Saturdays or mats); a let- 
ter of guaranty that, should. a 
Broadway production eyentuate and 
cast changes became necessary,: the 
oustees would. receive two weeks’ 
salary computed on their average 
the past two years; and_ kindred 
other such dispensations. No Equity 
bond nor contracts with one excep- 
tion. 

Cast comprises Beverly Bayne, 
Theodore St.John, Elizabeth Young, 
‘Hilda Spong, Barry Townley, Léslie 
Denison ‘and Maud Ainsle, wha do 
their stuff ‘in the soie set ina ‘span 
of time ranging from a summer aft- 
erneon ;to late ‘that night. 

‘Miss Baynie’in a'role, as « keptee, 
that could: be built up, if anything 
ever becomes of Mr. Lewis’ play was 
lightweight. Miss Spong, labeled 
‘Squirrel,’ as the eccentric mother, 
won some salvos for a ‘fat’ part 

Theodore St. John seemed a, bit 
bewildered by a.bewildering role as 
the son who’s smitten by his father's 
paramour, The old boy is Barry 
Townley, who doesn’t manage. badly 
in a rather human part as the phil- 
andering big business man. Miss 
Young is the kid sister who has an 
instinctive yen for her pseudo- 
brother which unsisterliness is ex- 
plained in the denoument that. he’s 
not her blood brother after all. 
She's not bad. either. Denison in a 
flaccid role plays it that way. 

Idea is to change’ scripts fort- 
nightly. Abel. 





Milwaukee Season of _ 
Varied Attractions 


Milwaukee, Sept. 26. 

The Davidson and Pabst theatres 
promise a widé range of attractions. 
The Davidson, with UBO attrac- 
tions, began its year Sept. 19 with 
‘Cynara.’ Manager James A. Higler 
is going to take out his picture 
booth, making room for 90 
balcony seats. 

Among bookings annouuced ‘for 
the Davidson are: ‘Another Lan- 
guage,’ ‘Of Thee I Sing,’ ‘The Laugh 
Parade,’ ‘The Cat andthe Fiddle,’ 
‘Cyrano de Bergerac,’ ‘Counsellor at 
Law’ and Earl Carrol’s ‘Vanities.’ 

The Pabst, independent, has the 
heaviest schedule in years. Included 
in its season's highlights are Alfred 
Lunt and Lynn Fontanne in ‘Re- 
union in Vinna,’ Salmaggi’s Chi- 
cago grand opera company, the Chi- 
cago Symphony orchestra in a series 
of concerts, Newman = travelogs, 
Paderewski, and the Don Cossack 
Russian male chorus. An unusual 
feature will be a season of Friday 
mornnig lectures by 20 celebrities, 
including Amelia Earhart, Vicki 
Baum and Lowell Thomas. 

Harry Minturn has taken the 
Majesice theatre to give winter 
stock. First in a decade or so. 

The Minturn Players’ include 
Marjorie Williams, Francelia Wat- 
erbury, Marguerite Slavin, Victor 
Sutherland, Benedict McQuarrie 
and Vincent Dennis. 
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| company, similar to his own, alter- 
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nating medicine sales 


An Indian did most 


of the in medicine 


sales. 


spieling 


After the chief. turn, done with a 
that 
like the lingo of the Berks county 


broad accents 


Pennsylvania Dutch, the visitor in- 
troduced himself to the redskin. 

Removing his wig, the latter 
launched into conversation in pure 
Pennsylvania Dutch. 

‘I'm thé best medicine show In- 
dian in the business,’ he declared 
with pride. 


BAINBRIDGE STOCK IN 
LATEST OPENING EVER 


Minneapolis, Sept. 26. 

The touring: ‘legitimate season 
finally will get under way here Oct. 
10 when the New York Theatre 
Guild sends Alfred Lunt and Lynn 
Fontaine to the local Metropolitan 
for three nights and a matinee in 
‘Reunion in Vienna.’ ‘Cynara,’ 
which previously had been booked 
to open the season Sept. 26, can- 
celled, E. G. Tunstall of Minneap- 
olis, veteran theatrical man, has 
been appointed business manager of 
both the Minneapolis and St. Paul 
Metropolitans, replacing Edmund 
Stein of St. Paul. 

The dramatic stock season was 
inaugurated at the Shubert theatre 
this week. with ‘As Husbands Go.’ 
‘Buzz’ Bainbridge, veteran’ stock 
impresario; is calling his show- 
house a ‘show boat’ with various 
features, including a drinking bar, 
to ‘help carry out the idea, The 





| night top price has been reduced to 


838c, including tax, in place of $1 
last season. Hach ticket entitles 
the holder to one free drink at the 
bar. The opening’ date, Sept. 25, is 
the latest in local dramatic stock 
history. 

The Gayety, burlesque stock house 
operated co-operatiyely by its em- 
ployes, is interchanging its com- 
panies with a group of other mid- 
western burlesque theatres, 





McLaughlin’s Stock 


Resumes Oct. 23, Cleve. 


Cleveland, Sept. 26. 
‘Strange Interlude’ film opens a 
three-week run at $1.50 Oct. 2 at 
the Ohio, legit house, while Robert 
McLaughlin's stock suspends to 
permit the picture’s engagement. 
McLaughliin’s stock company is 
slated to start winter season Oct. 
23. 


Vail Reopens Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 26. 
Harking back to the old days of 


|stock here, Kdwin Vail Players at 


the Pitt will offer four mats week- 
ly—Tuesday, Wednesday, Thurs- 
day and Saturday—at 40 cents top, 
thus escaping tax. Night scale is 
99 cents. 

Vail opens season Monday (3). 
Leads are Shirley Booth and Alden 
Chase, 

Others include Kathryn Meskyl, 
Baker Moore, Sylvia Manners, 
Henry Richards, Sam Flint, Ella 
Ethridge, Charles Webster and Roy 
Elkins, 








CANTON’S UNION STOCK 
Canton, O., Sept. 26. 

Second season of dramatic stock, 
sponsored by the local stage hands, 
opened Sept. 24 at the Grand opera 
house. The Gordinier Players have 
been set in for an indefinite period, 
with a new bill weekly. 

Last winter the co-operative stock 
ran at the Grand for 30 consecutive 
weeks, with the Edith Ambler Play- 
ers doing well. Union musicians 
were in on the plan a year ago but 
this year the stage hands will go 
bit alone. 








sounded just | 





Playing. Safe 

‘M’Bangi,’ a play about the 
South African veld is in re- 
hearsal for the Cherry Lane 
Playhouse in Greenwich Vil- 
lage, with the authors an- 
nounced as Hendrick Baney 
and Granville Holmes, 

Authors also appear as ac- 
tors in the play, but use two 
sets of phony names, They 
figure if they fail to click as 





actors they can retain the 
names they use as authors; 
and vica versa, And if they 


fail both ways, they can still 
use their real names. 











Dramatic Stock Isn’t 


Counted Out in West; 
Several Towns Open 


Chicago, Sept. 26. 

Faint murmurs of activity in the 
middle western dramatic stock field 
are audible. Happiest omen was the 
decision of Leonard .K. Brin, film 
exhibitor of Milwaukee, to try stock 
as the solution for the downtown 
Majestic in the pretzel town, Harty 
Minturn got the franchise and gath- 
ered a company in Chicago through 
Milo Bennett, consisting of Victor 
Sutherland, Ben McQuarrie, Margie 
Williams, Marguerite Slavin, Fran- 
celia Waterbury, Robert Blakeslee, 
Charles Deschin and William Pol- 
lard. 


Stocks recently organized are the 


Kan.; Boyd Truesdale Players, re- 
placing Don Dixon Players at the 
Grand, Cedar Rapids; and a rotary 
stock managed by Tom Brown to 
play Woodstock, Belvidere, Har- 
vard, and several other small towns 
in northern Illinois. C. D. Peruchi 
in Knoxville, Bainbridge Players in 
Minneapolis, and Oscar O'Shea in 
Waukegan, IIl., are also operating. 
Edith Ambler Players moved last 
week from Dover, Ohio, to the Wel- 
ler, Zanesville, Ohio. Some 23 legit 
actors were placed with various 
companies in the past fortnight out 
of Chicago. At the same time, how- 
ever, the layoffs were swelled by the 
arrival of numerous tent shows dis- 
banding for the season. 


HAILED AS WORST YET, 
TRIPLETS’ DIES SOON 


‘Triplets,’ a play written and pre- 
sented by Mark Linder at ‘the 
Masque last Thursday (22) and 
taken off after Friday night, drew 
the most severe panning in years. 


The actors waived the usual two 
weeks’ salary guarantee but have 
filed claims with Equity. Linder 
split the receipts among the cast, 
each player receiving a bit over $3. 
Stage hands refused to permit the 
curtain to rise at Saturday’s matinee, 
demanding their wages or a pro- 
tective bond which was not forth- 
coming. 











LADY AGENT SUES ADAM 


Kaj Gynt Wants 10% of Haynes’ 
Salary in ‘Pastures’ 





Boston, Sept. 26. 


Daniel L. Haynes,. the Adam in 
‘Green Pastures;’ now running at the 
Colonial theatre here; Laurence 
Rivers, Inc., the road company han- 
dling the show, and the Boylston 
Theatre company; lessee of the the- 
atre, are being sued by Kaj Gynt of 
New York in the Suffolk Superior 
Court here last. week. 

The plaintiff seeks to recover 
commissions totaling at least $f,- 
347.50 alleged to be due her under 
a contract for getting Haynes his 
role in the show. The bill: also 
seeks to enjoin Laurence Rivers, 
Inc., from paying Haynes any money 
and to enjoin the Boylston Theatre 
Co. from paying $275 to the Lau- 
rence Rivers, Inc, 

The plaintiff says that on Oct. 18, 
1928, she entered into a contract 
with Haynes to be his personal rep- 
resentative and business manager, 
and that under the contract she ob- 
tained for him the role of Adam. 
She claims also that he agreed to 
pay her 10% of what he received. 
She declares that he has been paid 
at least $275 a week; that during 
the run of the show in New York 
City for 18 months he paid the com- 
mission to her, but that when the 
show went to Chicago payments 
stopped. 








Clyde Waddell Players at Topeka, | 


Levy, .who formerly 


| Plays on 
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Broadway 





LILLY TURNER 


Comedy-drama presented by George Ab- 
bott and Philip Dunning. Written by pro- 
ducers from story by Frances Fox Dunning. 
Staged by the authors. Dorothy Hall feat- 
ured. At the Morosco theatre Sept. 19. 
$3.30 top. 


Dave Turner...csccess ...- James Bell 


Doc McGill. .ccseceseceeses- Granville Bates 
Mrs. McGill. .cccccesccsess Claire Woodbury 
Lilly Turner. scceessses eeee-+-Dorothy Hall 
Frederick... ccccsesseccsese ».-Robert Barrat 
Dr. Hawley.cecccesssseceees Joseph Creehan 
Bob CroSs. scccsasccsssscsevsssss John Litel 
Truckman...... a0 0neetestaus Percy Kilbride 
Hotel Manager........ Emmett Shackleford 
Bell Boy..ecece Peceececcesece Warren Bryan 
Policeman. pebrecsccscsevseess Byron Shores 


The ‘Broadway’ combination, Phil 
Dunning and George Abbott, have 
joined again not only as a writing 
duo but as producers. They have 
several plays scheduled. That their 
first attraction, ‘Lilly Turner,’ is not 
quite up to expectation is not a bad 
omen, for the author-producers have 
done a good writing job and have 
cast the play expertly. 

The atmosphere of the piece is 
drab, as is the topic itself—a small 
medicine show. It’s stay on Broad- 
way will be limited. 

For the ballyhoo there is a strong 
man who ‘when 16 years, of age I 
had a nervous breakdown/-etc. The 
sex angle.is set. ferth by a. petite 
blonde in tights, the Lilly Turner of 
the play. She isn’t literate and is 
inclined: towards affairs, although 








married to Dave, a flat-chested 
booze-fighting prop man of the 
outfit. Five years before Dave had 
married Lilly, when she was going 
to have a baby whose father had 
scrammed. For that and his kina- 
ness to the child up to its demise. 
Lilly is much attached to her pasty- 
faced mate, who doesn't particularly 
mind her excursions with the vari- 
ous ‘strong’ ‘men who join the 
troupe. 

The subject matter and people are 
not attractive, nor is the action 
highly dramatic. Comedy content 
hardly quite enough of an offset, so 
that the play depends on its acting, 
and there are excellent perform- 


ances. Managers at the first night 
thought that ‘Lilly’ was so well 
played that it could not miss. But 
the critics rated it mild, and that 


won't help. 

Lil is carrying. on an affair with 
Frederick (Fritz), the strong man of 
Dr, McGill's Health Exhibit, but she 
doesn't take it seriously. Outfit is 
touring the tanks and moving daily. 
Something goes wrong with Fritz, 
who has ‘bees in the head.’ A doc- 
tor discerns insanity and has him 
committed to the local asylum. A 
new strong man happens along in 
Bob Cross, the taxi driver who has 
brought the physician. 30b was in 
the realty business and is a victim 
of the depression. He falls for Lil 


and joins, the. troupe to replace 

Fritz. The girl goes for him, too. 
But Fritz catches up with the 

show having escaped from _ the 





BURST OF PRODUCTION 
BRINGS HOLLYWOOD 4 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Five néw. stage productions are 
penciled in for the next month in 
a sudden burst of legit activity 
after a dull summer. Four of the 
shows are aimed for Hollywood and 
only one is set for downtown L. A. 
Hollywood Playhouse reopens 
first week in October with ‘Young 
Ideas,’ by Sidney Tabor. Morgan 
Wallaee -is directing and Walter 
Brown producing. Music Box slated 
to get ‘Harlem,’ produced by Robert 


ran colored 
stock at the Lincoln. George Sher+ 
wood, with an option on Dickson 
Morgan’s ‘Cameo,’ expects to re- 
enter the local field. Following ‘The 
Marquise’ at the El Capitan, Henry 
Duffy will do ‘There's Always Ju- 
liet?’ and is looking for two film 
names to headline. 

Arthur, Silber will open ‘Black 
Cotton,” colored musical at the 
Orange Grove Sept. 28. Belasco and 
Curran are angling for ‘Of Thee I 
Sing,’ ‘Clear All Wires,’ and ‘An- 
other Language,’ after being turned 
down on a coast production of 
‘Showboat.’ 

‘Louder Please,’ which just closed 
at the Pasadena Community play- 
house, is seeking a theatre in town 
under the sponsorship of Gilmore 
Brown, the director. Next at the 
Pasadena house is a week each of 
‘Lightnin,’ ‘These Few Ashes,’ and 
‘Mr. Mary Sawyer.’ Latter, by 
Emerson Treacy, has the author, 
Gaé Seabrook, Tom Brower and 
Leah Winslow in the cast. 

Major Morris J. Herbert's road 
show of ‘Journey’s End’ called off 
as well as the Charles Harris deal 
to put ‘Fatal Wedding’ into the Mu- 
sic Box. ~ Harris is now acting as 
rental agent for the latter house. 


Ahead and Back 


Freddie McKay agent 
Stork Is ‘Dead.’ 
Jed , Shaw_ back, 
ahead ‘Another Language’ 
cago). 

Fred: Jordan agent Abbey Players 
(due at Beck). 

Merritt Franken agent ‘The Other 
One.’ 

David Cauffman back, Bill Gor- 
man agent ‘Of Thee I Sing’ (Chi- 
cago). 





for ‘The 


Ned Holmes 
(Chi- 


Morris Jacobs company manager 
‘Here Today.’ 


Edward Moscary back with 
‘Nona,’ Arthur Levy agent. 
Elbert Severance p. a. for ‘The 


3udget.’ 

Carl Fisher manager and Dick 
Maney agent, ‘Lilly Turner.’ 

Mayer Portner p. a. for Kamsler 
and Fuller. 
Leon Friedman will agent ‘Coun- 
selior at Law’ on tour. 

Harry assex, gen. mgr. ‘Man 
with Load of Mischief,’ Jane Cowl 


asylum. 20b then comes into 10 
G's through the sale of a property, 


and Lilis going away with him. But 
the bedraggled Fritz disrupts the 


getaway, the madman nearly throt- 
tling Bob and throwing Dave down 
the hotel stairs. Latter is carried 
back somewhat stunned, and the 
incident rouses Lilly to the fact that 
she had better stick with Dave. 
This is a change since the show was 
tried out last season as ‘Lilly’ by 
William Harris, Jr.,. with Mary 
Duncan in the title part. 

The lovely Dorothy Hall adds te 
her rising Broadway rating here 
with another sparkling characteri- 
zation. Her ‘Lilly’ is not as amus- 
ing as her dance hall hostess of last 
season’s ‘Child of Manhattan,’ but 
this is the fault of the part. Play- 
ing down rather than up, Miss Hall 
gives a strictly honest performance, 
with the script making her the least 
animated character on the list. 
Robert Barrat is forward with 
such a fine performance as the Ger- 
man strong man-that he'll certainly 
be in demand henceforth. Barrat 
not only surprised with his physical 
development, but handled his role 
superbly.’ His ‘playing of the de- 
mented Fritz’is a gem, and the more 
exceptional considering that he fol- 
lowed George Kaufman as the play- 
wright in ‘Once in a Lifetime,” When 
it took to the road. The direction 
of Barrat is one of the show's ex- 
cellencies. 

James Bell as Lilly's tippling 
husband is rather shaded for promi- 
nence, yet a sterling actor. On the 
comedy end he didn’t start to con- 
nect until the middle of the second 
act. First night laugh score went 
to Percy Kilbride, playing a bit as 
a hick truckman. tranville Bates, 
John Litel and Joseph Crehan all 
played exceptionally well, particu- 
larly Litel, in an assignment actors 
generally call a bad part. 

It is from the newer managers 
that Broadway hopes for better 
times and better things, and such 4 
combination as Abbott and Dunning 
should click. They have done it for 
others and give every evidence of 
ultimately doing it for themselves, 
‘Lilly’ is a good piece of work pro- 
ductionally if not commercially. Ten 
years ago it might have been sure- 
fire. Ibee. 


THE STORK IS DEAD 


Farce in three acts presented at the 48th 









Street, Sept. 23 under the management ol 
A. H. Woods: adapted by Frederic and 
Fanny Hatton from the original of Hans 
Kottow. 

Comte Rene De Gaumont..Ross Alexander 
Paul De Gaumont.......... Fred Stewart 
Kola Faubert.....cccsecseses Ninon Bunyea 
Lucien. Bridier .:.. ia cveccocscess Mark Smith 
Madame Bridier.... eovess-Nana Bryant 
Suzanne Bridier...cccccceces: Ethel Norris 
MUL - or e.cvndnneece ..-Frank Woodruft 
JeroMe ..cccceces -+.-Robert Vivian 
Madelaine .ccccoscccccccccccess Eva Farrell 
PEOTCORRO: 0 000s cbocreseoseses Phyllis Holden 


Naughty but not so nice is ‘The 
Stork Is Dead’ which completed a 
week of disappointments on Broad- 
way. Show is liable to create 4 
difference of opinion as to its en- 
tertainment value andi in a way 
which might benefit the receipts. 
Yet doubtful of bettering a mild 
engagement. 

Script has been around for some 
time. Original was in German 
(written by an Austrian). The 
Hattons have set it in Paris prob- 
ably to make it more acceptahle 
over here. But they did not make a 
good job of it. That was apparent 
especially in the first and second 
act. 

A. H. Woods the presenter once 
had a cycle of bedroom farces which 
have now rather passed out of mode 
‘The Stork’ is that type of show 





David Wallace general manager 
for ‘Men Must Fight.’ 
F, J. DeVeau manager of ‘The | 





Passionate Pilgrim.’ 


wooing laughs with indelicate if not 
(Continued on page 62) 
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Philadelphia, Sept. 26. 
At last Philly has a legit hit, but 
it took a heavy advance foundation 
of subscriptions to accomplish it. 
Play is ‘The Good Earth’ offered 
at the Chestnut Street Opera House 
by the Theatre Guild as the first of 
the new American Theatre Society 
program. Only one notice was defi- 
nitely laundatory, but most of the 
reviewers liked Nazimova a lot and 
also admired the production. 


Tremendous popularity of the 
Pearl Buck novel carried it along 
and should do the same anywhere. 
Thursday matinee was a sell-out, 
with weakest night Friday. Last 
is hard to explain and may be indi- 
eation of unfavorable word-of- 
mouth. Gross beat $16,000 with 
$2.50 top and, of course, $2 on sub- 
scription. 

‘Americana’ made its delayed de- 
but Sept. 17 and won rather good 
notices. First couple of nights of 
last week, business was terrible, but 
by Thursday McEvoy revue was 
registering nice gains and it was 
decided to hold it in for another 
week at the Forrest, which has no 
ether booking until Oct. 10. 

Lenore Ulric’s ‘Nona’ wasn’t so 
hot in its second week at the Gar- 
rick, even the Ulric clientele failing 
to overcome handicap of a bad play. 


Bookings for Indies 


Broad reopens Monday, Oct. 3, 
with ‘Absent Father,’ try-out. House 
is under management of Samuel 
Nirdlinger, who also has Garrick. 
Both are being run as_ indies. 
Broad’s first show stays’ only 
one week with J. B. Priestley’s 
‘Dangerous Corner,’ produced by 
Harry Moses, on the 10th, but noth- 
ing mentioned, as yet, to follow that. 

Garrick has a filler in the person 
of Rajah Raboid, East Indian mys- 
tic with a magical show he calls 
‘Spookeasy.’ He opens Thursday 
(29) and may stay two weeks. 
House’s next booking is the Peggy 
Fears—Jerome Kern musical, ‘Music 
in the Air,’ Oct. 17. House is then 
booked pretty solidly to the holi- 
days. 

Chestnut gets ‘Mademoiselle,’ new 
Bill Brady piece, on Oct. 3 as second 
American Theatre Society offering, 
instead of ‘Autumn Crocus’ pre- 
viously mentioned. ‘Cynara’ is also 
off the fall program, being pushed 
back to December. It is still be- 
ing mentioned as a_ subscription 
play, but there is a suspicion that 
the Merivale vehicle may come into 
the Forrest on its own. ‘Man With 
a Load of Mischief’ with Jane Cowl 
now scheduled to follow ‘Mademoi- 
selle’ with ‘Reunion at Vienna’ the 
fifth and last of the first series. The 
fourth not announced now, may be 
‘Whistling in the Dark.’ 

The Forrest has Eva Le Gallienne 
the week of Oct. 10, with a vacant 
week following and then ‘Vanities,’ 
‘Counsellor at Law’ and ‘Cyrano de 
Bergerac.’ 

Rumors are still in the air about 
the Shubert’s re-opening, but it is 
understood that the deal struck a 
snag early last week. Two or three 
musicals are mentioned for local 
try-out within a few weeks and with 
neither the Forrest or Garrick able 
to take them, it would seem certain 
that some other house is going to 
oven. There's a possibility that the 
Metropolitan Opera House may get 
a couple and, of course, there is still 
. chance for the Erlanger to re- 

ight. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Nona’ (Garrick; 2nd week)—Only 
$7,000, poor for an Ulric show. House 
dark until Thursday when Rajah 
Raboid, mind-reader and magician, 
opens. 

‘Americana’ (Forrest, 2nd week)— 
About $18,000 in first nine perform- 
ances. Picking up as it proceeds. 
Le Gallienne next on October 10. 

‘Good Earth’ (Chestnut, 2nd 
week )—Real smash for first Ameri- 
can Theatre Society offering. Beat 
$16,000 at $2.50 top and subscription 
price $2. 





Engagements 


Frank Diaz, Clarence Reed, Gwen 
Rothwell, C. Edwin Brandt, Louis 
Cassavant, Thomas A. Gravetta, B. 
R. Creegan, Sally Du Vall, Merry 
Wagner, Harold Webster, ‘Son of 
Satan’ (complete cast). 

Ina Claire, ‘Nine Pine Street.’ 

Henry Bergman, ‘I Loved 
Wednesday.’ 

Clyde Fillmore, ‘Absent Father.’ 

Natalie Hall, Reinald Werrenrath, 
Tulio Carminati, Al Shean, Dorothy 
Johnson, Katherine Carrington, Ivy 
Scott, Belle Sylvia, Anne Barry, 
Mary McQuade, Harry Meystayer, 
Len Mence, Jay Fassett, Charles 
Berlin, Prince Alexis Obolensky, 
“Music in the Air’ (complete cast). 

Ilse Marvenga, William Riccardi, 
‘Great Lover.’ 

Fred Astaire, Claire Luce, Luella 
Gear, ‘Gay Divorce.’ 

Joseph Macaulay, Fay Templeton, 


You 





1 ‘Good Earth’ Marks Up Big $18,000 
On Phila. Start: 





‘Americana’ Builds 


May Soften 20 Yr. Rule 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

The Troupers’ Club is consider- 
ing relaxing its 20-years-an-actor 
restriction on new members, in 
order to boost its membership from 
the present handful to 2,500. This 
change would paralled the organ- 
ization’s campaign to raise funds 
for an actors’ home here. 

Club’s four-night fund raising 
carnival starts today (Mon.). 


LUNTS’ BOSTON $20,000 
CAPACITY GATE, PLUS 


Boston, Sept. 26. 


The Lunts in ‘Reunion In Vienna’ 
did sensational gross of nearly $20,- 
000 last week at the Plymouth, 
$285 more than seat capacity of the 
house. Two week limit on run here. 
American Theatre Association sub- 
scribers account for much of the 
smash biz. 

Ed Wynn still running strong 
through his last week of ‘Laugh 
Parade’ and appears likely to hold 
near capacity gross of $27,500 taken 
last week. 

‘Green Pastures,’ apparently set- 
tled at the Colonial for a long stay, 
holding up to excellent $22,000. 

‘The Squealer,’ Edgar Wallace 
play, being put on by E. E. Clive at 
the Copley, drawing in manner 
which promises well for the winter 
success of the Copley company. 

Arrival of competition in the way 
of three new shows next Monday 
may change the present happy .sit- 
uation. Theatre - starved Boston- 
ians are doing very well by the 
four shows in town. But the gross 
won't look so large perhaps when 
it is split up among half dozen 
houses. 











Future Plays 


‘The Late Christopher Bean’ will 
be Gilbert Miller’s first try this 
season. Done from the French of 
Renee Fauchois by Sidney Howard. 
Will open in Baltimore Oct. 24, and 
come into Miller’s theatre when 
ready. 

‘The Rape of Lucrece’ will be 
Katherine Cornell’s initial bid, ow- 
ing to the difficulties of casting 
‘Alien Corn’ which it had been her 
intention to present first. Will go 
into rehearsal in late October. 

‘The Passionate Pilgrim,’ by Mary 
Crosby Munn based on Shakes- 
peare’s life. Howard Inches is pro- 
ducing it. Hugh Sinclair will have 
the role vf Shakespeare. 

‘Bedtime,’ straight drama by John 
King Hodges and Samuel Merwin, 
will be put into immediate rehearsal 
by Aarons & Freedly. 

‘A Good Woman, Poor Thing,’ by 
Willard Long, is a probability with 
Genevieve Tobin as the star and 
Samuel F. E. Nirdlinger produncing. 

‘24 Dollars,’ described as a satir- 
ical operetta by McElbert Moore, 
music by Mazard KerZane, will be 
put into work by Howard Marsh, 
who will head the cast himself. 
Seenery by Herb Ward and dance 
Girection of Max Schenck. 

‘St Louis ‘Oman,’ based on novel 
of same title, will be produced by 
Will Marion Cook with an all col- 
ored company. Better known as a 
composer, Cook will contribute mu- 
sical numbers to the production. 
Dramatists not announced. 

‘The Little Feller,’ described by 
its author, George Cohan, as ‘a little 
musical,’ will go into rehearsal in 





Nov. with the author and his 
daughter, Helen. 
‘The French Idea,’ into produc- 


tion this fall if a suitable cast can 
be found by A. J. Beckhard. By 
Oscar Serlin and Allan Boritz. 





Frank Moulan, William Danforth, 
Herbert Waterous, Vivian Hart, 
Ethel Clark, Milton Aborn co. 
George Fawcett, Philip Leigh, Al- 
fred Kapeller, Kate Mayhew, Percy 


Haswell, Helen Raymond Dorothy 
Tennant, Charles Campbell, ‘Pea- 
cock.’ 


Louis Sorin, Phil White, Joseph 
Greenwals, Bernard Gorcy, “Keep- 
ing Expenses Down.’ 

Robert Middlemass, 
ford, Geoffrey Wardwell, 
Moore, ‘Criminal at Large.’ 

Erskine Sanford, Ruth Charpen- 
ning, Thurston Hall, Leo Curley, 
Charles Powers, John Eldridge, 
‘The Pure in Heart.’ 

Harold Heaton, Walter Armitage, 
George Lessey, ‘Cain’s Sister.’ 

Jane Hamilton, ‘Black Sheep? 


David Glass- 
Scott 





Shows in Rehearsal 





‘Rendezvous’ 
kins), Gaiety. 

‘Criminal at Large’ (Guthrie 
McClintic), Belasco. 

‘Tell Her the Truth (Mrs. Joe 
B. Leblang), Cort. 

‘Men Must Fight’ 
Bickerton), Lyceum. 

‘The Absent Father’ (Ken- 
salt), Knights of Columbus 
hall. 

‘Singapore’ (John H. Mears), 
Fulton. 

‘The Passionate Pilgrim 
(Howard Inches), Cohan. 

‘Black Sheep’ (Elmer Rice), 
Harris. 

‘Music in the Air’ 
Fears), Alvin. 

‘Incubator’ (Edison and Bur- 
ton), Booth. 

‘Cain’s Sister’ 
Ritz. 

‘Dangerous Corner’ 
Moses), Empire. 

‘Pure in Heart’ 
Guild), Guild. 

‘Real Folks’ (N.B.C.), Phila- 
delphia. 

‘Mademoiselle’ (W. A. Brady), 
Playhouse. 

‘Forward March’ (Brown and 
Henderson), Selwyn. 

‘Dinner at Eight’ 
Harris), Music Box. 


(Arthur Hop- 


(Jos. P. 


(Peggy 


(Shuberts), 


(Henry 


(Theatre 


(Sam H. 


‘Peacock’ (George Fawcett), 
Shubert. 
‘Keeping Down Expenses’ 


(H. Tiomkin), Ambassador. 

‘Mourning Becomes Electra’ 
(Guild), Guild (road). 

‘Cyrano de Bergerac’ (Walter 
Hampden), New Amsterdam. 

‘When Ladies Meet,’ ‘Bidding 
High,’ ‘I Loved You Wednes- 
day,’ ‘Success Story,’ opening 
in New York or nearby this 
week. 


2 NEW LEGITS 
START IN L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 

Two openings and one closing 
marked the legit activities last 
week. ‘As Husbands Go’ folded at 
El Capitan, after three weeks of 
fair business. Closing stanz2 got 
$5,100. 

‘The Marquise’ with Billie Burke 
starred, and a strong supporting 
cast, followed ‘Husbands,’ opening 
on Sunday. Start was strong, with 
the picture colony out in force. Ad- 
vance for the week was above aver- 
age. 

‘Rose of Flanders’ got started at 
the Mayan after several attempts to 
get away at the Mason. Musical 
rehearsed at the latter house for 
four weeks, but the cash necessary 
for an Equity bond was never forth- 


coming. New money came along, 
with the backers moving to the 
Mayan. Friday’s opening was fair, 
with the b. 0. doing close to $1,200 
on the first three performances. 
Lack of names in the cast is hurt- 
ing the draw. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘As Husbands Go’—F! Capitan 
(3rd and final week) (C-1,571-$1.65) 
Blew to $5,100. ‘The Marquise’ 
opened Sunday to a near sell-out. 

‘Rose of Flanders’—Mayan (list 
week) (M-1,492-$1.50). First two 
days fair at $1,200, with unknown 
cast and low scale figuring against 
a heavy gate. 

















+ 


10-20-30 Under Roof 


Ottumwa, Ia., Sept. 26. 
Closing an engagement that ran, 
under canvas during the entire sum- | 
mer and in the Majestic for a fall 
opening, the Hazel McOwen Stock 
company, has gone to Davenport. 
Troup reopens the Grand theatre, 
now under management of Charles 
Berkell. Same scale, 10 and 20 mats, 
nights 20 and 30, children 10, no 
reservations. 








FIDDLE’ $14,000: FRISCO 
SEES SILVER LINING 


San Francisco, Sept. 26. 

With ‘Cat and Fiddle’ in tenth and 
final stanza of a smash run at the 
Curran, Alcazar and Columbia are 
lighting up for first time in good 
many weeks. 

Harold Berg and Jo Arnold 
premier their Irving Kaye Davis 
play, ‘Intermission,’ at Erlanger’s 





Columbia tenight (26) with cast 
headed by Madge Bellamy and 


Glenn Tryon. House has been dark 
plenty weeks and possible it will be 
kept open henceforth with Ralph 
Pincus reported readying a musical 
show for late in October. 

Henry Duffy also brings the Al- 
cazar to life, opening Pauline Fred- 
erick in ‘As Husbands Go’ Thursday 
(29). Billie Burke and others to 
follow. 

‘Cat and Fiddle’s’ ninth week 
continued to hold up well at $14,- 
600. Geary still dark.. ‘Bride Sun 
Shines On’ due soon at Curran. 


Balto Advance Oke for 
Le Gallienne’s 2 Shows 


Baltimore, Sept. 26. 

Nothing in town last week, but 
season starts tonight (26), when 
Ford’s relights for Eva Le Galli- 
enne’s ‘Liliom,’ which has always 
been a Le Gallienne box-office 
standby locally, and ‘Camille.’ 

Maryland stays dark until Oct. 
10, when the Theatre Unit, Inc., 
players, return for a session of six 
weeks’ minimum. Last year, when 
known as the University Players, 
this Massachusetts summer stock 
came into town for a fortnight and 
stayed 11 weeks. 

First try will be a new one, ‘Carry 
Nation.’ Following that will be a 
couple of last season’s New York 
shows, ‘There’s Always Juliet’ and 
‘Whistling in the Dark.’ 

Auditorium starts the same night 
on a three weeks’ run of Adolf Fass- 
nacht’s Passion Play. 


Akron Stock Bows Out 


Akron, O., Sept. 26. 
Second attempt at dramatic stock 
at Civic Playhouse in less than six 
months has been without success, 
and the Gordinier Players, current 
only three weeks, moved out Sept. 
23. 














Civic is reported angling for a 
season of tabloid musical comedies 
and miniature revues with the King 
Amusement Co. of Detroit operating 
10 or 12 units on an itinerant 
‘wheel.’ 








Sunshine Breaks Thru in Loop; 
‘Of Thee I Sing’ $29,000, Smash 





Chicago, Sept. 26. 

Chicago, never predictable, again 
endorsed the Pulitzer prize cominit- 
tee by going for ‘Of Thee I Sing’ 
in a big way. There was much man- 
agerial anxiety as to the possible re- 
ception remembering that ‘Strike 
Up the Band’ of similar authorship 
and satirical vein had done a monu- 
mental flop in Chicago. 

Last year at this time everyone 
was wondering whether Chicago 
would cotton to ‘Green Pastures.’ 
Chicago did and it now seems cer- 
tain that Sam Harris’ musical is 
going to have a peach of an engage- 
ment here. No doubt about the burg 
coming out of its listless attitude 
toward the legit, and other shows 
will be beneficiaries of the rekindled 
zest. 

Estimates for Last Week 


1,100; $2.75) (3d week). 


one, In view of paucity of attrac- 





tions house will undoubtedly want 





|} newspaper 
‘Another Language,’ Harris (CD-| 
Too soon to! 
predict the staying qualities of this | 


to hold ‘Language’ even if grosses 
slip to a point that in former sea- 
sons ~would spell exit. Meanwhile 
the sister Selwyn hasn’t anything 
penciled. ‘Language’ is doing mod- 
erately. Figured around $8,500. 

‘Of Thee | Sing,’ Grand (M-1,365; 
$3.85). Wreckage done to a $10 bill 
for a pair of ducats no deterrment 
to demand. Rave notices started 
musical out to a smash week of 
practical capacity, $29,000. Most 
encouraging omen local legit has re- 
ported since last winter. Great ad- 
vance sale and Couthoui’s busy tele- 
phone spells hit. 3ill Gorman han- 
dling the show has political banner 
strung from City Hall advertising 
Wintergreen and Throttlebottom as 
candidates. Best exploitation job 





| 
} 
|in legit seen locally in a long while. | 


‘World Between,’ 
900; $2.75) (2d week). 


Adelphi (CD- 

Fritz Llocki's | 
contemporaries leaned 
backwards in their reviews. That 
naturally handicaps. Two-for-ones 
out and attraction campaigning for 
parties. First week probably around 
$5,000, 


Hitless Sent. Dims Broadway s Hopes, 
Repeat and H. 0. Top Auiumn Grosses 


The promising indications of a 
better legit season suffered a set- 
back last week when the premiere 
ecard failed to disclose a success, 
despite favorable reports at tryouts. 
New season has yet to produce a hit, 
which is unusual for September. 
Three sudden closings balanced the 
incoming list, which still totals 17 
shows, but there are six entrants 
next week. 

Two of last week's arrivals were 
yanked off—'Triplets’ at the Masque 
and ‘The Budget’ at the Hudson. 
Neither played a full week. ‘Lilly 
Turner’ was a disappointment at 
the Morosco, the starting pace be- 
ing around $7,000. ‘The Stork Is 
Dead’ opened late in the week at the 
48th Street, also drawing a panning. 

Best money among the non-musi- 
cals last week was ‘Counsellor at 
Law,’ playing a repeat date at the 
Plymouth, gross going close to $13,- 
000; top money among the musicals 
went to ‘Of Thee 1 Sing,’ the run 
leader, which rose to $28,000; first 
full week of ‘Flying Colors’ grossed 
$27,000, considered fairly good for a 
musical. 

‘Smiling Faces’ closed at the Shu- 
bert last Saturday. It was the worst 
showing ever made by Fred Stone 
in New York, playing four weeks to 
an average of $10,000 weekly. 

Shows due next week: ‘Manhat- 
tan Medley,’ Longacre; ‘The Other 
One,’ Biltmore; ‘Nona,’. Avon; ‘T 
Loved You Wednesday,” Harris; 
‘Americana,’ Shubert: ‘When Ladies 
Meet,’ Royale. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Another Language,’ Booth (23rd 
week) (C-708-$3.30). Operating suc- 
cessfully here and Chicago; at $10,- 
000 stands well up among non-mu- 
sicals. 

‘Ballyhoo of 1932,’ 44th St. (4th 
week) (R-1,325-$3.85). Eased off 
last* week when temperatures rose; 
$18,000; maybe even break; expect- 
ed to stick. 

‘Best Years,’ Bijou (4th week) 





(CD-615-$3.30). After this week 
questionable; tour reported _ set, 
however; around $3,500. 

‘Bidding High,’ Vanderbilt (ist 


week) (C-771-$3.30). Presented in- 
dependently (Joseph DeMilt) writ- 
ten by Lois Howell; opens Wednes- 
day (28). 

‘Clear All Wires,’ Times Square 
(3rd week) (C-1,057-$3). At $9,000 
first full week business was under 


expectations, but some profit; bal- 
cony weakness. 

‘Flying Colors,’ Imperial (3rd 
week) (R-1,446;$4.40). Looked big 


early part last week then warm 
weather hurt; matinees light; $27,- 
000 first full week promising. 

‘Here Today,’ Barrymore (4th 
week) (C-1,115-$3.30). Better 
weather may tilt takings; last week 
not so good at $6,000; must improve 
to stay. 

‘Lilly Turner,’ Morosco (2nd week) 
(C-893-$3.30). Disappointing first 
night and reviews after favorable 
out-of-town reports; light starting 
pace around $7,000. 

‘Man Who Reclaimed His Head,’ 
Broadhurst (4th week) (D-1,118- 
$3.30). Doubt of continuance after 
this week; failed to improve, again 
approximated $5,000. 

‘Ol’ Man Satan,’ Forrest (ist 
week) (D-1,015-$3.30). Presented in- 
dependentiy; colored drama an- 
nounced several times now due to 
open Friday (30). 

‘Of Thee | Sing,’ Music Box (40th 
week) (M-1,000-$5.50). Pace bet- 
tered again and at $28,000 topped 
Broadway; stays here until Oct. 12 
then moves to 46th Street. 

‘Smiling Faces,’ Shubert. Fred 
Stone musical closed last Satur- 
day after playing four mild weeks. 

‘Success Story,’ Elliott (ist week) 
(CD-924-$3.30). Presented  inde- 
pendently (Group Theater); written 


by John Howard Lawson; opened 
Monday. 
‘The Budget,’ Hudson. Closed 


Saturday after being panned; five 
days. 

*The Stork Is Dead,’ 48th St. (2nd 
week) (F-969-$3.30). Opened late 
last week with adverse comment 
from critics; management went to 
extra space ads regardless. 

‘Triplets,’ Masque. Taken off Fri- 
day; worst notices in years; two 
days. 

‘Vanities,’ Broadway (1st week) 
(R-1,800-$4.40). Presented by Earl 


Carroll; third major musical in 
September; varied reports; opens 
tonight; floor split with most seats 
at $3.85. 


Other Attractions 
‘Counsellor at Law,’ Plymouth: 


repeat date extended indefinitely; 
got $13,000, which topped dramas 
last week. 

‘Show Boat,’ Casino; 20th week; 
| revival; about $21,000. 

‘Only the Young,’ Sutton Show 
Shop (Little). 

‘Belmont Varieties,’ 3elmont: 
vaudeville revue postponed; due 


Wednesday (28). 
‘That’s Gratitude,’ Waldorf; revi- 


vali. 
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THE GOOD EARTH 


Philadelphia, Sept. 26. 

Theatre Guild’s production of the 
dramatized version of Pearl S&S. 
Buck’s phenomenal best-seiling 
novel, ‘The Good Earth,’ looks like 
a natural, regardless of merits as a 
play. Certainly the novel’s sensa- 
tional success, the publication cur- 
rently of a sequel and all the news 
attention Mrs. Buck is getting will 
give it a flying start. How long it 
can hold up on its own merits is 
more conjectural. Its start at the 


was very big, but, of course, it had 
the help of the American Theatre 
Society’s subscription nucleus, which 
is large. 

The Davises—Owen and Donalad— 
will. probably take the rap for the 
play’s defects as drama, but in many 
ways they've accomplished a re- 
markable feat in getting as much of 
the. spirit and material of the novel 
as they have. It is easy to see, even 
without Knowing that it was Owen 
Davis who secured the rights to the 
story first, that he, himself, is a 
great admirer of it. Not once has 
he introduced any of the theatrical 
tricks at which he is so adept. Per- 
haps in a way-it would have been 
better for the show if he had. 

Play as now offered is. in three 
acts, with eleven scenes in all, but 
this may be changed. Last week 
one whole episode was thrown over- 
board to help reduce the running 
time. which was a half-hour too 
long. Incidentally, the scene delet- 
ed had both atmosphere and a re- 
lieving light touch, and its removal 
hasn't helped the play much. 

The Guild has mounted the piece 
richly and Lee Simonson’s sets are 
generally decorative, although a 
couple of them seemed too bright 
and spic and span to suggest the 
poverty and age of the surround- 
ings. Philip Moeller has achieved 
greater triumphs before as a direc- 
tor, but his work was generally 
satisfactory. 

Alla Nazimova as Q-lan, the wife, 
gave what the critics united in call- 
ing a swell performance Monday, 
but gossip has it that the Guild 
officials weren't satisfied. One 
wonders why. She hardly realizes in 
appearance the character as de- 
scribed by the novelist, but she is 
such a fine artiste that she over- 
comes that handicap. In the book 
O-lan has only a few lines of speech. 
Davis has done a capital job in 
putting words into the character's 
mouth on the stage, although the 
pert still depends much on facial 
expression and subtle pantomime. 
Only in one scene does Mme. Na- 
zimova seem too volatile and emo- 
tional for this stolid and long-suf- 
fering wife. 

Earle Larimore gave an atro- 
cious first-night performance, not 
knowing his lines, and even when 
caught later in the week his Wang 
Lung did not seem very believable 
except in spots. Henry Travers 
was not quite so much at home in 
his role of the Old One (Wang 


formance of Sabene 
|Lotus. She is a newcomer wh« 
|highly touted by the Guild. 


Was 


Hiow - 


;}@ver, her part is small and getting | 
smaller as work on the play pro- 
ceeds, 

There is a very large cast—sev- 
enty or more—but most of the 
people are walk-ons only. One 


thing should be noted, however, and 
that is that, despite the number of 
people, ‘The Good Earth’ does not 
suffer from having its story buried 
by the atmosphere and local color 
as many feared would be the case. 

People who have read the novel 
will probably find plenty of material 
for argument in the play. No two 
will probably agree on the advis- 
ability of leaving out such-and-such 
business or bringing in 
such a scene, Certainly the Davises 


highlights. 

However; as a whole, ‘The Good 
Earth’ is not good entertainment. 
It is simply and sincerely presented, 
but it is somber, a little tiresome 
and rather remote from the under- 
standing of the average American 


theatregoer. Nevertheless, those 
millions who have read and are 
reading the book give it a great 


running start for success. Waters. 


Bride the Sun Shines On 


(STOCK) 
Detroit, Sept. 23. 
This group, called the Detroit 
Playhouse, is turning professional 
with this presentation. After sev- 
eral years of producing plays by new 
authors, a theatre has been acquired 





ed. 
Judging by little theatre stand- 
ards, the group is quite ambitious 
and deserves commendation. Near- 
est approach to professional acting, 
however, isn’t so near. With one or 
two exceptions the cast is very much 
amateur. The exceptions show 
signs of unusual ability for mem- 
bers of a group such as this. 
Of the entire cast, Everett Eagen 
stands out. In a part demanding 
more age than he possesses, he 
played with a verve and earnest- 
ness that contrasted with the other 
performances. The only other really 
good job was that done by Jada 
Leland. 
Group has undertaken to enter 
the professional field, competing 
with other productions at a small 
scale of 50c. and 75c. But with ex- 
perience from additional shows, per- 
formances may develop in smooth- 
ness and spirit. For the present it 
must stay in the little ers em 
ee. 


AMERICANA 


Philadelphia, Sept. 26. 
This new J. P. McEvoy revue, 
current at the Forrest Theatre, 
doesn’t look or act in che least like 
a Shubert revue. As a matter of 
fact, only Lee’s name is mentioned 
in billing and programs. Also it is 
understood that McEvoy has been 





Lung’s father) as he has in many 
other Guild plays, but he won most 
of the play’s few laughs. Sidney 
Greenstreet was admirable as the 
rascally uncle, and Jessie Ralph just 
as fine as his wife. Some disappoint- 
ment was felt locally at the per- 
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given pretty much of a free rein. 

Although there is much that is 
original and clever in the general 
idea of the show, the trouble is that 
McEvoy’s humor strays into bitter- 
ness too often and that isn’t good 
for entertainment values. Savage 
thrusts at the government, big 
business and other American sub- 
jects would be much more amusing 
if they were not so caustic. 

What really helps put ‘Americana’ 
over—and there’s no denying that 
it has the makings of a swell revue 
—are the specialties and the danc- 
ing. Latter is amazingly fine, with 
the Charles Weidman and Doris 
Humphrey groups covering them- 
selves with distinction and Johnny 
Boyle deserving praise for his stag- 
ing of the regular chorus routines. 
The Weidman dancers have two 
outstanding numbers, a prize fight 
at Madison Square Garden and a 
soldier bit. The Humphrey Group 
is best in a Shaker Dance and an 
under-water ballet. None of these 
numbers is actually new;. they've 
been presented by these groups at 
special concerts, etc, but never ina 
show. 

Another feature is the work of 
Albert R. Johnson who designed the 
sets. He's clicked again as he did 
in ‘The Band Wagon’ and ‘Three's 
a Crowd.’ His sets have both 
beauty and originality and several 
of them drew spontaneous applause. 

The number that stopped the 
show at the opening was that pre- 
sented by Alfredo Rode and his 
Royal Tzigane Orchestra, reputedly 
from Vienna. Although running too 
long, this gypsy ensemble proved a 
riot. Rode, the leader, is a corking 
showman and helped sell the num- 
bers by his tricky mannerisms and 
novel touches. Their ‘Blue Danube 
as a climax, is played with remark- 
able spirit. 

Of the principals, three, perhaps. 
four, stood out. George Givot 
clicked strongly with his Greek 
| Ambassador monologue which he 
igave from a box and in his im- 
personation of Harry Richman. Rex 
Weber «did some ventriloquisti« 
stunts that were far out of the or- 
dinary and won plenty of attention 
He has a nice voice and a funny 
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have woven in most of the novel's! 


and week stands are being attempt- | 
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omedy 
Hittle 


pan, too. Peggy Cartwright, 
English girl, was much liked 


Though her material was not al- 
| Ways of the best, she made the most 

fit. Don Barelay has some pretty 
| bad comedy to work with, but he 

won all the laughs possible out of 

several sketches and went over big 

in a film novelty in which as a lec- 

turer, he accompanied and ex- 
|} plained an old D. W. Griffith 
| biograph picture that was dug up 
somewhere out of the files. ILt's a} 
| riot Albert Carroll did bis Lynn 


Fontanne impersonation and a cou- 
ple of others. Billy Taylor had one 
| Beee dance and Francetta Malloy 
one fair song number. 

The score, to which 
people contributed, 


four or five 
not remark- 
able. but there are a couple of finé 
possibilities, especially ‘Brother. 
{Can You Spare a Dime,’ ‘Whistling 
|for a Kiss,’ ‘In Your Hat’ and 
| ‘Wouldja for a Big Red Apple.’ 

| A very good looking chorus, nicely 
| 

| 

| 


is 


| costumed, alse featured. ‘Ameri- 
worst fault Is the humor of 
many of the sketches. But on the 
| whole it is a very likely looking 
revue and one that deserves work- 
Waters. 
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ROSE OF FLANDERS 


Los Angeles, Sept. 23. 
in three acts, presented 
Geiberg & Royce, Inc., at the 
Los Angeles, Sept. 23: book and 

lyrics by Fiward Paulton; produced under 

the direction of Edward Royce from 
novel by Molly Elliot Sewell. Music from 

Johann Strauss and Jacques Offenbach, 
adapted, orchestrated and additional num- 
| bers composed by Emil Gerstenberger. With 
| Joie Hennie, Russell Scott, Helene Helne, 
| Hedley Hall, Ear] Covert, Marianne Mabee, 
| David Phillip Dare, Arthur Clayton, Naomi 
| Myrick, and May Beatty. 


|} Operetta 
Finger, 
Mavan, 


by 


The usual Cinderella operetta of 
20 years ago, set to light classic mu- 
sic sung well enough to make the 
|tunes the selling point of the show. 
| Staged deftly in the tempo of a 
| decade ago by Edward Royce, suc- 
|cess of this one depends in a meas- 
ure on how well ‘Cat and Fiddle’ 
will do at the next-door Belasco 
| when it arrives next week. If ‘Cat’ 
| repeats its hearty San Francisco 
| business, overflow may seep into the 
| Mayan and word-of-mouth will hold 
|‘Rose of Flanders’ over for a pos- 
sible four to six weeks, since nut is 
| relatively small. 

Opening without a break-in, ini- 
tial performance went remarkably 
smoothly. This is explained by the 
fact that the show was ready to 
open twice before, earlier in the 
summer, and both times failed to 
raise a curtain because of lack of 
chorus and union bonds. Formerly 
under the sponsorship of the now 
defunct Theatre and Music Guild of 
Los Angeles, present producers are 
Edward Royce, who . originally 
staged; Joseph Finger, Yiddish pic- 
ture exhibitor, and Samuel S. Gel- 
berg, his attorney and partner. 
Low nut, which may carry the 
show along for some time, is due to 
the principals and musicians being 
on a co-op basis. Production, exe- 
cuted from Willy Pogany desirns, 
is nice and not stinted. Music, di- 
rected by John Britzy% is well han- 
dled except that it can be toned 
down in solo numbers, Emil Gers- 
tenberger’s scoring is first-rate. 

No names to draw, but adequate 
performances are given in almost 
every case. Leads, Marianne Mabee 
and Earl Covert, are young singers 
‘discovered’ and coached by Royce. 
Both need seasoning but are nice 
to look at and listen to. Helene 
Helne, coloratura, whammed over 
two numbers, a lyric set to ‘The 
Blue Danube’ and ‘I Live for Art.’ 
Russell Scott and Hedley Hall car- 
ried the mild comedy of the show, 
latter scoring with a marriage ditty. 
Covert landed solidly with ‘Love Is 
a Song’ and a 6/8 military number, 
‘Swing Along.’ 

Piece drags considerably toward 
the end of each of the first two acts 
and can be tightened up addition- 
ally by building up the second act 


that is almost a postscript. 

Ensembles were well done and 
vocal work was above average. 
Singing chorus was picked for pipes 
rather than figures. 

Show’s future depends on its abil- 
ity to drag out the music lovers 
here and if successful locally should 
stand a chance for a few profitable 
weeks in San Francisco. Would 
have the same Broadway chances as 
any other ‘Chimes of Normandy’ 
type of show debutting these days. 








Timponi’s Shift 
Chicago, Sept. 26. 
Rollo Timponi, for years manag- 
ing the Illinois for Harry J. Powers. 
is now in charge of the Erlanger 
with Dlinois possibly dark all sea- 
son. 
Timponi brings over his Ilinois 
ticket staff, Eddie Appleton, Clayton 
Maranville and Woody Hadason. 





Galloway Season Over 
Brookfield, Mass., Oct. 26 

The Louise Galloway Players 
closed their second summer se 
here Saturday. 

They had planned to continue 
into the fall as long as possible, but 
some of the players have obtained 
jother engagements. 
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SIGNOR BRACOLI 


Paris, Sept. 17. 

A play in three acts and six tableaux, 
by Jacques Deval From Mrs Agatha 
Ghristie’s novel. Adapted by Michael Mor- | 
ton, At the Nouveautes, Paris, Sept. 9th 
Cast includes Lucien Rozenberg, Germain 
Champell, Vanderic, Gil-Roland, Rene 
Worms, Numes Fils, Henry Dreyfus, Vo- 
nelly, Bauey, Alice Field, Ch. Barbier- 
Krauss, Simone Duc, Janie Clairjane, 


Nooky- May. 
Benoit-Leon Deutsch, who runs 
the Nouveautes, staged this Jacques 
Deval adaptation of a play which 
has been successful in London. As 
is, it looks doubtful in Paris, due to 
the detective story being too slow 
and talky, instead of having grip- 





ping action. 
Play has been produced nicely, 
With sets by Emile Bertin. Staging 


offers no special novelty. The well- 


| known story is that of a man mys- 


teriously murdered in his Riviera 
villa following the suicide of his 
wife, and _ suspicion hanging on 


many people, until an Italian Sher- 
lock Holmes traces the murder to 
the dead man’s physician. 

Acting is satisfactory all round, 
without anybody outstanding, ex- 
cept Lucien Rozenberg as the Ital- 
ian cetective. He is the redeeming 
feature of the play, and gets many 
laughs which are a happy relief 
from would-be dramatic situations 
which fail te grip. 

Alice Field’s part is not impor- 
tant enough to be considered star- 
ring, and its most interesting item 
is 4 mourning dress, which is very 
effective. Maxi, 


Sie Weiss Was Sie Will 


(‘She Knows What She Wants’) 


Berlin, Sept. 16. 
Musical play by Alfred Gruenwald. Mu- 
sic _by Oskar Straus. Staged by Robert 
Klein and presented by Alfred Rotter, Set- 
tings by Erich E. Stern. 





Cast includes: Fritzi Massary, Ellen 
Schwannecke, Walter Slezak, Fritz Spira, 
Emil Mamelock, Dora Paulsen, Camillo 


Cossuth, Robert Naestlberger, Paul Biens- 
feld, Werner Bernhardy, Gustav Matzner, 
Viktor de Kowa, Rosa Pommer, Willi End- 
treffer, Alice Kowalski. 


At Metropo] Theatre, Perlin. 





A very big success which will ex- 
tend beyond German boundaries. 
This excellent play has qualities 
making it suitable for all stages in 
Germany and abroad including New 
York. Bound sooner or later to be 
done in a film. 

The story has to do with a fa- 
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mous revue singer, Who, aiter many 
years, sees her grown-up daugiitet 

; loving the same man as her m« er 
/and only learning in the end that 
| this is her mother. Piece is a xood 
mixture of wit, humor, tension and 
| sentimentality. 

The play has a certain graceful 
lightness which will be liked in 
Paris. Fritzi Massary brings to the 








play her unique grace, her sure in- 
stinct as an actress and her great 
vocal talent. The climax of the eve- 
ning is Fritzi Massary. 

She has her come-back at the 
Metropole theatre, where many 
years ago her great career began. In 
spite of the fine and effective direc- 
tion of Robert Klein, even ‘n respect 
to the smallest parts, all other ac- 
tors remain in the background. The 
clever young actress Ellen Schwan- 
necke, the young and awkward Wal- 
ter Slezak, Fritz Spira, Gustav 
Matzner, Paul Biensfeld and Walter 
Steinbeck. 

Only Viktor de Kowa in the role 
of a snob gives an outstanding 
character and a bit of fine acting. 
Fine, melodious and sure, but a lit- 
tle bit remindful of his former com- 


Positions is the music of Oskar 
Straus. 
The songs ‘Jede Frau hat irgend 


eine Sehnsucht’ (‘Every woman has 
some longing thought’) and ‘Ich bin 
eine Frau, die weiss, was sie will’ 
(I am a woman who knows what 
she wants’) are pleasant and melo- 
dious, but do not reach the propor- 
tions of real hits. Very character- 
istic the fine passing of waltz to fox- 
trot; violins, flutes and flageolets are 
preferred instruments, but the melo- 
dies are taken away by the audience 
after the performance. In the best 
of good taste are the settings of 
Erich E. Sterns. Magnus. 





Waddell’s Topeka Rep 


Topeka, Kansas, Sept. 26. 


Clyde M. Waddell opens his ninth 
season in stock in Topeka Monday, 
Sept. 26, with a repertoire company 
of 14 at the State theatre where he 
played a three months’ engagement 
last winter. 

Waddell is managing the house 
himself this year, Fox not having 
a manager to take charge. Clyde 
Armstrong, former director and 
character actor for Waddell, will be 
in command ‘out front.’ 

















| 
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finale to include the slight third act | 











monologue, 


find.” 
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“Edwin Styles, newcomer, in musical 
registered an_ attractive 
personality, and looks a real vaudeville 


Thanks to Earl Carrell for 
Introducing Me to Broadway 


EDWIN STYLES 
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Stockholm Situation 
After a year of trying to publish 
from Paris 

publishers, it decided ir 
Stockholm to raise the price of all 
these publications from 48c to $2.00. 
Decrease in tourists made the ven- 
ture unprofitable untess larger price 
was. asked. In many instances the 
shoe string publishers are refusing 
works of all authors who cannot 
bear part or all of the expense of 
the publication. 

The Obelisk Press has been the 
largest experimentor and now 
Lawrence Drake with his ‘Books 
from Paris, is entering active mail 
order competition. Beginning au- 
thors jump at the chance to pay for 
a publication of their works. The 
publishers then get together with 
the New York ‘Herald,’ the ‘Daily 
Mail’ and Chicago ‘Tribune’ (Paris 
editions) and for insertion of a small 
ad are assured book reviews. The 
‘Herald’ reviews favorably as does 
the ‘Mail’ but the ‘Trib,’ with Wav- 
erley Root in charge of books and 
himself a publisher, is often truth- 
ful’with a lot of the stuff which is 
being published. 

The other two leading publishing 
houses in Stockholm of books in 
English 2re A’ »atross, which is try- 
ing to beat out Tauchnitz and has 
gained a wide circulation all over 
Europe already, and the Crosby 
Continental Editions which in some 
cases are clashing with the Ameri- 
can releases of a book. Both ‘Night 
Flight’ and ‘Year Before Last’ were 
issued by Mrs. Crosby simultane- 
ously with the Aemrican editions. 


smut books in English 


has been 


Her books cost 48c as against the |: : rs 
type requiring a succession of X's 


$2.50 of the New York issues. Some 
of the bookstores are annoyed. by 
this arrangement as the buyers are 
beginning to think they can get any- 
thing in English for the lower prices. 





Off Spain’s Coast 
Balearic Islands, off the coast of 
Spain, have suddenly become the 
prime haunt of wandering literati. 
Majorca is the chief island, with 
quite a number of writers and art- 


ists. settling there. Among them 
are Martha Foley, Whit Burnett and 
others previously well known in 
Paris’. Latin Quarter and New 
York's Greenwich Village, 

On one of the other islands is El- 
liott Paul, Boston novelist, and 
Allen Updegraf, another writer with 
a half dozen books on his list. 

Scribblers have discovered that 
it’s about the cheapest place they’ve 
found to live with enough color for 
their temperament. 





Empty Title 

About the most enticing part of 
Nancy Hoyt’s ‘Three Cornered 
Love’ (Doubleday, Doran) is the 
jacket advertisement which reads 
‘Three young luxury hounds in Lon- 
don fall in and out of modern mar- 
riage.’ 

The three are two brothers and a 
sister, Americans, exiled by their 
affluent father to keep them out of 
trouble. The _ sister and one 
brother are divorced, with the 
younger yet to qualify. It’s all very 
intimate, very chatty and very 
formless. A good title but just 
nothing to tell. 





Mrs. Leni’s Novel 
Lore Leni, wife of the late film 
director, Paul Leni, has published in 


the Berlin ‘8 Uhr Abendblat’ a novel 
called ‘Engaged for Hollywood’ (‘En- 
gagiert nach Hollywood’) which has 
met with considerable public atten- 
tion. 

Translation into English is 
planned. Negotiations are on with 
an American publishing company, 
through the agent Hans Bartsch, 





Helen Starr’s Travels 


Helen Starr, former scenario 
writer at Universal and Goldwyn, is 
crashing a wide range of maga- 
zines. Miss Starr has for the past 
two years been in Nicaragua, Pan- 
ama and other naval stations with 
her husband, Lieut. Commander 
Lisle Henifin, but is now back in 
New York. 





Milne’s Plays 

Putnam has a new volume of 
plays by A. A. Milne to add to its 
three previous issues. In this are 
‘Michael and Mary,’ ‘To Meet the 
Prince,’ ‘The Perfect Alibi’ and 
‘Portrait of a Gentleman in Slip- 
pers.’ These are prefaced by a brief 
introduction. It is Milne’s ingeni- 
ous argument that if you have seen 
any of the quartet acted you can 
live again that performance in the 
flesh. If the plays have not been 
seen, the reader can enjoy being 





‘Inheritance’ ($2.50) 
‘Self-Made Woman’ ($2.00) .secce 
‘Faraway’ 


‘More Merry Go Round’ ($3.00) 











ereeee 


‘What We Live By’ ($2.50) 





Best Sellers 


Best Sellers for the week ending Sept. 24 as reported by the 
American News Company 


Fiction 
‘Sheltered Life’ ($2.50). cecccccsccccvescnacccoeeses bY Etlen Glasgow 
‘The Fortress’ ($3.50) scecccsreccevecceduvcecsesse. BY Hugh Walpole 
‘The Fountain’ ($2.50) eeccccccccccewoommecccsme c BY Charles Morgan 


ik) Pree coccccnececcocecocoe DY J. B. Priestley 
Non-Fiction 


eeree 


‘Van Loon’s Geography’ ($3.75)....By 


‘20,000 Years in Sing Sing’ ($3.00)....e00...++--.-.By L. E. Lawes 
‘Epic of America’ ($3.75).......... 
‘Princess in Exile’ ($3.50).......By Grand Duchess Marie of Russia 


edecceccenccess BY Phyllis Bentley 
commeccccceseee+ BY Faith Baldwin 


ocongnceceececess semanas 
Hendrick Wilhelm Van Loon 
eseeee- By Abbe Ernest Dimnet 


+e+eeeee- By John Truslow Adams 








his own producer and stage man- 
ager. 

Well printed, the volume is one 
to catch lovers of the stage who will 
seek to add to their collection. At 
a cost of 62% cents a play, it’s a 
bargain. 





Just Limericks 
Under the innocuous ttitle of 
‘Ninety Five Limericks,’ John Fal- 
mouth has produced, through the 


Limerick Press, a group of the best 
known limericks of the day. 

In a ponderous preface he argues 
that the folk songs of a race are 
the only true index to its times, and 
that the limerick is today the direct 
successor to the anciént productions 
of the bards. ; 

These five liners are mostly of the 


where the proper—or improper— 
words should appear, forming a not 
too difficult missing word contest. 
Should find a place in all collections 
of erotica, and be liked by non- 
collectors. 





Denver Motions 
Two motions filed in the $200,000 
libel suit of F. G. Bonfils, publisher 
of the Denver ‘Post,’ against the 


‘Rocky Mountain News,’ Charles E. 
Lounsbury, editor, and Roy Howard 
and Robert P. Scripps, executive 
heads of Scripps-Howard. 

First motion asks that references 
to activities of Howard and Scripps 
be stricken; other asks that notice 
and subpoena to take Bonfil’s de- 
position be quashed. In the motion 
to quash, Bonfils offered to give the 
deposition if Howard and. Scripps 
would appear in the case. They 
have not been served with papers 
in the suit, as yet. Judge E. V. 
Holland took the motions under 
advisement, 





Ferguson on His Own 


With the sale of its religious list 
by Long and Smith to Harpers, of 
which he had charge, Charles W. 
Ferguson has left the former firm 
to organize his own book house. 
Previous to his connection with 
Long and Smith, Ferguson had 
charge of the religious book de- 
partment at Doubleday, Doran. 

On his own, Ferguson will issue 
around a dozen books a year on re- 
ligious and_  socialogical subjects 
under the imprint of Round Table 
Press. First of these books will 
come out Nov. 1, with one monthly 
thereafter. 





Brooklyn’s Political Mag 


Group of Brooklynites are project- 
ing a political magazine to be called 
‘The Democratic Outlook.’ To make 
its initial appearance about Nov. 1. 
Pending the selection of an editorial 
head, material for the first issue is 
being selected by S. I. Smithline, one 
of the sponsors of the proposed pub- 
lication. : 

Present plans are to limit it to 
the New York area, though it may 
go national later, 





Runes’ Books 


Dr. Dagobert D. Runes, who gets 
out ‘The Modern Thinker, a monthly 
devoted to controversial subjects, 
will enter the book publishing field 
this winter with a series of volumes 
on the same topics as contained in 
the mag. 

Subjects in ‘The Modern Thinker’ 
range from science to politics, most- 
ly of the debunking sort. Full- 
length manuscripts covering those 
items now being read. 





Weekly on Stamps 

H. L. Lindquist getting out a new 
mag for stamp collectors, called 
‘Stamps.’ It’s a weekly and in- 
tended for international distribu- 
tion, 

A number of mags devoted to the 
hobby of philately, but ‘Stamps’ is 





Knopf’s Loss, Macmillan’s Gain 


Macmillan stands to profit nicely 
by the build-up given Charles Mor- 
gan by Alfred A. Knopf. Knopf, 
when last abroad, acquired ‘The 
Fountain’ from Morgan, who is Eng- 
lish, and built it into a best-seller. 
Book has sold more than 75,000 
copies to date and it’s believed it 
will do twice that before the de- 
mand is exhausted. 

On the strength of ‘The Fountain’ 
sales Knopf even re-issued a num- 
ber’ of Morgan's old books, and 
those are going nicely, too. 

‘In view of this, Knopf has been 
looking forward to Morgan's new 
book as a cinch seller, and now 
learns that.Morgan, as far back as 
last January, sold it in advance to 
Macmillan. Gives. Macmillan the 
opportunity to profit by Knopf’s en- 
terprise, with Knopf plenty put out 
about the matter. 

Morgan, when not writing fiction, 
is the London ‘Times’’ drama critic. 
Until ‘The Feuntain’ appeared he 
was utterly unknown over here as 
a novelist. 





Goldsmiths Active 


Much activity among the Gold- 
smiths, leaders in the pulp mag pub- 
lishing field. 

On top of the announcement that 
M. A. Goldsmith, who with his as- 
sociate, N. i Pines, will get out a 
couple of new pulps, it is learned 
that Harold Goldsmith, who is 
paired with Harry J. Steeger, is for- 
mulating plans for no less than 
three new pulps. 

Goldsmith and Steeger have formed 
a subsidiary called American Fiction 
Magazines, and will issue the trio of 
new ones under that label. Titles 
nor policy not yet decided upon, but 
it’s hoped to get out the first of the 
new ones around November. 





Russian Writers and Visas 


Ilya Ehrenburg, Russian satirist 
whose ‘Julio Jurenito,’ and other 
novels are known to. English- 
language readers, is back in Rus- 
sia after an absence of some five 
years. Considerable interest around 
the question whether he will be let 
out again—as visas to go abroad 
are not easy to extract from the 
Soviet authorities. 

Boris Pilnyak is also home at 
Moscow from Japan where the 
Tokyo government shortened his 
stay by refusing to extend his visa. 
Probably a book on Japan will fol- 
low his “O. K.,” about America and 
now in the hands of Farrar & Rine- 
hart, publishers. 





News By ’Phone as Plug 

Plugging of the Paris daily ‘Petit 
Parisien’ includes a news informa- 
tion service by telephone, organized 
by Maxime Base, one of the direc- 
tors. 

Any telephone subseriber can ask 
the exchange to plug him to the 
‘Petit Parisien,’ and by calling for 
the talking news service, get over 
the wire, free of charge, all the news 
of the day. : 

About 80,000 people a day are 
taking advantage of, this service, 
which necessitates very few em- 
ployees, and constitutes a great ex- 
ploitation stunt for the paper. 





For the Unknowns 

Couple of young intellectuals are 
readying a new magazine as a 
means of permitting unknown com- 
mentators on current topics ‘to 
reach print. It’s the latest of a num- 
ber of such publications proposed, 
few actually getting under way, 
however. 

Sponsors of the newest are H. 5. 
Vinocur and J. R. Young. No pay- 
ment for material—at least just yet 
—but a possible printing, when an‘ 
if. Title of the publication not yet 
determined. 





C2-Operative Publishers 
First co-operative book publish- 
ing concern is the Equinox Press 











the first weekly in the field. 


formed by a group of seven per- 


sons. Idea is for authors, as well 
as members of the organization, to 
share in the profita or losses pro 
rata, along the line of co-opeartive 
theatrical. productions, 

Principals of the Equinox Press 
are Lynd Ward, John Heins, Albert 
Heckman, Henry Hart, Belle Rosen- 
baum, Evelyn Harter and Lewis F. 
White. White is a printer and will 
do the physical publishing. The 
new concern.is utilizing his plant 
as its headquarters. 

Nominal head of the group. is 
Ward, with all seven to sit in on 
editorial selections. Other duties 
will be divided among the septette. 
Initial book to be issued will be one 
by Llewelly Powys, called ‘Now 
That the Gods Are Dead.’ Edition 
will be limited, as will be most of 
the Equinox publications. 





A Deletion 


Subsequent editions of ‘More 
Merry-Go Round’ will be printed 
minus the item which has made the 
biggest hit in Washington. Live- 
right, publishers, have agreed to 
delete the item about Eleanor Pat- 
terson, editress of Washington ‘Her- 
ald,’ and Ralph D. Palmer, ex-man- 
aging editor of the ‘Daily News,’ ex- 
tolling P<e'‘mer's effort to discover 
if Eleanor actually did possess 
peach colored sheets in her boudoir. 

Editress longed for the sheets in 
story of her experiences of spending 
a night in Salvation Army rooming 
house in search of atmosphere for 
a yarn. According to ‘Merry-Go 
Round,’ Palmer intrigued, called on 
her to see phenomenon. Miss Pat- 
terson has put up squawk and au- 
thors have agreed to cut. it. 





New Comic 


‘Pastime,’ subtitled ‘not an imita- 
tion of Ballyhoo,’ has made its bow. 
On the stands Oct. 1. Edited by 
W. W. Scott, formerly of ‘Life,’ and 
published by Charles Howard and 
Scott as the Howard-Scott Pub. 
Co. Howard is the chewing gum 
manufacture and backer of the mag. 
First issue is 32 pages, datcd No- 
vember, a rather crude cover in red 
and blue with nine comics in a three 
square. Inside are several pages 
of jokes, four crossword puzzles, 
a labyrinth puzzle, bridge problems, 
two knowledge quizzes (intended to 
be taken seriously), a game of 
solitaire and page articles by Don- 
ald Ogden Stewart and Robert 
Benchley. 

General vote of thanks to all con- 
tributors suggests that copy foc the 
first issue was gratis. Sells for 15c. 
First edition was 85,000 copies. 





Putnam’s Crosby Essays 


Percy Crosby, the ‘Skippy’ cre- 
ator, can find a publisher for his 
‘Skippy’ books, but has to publish 
his essays himself. 

Crosby’s new one, ‘Skippy Ram- 
bles,’ will ve published by Putnam, 
but that house is only distributing 
his ‘Patriotism,’ with Crosby as his 
own publisher for that one. Crosby 
himself published his previous book 
of essays also, and distributed it, 
too. 

Pronounced prejudices of the car- 
teonist-writer in his essays believed 
to be the reason why publishers 
won't touch them, He’s nevertheless 
determined to get them before the 
reading public, hence his publishing 
activities. He doesn't have to go to 
that length with his ‘Skippy’ pieces, 
however, 





No Libel 


L. A. ‘Record’ was awarded $103 
costs in the $100,000 libel suit 
brought~- by C. C. Pyle over an 
article printed in the paper alleging 
that Pyle was arrested for being 
intoxicated and jor adcfrauding a 
taxi driver. No one apreared for 
the promoter and the action was 
dismissed in Los Angeles Superior 
court by default. 

‘Outlook’ Goes to 300,000 

Circulation run of ‘The Outlook,’ 
magazine is reported to have been 
jumped to 300,000 upon the an- 
nouncement that Al Smith would 
become its publisher. 

Due to newsstand orders two spe- 
cial runs of 50,000 have been added. 
First issue under Smith’s name is 
due Oct. 1. 





Real Names of Authors 
Paul King, author of ‘Greenhorn,’ 
is Paul Kiralyhegyi. Henrietta Les- 
lie, credited with ‘Desired Haven,’ is 
Mrs. Gladys Schutze. Baroness 
Orezy, who wrote ‘A Joyous Adven- 
ure,’ is Mrs. Montague Barstow. 





Patricia ‘Pat’ Foster, recently ap- 
ointed editrix of ‘College Humor,’ 
9 succeed H. N. Swanson, once was 
ilm and serial rights sales lady for 
ireorge H. Doran Co. 





ll 


Chatter 


Sax. Rohmer here. 

Dial Press bringing out the first 
biog of Jimmy Walker. Knopf is 
still seeking one. 

Van Wyck Mason, who's learn. 
ing to ride a bicycle in Holland, 
gets back early next month if still 
intact. - 

Graham boys, Carroll and Gare 
rett, who wrote ‘Queer People,’ have 
placed a new one with Vanguard, 
called ‘Kings Back to Back.’ Stifles 
report that they have gone their 
separate writing ways. 

Eleanor Mercein Kelly back from 
Yugoslavia. where she visited every- 
body up to the Queen. 

‘Fun in Bed,’ which sounds that 
way, isn't. 

Harold Sherman collabng 
Bill Tilden on a tennis yarn. 

Alec Waugh marrying. 

Floyd Dell will lecture. 

Jane Littell sitting pretty with 
four film options on as many of her 
stories. King Features has the syn- 
dicate rights. 

Scribbler getting the most at- 
tention this month—Hendrik Wil- 
lem van Loon. 

Raoul Whitfield 
wright. 

Henry Holt wants Eliot Chess, 
the pulp western scribbler, to do a 
book western. 


with 


turning play- 


Harry Harrison Kroll. illustrated 
his new book, too. 
Val Lewton provided his first 


heroine with ‘No Bed of Her Own.’ 
Now he gives her a ‘Yearly Lease.’ 
J. W. and Anne Tibble have done 
a, biog of John Clare, the poet. 


novel between book reviews. 

Most of the village turned out for 
Juanyta Clivette’s birthday party. 
‘The War of the Ghosts’ is Thome 
son Burtis’ 37th novel 

Hamlin Garland going to Hono- 
lulu. 

John Gill collabing with Andre 
Oliveroff on a biog af Pavlowa: 
Oliveroff danced with her. 

The Lillian Gish biog by Albert 
Bigelow Paine will see publication 
this winter after many postpone- 
ments. 

Caresse Crosby has gone back to 
Paris with a heap of scripts in the 
trunk. 

James Poling, assistant to Her- 
schell Brickell, at Henry Holt, 
awaiting the picturization of his 
‘Divorce Decoy.’ 

Ray Cummings, the ‘Argosy’ fic- 
tioneer, has written a picture script. 
Norman H. White, Jr., has sold 
Allene Coriliss’ tale, ‘Marry for 
Love,’ to King Features. 

Al Hirschfeld has compiled a 
New York speakeasy guide which 
Dutton will publish. 

Lee Simonson kas written a his- 
tory of stage designing. 

Stuart Palmer has finished his 
fourth mystery novel. ‘Murder on 
the Blackboard,’ a scholastic story. 


I’m Telling You 


(Continued from page 40) 
threw it and missed the hearse by 
two blocks. 








Very Punny 

' The first thing the average wise- 
eracker or critic looks for when he 
‘opening nights’ is a pun on the title 
of the play. This season has been 
a cinch. For instance, ‘Here Today’ 
was a pipe for, ‘and gone tomorrow.’ 

All of which leads to the old say- 
ing: ‘Rolling Stones gather the 
Shuberts.’ 


Consoling 

Broadway is so consoling when a 
show closes. It almost collapses 
from laughing. In’ cheering up 
Lester Allen, who played two weeks 
with ‘The Passing Show,’ one wag 
remarked: ‘Never mind, Lester, 
Holtz closed in one week without 
you.’ 





Good Sign 
And in speaking of old Chicago, 
Jack Lait tells of a sign that ap- 
peared in one of the tougher South 
Side spots. It read: The Girl You 
Come in With Is the Girl You Go 


Out With. 
But it didn’t say ‘positively,’ 
either. 





Ostermania 

The theatrical season is certainly 
starting off with a Leblang... If 
you get to your dress rehearsal 
now-a-days it’s considered a run 
...-Reminds me _ of  Violinsky’s 
crack, ‘Will you loan me ten bucks 
till the talkies blow over?’....Al 
Woods, who presented ‘Stork Is 
Dead,’ went to another show on 
‘Stork’s’ opening night....And what 
worries me is, what happens when 
the hands of the receivers go into 
the hands of the. receivers? 





ARE YOU READING? 


Rose Feld has written a second . 
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New Program Calendar 


Periods on the air for the first time, or resuming commercially 


+ 
TUESDAY, SEPT. 27 Floati Intervi 
. ng 1ews 
‘Seketary Hawkins’ (NBC). Spon- 
gored by Ralston Purina Co. Juve 


script serials, Tuesday, Thursday, 
Saturday, originating from Chicago 
and coming through WEAF, N. Y., 
5:30 to 5:45 p.m., EST. 

‘Kraft Phenix Table Talks’ (NBC). 
Kraft Phenix Cheese Co., presenting 
Mrs. A. M. Goudiss, culinary expert, 
and instrumental ensemble. Origi- 
nates from WEAF, N. Y., 11 to 11:15 
a.m., EST. 

‘Abe Lyman’s Round-the-Town’ 
(CBS). Sterling Products, makers 
of Phillips Magnesia Toothpaste, re- 
turns the Lyman band and Frances 
Langford with Fred Keating as 
m.c., on a Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday slate. Originates from 
WABC, N. Y., 8:15 to 8:30 p.m., 
EST. 

SUNDAY, OCT. 2 

‘Monarch Brand Melodies’ (NBC). 
Reed, Murdock & Co., Chicago food 
packers, using studio combo and 
vocalists. Originates from network's 
Chi studios, coming through WJZ, 
N. Y., 2 to 2:30 p.m., EST. 

‘Blue Coal Revue’ (CBS). Dela- 
ware, Lackawanna & Western R.R., 
combining script and musical en- 
tertainment. Originates from WABC, 
N. Y., 5:30 to 6 p.m., EST. 

‘Three Bakers’ (NBC). Standard 
Brand resumes this singing and 
comedy trio. Originates from WJZ, 
N. Y., 7:30 to 7:45 p.m., EST. 

MONDAY, OCT. 3 

‘Tydol Musicale’ (CBS). Tide- 
water Oil Sales Corp. of New York 
presents the Three X Sisters and 
Freddie Rich’s orchestra over a 
15-station hookup Monday, Wednes- 
day, Friday. Originates from 
WABC, N. Y., 7:30 to 7:45 p.m., 
EST. 

_ TUESDAY, OCT. 4 

‘Lady Esther Serenade’ (NBC). 
Lady Esther cosmetics starts Wayne 
King’s band on a once-weekly eve- 
ning series in addition to the Sun- 
day matinee session. Originates 
from Chicago, coming through 
WEAF, N. 'Y., 8:30 to 9 p.m., EST. 

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 5 

‘Captain Diamond’ (CBS). Dra- 

matic sketch sponsored by General 
(Continued on page 63) 


MINN. WRHM’S AUCTIONS 
TO COVER EXPENSES 


Minneapolis, Sept. 26, 

WRHM, one of the five Twin City 
stations, is holding two auction 
gales daily over the ether in an ef- 
fort to raise funds to enable it to 
continue in business. An appeal 
has been broadcast to ‘help save the 
station.’ 

Many business houses throughout 
the city are aiding in the drive 
by advertising the auction sales 
through tho distribution of ‘pros- 
perity script’ for the financially 
embarrassed station. The _ script 
may be used in partial payment for 
goods purchased at the auction. 

WRHM is not affiliated with any 
ehain. 








Fred Allen Set for 26 
Weeks with Linit Via CBS 


Fred Allen has been signatured to 
hold down the headline honors for 
Linit when that account resumes 
its network activities over Colum- 
bia, Oct. 30. Contract guarantees 
the comic 26 weeks. Session will 
be labeled ‘Fred Allen's Bathtub.’ 

Besides Allen doing an m. c. and 
a crossfire exchange with a girl 
stooge, the program, clocked for a 
half hour Sunday evenings, will 
carry a studio dance combo, a tenor 
and a femme spieler on beauty. 
Frame will retain one of the fea- 
tures on the previous Linit series, 
that of interviews with notables 
from the theatre, the arts and so- 
ciety. Commercial is figuring on a 
line-up of around 40 stations. 


KNX Boosts Rates 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Going to 50,000 watts Oct. 1, KNX 
will boost its commercial time prices 
approximately 20%. 

Beginning that day, station will 
also allow mention of prices of com- 
modities at night, a privilege here- 
tofore granted only during the day. 


OIL’S ORCH AND TRIO 


Tidewater joins the petroleum 
network brigade Monday (3) with 
@ tri-weekly session over a 15-sta- 
tion CBS hookup. Freddie Rich's 
orchestra and the Three X Sisters 
are the talent. 

It’s down for three 15-minute 
periods a week on a minimum 
Stretch of 13 weeks. 

















Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Radio interviews with pic- 
ture names are beginning to 
lack interest, so KFAC is put- 
ting a new twist on the broad- 
casts. 

Dorothy Merberg, air chat- 
terer, took Reginald Denny, Leo 
Carrillo and Eric Linden up in 
a plane to give them the ether 
third degreeing. 


BROADCAST AUDIENCES 
NBC SALES ARGUMENT 


Free show angle connected with 
the broadcasts from the Times 
Square studio atop the New Amster- 
dam theatre has developed into a 


major sales argument for NBC. Net- 
work gave strong play to this in- 
ducement in submitting Al Jolson to 
Chevrolet as a candidate for the car 
manufacturer’s slated return to the 
airlines. Chain cited the commer- 
cials now etherizing their programs 
from in front of these audiences and 
pictured the added ballyhoo that 
would be enjoyed from the theatre 
twist. 

Only in one instance have the 
Times Square studio broadcasts 
been playing to capacity audiences 
or better. House seats 700. The 
Texaco program with Ed Wynn has 
for the past 11 weeks maintained 
capacity and an average of 100 
standees. From the steady attend- 
ance angle, Fleischmann Yeast’s 
Thursday night session with Rudy 
Vallee holds runner-up position, 
with an average of 659 admissions. 
Next on the list is. the Chase & 
Sanborn Coffee show Sunday nights 
with 625. 

Lucky Strike shifted its Thursday 
night show here three weeks ago 
with the addition of Jack Pearl to 
it payroll. Ciggie show has been 
netting around 500 attendees a pro- 
gram. On Monday evenings Max- 
well has the house to itself, with 
the draw never over 250. 

Footing the attendance list among 
the commercials is the Wednesday 
Stanco ‘Big Time’ affair, with the 
count down around the 200 mark. 
Only other show put on at this stu- 
dio for the public is a symphony 
orchestra on Sunday afternoons, but 
the demand for tickets to this event 
is negligile. 

















Frost and Underwood 
Move Up in Frisco 


San Francisco, Sept. 26. 

Lew Frost became program direc- 
tor and Cecil Underwood produc- 
tion manager of NBC here in ap- 
pointments made this week by Don 
Gilman, Both take office Oct. 1. 

Frost succeeds Thomas Hutchin- 
son, who resigned last week when 
NBC restricted him from holding 
an exec job and doing ether acting 
at the same _ time. Hutchinson 
starts tonight (26) as lead in 
Wheatena’s new rural sketch and 
will work on other programs. 

Underwood was boosted from as- 
sistant chief announcer to produc- 
tion post. Promotion means he’ll 
have to give up all his announcerial 
jobs including the ace m. c. assign- 
ment with ‘Spotlight Revue.’ 


Gershwin’s Audition 


NBC has one of its major com- 
mercials interested in a George 
Gershwin starring affair. Program 
the network has in mind for the 
composer would have him = sur- 








° 
rounded by a name band, a femme 


warbling single, a tenor or baritone 
and a quartet. 

Presentation submitted by Gersh- 
win at the network’s request calls 
for a new composition that would 
be introduced on the program each 
week. In addition to this each ses- 
sion would carry a tab version of 
one of the Gershwin legit scores. 


BERGERHOFF MOVES 


Cleveland, Sept. 26. 
Fred SBergerhoff, former an- 
nouncer and publicity director at 


WGAR, has moved over to WJAY to 
become station’s program director 


sand chief announcer. 


He'll also the publicity 


department. 


manage 





Ted Weems Gets Olsen 
Spot on Canada Dry 


Chicago, Sept. 26. 

Ted Weems, now playing his 
initial stage date at the Oriental 
for Balaban & Katz, is set to suc- 
ceed George Olsen on the Canada 
Dry program. Switch will 
about Nov. 1. 

Weems takes his orchestra to the 
Club Forest, New Orleans, first and 
it may be necessary to pick up the 
first program or two from that 
point. Thereafter he will locate 
in New York. 

Weems’ audition was piped to 
New York from WBBM locally last 
week. 

Canada Dry contract with NBC 
expires Oct. 26 after which date the 
session moves over to CBS, precipi- 
tated by NBC’s refusal to permit 
splitting its present southeastern 
link following the expiration of the 
current contract. C. D. argued that 
its present scope of distribution 
made these stations it desired elim- 
inated from the hookup so much 
deadwood, but network was ada- 
mant. 

With Olsen’s radio services ex- 
clusively under NBC Artists Ser- 
vice, program’s transfer automat- 
ically eliminated him. 


Adv. Spending 
21% More for 
Time on NBC 


occur 





Average NBC customer is spend- 
ing 27% more for time than he did 
a year ago. That’s how it figures 
out, comparing the network’s in- 
come for the first eight months of 
this year with the same period for 
1931. In actual coin, the average 
client expenditure so far this year 
comes out at $107,969, while the 
last January to September period 
showed an average of $85,089. 

Advance is made further notable 
by the fact that the 1931 stretch 
had 191 accounts as compared to 
the 172 advertisers on the books the 
first eight months of the current 
annum. 


—— se 





Newspapers Many 


Squawks Cut 


Syndicates Radio Coverage 50%; 
Air Grosses and Scoops ‘Poison 


+ 





Money Talks 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 26. 
Owners of KOIN, CBS out- 
let here, have bought KTBR, 
500-watt station, and to fit into 
the money aspect of the thing, 
have changed the call signal 
to KALE. 














Increase in this direction has been 
pretty steady the past five years. 
For 1927 the network clientele came 
through with an average time ex- 
penditure of $48,205. The next year 
this figure jumped to $64,090, with 
1929 showing $86,207; 1930, $104,630; 
and 1931, $129.853. In other werds 
the tendency among ether mer- 
chandisers has been to spread more 
and more each year beyond merely 
the basic network to the several 
supplementary links available. 


LEGAL BOYS DIG UP AN 
OLD ONE, KILLING IDEA 


There will be no more testing out 
of programs bankrolled but not car- 
rying a commercial tag on any of 
the stations controlled by NBC. 
Network made the ruling following 
a report from its legal department 
that the practice was in violation 
of the Radio Act of 1928. 


Subject came up when Diamond 
Tints asked the network to permit 
it to broadcast the ‘Girl Next Door’ 
script serial over WEAF for a few 
weeks without any commercial 
credit. Dye maker’s idea was to 
find out the program’s appeal pos- 
sibilities with the women listeners 
before giving the show mentioned 
sponsorship. During the experimen- 
tal run ths sponsor would pay for 
the time and the talent salaries. 
Understood that if the show clicked 
after an ample tryout the session 
would be extended over the net- 
work, with the regular line of credit 
and plug attached. 

Although the untagged but fin- | 
anced idea ws tried out with a skit | 
called ‘Bill the Barber’ on one of 
the network’s Chicago outlets, | 
WMAQ, last season, the NBC legal 
minds in New York recalled a pro- 
vision in the rad’o statutes that 
says a program must be either 
strictly sustaining or commercial 
and that if in any way connected 
with an advertiser, note of that 
status must be made during the 














broadcast. 4 


WASH. GROUP’S IDEA TO 
ORGANIZE RADIO FANS 


Washington, D. C., Sept. 26. 

First attempt to organize the mil- 
lions of radio fans in the U. S. will 
be made by a group of local men 
who have in mind a set-up to serve 
tuners as the A. A. A. works for 
motorists. 

Plan is to begin with a nation- 
wide survey of listeners on a 
house-to-house canvass, Originators 
of the association argue _ that 
at present dialers have no say in 
what goes out over the ether ex- 
cept by buying or boycotting the 
advertised products. Fan mail is 
admitted to represent only a small 
minority of listeners. 

Figured to create service to mem- 
bers, such as free inspection of 
receivers, lists of reliable dealers, 
system of passes to studios and 
monthly bulletin of developments in 
radio world from the fan stand- 
point. Method to be employed in 
landing members is to open sales 
talk by asking unsuspecting pros- 
pect to fill out questions on survey 
blank. When he gets curious, they'll 
pop the proposal. 

Survey will begin here and prob- 
ably in Chicago, Pittsburgh and 
Detroit. Canvassers will be paid on 
commission basis, 

The organizers figure to get their 
break by sales of survey results to 
stations and sponsors, memberships 
and tie-ups with repair men, deal- 
ers and manufacturers. 

Society was incorporated about 
a year ago but has been dormant 
until now. 


WFIW to Make Up NBC’s 
Loss of WHAS to CBS 


NBC will make up for he loss of 
WHAS to Columbia when WFIW 
gets permission from the Federal 
Radio Commission to move its 
transmitter from Hopkinsville to 
Louisville, Ky. Application for the 
shift is now before the ether super- 
vising body. Heading the company 
that recently bought WFIW from 
a manufacturing outfit in Hopkins- 
ville is Charles Dawes, son of Rufus 
Dawes, Chicago banker and chair- 
man of the World’s Fair committee. 

WHAS, owned and operated by 
the Louisville ‘Courier-Journal,’ 





If it weren't for a substantial per- 
centage of the newspapers that own 
their own ether outlets and on this 


seore favor the service, the press 


associations would toss out their ra- 
dio departments altogether. As it 
is, they've slashed the output on 
news about radio and its people to a 
mere skeleton of its former propor- 


tions, with the A.P., for instance, 
now issuing daily stint that meas- 
ures less than 50% of what it was 
six months ago. And even this is 
subjected to the oddest sort of prun- 
ing and editing before it’s passed on 
for relay to the newspapers. 


Contending with the constant 
stream of squawks from publishers 
who more than ever consider radio 
as newsprint’s enemy No. 1 has 
become the major daily worry for 
the managerial minds, of the news 
disseminators. Their job, says the 
news syndicators, is to serve what 
the customers, no matter how lim- 
ited in number, want. Though the 
majority of publishers on their lists 
may rail against the use of the staff 
and facilities to help give broad- 
casting a ballyhoo hand, as long as 
there is a minority group okaying 
the idea, say the press association 
heads, the radio departments will 
have to be retained, 


Yelps come thickest and noisiest 
from the anti-radio publishers fol- 
lowing receipt of a story recount- 
ing how either of the networks put 
over some public events stunt, An- 
other item certain to bring a stiffly 
worded pan pertains to the adver- 
tising grosses of radio. 


Strictest of the taboos taken into 
account by the press associations in 
editing copy for the clientele is men- 
tion of the news commentators on 
the air. These in many spots have 
become the pet hates of local pub- 
lishers. One association makes it 
a point of blue-pencilling any ref- 
erence to Amos ’n’ Andy or other 
raGio acts of topmost listener pop- 
ularity. 


Another subject regarded by the 
press associations as poison is men- 
tion of fan mail pulled by a pro- 
gram or by any individual ether 
name. This info is given the same 
rating as stories about the grosses, 


Not so long ago the A.P. cleared 
over its wires an average of 1,000 
words daily on radio, sometimes hit- 
ting close to an average of 1,500 
words daily for the week. Current 
output on radio barely averages 300 
words a day. Sepcial features have 
been practically eliminated by the 
service, and what now is sent out 
sticks closely to essentials and bare 
news statements. 


U.P. has pretty well weaned itself 
away from radio, outside of carry- 





went CBS Sept. 1 on a proposition 
whereby the network financed the 
daily’s new 50,000-watt transmitter 
and paid a substantial special rate 
for local commercial program re- 
lease. Switch left NBC without a 
Louisville outlet. 

WFIW, now a part of the CBS 
Dixie link, will quit that chain for 
NBC affiliation as soon as the com- 
mission okays the move to Louis- 
ville. 





CASCARETS DISKING 


Cascarets is going on the air with 
a waxed detective serial caled ‘Ste- 
vens and Son.’ Before giving the 
program general release the com- 
mercial will test it out first on four 


stations in different parts of the 
country. 
If the disc clicks on the tryout 


it’s set for a spread on 30 stations. 





MAC ARTHUR BANKRUPT 
Claude MacArthur, composer and 
arranger, 131 Chauncey avenue, 
New Rochelle, has filed a voluntary 
petition in bankruptcy. 





Schedule sets liabilities at $5,760 
and assets, $11. 
Townsend at WJW | 
Akron, O., Sept. 26. 


Sam W. Townsend, formerly as- | 
sociated with WFJC here and now! 


chief engineer for WJAY, Cleve- 
land, has been appointed station | 
manager for WJW, new 100-watt 
Akron unit. | 


| Sylva, 


ing straight reports on new name 
programs about to make their debut 
on the networks and on technical 
innovations in the industry. NEA 
has also practically cut out its radio 
chatter syndications, with this move 
clearly foreseen a few months ago 
when it shifted its radio editor to 
the sales staff. 





New ‘Big Ben’ Program 
Minus Mrs. Durstine 


Chicago, Sept. 26. 

Although written and: handled by 
the Chicago office of Batten, Barton, 
Durstine & Osborne, the new ‘Big 
Ben Dream Hour’ will be broadcast 
from New York. Program resumed 
yesterday (25) as a Sunday attrac- 
tion instead of twice during the 
week as last year. 

Virginia Gardineer on the pro- 
gram last year has since become 
Mrs. Roy Durstine, wife of one of 
the agency partners. She is fol- 
lowed on the program by Georgia 
Backus working with Joseph Bell, 


ENGLE’S COMMERCIAL 


Detroit, Sept. 26. 

Danny Engle, local rep for De- 
3rown & Henderson, started 
on a new commercial last week, 
once weekly for Schust Baking Co. 
over WJR. 

This is in addition to Engle’s 
three times weekly sustaining over 
same station. 
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ALL-AMERICA FOOTBALL SHOW 
Christy Walsh 


VARIETY 


COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 

Among the seasons new entries 
en behalf of General Foods, and 
Postum in particular. It should 


serve its purpose on the strength of 
the annual grid fever, but will need 
more color than the initial broad- 


‘TODAY’S CHILDREN’ 
With Irna Phillips, Bess Johnson, 
Lucy Gillman, Walter Wicker 
Sustaining 
WMAQ, Chicago 
This is conceded to be the best 
mail-getter of all the sustaining 
programs now originating on NBC 
stations in Chicago. It's been 
breezing along since June 20 five 
mornings a week at 10:45, and ap- 





east unfurled to class it important- 


ly. It's a once weekly affair for a 
half-hour stretch, and timed well, | 
Friday nights. 


Listed as a conception of Christy 
Walsh, the sports commentator who 
reaches the public in devious ways, 
including one-reel shorts, the line- 
up tabs a string of credits narrating 
Freddie Rich’s band as playing the 
college songs and Andre Kostelanetz 
in charge of the mob effects. Also 
there is to be a weekly guest in the 
person of a well-known coach, in 
this case Eddie Casey, who tells 
Harvard's warriors what he wants 
and how he wants it. 

Present basis of the period is the 
reviving of spectacular plays which 
won some of the big games last sea- 
son. Not especially new in lieu of 
those air periods which have gone 
so far as to replay entire quarters 
and full games. That this angle is 
apt to become secondary in view of 
another objective is probably for the 
best. Further intent is to name the 
ouistanding players of the previous 
Saturday's games in a weekly sym- 
posium which will build up to a final 
All-America selection, thereby beat- 


ing the newspapers to their ‘all’ 
selections and providing food for 
dispute, which, the more hot it 


rages by fan mail, the better Walsh 
and his sponsors will like it. 

Walsh is trying to make it look 
good by promising recommendations 
from various grid writers, all likely 
attached to his sports writing syn- 
dicate, which he will sift and finally 
pronounce as the selections for the 
week. These recommendations will 
be country-wide. 

It's hardly a program the women 
will care for. In fact, the accom- 
panying clamor to the game de- 
scriptions will likely chase femi- 
ninity right out of the room if the 
men in the family insist on lending 
an ear. Which brings up the point 
of the audience General Foods ex- 
pects to reach with this presenta- 
tion for Postum. Regardless of 
what they're after, it’s probable that 
this football period’s best chance is 
to cutch a bateh of regular male 
listeners ranging in age from 10 to 
39. If so, that ought to be enough, 
and may be the desired range, cer- 
tainly as regards the younger ele- 
ments as the routine also carries an 
endorsement of Postum by some 
coach figured to catch the imagina- 
tion of the kids in that his players 
use it, etc. Last week this signa- 
tured reading matter came from 
Vic Hanson of Syracuse. These 
testimonials are part of Walsh's 
contract with his sponsors, food 
company stipulating same. 

Allowing that the aforementioned 
age span is about right, Walsh’s 
ruistake in replaying games for this 
faction is that his listeners will be 
three plays ahéad of him all the 
way. Take the average grid fol- 
lower and mention the score of a 
game and he will instantly recall 
not only the scoring plays, but the 
action which led up to them. What 
Walsh might better do is to theo- 
retically move his mike down onto 
the plaving field and range be- 
tween the bench and playing 
field to give the grid fans an 
insight of what takes place on 
the bench during a game or ina 
huddle before climax plays are run 
off. There’s plenty of chance for 

color there between the assistant 
coaches, spotted around the top of 
a stadium, constantly phoning down 
to the bench and the messages the 
subs bring in when they’re sent into 
a contest. Also there is always the 
coach’s talk to the squad between 
halves. This is inside stuff which 
the fan at large is unfamiliar with, 
and hooked to a major battle, and 
emphasized for authenticity, could 
be made more intriguing than the 
mere repetition of plays which the 


listener instantly recalls through 
having read about them time and 
again. 


Program is also in danger of be- 
coming tiresome from the unorgan- 
ized yelling of the supposed crowds 
which comes over the air, in pre- 
tense situations such as these, as 
just so much noise. Walsh could 
mix this up, make it more interest- 
ing and give the kids a thrill by 
taking the organized cheering from 
his one-reel shorts, transpose them 
toa platter and run the disk in con- 
junction with whatever game is 
being recounted. For the public at 
large, and especially the youngsters, 
the cheering is almost half the at- 
traction, and few there are who 
can’t get a tingle out of a ‘Tour N’ 
Navy yell, a ‘Long Corps’ blast 
which the Army limits to once a 
game, and before the game, or the 


pears to be in tune with the family 
folks hereabouts. 

Irna Phillips is author and chief 
character. She gets a good score as 
an author, but as Mother Moran 
her Irish brogue bursts credulity 
and alienates illusion. It’s the Irish 
of Oslo, Norway, or Americus, 
Georgia, more easily than the Irish 
of the Hibernians. At no point does 
Miss Phillips cease to be playacting. 
However, despite the unauthentic 
brogue she _ still manages to be 
crisply dictioned, and because the 
capacity for make-believe is keen 
in the unsophisticated American 
parlor she is probably taken at 
catalog price by her fans. 

Rest of the characters are nicely 
plausible. Story as carried along 
from day to day is of the small hap- 
penings and simple problems of 
ordinary mortals. The home is the 
pivot and ‘Today's Children’ the im- 
petuous or misguided young citizens 
who must learn for themselves. 
Mother Moran, an enormously philo- 
sophical person, soothes, counsels 
and steers them. 

A young lawyer (played by Wal- 
ter Wicker) is running for alder- 
man on an idealistic platform. Story 
is working up to his first political 
stump speech. To test the pro- 
gram’s popularity it was announced 
that this speech would be given in 
the big studio at NBC and the pub- 
lic could attend. There were 1,000 
requests and only 400 seats. 
Public’s readiness to enter into 
th. petty details of a mythical 
family’s life has been demonstrated 
before now. It appears that Miss 
Phillips, last associated with ‘Paint- 
ed Dreams’ on WGN, has concocted 
a workable formula. There will re- 
main, however, a grave doubt about 
the program applicability to any 
nation-wide audience while that un- 
believable brogue is attached. 
Land. 


BOB ROOT 

Sustaining 

Piano Solos 

KLZ, Denver 

What a knockout this pianist 
would be if he would realize that 
most of the radio fans are not 
pianists, and want tunes they can 
identify promptly. Piano music is 
one of the weakest instruments on 
the air when presented uninterest- 
ingly, but when played properly and 
with a real regard for the listener, 
it can be among the best. 

Bob Root’s first two numbers were 
‘Lover Come Back to Me’ and ‘Para- 
dise,” and were announced as Root’s 
own arrangements of these num- 
bers, but he had better stick to the 
original, as these were mighty hard 
to distinguish, and without proper 
and previous announcements, would 
have fallen flat. His last two, 
‘Parade of the Wooden Soldiers’ and 
“When Irish Eyes are Smiling’ could 
be spotted at once and were huge 
improvements over the first two. 
Root plays in a manner that should 
get a large following if he does not 
improvise quite so much. 





flat and miscellaneous yelling in the 
studio. In addition to which, on a 
disk the volume could be controlled 
so as not to submerge the supposed 


game announcer or launch the 
listener on a fair way to a fine 
young headache, 

The ear can’t register the same 


thrill as the eye on a lad weaving 
and reversing his way through a 
broken field or the completion of a 
long pass. That's the difference be- 
tween the air and the screen which 
must always remain until television 
ean offer the grid fan his Utopia. 
It’s a handicap Walsh should 
realize and must overcome to insure 
longevity for this aerial idea. Last 
week the particular plays selected 
were Baker’s field goal against 
Notre Dame, which gave U.S.C. its 
South Bend victory, and Booth’s 
boot against Harvard for Yale’s 3-0 
final edge last fall. 

Program thrice takes time out to 
get in its boost for Postum, and not 
objectionable because the plugs are 
brief, and has borrowed from Win- 
chell’s formula in transferring back 
and forth from New York to the 
guest coach on a cue line of ‘One- 
two-three, hike’ given in signal 
cadence. In this instance the hop 
was to Boston for Casey, who gen- 
eralized on some of the new rules, 
Harvard's and other teams’ pros- 
pects and his most memorable game 
as a player. Walsh does the inter- 
viewing of the coaches. 

As currently presented it looks as 





unending twists which Colgate an- 
nually gets into its cheering. Tew 
colleges cheer as well as Colgate, 
and none better. 

Transplant this student hody ‘at- 


mosphere’ to the mike, the news- 
reels have got these vellis on their 
sound grid film spools if Walsh 


hasn't, and this period would en- 
hance its value by half. Taking it 
off the sound track would also be 
economical, besides a general im- 
provement, for that wild burst from 
the stands on a scoring play is also 
there and would not necessitate the 


if the program will stand or fall on 
the interest aroused in the weekly 
selection of players for honorable 
mention. Walsh will undoubtedly 
be astute enough to ring in favor- 
ites from all sectors, but even that 
may not be enough. Until they start 
to slip more color and gridiron lore 
into this period it will remain a 
football program attracting just the 
most rabid football fans because it’s 
the only one of its kind, but leaving 
the field wide open for a_ similar 
period to come in and. steal its 
thunder. Sid. 





THE WEATHER EYE 
Stevens Partridge 
Sustaining 

WINS, New York 

Around the dinner hour each eve- 
ning this Hearst outlet sets aside a 
five-minute spell for Stevens Par- 
tridge to tell the folks about the 
portents of the weather. But it’s 
never a dry recital of cloudy, rain 
or shine with him. 

To Partridge forecasting is inci- 
dental. What interests him more 
are, as he styles them, ‘the manifold 
and rich beauties of the weather,’ 
and these he retails with intense 
poetical rhapsodizing. Frequently 
he waxes philosophical and talks 
about the symbolical connotations 
of the weather to life itself, taking 
his text, for instance, from a previ- 
ous observation of his own that 
threatening clouds are gathering 
and it looks as if the air will soon 
be rent by thunder and lightning. 

On other occasions Partridge 
takes time off to explain the 
weather phenomena. After vouch- 
safing that the morrow will be 
cloudy, ‘The Weather Eye,’ for ex- 
ample, goes into a dissertation on 
the various types of clouds. From 
that he may drift on to tell how as 
winter comes on the temperature of 
the water changes. In summer the 
sea is colder than the land and in 
winter it’s the other way around. 


All this comes out of the loud- 
speaker in slowly measured sen- 
tences and weighted down by a 


weather-beaten basso profundo. De- 
livery gives the impression of being 
extemporaneous. 

Program is rated as being one of 
the most popular on the station's 
night time schedule, and it is easy 
to imagine its appeal for the older 
element of listeners in the outlying 
precincts. On this score the session 
should have a commercial value. 
Odec. 


BRAD and AL 


COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 


Best thing about Brad and Al, and} 
their value to the Rogers silverware 
company, which they exploit, is 
their novelty theme song. Not that 
there isn’t a supplementary plug, 
including a price mention—now per- 
missible under the network’s dis- 
pensation—but the thematic ditty is 
the best part of it all. 

Thereafter Brad and Al go in for 
novelty song doubles with comedy 
patter in between and don’t do bad 
considering that theirs is a daily 
morning frolic at 9:45-10 a.m. over 
WABC. 

Happening to come at a quarter 
hour when the defenseless house- 
wives, who like to do their dusting 
to the accompaniment of a radio, 
find almost every one of the other 
major stations in the N. Y. belt air- 
ing talks on beauty or child welfare, 
this quasi-musical interlude is prob- 
ably the lightest thing that appeals 
to them, and, as such, it’s a break 
all around for the commercial. 
Considering the a.m. hour, there’s 
lots worse ethereal shindigs on the 


PIGSKIN ROMANCES 
Sustaining 

KPO, San Francisco 

Faced with the possibilities of los- 
ing broadcasting privileges on the 
coast’s football games, a trio of 
locals journeyed to Pasadena last 
August, going before the football 
managers’ association with a prop- 
osition. The trio, Lloyd Yoder, pub- 
licity director of NBC; Harrison 
Holliway, KFRC manager, and 
Ernie Smith of Hearst Radio Serv- 
ice, promised the gridiron moguls 
approximately $100,000 worth of 
gratis plugging via NBC and CBS 


networks and Hearst papers in re- 
turn for etherizing the pigskin 
events. 


Footballers acquiesced and first of 
radio's reciprocations is the series 
of dramatic programs NBC is radio- 
ing once weekly, 30 minutes every 
Thursday night, during the football 
season, 

‘Pigskin Romances’ is from the 
typewriters of Carleton E. Morse 
and Yoder. Latter was grid star 
of recent years when he attended 
Carnegie Tech. Plot and settings 
belong to Morse, while Yoder fur- 
nished the dialog. 

Story is probably the most diffi- 
cult production job local NBC stu- 
dios have attempted, requiring as 
it does two. studios. One houses 
orchestra, and all sound effects, 
which included a bunch of cheering 
kids (picked up in Morse’s neigh- 
borhood by Morse), applause ma- 
chines, ete. Other held the play- 
ers. Duo of studios required con- 
sistent diligence by technicians who 
had to keep all studio lines open so 
orchestra could hear players, and 
vice versa. Tough job and nicely 
handled, 

Setting of the sketch rapidly 
moved from locker rooms, to rally, 
to game, then shifting from grand- 
stand, to dugout, to gridiron. All 
lent punch and speed to the story, 
seeming to shorten the. half hour 
considerably. Mythical center of 
proceedings is State College, which 
each week henceforth will play a 
different institution of the Pacific 
Coast League. 


Sterling work of the show was 


| done by Charles McAlister as the 


coach. McdAlister’s style obviously 
patterned after Rockne; in fact, pep 
speeches were taken off records 
made by the late mentor. Cameron 
Prud'homme, former Duffy player, 
did the football captain, and okay. 
Ann Chase was the girl, reading 
her lines with an apparent knowl- 
edge of mike _ technique. Don 
Thompson, as the announcer, fol- 
lowed his usual style in viewing 
gridiron tussles. Barbara Jo Allen, 
Barton Yarborough, Mike Raffetto 
and Harold Dana completed cast. 
Joe Hornik’s orchestra sees es 
ock. 





PEBECO PLAYBOYS 
Songs, Piano Duo 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 

Here’s one so overladen with 
plugging that the entertainment 
finds itself stumbling in and out of 
the proceedings. Way the thing is 
now routined the dentifrice might 
as well turn the entire session over 





air. Abel. 


NANCY NOLAN 


Songs | 
Sustaining 
WEAF, New York 
Warbling, patter-peddling miss 


who gives the impression that she 
has something valuable in the way 
of mike personality and talent to 
sell. NBC is giving her a quarter 
hour each Thursday evening to see 
what can be done. So far she 
shapes up as definitely on the way. 

Cueing of her songs is deftly done. 
Not too much wordage, but just 
enough to lay the incentive for the 
number to come and to dovetail the 
latter with the one that had pre- 
ceded. Continuity that means some- 
thing and helps give pace and di- 
rection to the program. Songs are 
varied and nicely balanced, a homey 
lyric of greeting, a comedy phrasing, 
a lowdown torch lament and a sud- 
den shift in tempo and mood to a 
signing off lullaby. 

Quality of the voice is best in its 
lower registers, getting its best ef- 
fects as long as it kept down there. 
Girl is inclined at times to shoot 
sky-high suddenly and letting it go 
with a fortissimo that rocks the 
amplifier. Shrill reception here 
could be avoided through better 
co-op with the control room. 


She could chuck the ‘Hello, 
Everybody,’ greeting. It’s too 
reminiscent of Kate Smith. 

Odec. 


LOS CABALLEROS 
Dor Garcia Orchestra 
Sustaining 
WTMJ, Milwaukee 

A feature tnat is rapidly gaining 
a popular niche for itself in local 
listener circles is Los Caballeros, a 
}soothing program of Spanish and 
Mexican melodies sent from the Mil- 
waukee ‘Journal station by Don 
Garcia and his orchestra. 





While it is rather difficult 
understand Garcia’s announcements 
lat times, they lend real color to the 
| proceedings. 

The orchestration is all strings 
and the music pleasingly Castillian 
Waltzes, tangoes, boleros—all played 
lin a rather lazy tropical style that 
imates for pleasant listening. 

Pather a relief from the noise of 
x lut of other musical programs. 


‘team 
| themselves as part of the program 
| they’re shoved out of the way for 


to the credit reader. Before either 
the piano duo and the harmony 
have a chance to establish 


another recital of the product's vir- 
tues or some giveaway announce- 
ment. Whole thing seems out of 
place on a network key station, 

In what little opportunity is af- 
forded the tinklers of the keys the 
unbilled pair ply their digits tune- 
fully and with inordinate technical 
brightness. Gags unreeled by the 
harmony twosome neither impress 
as funny nor neatly cue into the 
song number, though the voices 
easily pass muster. Paul Douglas, 
spieler, undertakes to share in the 
crossfire interludes with the boys, 
but the results are n.g. 

Commercial has six 15-minute 
evening periods a week under con- 
tract with the CBS key station and 
is splitting the row of ether niches 
between the ‘Playboy’ idea and a 
serial script called ‘Bill the Barber.’ 
Latter last was used to plug a hair 
oil on WMAQ, Chicago. Odec. 


STACEY SIMPSON 
Organlogs 
Sustaining 
WGY, Schenectady 

Organist of Proctor’s RKO Sche- 
nectady house is now broadcasting 
a half-hour morning and late eve- 
ning program weekly. For several 
vears Betty Lee Taylor filled a sim- 
ilar spot, if memory serves well. 
The impression still exists that in- 





to | 


'strun:ent here is not as good a one 
as several others heard over the air. 

It sounds heavy, at times draggy, 
lacking the zip and quick response 
to player’s touch noticeable in other 
|consoles fingered for broadcasting. 


|The organ does quite well for slow 
|numbers, but in  quick-tempoed 
|selections effect is that of ‘pump- 


ing.’ 


While fairly enjoyable, broadcasts 
would be more so if organ had wider 
range and programs were more 
| diversified, Closer attention to 
lchoice of compositions would lift 
the level of entertaniment. There 
is now too much sameness about 


programs and not enough verve in 
the playing. Snappier announcing 
would help, too. 

As a whole, not an unentertaining 
feature but one that could be im- 
proved. 





—_— 


WHEATENAVILLE 
With Ray Knight, Alice Davenport, 

Vivian Block, Bobby Jordan 
COMMERCIAL 
WEAF, New York 

Serials built around the running 
of a newspaper and newspaper life 
have come on the air in pretty 
steady procession and faded with- 
out in any instance making an ap- 
preciable dent in listener popularity. 
That Ray Knight of ‘Station KUKU” 
madwaggery has something here 
that will turn out an exception to 
the rule doesn’t impress as prob- 
able, if the first episodes are a fair 
sample of what is to follow. 

As a piece of dialog writing and 
staging the program has _ every- 
thing in its favor. Casting is oke 
and even the commercial phase 
shows some originality in the way 
it’s adroitly woven in. But the 
story and the plot of ‘Wheatena- 
ville’ are treading a route that long 
ago became a rut from use by many 
predecessors. Only this past sum- 
mer NBC put on out of Chicago 
a sustaining series retailing the 
trials and tribulations of a small 
town newspaper publisher, locked 
in battle with the local political 
boss and head of the county's 
crime mob. Hostilities started after 


the mob chief tried to buy the 
paper. And that’s where the 
‘Wheatenaville’ story now stands. 


As for the NBC script out in Chi- 
cago, it was pulled off the air after 
a two-week trial. 

Air and action about the sheet 
that the hero in the ‘Wheatenaville’ 
series finds himself heir to reeks 
of the unreal and the improbable, 
Incidents are forced and the sketch- 
ing of the manner of a small town 
reporter smacks intimately of the 
Rollo Boy stories. Other side of 
the serial’s romantic angle is fur- 
nished by the girl filling in as the 
society editor on the ‘Wheatena- 
ville News.’ Program is on a five- 
times a week schedule, clearing out 
of New York at 7:15 p: m. EST. 

Odec, 

‘AMERICA IN REVUE’ 

With Thomas Belviso, Nancy Gar- 
ner, Jean Southern, Gracie and 
Charley Hurley, Alois Havrilla 

Sustaining 

WENR, Chicago 
Originally scheduled for Sept. 8, 

launched the 15th and caught in full 

Thursday (22), this new sustaining 

divertissement offered a radical con- 

trast between its first and second 
samples. First program was heavy 
on English accent, satire, and had 

a couple of dashes of indigo. Sec- 

ond was much toned down, although 

the satire was present in one skit, 
the sort of blackout that is more 

characteristic of a London than a 

New York revue, 

Representative of what the over- 
seers of this program seemingly 
have in mind, it’s more subtle, 
smarter humor than the radio audi- 
ence generally gets. And maybe by 
now the metropolitan audience for 
the dials is large enough to. be 
worthy of a program which frankly 
disavows catering to the sticks. 

For the rest the program con- 
tained some _ pleasurable musical 
moments by Belviso’s orchestra and 
singing of no special memorable- 
ness by the other specialty people, 
It’s certain that the humor will at- 
tract attention, if any is attracted, 
and the vocal portions won’ hurt. 

Alois Havrilla announces. Land. 


THREE ORPHANS 
Songs 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WEAF, New York 

This femme trio, doing oddly ar- 
ranged pops, have been on the air, 
of mornings, around 10 and 10:30, 
on a varying schedule, for some 
time and sound like they're all set 
for big-league etherizing. Probably 
the only thing that’s been holding 
them away from a choice ether spot 
is that they’re picked up on an NBC 
hookup from Cleveland, which the 
later and more choice broadcasting 
hours forbids. 

They have a sprightly routine and 
get attention, despite the 10 a. m. 
hour, judging by the repeat request 
for their novelly arranged ‘Lime- 
house Blues.’ They split the songs 
up nicely. 

Probably precarious for any vo- 
calizing trio to come east On spec, 


where in Cleveland they're most 
likely comfortably set; but they 
seem to have the makin’s, Abel. 


FAMILY ROBINSON 
Golden State 
COMMERCIAL 
KGO, San Francisco 

Golden State Milk Co. for severai 
years sponsored a variety program, 
the Jamboree, over CBS’ Coast 
hookup. Company, off the air since 
July 5, returned last week with a 
Swiss Family Robinson idea em- 
bodied in a once weekly half-hour 
serial done on NBC’s KGO here and 
KFI, Los Angeles. It’s slated for 
52 weeks. Time is 7:30 p. m., 
Saturdays. 

Show belongs to Freeman Tilden, 
penner of short stories and novels. 
Tilden did a sweet job with the 
opening chapter, neatly planting the 
Robinsons as a middle class family 
of four anxious to travel and with 
a wealthy uncle about to join them 


on their trip. Locale of future 
episodes will be throughout the 
state. Plenty of humnn interest, 


(Continued on page 60) 
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RADIO CHATTER 








wretEseraane 2!) ees ee bibecnushnn ak eel. i 
Ea t ing acts for NBC in the east und 

S the name, Tom Brennie. has be« 
ie appointed manager of the coast 

Sister stations, KFAC and KFVD. 


CBS Funnyboners will not be heard 
in New York until a new 
schedule is arranged for them 
WABC was closed to the trio when 
Kolynos contracted for the same 
periods the Funnyboners had. 

Clyde Kittell, NBC announcer, and 
his wife in the mountains up north 
for a vacation. Stopped off at his 
ola stand, WGY, Schenectady, for a 
chat. 

Harry Black, manager of Albany 
Palace, before the mike to introduce 


winners in NBC-RKO ‘Talent 
Quest’ over WGY. 
Edward A. Cronin, Medford, 


Mass., ‘Daddy Sunshine’ of WBSO, 
will marry Mary A. O'Leary of 
Brookline at Malden, Oct. 8. 

Jack Roche and Edward Barrett 
added to the CBS press staff in N. Y. 
Roche comes from ‘Editor & Pub- 
lisher.’ 

Frieda Hempel auditioning for an 
NBC commercial. 

G. W. (Johnny) Johnstone did a 
personal contacting swing among 
midwest radio editors. Seasonal 
event now for the NBC pub. mer. 


William Stoess, WLW, Cincy, 
batonier, around N. Y. for three 
days scouting for talent. 

Beverly Hillbillies from KLX, 
Oakland, made a persenal at the 


Kress music counter, San Francisco, 
to plug ‘Down the Trail to the Girl 
I Love,’ by Shug Fisher, Norman 
Hedges and Will Livernash. 

Madonna Todd resigns as conti- 
nuity editor of NBC, ’Frisco, and 
leaves Oct. 15 for San Diego with 
her husband, Al Bartlett. Latter 
leaves Scripps - Howard ’Frisco 
‘News’ to join San Diego ‘Sun’ as 
managing editor. 

E. L. Bengston, production man- 
ager, KLZ, Denver, lost his father 
by death. 

KLZ, Denver, is putting huge ini- 
tials on towers opposite new Over- 
land park links. Golfers want Mrs. 
W. D. Reynolds, owner, to put in 
public address system so _ divot 
makers can hear programs. 

Tom Brennerman, who recently 
returned to Los Angeles, after stag- 


time 
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| join George Olsen’s orchestra. 


' Wally Williams and Lyle Daniels 
join KDYL Breakfast Club. 

KSL feeding Mormon Tabernack 
organ and choir to CBS on Sundays 

G. Walter Vogt, former KFAB 
identifier, has switched to KFBI. 
Abilene, Kans. Mere matter of 
more dough. 

Dedication ceremonies were held 
Sunday (18) for the opening of the 
new Omaha branch of KFAB. 


South 


Birmingham announcers have 
formed a club, which plans to meet 
monthly. 

McDonald 
Birmingham, 


WBRC, 


making 


Quartet of 
in New York 


records. 
John Connolly, Birmingham an- 
nouncer, telling everybody how it 


feels to be a daddy. It’s a boy. 

Juanita White, 14-year-old singe: 
at WBRC, celebrated her fourth an- 
niversary as a regular feature of 
the station. 

Foster Brooks, WHAS baritone 
will m.c. at Seville Tavern, Louis- 
ville. Freddie Friedman’s 9 orch. 
James Shelton, Viola Clark and Bob 
James, also of WHAS, will be on 
bill with Brooks. 

Ray Bahr, once sustaining fea- 
ture on WHAS, quits that station 
for engagement at Fort Nelson Nite 
Club. 

WKBC is deserting the studios in 
the Birmingham A. C. building and 
has space in Tutwiler hotel, states 
Rufus Patterson, manager. 


Radio ce. in Dutch 
Govt. Colonial Policy 


The Hague, Sept. 17. 
As Holland is sending a delega- 
tion of 12 to the International Radio 
Conference at Madrid, questions 
were asked in Parliament why in 
these days of depression the gov- 
ernment was sending such a nu- 








merous group of experts, involving | 


great expense. 

The minister for public works 
answered that not only Holland's 
interests in radio but especially 
also those of its colonies demanded 
expert representation on a big scale. 

It was not only a question of 
wireless broadcasting as Holland 


has great interest in communication | 
with the Dutch East Indies the ex- | 


pense was fully justified. 





WBBM Continuous 


Chicago, Sept. 26. 

WBBM has arranged to operate 
during the 6:45 to 8 p. m. gap that 
formerly had to be surrendered to 
KFAB, Lincoln, Nebraska. With the 
ending of daylight saving this week 
WBBM was supposed to revert to 
the former arrangement which was 
abrogated over the summer. How- 
ever possession proved nine points 
of pursuasion and a deal was 
worked out. Now the Columbia key 
station can stay on the waves from 
6 a. m. to 10 p. m. 

There will be a two-hour silence 
until midnight when WBBM can 
again resume with any owl pro- 
grams that may be around, 





Del Campo, Grant at KHJ 


Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 

Francisco Del Campo, 
tenor, was added to the staff of 
KHJ, this week, as was Donald 
Smith, .tenor, who gets a name 
change to Don Grant. 

Leaving is David Marshall, bari- 
tone, who has gone to New York to 
An- 
Albert Hay 


other staff addition is 


| Malotte, organist. 
' 








Nick Kenny 
N. Y. Mirror, 9-24-32 


THOSE THREE LOVELY VOICES IN PERFECT HARMONY! 


KELLER SISTERS and LYNCH 


“Those Keller Sisters 
night on the C.B.S. 
5TH MONTH—STATION W-O-R—3 TIMES WEEKLY 
7:15 P. M.—Monday—Wednesday—Saturday—7:15 P. M. 


and Lynch sounded great last 


Network!” 
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Only Radio Agency Rep With The- 


| atrical Experience Moves 

} 

Chicago, Sept. 26 
ay Jack Van Voelkenberg, head of 


the Chicago radio department of 
| batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborne 
|} has accepted the promotional man- 
agership of KMOX, 50,000-watte: 
He assumes his new duties in St 
Louis Oct. 1. 

Van Voelkenberg vecame chair- | 
man of the Chicago radio commit- | 
tee of the four A’s only a few 
weeks ago. A successor will be 
named for the chairmanship. Mean- 
while George May, who has been 





ceeds to Van Voelkenberg’s vacated 


Van Voelkenberg was the only 


attached to an 
| Agency radio department locally 
with a theatrical background. He 
Pree an ex-vaudevillian. At KMOX 
| he succeeds Leonard Hutchinson. 


WYNN-TEXACO 
TALK RENEWAL 


person 


Renewal of the comic’s contract 
which expires Oct. 24 is now under 
discussion between Ed Wynn and 
Texaco. Wynn is insisting upon a 
52-week contract, with nothnig else 
but a 26-week cancellation clause. 
Usual radio artist’s contract car- 
ries a minimum term of 13 weeks 
}with a four-week cancellation 
| clause. 

Scene of the session's origin, as 
currently planned by .Texaco, will 
be wherever Wynn's legit show is 
appearing at the time. Whenever 
practical Graham McNamee will 
travel out of New York each week 
to join Wynn for the Tuesday eve- 
ning stanza. Not yet decided 
whether to retain the Don Vorhees 
orchestra after Oct. 26, which would 
require broadcasting from two 
points, or to use a comto at the 
| NBC Chicago studios. Wynn's show 
opens in Chicago Noy. 6 for a seven 
run, 





| weeks’ 


Basic Stations’ Own 
Disc Network, New 


Pain for NBC-CBS 


Latest headache confronting NBC 
and CBS is the formation of re- 
| corded program networks by their 
'basic stations. Agitating this move- 
ment are the leading spot time 
placing companies, who have seized 
upon a weak point in the major 
chains’ relations with their affiliated 
outlets to protect themselves against 
stiff competition from the national 
networks in dealing with important 
money advertisers. This point is 
the small share of the commercial 
coin going to a station for its use 
on a chain hookup. 

Should these disc program links 
| materialize among their basic, or 
|strategically spotted stations, the 
ichains will be forced into the posi- 
tion of either having to raise sub- 
stantially the commercial ante or 
lose out on the clearing of their 
sponsored shows at these points. 

Several important indie stations 
in the midwest carried on the baste | 
list of one chain or the other have | 
already got together and formed the 
;nucleus of a disc web, with the 
|signing of contracts binding them 
|'together slated for this week. This 
link is figured upon to extend from 
New York to Denver and to ireclude 
one station at each basic point. In- 
cluded in the towns covered so far 
are Detroit, Cleveland, St. Louis, 
and Kansas City. 

Idea of the disc 
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placing sources. Either these out- 
lets must get together and work 


berth. | 
} 


VAN VOELKENBERG’S JOB | 


| Station’s weight, 


with the agency for some time, suc- | 


advertising | 


| 


| the privilege, 














| 


| wind up 
|and the 
| bookings. 


| here. 





;out a special network rate for disc 
customers, the station representa- 
tives warned them, or a major part 


'of this income would go by the 
board, Stations, argued the time 
Placers, could no longer go on 


charging the full local card rate to 
| disc while the chains 
offering these same basic outiets at 
considerably lower costs, 

Under the present set-up a 
tion’s local card rate may 
j}an hour but the network is privi- 
leged to sell it to one of its clients 
for $300. Out of this sum the sta- 
tion is entitled to $50. 


users 


Sta- 


were | 


he $500 | 


112, 
network among | 


basic stations came from spot time | 


apparently has been lately to allow 


these stations. 


mercial business of 


Edgai 
able form of rewrite on his ‘Tarzan 


while sluffing off on 
KHJ and KNX are being favored by dial turners, through the 
ship elements of their programs, a fact showing up in 


VARIETY 57 
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With KNX, Hollywood station, building 50,000 watt equipment. and 
going to 25,000 watts Oct. 1, and with KHJ, Los Angeles, a 5.000 watter, 
showing a listening audience one-third larger than KFI, this NBC out- 
| let, formerly considered the class unit west of the Rockies, is fast losing 
prestige on the coast. 

Although constantly at loggerheads with NBC officials, the KFI policy 


carry all the 
CBS outlet 


its NBC 


locals. 


programs to 
Meanwhile the 
show man- 


increased com- 





Rice Burroughs, who has pumped revenue from every conceiv- 


of the Apes,’ has a waxed version 


running on WBBM, Chicago, while the Chicago ‘Daily News’ carries a 


cartoon strip from the same author, and the film theatres are still ex- 
hibiting the Metro screen version. 

Radio dise is enacted by James Pierce, son-in-law, and Joan Bur- 
roughs, daughter of the author. Pierce played the ape’s pal in an old 
silent version for the screen. 

Although Hugh Aspinwall, whose ‘Down a Country Road’ brings into 
the story a community labeled ‘Sleepy Valley,’ the WISN, Milwaukee, 


announcer has never been in such a place. 
Seemingly he makes things pretty real for the mail at the ‘News-Sen- 
tinel’ station is heavy with letters from residents of ‘Sleepy Valleys’ who 


are sure he is talking about their place of residence. 


ognize the characters. 


They claim to rec- 


—_——__e 


Los Angeles police, who opposed granting permits for public speaking 
to radicals, endeavored to get KNX to refuse air privileges to James W. 
Ford, candidate for vice-president on the Communist ticket. 


Station execs reminded the police 


that Federal Commission rules de- 


manded that no candidate could be refused if his opponents were granted 


Ford spoke over the station on a 


and if he had the necessary price for the hour. 
15-minute broadcast. 


——_— 


fans are wising to 
broadcasting 


dirt and a 


Coast ether 
contained in the 
series. It’s highbrow 


the subdued 
over 
few listeners have 


double entendre humor 
the western chain of a detective 
discovered that if 


they keep their ears open they're apt to hear a few words, such as the 


proper name of a character or locale or a description. 


They're guffaws 


for those in the know but pass over the head of the unsophisticated. 


The man now engaged in directing NBC’s Special Features Division 
is Harold R. Peat whose book, ‘Private Beat,’ the chronicle of a soldier 
in the British Army, was a World War best seller. 


The Special Features Division has 
list. 


45 speakers and entertainers on its 





, . 
NBC’s Drama Div. 
Cleveland, Sept. 27. 

Harry MacFayden, stage director 
for Robert McLaughlin's stock com- 
panies here for 10 years, leaves to- 
day (28) to take post as NBC's dra- 

matic director in New York. 
Successor here not yet appointed. 


NESTLE’S NEW LINE-UP 








Nesile’'s Friday night program 
changes its talent lineup Oct. 7. 
Phil Spitalny and a 28-piece orches- 
tra replace the Leonard Joy combo. 

Singing contingent of the revised 


show comprises Alexis Somoroff, 
Russian (asso, a quartet and girl 
trio. 


DENNY’S SWEET ONE 


Jack Denny will do the orches- 
trating when Whitman candy re- 
turns to the CBS network Oct. 27. 
It will be a quarter-hour on Thurs- 
day evenings only. 

Program will be fed out of New 














York to 39 stations on a 26-week 
contract. 
McDevitt With Downey 


Chicago, Sept. 26. | 

Barney McDevitt with Fred War- | 
ing for several years switches ot 
Morton Downey as advance man. | 
His change coincides with the 
of Waring’s RKO dates 
start of Downey's Loew 


Waring is currently at the Palace 


ee 


Coakley Back on CBS 
Hollywood, Sept. 26. 


Tom Coakley’s orchestra at the 
Roosevelt hotel, resumes tonight 
(Monday), on a remote control for 


the coast CBS hookup. 
Band, off the station two months 
will be on six nights a week, 11 to 








CBS Dupes Coast Bill 
To Catch the Children 


Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 

In order to get the program on the 
air after school, and before dinner, 
CBS will duplicate its Heckers’ H-O 
Ranger children’s hour here rather 
than take the broadcast from the 
east. 

Western program, paralleling the 
New York bill, has a cast of locally 
recruited kid actors. It goes over 
the whole CBS Coast chain, as far 
east as Salt Lake. 





into the 
Oct. 7 


Casa Loma unit goes 
Belle Reeve, Kansas City, 
for four-week run. 
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NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 


CONNIE’S INN, N. Y. 


New York, Sept. 25. 

New fall edition of Connie 

man's floor show 

is titled ‘Harlem 
to Teddy 


Hotcha’ 
Blackmon for 
production and Andy Razaf and = 
P. Johnson for music and lyrics. 
packs a flock of talent, with a 
crack Don Redman orchestra as the | 


attraction for the customers on the 
hoof, and per usual will get more 
than its share of the black-and-tan 
trade. 

Obviously 
minute the opening night, 
ceedings were a bit ragged, with a 
succession of ups and downs, but 
it’ll find its level, as the floor frolic 
has all the makin’s for a crackajack 
show. 

Red and Struggie are a new pair 
of eccentric comedians with a new 
style of exaggerated negroid panto- 
comedy. They'll be heard from 
along legit comedy lines in time. 
Both men are in eccentric getup, 
Red, as his name indicates, being a 
hi-yaller with an auburn tint to his 
thatch. The other is under cork. 

Snakehips Tucker and_ Bessie 
Dudley, again a popular team; Jazz- 
lips Richardson, Cora Green; the 
very personable Paul and Barbara 
Meeres, the Lucky Seven Trio (Rob- 
ert Evans, Charles Weaver and Dick 
Saunders), the Dixie Nightingales 
(Lillian Cowan, Billie Maples and 
Kaye Parker), femme vocal trio; 
Simms and Bowie, Willie Jackson; 
the ha-cha Louise Cook of the toss- 
ing torso who’s been a panic at 
Connie's for several seasons now 
with her torrid terping, and 12 girls 
and four boys comprise the per- 
sonnel. 

Cora Green as ever does snappy 
double-entendre lyrics subtly cap- 
tioned ‘Madame T.N.T.’, a saga of a 
girl who isn’t modest in lyrically in- 
terpreting her romantic exploits, 
and ‘Can’t Take It Papa,’ which 
speaks for itself. It’s of the ‘Pool 
Room Papa’ genera which has also 
become a Connie’s institution with 
the nocturnal carousers. 

Paul and Barbara Meeres are the 
s. a. of the show in legit ballroom- 
Ology. She’s a handsome Creole 
who, if there’s not a real story be- 
hind her, could be built up by the 
least ingenuous p. a. for swell copy. 
Paul Meeres rates as the Gable of 
Harlem. For the ofay femme cus- 
tomers, he’s always been a topic of 
conversation. 

Snakehips Tucker seconded the 
cute Bessie Dudley with the fastest 
hip-and-roll motions this side of the 
old Barbary Coast, get away with 
plenty on‘their showmanly delivery. 
She’s a personable trick with a 
hoydenish crop of hair, and both 
know how to sell their stuff without 
bothering the spaggety-spagades too 
much, 

Jazzlips Richardson is a familiar 
in vaude and elsewhere. Louise 
Cook in ‘Drums!’ a barbaric African 
conception, was very tom-tom, with 
Willie Jackson doing the ‘Black 
Captive’ stuff. (Incidentally, why 
flickers like ‘Congorilla’ and ‘White 
Captive’ haven’t been utilized for 
cafe inspiration, obvious enough for 


KEIT & ENGEL, Inc. 


719 7th Ave., New York 


“We Just Couldn't Say 
Good-Bye”’ 


““As You Desire Me” 
“Pink Elephants” 
“‘Beside the Sunset Trail’’ 
“| Found You For Some- 
body Else” 


spot 


is credited 


the pro- 
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Immer- 
at his Harlem hot | 
and | 


reroutined at the last/ Like all the premier 


the black-and-tans particularly, is 
a puzzler). ; 

Lucky Seven Trio, if they haven't 
been in vaude, should be They're 
Evans, Weaver and Saunders, with 
a novelty style of stepping on huge 
dice blocks, from whence their label. 
The Four Dancing Fools are. They 
| do wow hoofing on heel, toe and 
| broken arches. 


The exotic Cookie who came into 
‘| Broadway cognizance generally, 
| aside from the Karlem nite loafers, 
lis the pash of the show and an eye- 





ful, considering the epidermic ex- 

| pose. 
Don Redman, southpaw maestro, 
knows his rhythmpation—'n’ how! 
dusky baton- 


ists he has a natural sense of pace, 
and knows how to mix up those 
tunes and tempos which is what 
really pitches the Castles into demi- 
delirium about a band being sizzling. 
Besides which they have the basic 
merit to back it up. 

Through it all, Connie himself is 
prominent as the direct stage man- 
ager, cueing everybody and every- 
thing from encores to recalcitrant 
couvert charges. Abel, 


Mayfair Yacht Club 


New York, Sept. 21. 

Mal Hayward, who had the Lido, 
which former smart spot is going 
bourgeoise with a no-couvert Holly- 
wood restaurant policy, is now over 
at the foot of East 52d street, at 
No. 450%, housed in the River 
House. It’s smart Sutton Place ho- 
tel with a Venetian wharf where the 
fashionable East Siders cock their 
motor boats which convey them, via 
the water route, to Wall Street, For- 
merly Carl Fischer’s Montauk Club, 
as an adjunct to the Long Island 
north shore development, the mem- 
bership bars have been let down by 
Hayward, and if you're presentable 
and flash a dinner coat, preferable, 
but not compulsory, the Mayfair 
Yacht Club is a charming cafe spot 
at nominal cost. 

Couvert is $1 ($2 on Saturdays), 
but no couvert for dinner, and is 
also open for lunch. Room is in the 
basement of the River House, two 
floors below street level, and one 
hoofs in an interior adjacent to an 


‘attractive water front piazza to re- 


tire for a little stroll and a breath 
of cool air between wrestling on the 
limited, but not too petite, dance 
floor, where a Meyer Davis combo, 
maestroed by Walker O’Neill, pur- 
veys likable dansapation. The effect 
of passing tugs on the East River 
is quite a kick. 

That wharf, with its tables and 
chairs, is not the least of the May- 
fair Yacht Club’s attractions and 
one may elect to sit outside for in- 
timate tete-a-teteing. 

Evelyn and Charles’ Herbert, 
who’ve been at the Ross-Fenton 
Farm and other such smart spots 
over the summer, do their songa- 
logs at a miniature piano, she han- 
dling the polite hot-cha songs, al- 
though Herbert also contribs on his 
vocal doubles. She has a nice, 
wholesome style and can get away 
with a little sauciness whenever de- 
sired on the strength of the person- 
ality. Not too much, however, and 
everything is primed just right for 
an audience such as this. 

Somehow, also, in their native en- 
vironment—the swallowtail turnout 
looked all “ast Sideish—they’re 
spending. It’s not merely sitting 
around a bottle of Perrier all night, 
as when they come westward; they 
came to have a good time and spend 
a few bucks. 

It’s a nice environment and prob- 
ably will develop into a good hide- 
away spot for the west-of-5th-ave- 
nuers, Abel. 


EL CHICO 


New York, Sept. 21. 

El Chico is something of an 
anomaly in nite club life of current 
New York. It has calmly maneu- 
vered a pleasant existence through- 
out and despite the depression and 
now opens for its seventh season. 
Making it just about the oldest New 
York nite spot. Also it is one of 
those rare combinations, a nite club 
with a floor show and all the trim- 
mings that actually serves good 
food. If you like Spanish food, El 
Chico is the spot, the cuisine here 
rating top billing over the rest of 
the layout. 

New show, as unfolded opening 
night, is perhaps not up to the 
Broadway sector’s standard in qual- 
ity, but way ahead on the novelty 
angle. Being a Spanish spot, de- 
spite it’s located in the wilds of 
Greenwich Village, the tour de force 
is a film of a bull fight. Two reels, 
with some pretty exciting shots, 
and taken by the owner of the club 
during a recent Spanish visit. They 
center the show and make quite an 
;} unusual bit of entertainment. Prob- 
lably better if the customers have 
| eaten their dinner before this part 
| of the entertainment starts, but 

that’s not a reviewer's worry. 

Benito Collada is the major domo 
lof El Chico. Senor Collada owns 
the place and acts the mine host role 
throughout, even to m. c.ing the 
stage show. A merry soul he is, too, 








ee a an rte da 


blessed with a copious sense of 
humor and a lack (or seeming lack) 
of some of the finer deviations in 
the English language. Which all 
goes down in the book as good 
laugh stuff. 

He starts the current show by 
announcing that he’s spent the sum- 
mer in his sunny Spain and gath- 
ered up a flock of talent there, be- 
sides running over to Valencia for 
a few days to make the films. 

Consuelo Moreno, he says, he 
brought over especially. She sings 
some Flamenco songs and chants. 
There’s a distinct Semitic quality 
about the songs, and she has a deep 
hearty voice that is quite pleasant. 
She makes a few steps as though to 
dance, but that doesn’t come to 
much. 

Adelina Duran is another of his 
importations, and Adelina is a 
dancer. A good dancer, too. She 
knows all the Spanish steps and 
movements, although there’s some- 
thing mighty Irish in her eyes. 
Which isn’t a rebuff. The best 
dancer in Spain itself at the mo- 
ment is a Cleveland lass called ‘La 
Yankee.’ At any rate, Adelina 
knows her dancing and, if she’s ac- 
tually a newcomer to America, will 
not be long for nite clubs. She has 
the makings of better than that. 

Music is supplied by Emanuel 
Gomez and 12 Chico’s. They’re good 
enough musicians, Every once ina 
while they get feverish and break 
into a pop American tune, but they 
quickly go back to Argentine 
rhythms and content. Cornejo and 
Velasquez, two of the Argentines in 
the band, do a guitar bit, plus a bit 
of singing, which the Argentines in 
the audience, if any, may enjoy. 
Others can take that particular time 
off to dunk their celery. Somewhere 
along in the proceedings a bashful 
lad named Enrique Mari hides be- 
hind a piano and sings a bit of a 
tenor tune. It’s okay. He doesn’t 
have to be bashful. 

It’s all pleasant enough, not too 
exciting, not too good, and the bull 
fight movie really packs a punch. 


| 


Which, added to the food—the 
Spanish food—is plenty money’s 
worth, Kauf. 


Barris’ Club Split 


After a fortnight at Meyer Horo- 
witz’ Village Grove Nut Club, New 
York, Harry Barris has left the 
cabaret. Joe Lewis succeeded. Lat- 
ter and Barris were a team for one 
week, 

Barris’ name was preceded to the 
N. C. label, but not finding matters 
entirely to his liking, he and Horo- 
witz split. Barris was in on a 
guarantee and received salary in 
full. 

He particularly didn’t like the 
band he had at the cafe backing 
him up. Barris was counting on the 
radio exploitation. 


Pittsburgh’s 1 and Only 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 26. 
Night club life here this winter 
looks like it will be a pretty drab 
affair. At the moment, there’s only 
one cafe, the Nixon, operating, with 
no prospects of any others getting 
under way. 
Last year this time there were 
five spots running. 
Nixon has succumbed to the spirit 
of the times—no cover charge and 
a big floor show. 











CLEAVANGER ON CHARGES 
Detroit, Sept. 26. 
Augie Cleavanger and his band 
are under charges at A. F. M. for 
playing at the local Arcadia ball- 
room, which is on the forbidden list. 
Spot was declared on restricted list 
to out-of-town bands when one out- 
of-towner was caught diving under 
the scale several years ago. Since 
then only local bands have been al- 
lowed to work the spot. 
Cleavanger was warned not to 
take the job when he arrived in 
town, but accepted it anyway. 





VIC. MUSIC CO. FOLDS 


London, Sept. 17. 

The Victoria Music Co., formed 
here some three years ago, and 
jointly owned by Chappells and 
Campbell - Connelly, is closing 
shortly. 
Company was formed to exploit 
De Sylva, Brown & Henderson, and 
did well with ‘Just One More 
Chance,’ and ‘The Blue of the 
Night.’ The company will cease to 
function, but the songs of De Sylva, 
Brown & Henderson will be sold 
through Chappells, 





Dario and Diane Vacash 

Dario and Diane close at the 
Hotel St. Regis, New York, Oct. 19, 
when Caperton and Biddle, out of 
‘Humpty-Dumpty,’ comes into the 
Sea Glade room, with Anson Weeks’ 
orchestra. 

Dario and Diane are due back at 


Minn. Roadhouse Closed 
Following Gambling Raid 


Minneapolis, Sept. 26. 

Hollywood <nn, for several years 
one of the leading Twin City road- 
houses, has been closed following a 
raid in which a large quantity of 
gambling paraphernalia was confis- 
cated. 
Joe Clare, proprietor, is out on 
$1,000 bail on the charge of operat- 
ing and maintaining a gambling 
nuisance. 


HOLLYWOOD ADDS 2 
NEW NIGHTERY SPOTS 


Holiywood, Sept. 26. 

With Jean Malin opening the new 
club bearing his name, and Karyl 
Norman starting at the La Bo- 
heme Saturday (24), town has four 
night spots with femme imperson- 
ators heading the floor show. While 
B.B.B.’s cellar does not feature any 
one performer, there’s a line of 10 
boys in a review. 

B.B.B.’s was the first to go with 
Clarke's following, featuring Francis 
Renault, who was in for four weeks, 
and is now looking for another spot. 
Back yard has Ray Bourbon work- 
ing in drag. 

While the whoops idea is just get- 
ting a hold locally, it has passed out 
in most eastern cities. Several other 
oo-la-la entertainers are figuring on 
opening spots here, believing the 
craze will build up, and hold at least 
over the winter, 

Idea has been paying off here, 
with all spots where the impersona- 
tors hold forth, operating to a profit. 











FONTANA’S NEW PARTNER 


Coming Over with Anna Ludmila 
For El Garon, N. Y. 








Georges Fontana is on the ‘S. S. 
Champlain,’ sailing Sept. 24, from 
Paris, coming over with his new 
partner, Anna Ludmila, Parisian 
danseuse, to open the El Garon, New 
York, fer Ramon and Rosita who 
operate that room. The dance team 
is appeari::g at their other spot, also 
self-operated, the El Patio, which 
opened last week, with Frances 
Maddux also in the show. 

Ramon is after Helen Morgan for 
the Garon and will have DeLys and 
Clark, hoidovers from last spring, 
and Leon Belasco’s orchestra. Garon 
is slated to open Oct 17. Fontana’s 
former partner, Marjorie Moss, is 
now Mrs. Edmund Goulding. 
Ramon and Rosita and Emil Cole- 
man, formerly partnered in the 
Patio, have split, as previously re- 
ported, although denied at the time. 
Coleman goes into the Waldorf- 
Astoria for four weeks during Jack 
Denny’s vacation. 





Detroit Musicians Settle 


Detroit, Sept. 26. 
Scheduled walkout of musicians at 
Publix, Michigan and Fisher the- 


N. Y. NITE LIFE SPURT 
GIVES WORK TO ACTS 


Usual fall spurt in New York 
nite life, more marked with the be- 
lief that improved conditions make 
things worth while, is adding more 
new spots and necessitating more 
talent at the places reopening. 

Leo Bernstein and Billy Gal- 
lagher’s Lido Club Gardens slated 
to open tonight (27), will have 
Harry Carroll at the helm of a 
dance band, Bob Nelson as m. e. 
and Pearl Regay featured. In- 
tended as opposish to the Holly. 
wood restaurant, the Joe Moss- 
Jacob Amron-NTG spot. Fowler 
and Tamara will be in the latter’s 
new revue when it opens Oct. 1, 

Will Oakland’s Willows reopens 
Oct. 5 with Evelyn Herbert. Billy 
Gallagher’s other spot also gets go- 
ing again next month. 

Club Europa where Texas Guinan 
was for a time, opened up with a 
no couvert and $2 prix fixe dinner 
last week with Senorita Revva 
Reyes, Jolly Coburn’s band, Sid 
Hawkins, Eddie Joyce and Barbara 
and Dimitri. 


Congress’ $7.50 Opener 


Chicago, Sept. 26. 
Joseph Urban room in the Cons 
gress Hotel will ask $7.50 per pere- 
son for a peep at its touted splen- 
dors at the opening Saturday (1), 
That is taken as the Congress’ new 
policy of trying to corner what’s 
left of the town’s class by keeping 
the cost barriers high. On ordinary 
Saturdays the couvert will be $2.50. 
Congress will have the high priced 
dine and dance thing to itself. 
Everywhere else it’s getting cheap- 
er, not more. expensive. Vincent 
Lopez inaugurates the new room. 














FAR EAST GOES MACHINE 


The Hague, Sept. 17. 

Present depression is hitting the 
Dutch colonies. At Medan in the 
tebacco district of Sumatra, where 
in boom days of rubber and tobacco 
a gay life was evident, the hotels 
are doing so badly that they have 
given notice to their orchestras. 
Several of these bands had played 
there for years. Music will in fue 
ture be provided by electric gram«- 
ophones with loud speakers. This 
method has now practically been 
adopted wholesale in hotels of Java 
and British India as well as in the 
Far East. 





Swedish Disc Leaders 


Stockholm, Sept. 15. 

Swedish tunes are now being re- 
corded in London for His Master’s 
Voice and Decca with good sales 
reported. Durium makes the cheap- 
er Song of the Week plates and 
sells them here for 29c. 

‘Paradise,’ ‘Hold My Hand’ and 
‘Ten Cents a Dance’ are local song 
leaders. 











atres was averted Thursday (22) 
when an agreement was signed for 
the coming season. Settlement was 
made on a basis of 20 men at the 
Michigan and 14 at the Fisher. 
Michigan scale remains at $85, 
while the Fisher comes down to $75. 
At both houses an extra perform- 
ance is allowed without’ extra 
charge, as heretofore, of $5. All 
stage doubling charges are elim- 
inated. 





MRS. MOREING WANTS MORE 


San Francisco, Sept. 26. 
William Moreing, Jr., violinist 
with Anson Weeks’ orchestra, an- 
nounced his engagement to Laura 
Doe, prominent local Junior 
Leaguer. But few hours after the 
dailies had carried the yarn More- 
ing’s former wife, now living in 
Stockton, had her attorney declare 
the fiddler in contempt of court until 
he pays her $962 back alimony. 


A Natural Hit 


“A LITTLE STREET 
WHERE OLD 
FRIENDS MEET” 


By GUS KAHN 
and 
HARRY WOODS 


JOE MORRIS MUSIC CO. 


1587 Broadway 
New York 




















Judge Graham’s gonna hear all 





about it this week. 


TED MACK’S DANCE DATES 


Denver, Sept. 26. 
Ted Mack, last m, c, at the Publix 
Denver, goes into the Brown hotel 
with his 14-piece band and a girl 
trio, the Lefholts Sisters. Six-week 
engagement in the Casanova room 
is minimum slated. 








Joe DeCourcey and his orchestra 
have returned to the Government- 
owned Chateau Laurier hotel, Ot- 
tawa, for the fall and winter sea- 
son after a long engagement at the 





INDISPENSABLE SONGS FOR 
YOUR FALL REPERTOIRE! 


“MARDI GRAS’’—Waltz 

“STRANGE INTERLUDE’’—-Siow fox-trot 

“TELL ME WITH TULIPS’’—Siow fox-trot 

“LISTEN TO a GERMAN BAND’’— 
Comedy fox-tro 

“AND SO TO BED''—Lullaby fox-trot 

“IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN YOU’’—Fox-trot 

“THERE WILL BE A GIRL’ —(Fred Stone’s 
“Smiling Faces’’) 

ae ~~ F- IN TB gd HEART” — (Youmans’ 

‘IT’S ABOUT TIME’’—Comedy fox-trot 

“ANOTHER CANDLE ON YOUR BIRTH- 
DAY CAKE’’—Fox-trot 


STANDARDS 
“WITHOUT A SONG’’—Three keys (Ballad) 
“THROUGH THE YEARS’? — Three keys 
(Ballad) 

“THEY CUT DOWN _ OLD PINE TREE” 
“TIME ON MY HAND 

“Two coves’ —iwith> French text) 
“KATHLEEN MINE’’—(irish Ballad) 


MILLER MUSIC, INC. 











the hotel Jan 15. 


hotel a year ago. 


62 West 45th Street New York City 
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Disc Reviews re Over Intdelity Charee| PUBS Say Jobbers Will Not Be 
Over Infidelity Charge y 
Springfield, Mass., Sept. 26. . 
By Abel Green Nagged to such an extent that he Exterminated Wholly by MDS 
said it constitute. cruelty, Gordon 
Three Keys the fans on the hoof. They’re | E. Harrington, oil company adjuster aS VE Se 
On their first recording, Columbia | ‘Sweethearts Forever’ and “‘Three’s| during the day and an orchestra $ 


2706, The Three Keys, whom NBC 
air-sponsored so fulsomely, are not 
as impressive on wax as the ether. 
It’s chiefly a fault of selection. 
There’s the same technique by Bon 
Bon, Slim and Bob at the ivories, 
guitar and with eccentric vocalizing, 
but somehow ‘Somebody Loses, 
Somebody Wins’ and ‘Mood Indigo’ 
don’t do them justice. Of the two, 
the latter is more in their line, but 
possibly it was the arrangement or 
the too intricate hot-cha_ that 
counted against their disk debut. 





Freddy Martin 

Competent dansapation by the 
Martin orchestra on Columbia 2703. 
‘Goodbye to Love’ and ‘We Just 
Couldn’t Say Goodbye,’ the. latter 
the Harry Woods hit, are the num- 
bers. Elmer Feldkamp and Terry 
Shand do the vocal interludes. 





Isham Jones 

New to Victor, after prolifically 
‘canning’ for Brunswick, the maes- 
tro-composer has turned out about 
as many records as he can fashion 
tunes. In truth, among this batch 
are quite a number of his own com- 
positions, with Charlie Newman fig- 
uring as his favorite collaborator. 
‘One Little Word Led to Another’ is 
one, on Victor 24099; backed by the 
currently popular rhythmic ditty, 
by Frank Perkins ad Mitchell Par- 


ish, ‘Sentimental Gentleman from 
Georgia.’ 
- ‘Music, Music Everywhere,’ by 


Ted Koehler and Harold Arlen, is 
backed with ‘And I Still Care,’ on 
Victor 24098, both equally inspiring 
foxtrots. Back to a Jones-Newman 
tune, on No. 24116,, ‘I Only Found 
You for Somebody Else,’ is coupled 
with ‘I Wish I Had Wings,’ the lat- 
ter played by Bert Lown’s orchestra 
—apparently that bandsman is back 
in the field again after a tiff with 
his combo—and Elmer Feldkamp 
does the vocalizing. 


Rudy Vallee 

‘Same Old Moon’ and ‘Strange In- 
terlude’ are the Vallee Connecticut 
Yankee’s foxtrotology, on Columbia 
2702, with a special label titled ‘Ra- 
dio Record.’ This is a new distinc- 
tion accorded radio recording art- 
ists, Vallee and Richman, as pre- 
viously reviewed, enjoying this spe- 
¢ial attention, and Arthur Tracy 
slated for ditto. 

In the mike manner, Vallee col- 
loquially interpolates commentary 
on the ditties he’s purveying, throw- 
ing a bouquet to Phil Baker and Ben 
Bernie (but omitting Waltér Hirsch, 
Who probably had most to do with 
its composition) as the co-authors 
of ‘Interlude.’ Latter is one of the 
season’s more distinctive foxtrots. 


Paul Whiteman 

Someday somebody will suddenly 
wake up to the realization to what 
degree Whiteman has discovered 
and nurtured new talent, and re- 
count that he was the first to bally- 
hoo Bing Crosby’and Harry Barris 
when, with Al Rinker, they were 
two-thirds of the original Paul 
Whiteman Rhythm Boys; that he 
popularized Mildred Bailey ( who, 
incidentally, is that same _ Al 
Rinker’s sister); that he brought 
out Henry Busse and a flock of 
Other talent; and, in line with that, 
Ramona and Her Grand Piano and 
Jack Fulton, Jr., who are back-to- 
back featured on the present White- 
man couplet in hand, will undoubt- 
edly attain solo fame. Fulton is 
already in line for the next NBC 
buildup and Ramona, the grand 
Pianist, is likewise being NBC’d 
with Red McKenzie as her team- 
mate on the ‘Ramona and Red’ 
quarter hour every-so-often via 
NBC. McKenzie is another in the 
Whiteman variety personnel. 

Ramona gets in her innings on 
Victor 24097, the Whitemanites do- 
ing their sweetest syncopation with 
the ‘blue pajama_song’ as the cur- 
rently popular Howard Dietz-Arthur 
Schwartz foxtrot song is oddly sub- 
billed, ‘I Guess I’ll Have to Change 
My Plan. The companion waltz, 
‘You'll Always Be the Same Sweet- 
heart’ permits Fulton’s top tenoring 
to scintillate and both specialists 
take full advantage of their oppor- 
tunities. Incidentally it’s a swell 
foxtrot couplet as done by White- 
man, 

Victor 24096 couples the corking 
‘Nightfall’. and ‘Something in the 
Night,’ with Fulton soloing both 
melody foxtrot ballads, 


Mildred Bailey 

A soloist on her own now in the 
Picture houses, Miss Bailey is also 
being soloed on Victor records. Her 
first, No. 24117, features the ‘Rockin’ 
Chair’ theme number she popular- 
ized under Whiteman auspices, and 
‘Love Me Tonight’ (not the Cheva- 














lier theme song) is the backer- 
upper. She can sell a pop song, of 
course, and the Victorizations are 
no exceptions. 


Wayne King 
Melody foxtrots from the Warner 
Bros. picture, ‘Crooner,’ which are 





already rather well established with ! 


a Crowd’ which the Kingites play 
and which Gordon Graham vocal- 
izes effectively. And to make the 
novelty complete, this is a Wayne 
King couplet of foxotrots—what, no 
waltz. Victor 24115. 





Lee Morse 

Was a time when this throaty 
contralto was something of a rage 
on the disks at pop prices from the 
labs of the old Perfect records, the 
same which cleaned up with Ukelele 
Ike during his heyday. Miss Morse 
has been on and off the wax through 
the intervening time but has never 
changed her penchant for the torch 
song, with a ‘sad’ delivery part of 
her vocal trademark. She does that 
with ‘Something in the Night,’ al- 
though that’s not strictly a torchie, 
to piano and guitar accompaniment, 
with ‘Moonlight on the River’ a 
campanion number. 

An expert song saleswoman, on 
the rostrum or a cafe floor, Miss 
Morse has lost none of the tricks 
via the mike and wax. Columbia 
2705. 





Joe Haymes 

‘Let’s Have a Party,’ co-authored 
by Haymes, and ‘Old Man of the 
Mountain,’ the novelty yeorge 
Brown-Victor Young’ ditty, are 
great stuff for Haymes’ singing or- 
chestra type of dansapation. They’re 
sprightly foxes and delivered in the 
popular manner, 


Noble Sissle Declares Self 
Bankrupt; Owes $12,889 


Noble Sissle, colored orchestra 
leader, currently at the Park Cen- 
tral hotel, New York, has declared 
himself a bankrupt. Schedule filed 
along with the voluntary petition 
in New York gives the liabilities as 








‘totaling $12,889 and assets unknown. 
‘Outside of his wardrobe, the only 


items listed among assets are a 
judgment of $216 against the Popu- 
larity Club, Inec., Harlem niterie of 
which Sissle is part owner, and roy- 
alty rights to four songs. 

Included among the creditors on 
the schedule were Brooks Costume 
Co., $125; ‘The Billboard,’ $280; Sid- 
ney Becket, musician, $200; A. J. 
Clark, Sissle’s manager, with com- 
missions designated as ‘unknown’; 
Feter Clark, Inc., $590; Columbia 
Broadcasting Systems, commissions, 
amount unknown; Demus Dean, 
Rudolph Jackson, Raymond Usera, 
Lloyd Purkey and W. Reavy, mu- 
sicians, each $200; William Morris, 
notes contracted in Paris, $250; 
Park Central Hotel, commissions, 
$6,500; ‘Variety,’ $350; Harry Romm, 
commissions, unknown; Harry D. 
Squires, commissions, unknown; 
Selmer-Conn, judgment for $211.52, 
and judgment obtained by Benja- 
min Berinstein in connection with 
the ‘Shuffle Along’ show, $800.45. 





Copyright Suits West 


Salt Lake City, Sept. 26. 

ASCAP filed suits for perform- 
ance of musical selections without 
permission, for the first time in this 
territory. Damages of $500 are 
asked in a complaint filed in the 
federal court against the Old Mil! 
Tavern, Inc., by Gene Buck as 
president of the ASCAP; and Leo 
Feist, Inc., and the Famous Music 
Corp. Numbers in question are ‘My 
Silent Love,’ and ‘The Night When 
Love Was Born.’ 

Old Mill, suburban dance spot 
enjoying heavy summer play, held 
Frank Cookson’s band during the 
season and closea Sept. 16 unti: 
next June. 

Dance place hasn’t taken out 
ASCAP license since last Novem- 
ber, and Society picks on these two 
numbers as vehicles upon which to 
work. 


Little Leaves S-C 


San Francisco, Sept. 26. 

Ed Little is out of Sherman, Clay 
& Co. after 30 years as head of the 
music publishing department. 

He’s succeeded by Herbert Marple, 
previously in music game in Los 
Angeles and San Diego, who takes 
over Little’s spot this week. Little 
may go East. 








Fjastad Back at Par 
Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
With vocal activities picking up 
at Paramount, Roy Fjastad is back 
in the music department. 
Has his old job of scouting vocal 
talent, and handling auditions, 





leader nights, was granted a divorce 
in probate court here. The wife's 
plea for a separate support allow- 
ance was denied. 

Mrs. Harrington complained of 
her husband’s attentions to other 
women. Harrington said his wife 
nagged him so much that he be- 
came extremely nervous and drove 
him to seek solitude from home. 


10 Tunes Ready for 
Heavy Music Promotion 
On Four New Fox Pix 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Fox studio has 10 songs from four 
pictures ready for publication by 
the Sam Fox Publishing Co., in its 


plan of going heavy this fall and 
winter on sheet music exploitation 
of its pictures. 

The 10, and the pictures from 
which they are taken, follow: 
‘Stepping the Rackety Rax,’ by 
James Hanley and L. Wolfe Gil- 
bert (‘Rackety Rax’); ‘Home Folks,’ 
by Hanley and Sid Mitchell, and 
‘As the Years Roll By,’ by Hanley 
(The Golden West’); “The Gal from 
Amarillo’ and ‘Cowboy Heaven, by 
Val Burton and Will Jason (‘Rob- 
ber’s Roost’), and 
Salt on a Bluebird’s Tail,’ ‘Around 
Yow’ and ‘Inclosed, Please Find,’ by 
Leo Robin and Richard A. Whiting 
(‘Little Teacher’). 











Solicitations for $1’s to 
Continue Minn. Symph 


Minneapolis, Sept. 26. 
In a final effort to raise the $13,- 


000 necessary to complete the $150,- 
000 guarantee which is required for 
the continuation of the Minneapolis 
Symphony, more than 1,000 people 
are participating in a door-to-door 
‘dollar drive’ in the ‘Save Our Sym- 
phony Movement.’ 

One-buck contributions are being 
sought, but anything in excess of 
that amount also is accepted, 


HERE AND THERE 


Irving Weiss, formerly with. the 
Rinsler & Frisch circuit, is organ- 
izing an orchestra at Long Beach, 
me” Ee 








With the clostng of the Pantages, 
Hollywood, E. Max Bradfield, mu- 
sical director, has returned to 
Loew’s State, L, A. 





J. Herman Miller, baritone, has 
signed with Paul Specht’s orches- 
tra, 





James Newill, tenor with Ted 
Dahl’s orchestra at Grand Hotel, 
Santa Monica, Calif., joins Phil 
Harris’ combination at the Cocoa- 
nut Grove, L. A. 





Negotiations. on for return of 
Paul Tramaine unit to Yoeng’s 
chowmeinerie on Broadway. 





Bill Scotti band recording a 
series of college and football song 
platters for the American Record 
Co. 





Robbins is getting out a ‘Street 
Singer’ folio of 30 standard num- 
bers in eight different languages 
with some 10,000 advance orders 
from Montgomery Ward, Sears- 
Roebuck, etc., already received. It 
will be illustrated with Arthur 
Tracy (the Street Singer) in char- 
acter poses. 





John Schornstein, son of ‘Taps,’ 
has joined Agel, Yellen & Born- 
stein as radio contact, 





Teddy King has gone under the 
managerial wing of John O’Connor. 





Handy Bros. are publishing the 
new Connie’s Inn floor show songs; 
lyrics by Andy Razaf, music by 
James P. Johnson, 

Perc Butler is leading the orches- 
tra for Empire burlesque at the 
Worcester theatre, Worcester, Mass. 
Bills his orchestra as Worcester- 
shires ‘the sauciest band in town.’ 





Jack Valentine orchestra playing 


at Muegel’s Inn, Buffaio roadhouse. } 


‘Throw a Little | 


Mrs. Jules Buffano Falls 
To Her Death; Was Iil 


Seattle, Sept. 26. 
A fall from the floor of 
the Camlin hotel to the 
courtyard, resulted in the death of 


Mrs. Jules Buffano Tuesday (20) 
night. Her husband Jules Buffano, 
has been band leader and m. ec. for 
past year at the Fifth Ave. 

Mrs. Buffano had been ill for sev- 
eral weeks. She had spent two days 
at a local hospital and then was 
taken to their apartment at the 
Camlin, accompanied by a nurse. 
Her husband at the time was at 
rehearsal. When the nurse was in 
another room, for a moment, Mrs. 
Buffano either leaned or accidentally 
fell out of the window, which was 
low and open. 

She was 26 
years. 


16c PRICE A BLOW 
FOR WRITERS’ TERMS 


New i16c. wholesale price and a 
uniform 25c retail price knocks the 
songwriters’ demands for a larger 
royalty awry. It means 2c royalty 
only, with the proviso that should 
the wholesale price reach 18c. and 
over, then the writers will receive 
3c. The tunesmiths through their 
Songwriters’ Protective Association 
had visions of as high as 33 1-3% 
of all publishers’ income, including 
mechanicals and sheet music. 

Meantime, with the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors & 
Publishers looking to the radio as 
a large source of revenue, the 
writers are becoming most prolific, 
figuring that the multiplicity of 
copyrights used for broadcasting 
will eventually react to their ben- 
efit in whatever point system is 
worked out to apportion the radio 
revenue. 

Complaint from the publishers 
also is that they are writing the 
same type of songs too much, 
strictly with an eye and an ear 
to the ether, but that this same- 
ness isn’t helping sales. 


seventh 
concrete 


and married for 10 











$500 a Side Vs. 3c Per 
For Merman on Discs 


Ethel Merman has been signed by 
Victor for 16 records and will get 
a concentrated disk build-up. She 
receives $500 a side against a 3c 
royalty, an unusual figure for a 
popular songstress. 

Miss Merman returns to ‘Hump- 
ty Dumpty’ Oct. 31, but may fill in 
a week for Publix in Chi, depend- 
ing on her NBC commercial audi- 








tion. 





Swedish Band Rule 


Stockholm, Sept. 15. 

Cancellation of the concert of 
Boulanger, Roumanian fiddler and 
his waltz orchestra of 15 from 
Savoy Hotel, London, was caused 
by announcement from local labor 
bureau that if group wanted to play 
here they must hire 16 local musi- 
cians to sit around during the con- 
cert. 

Boulanger refused as he said he 
had had enough headaches in 
Copenhagen and Oslo with this sort 
of treatment. Doubtful if Jack Hyl- 
ton will make the Scandinavian trip 
this winter due to labor restric- 
tions. 





Songwriters Acting 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Unable to find any better types 
for the songwriters parts in ‘42nd 
Street,’ Warners are using Al Dubin 
and Harry Warren, who are writing 
the numbers for the musical. 

Tune makers will play a com- 
poser and lyric writer in the pic- 
ture. 





Walter Powell’s Band 


Walter Powell, comedian-trom- 
bonist, has broken away from the 
Benny Merof: band to frame a band 
act of his own. 

He wil) head the tudy Bundy 
Orchestra with Mark Leddy as 


agent. 


Music publishers think that their 
own Music Dealers Service mer- 
chandising outlet for popular music 
will not have as serious an effect on 
the jobbers as the latter themselves 
fear. That it may all equalize itself 
is a popular belief. 

The publishers argue there are so 
many little things a dealer gets 
from an established jobber which 
the MDS can’t service him, that the 
dealer might be content to pay 18c, 
per copy wholesale even ‘f he could 
get it at 16c. from the MDS. For 
example, there’s considers ble small 
goods, needles, pop price phono- 
graph records, orchestrations, stan- 
dard music, tone-arms, accessories, 
even pop priced radio sets, which 
the jobber has, along with sheet 
music, which the MDS cannot sup- 
ply. The MDS is strictly in the 
business of purveying pcpular 
music. 


Already there are complaints from 
some jobbers asking why the MDS 
doesn’t itemize its bills. Instead, 
MDS bills 3,000 copies at 16c. and 
doesn’t bother to itemize the titles 
of the songs. The MDS says it can’t 
see the sense of such itemization 
since every sheet of music, regard- 
less of title or publisher, represents 
l6c. For years, however, the mer- 
chant has been accustomed to an 
itemized bill of the selections by 
title and that’s a habit they’re in- 
sisting upon. 


22 Pubs Now In 


The MDS, since the original 12 
incorporators has taken in eight 
more majors and two more came in 
this week, Joe Davis and Con Cons 
rad Co. 


MDS is sending out promotional 
contacts in the general interests of 
the popular sheet music publishing 
biz to encourage syndicate stores to 
reopen counters where they might 
have been discontinued in the past 
for reasons of business or small 
profit or poor servicing or any of 
the sundry trade reasons that en- 
counter the business. In addition, 
large dept. stores not already care 
rying pop music will be encouraged 
to establish them, with arguments 
that music has always been a nate 
ural drag-em-inner. The customers 
can be pulled into the’ farthermost 
corners of the stores by the tinkling 
piano of the song demonstrator and 
it’s great stuff to interest them in 
the obscure counters carrying mere 
chandise which doesn’t go so well, 

Already the MDS has 2,700 dealer 
outlets lined up. No individual 
publisher has had more than 1,200 
at any time. All 2,700 are -being 
contacted regularly by all the firms, 
via circular and salesmen, to build 
up new trade. 


The MDS is merely a central ships 
ping plant. The pubs still go on in 
a-highly competitive manner, ag 
heretofore, plugging their songs and 
doing all possible to create a de« 
mand for them, the MDS merely 
filling orders. 


Five Song Sheet Sellers 
Convicted of Conspiracy 











Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 


Five song sheet sellers and dis- 
tributors were convicted in U. &. 
District Judge Harry Hollzer’s court 
here of conspiracy to violate the 
copyright act. They will be sens 
tenced Moncay (26), Maximum term 
that can be given the bootleg music 
meén is two years each. Those found 
guilty are Willie Zimmer, Al Friede 
man, Jack Lieber and Alexander 
Aggie. Friedman is 18 and Aggie 
15. 

This ig the first conspiracy trial 
over song copyright violation, and 
it is expected to set a precedent in 
other centers. Deputy U. S. Dise 
trict Attorney George O’Hannesian 
prosecuted the case, based on 
charges brought by the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers. 

Defendants were indicted after 
having the sheets printed in Vallejo, 
shipped from Oakland to Los Ane- 
geles, and sold here. Friedman and 
Al Barber are also under indicte 
ment for. printing sheets here, with 
| their trial set for November. 











Ken Sranon former director 
| Keith's, Syracuse, N. Y., now guest 
director at the RKO Palace, Roche 
jester. 




















RADIO—MUSIC 


Radio Keports 


60 VARIETY 
, — $< 
(Continued from page 56) 
action. philosophy and laughs as 
written 
Cast lected from NBC's local 
drama stafi did a suave job the 
first night Charles McAlister 
showed more color and_ shading 
than that generally heard on ether 
waves Barton Yarborough and 
Dorothy Desmond did the husband 
and wife, Yarborough sounding 
somewhat youthful and_ vocally 
reminiscent of Charles Farrell. 
Anita Calfot and Jack Mery han- 
died the juvenile roles, and good. 
Musical sig provided by organ, | 
with Paul Carson at console. Jerry 
Kilgore handled the ad plugs, which 
followed the usual routine handed 
out by ad agencies and could stand 
shearing in half, Carleton Morse 
Bock. 


produced. 





DOMINO CLUB, RAY WEST 
Skit, Singing, Instrumental 
COMMERCIAL 

KFI, Los Angeles 

This ether program put on by the 
Union Oil Co., and going out over 
the NBC orange network (seven 
Coast stations), started out to be 
an entertaining 60 minutes. It still 
can he something worth while to 
turn to if. the. sketch, ‘Ladies of the 
Masque,’ is trimmed. A half-hour 
of talk becomes monotonous. 

The Dominos, Hollywood organi- 
zation of theatrical and screen 
women, gives the period a draw at 
the start. It means names on. the 
air every Sunday between 8 and 9 
Pp. m. 

Second part of program got under 
way with Lucille Gleason address- 
ing the invisible audience and 
thanking the program sponsor for 


Radio’s Dream Girl 


ICEJOY 


Sundays at 
9 P. M. 


Every Morning Ex- 
cept Monday at 
10:30 A, M. 


WV-LAM 


0% L. OZ 


Associated with 


JENIE JACOBS 


AGENCY 
1374 Broadway, New York 
Phone Columbus 5.1930 
Exclusively Booking with 
RKO and Its Subsidiaries 



















































RADIO TALENT 


Phone William Stoess 
New Yorker Hotel 
Regarding Auditions 


Only Professionals Considered 




















JOHN 


HEVLIN 


(TENOR) 
Aron on sno Dwostheart Soap 
ogram ever ed 
1 ag y nesday, 11:45 
Management of 
NBC ARTIST BUREAU 










RAYMOND PAIGE 


Musical Director KHJ, Los Angeles 
GUEST CONDUCTOR 
HOLLYWOOD BOWL SYMPHONY 
July 29th 


Directing Gershwin’s “American in 
Paris” and the Belcher Ballet 





| Nordstrom 
i taining with his rendition of 
|} hound 
ihave served better. 


| bers, 


the Dom- 


the privilege of etherizing 
lino members. Adele Rowland vocal- 
lized with April Showers.’ Ray 
i West and his gang then harmonized 
|‘Another Night Alone,’ with Mae 
Busch and Dorothy Marion backing 

the rendition with a blackout, 


up 
titled Clarence 
enter- 
‘Blood- 
Another tune might 
Two other num- 
and ‘St. Louis 


combo, were 


Kindness.’ 
only fairly 


‘Milk of 
was 


Blues.’ 


People’ 
the West 


‘Crazy 
Blues,’ by 
lifesavers. 
of ‘Ladies’ were Con- 
Marguerite Churchill, 
Grayce Hampton, Juliette Lewis 
Morgan Wallace. Kay Van Riper 
wrote it and Georgia Fifield direct- 
ed, under the management of Olive 
Cooper. 


In the cast 
way Tearle, 


PAT FRAYNE SPORTTALKS 
COMMERCIAL 
KFRC, San Francisco 

Dean of local sports editors, Pat 
Frayne has been pounding out 
athletic items for the ‘Call-Bulletin’ 
for number of years, and is the 
first local scribe to land a sponsor 
for his radio talks. Frayne person- 
ally sold Pabst: Malt Co. for Tues- 
day and Friday night 8:15 spots on 
an indefinite basis, conducting these 
programs in addition to the several 
weeklies which he remote controls 


from ‘Call-Bulletin’ radio room as 
part of his s. e. job. 
Broadcasting journalist handled 


all items in news style rather than 
as radio chatter, Plenty of variety 
in. subject matter, ranging from 
football to crew, ponies and boxing. 
Introduced Joe Hernandez, official 
of local Tanforan: race track, who 
put in a few plugs for the bangtail 
circuit. 


Opening and closing plugs for 
Pabst malt little too long. Bock. 
COQUETTES 
Sustaining 
KPO, San Francisco 

Femme _ trio—Marjorie Primley, 


Annette Hastings and Imedla Mon- 
tagne—has been harmonizing over 


NBC for past three years, maintain- 
ing a pleasing style that has done 
much toward keeping them on the 
air this length of time. 

Girls are one of the few groups 
in the country not emulating the 


Boswells. Which, considering all 
the imitators, is in favor of the 
Coquettes. 


Material is mainly pop stuff. On 
this 15-minute Thursday night pro- 
gram, on at 10:45, they’re bound to 
catch many of the younger genera- 
tion. Girls have pleasing style. But 
they might do well to steer away 
from the Mills Brothers influence 
as inoculated in ‘Goodbye Blues.’ 
Their own stuff, as now practiced, 
is too neat to need impressions. 

Bock. 


INDIAN GOOD LUCK 
Tall, Instrumental 
COMMERCIAL 
KFWB, Hollywood 


This nightly period, arranged for 
children, lacks the pep necessary 
to keep the younger generation from 


turning the dial to another station. 

Music phase of the program in- 
cludes such selections as ‘Indian 
Love Call,’ ‘Oh,.Sweet Mystery of 
Life,’ ‘Carryin’ Me Along,’ etc., but 
the talk, which concerns the history 
of the American Red Face, is falter- 
ing. 

Program, on for 30 minutes at 
seven each night, is sponsored by 
the Walker Department store in 
L. A. Robert E. Callahan does the 
continuity. 
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BALLADEERS 
Male Quartet 
Sustaining 
WEEU, Reading, Pa. 

It's about time that the small- 
‘ime classification of the ether was 
stablished. In that case the Bal- 
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29TH CONSEK 


“THE VOICE OF EXPERIENCE” 


PRESENTED DAILY AT 12 O'CLOCK NOON OVER WOR 
ALSO 6:30 TO 7 P. M. SATURDAYS 


BREAKING ALL FAN 


“Emancipator of the American Home!” 


-~—(William Jennines Bry an) 






ECORDS 


| 
| 








Tough on Wives 


Washington, Sept. 26 


NBC's rule barring married 
couples in same office worked 
in the case of William Aber- 


nathy., announcer. 

He married a hostess at local 
NBC studios and girl was 
greeted with news after honey- 
moon that she couldn't hold 
down both jobs at. once. 











might be able to get a 
Otherwise they’re out like 


ladeers 
hearing. 
a candle. 

Four boys who sing pop tunes 
badly and who try to tell jokes. 
Not only are the jokes flabby and 
tasteless, but they are made hope- 
lessly useless by the absolute inabil- 
ity of these boys to sell their com- 
edy talk. They just read their lines, 
and the stuff comes over the ether 
like a damp dishrag. 

Until they learn how to deliver 
lines with a punch and a feeling 
for comedy they’d better leave the 
clowning to more able performers 
and stick to their tonsils. In the 
home town they'll probably get by 
with ’em. That is, if anybody is 
listening. Which is doubtful, since 
these boys are trying to buck a 
comedy talking sketch known as 
Amos ’n’ Andy. 


FOOTBALL COACHING SCHOOL 
Sustaining 
WBRC, Birmingham 


Timely feature coming at the be- 
ginning of the football season. And 
it is something a bit out of the ordi- 


nary, although the amount of inter- 
est in the program may be a bit 
limited, because everybody doesn’t 
go nuts about football. 


Three times a week Coach Eddie 
McLane of Howard College goes on 





the air. The school is made into a 
sort o7 interview before the mike. 
with Frank Ring, announcer, doing 
the asking. For those that are 
interested in football it’s a good 
program. 

ZARIFA 

Orchestra 

15 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 


WAAT, Jersey City 

On this minor J. C. station which 
is headquartered in the Hotel Plaza 
there, but which hits N. Y. met. sec- 
tor on a clear, low kilo channel, 
Zarifa was heard plugging an anti- 
dandruff remedy of that name. En- 
dowed with a quasi-mystic aura to 
perhaps purvey the Oriental quali- 
ties of the product, it’s not bally- 
hooed along these lines in so many 
words. However, the selections are 
all of an Oriental motif as played 
by the band, with Tarifa. (‘herself’, 
says the announcer, Dale Kennedy) 
doing the spieling. 

This part of it is rather well done. 
In a light, almost thin voice, be- 
tween numbers, she utters just one 
line at a time. One phrase is some- 
thing about the American people 
should take as good care of their 
hair as their teeth. Nothing more. 
Then follows a selection. Then a 
pyramiding line, also of similar im- 
port, building to the finale spiel, 
which in this case was a limited 
25c. sales solicitation of a $1.25 


combo affair good until Monday 
night (26). That’s a good way of 
checking ‘circulation,’ if nothing 


else, although it’s a safe estimation 
that plenty of quarters were thus 
forthcoming. 

For style salesmanship and 
showmanship, Zarifa should be 
caught by the ad agencies. It beats 
the concentrated gabbing and with 
pithy, one-line catch-phrases_ be- 
tween numbers it’s a palatable man- 
ner of presentation. Abel. 


in 





Crooner on Hop Charge 


Galveston, Sept. 26. 
Bonislow, (27, Filipino 
and Filamore 
Cruz, 28, also a Filipino and former 


butler for Asa Candler, Jr., Atlanta 
soft drink magnate, were placed in 
jail here following arrest at Hous- 


Francis 


crooner and musician, 
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“STEERO” Program, Wednesdays, 10:15 a.m., WEAF 


ton by narcotic operatives, who 
seized $10,000 worth of smoking 
opium, 


Cruz admitted buying opium at 
New Orleans from a Chinaman. 
Bonislow denied knowledge of the 
drug. Their bonds were placed at 
$2,500 each. 


CLEANSER SHOPPING 


Dutch Cleanser is scouting around 
for a program with which to return 


to the air in October. When that 
happens & will again-be Columbia, 
but a night-time cloc g& will take 
the place of the daytime spotting 
of previous seasons. 

Preference of the account cur- 
rently tends to an elaborate musical 
show centered around a name war- 
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SIMS-BAILEY BACK 


Rejoin NBC—Will Get Separate 
Build-Upse 
Chicago, Sept. 26. 
Lee Sims and Ilomay Bailey, who 


off-the NBC 
eral weeks, have patched up their 
differences over money and okayed 
a new six months’ arrangement. 

It is understood NBC will adopt 
a new policy with the pair, who are 
privately man and wife. Each will 
be built up individually with a 
band, although they may also con- 
tinue to work together on sustain- 
ing fill-ins, 


Casts of 5 to 25 People 
On New S. F. Sustaining 


San Francisco, Sept. 26. 
Two. new sustaining programs 
start NBC this week, one the 
most ambitious dramatic effort local 
studios have ever made. 
First of these, Star Book series, 


dramatizations of best selling books 
of past five years, will use casts 
ranging from five to 25. Initial 
book will be ‘Billy the Kid.’ 

Second series will be ‘Life of the 
Reillys,’ written by Ted Maxwell 
and starring the author and his 
wife, Bobbe Deane. It’s their first 
appearance together in radio, des- 
pite several years with NBC here, 
although both were in stock to- 
gether. 


were payroll for. sev- 


on 


German Best Sellers 


Berlin, Sept. 17. 
Best sellers in popular music here 
are as follows: 
‘Heute Nacht oder Nie’ (‘Tonight 
or Never’), Wiener Bohemverlag. 


‘Was kann so schoen sein wie 
Deine Liebe?’ (‘What Can Be as 
Wonderful as Your Love?’), Beboton 
Verlag. 


‘Niemand fragt uns’ (Nobodys 
Asks Us’), Wiener Behemverlag. 
‘Liebe war es nie’ (‘This Was 
Never: Love’), Alrobie-Verlag. 
‘Traeum mein kleines 
(‘Sleep My Little Baby’), 
Meisel. 


Baby’ 
Edition 


Armour Goes Funny 


Chicago, Sept. 26. 

Trend toward humor on the air is 
markedly exemplified by Armour 
going facetious. This sponsor enters 
its fourth broadcasting season with 
an entirely different type of show 
than previously used. Up to now 
Armour has been identified with the 
lighter classics entirely. 

East and Dumke are heading the 
new funny brigade which replaces 
the conservative policy. Sample 
number one starts this Friday (30). 





Goodyear Revising 


Revised talent setup for the 
Goodyear Rubber show on NBC will 
take in the B. A. Rolfe orchestra, 
Ripley and the Revelers. Program 
built around this threesome has 
been auditioned by the client and 
tentatively okayed. 

Current Goodyear has a Victor 
Young orchestra, with a different 
guest artist each Wednesday night, 
and the Revelers as the regular 
warbling background. 





ETCHED IN SHELLAC 
Chicago, Sept. 26. 

Eddie Voynow and Larry Field, 
who joined Scott Howe Bowen after 
the foldup of National Radio Ad- 
vertisers, Inc., are supervising the 
waxing of Republican political 
palaver. G. O. P. has given most 
of its radio dise work to this outfit. 
Secretary of Agriculture Hyde 

was etched in shellac last week. 


FR:SCO PROMOTIONS 
San Francisco, Sept. 26. 

Two new promotions at -NBC 
here have Bill Andrews moving up 
as assistant chief announcer, suc- 
ceeding Cecil Underwood, who was 
boosted to post of production chief. 

Andy Love gets job of continuity 
editor when Madonno Todd leaves 
Oct. 15. Love is now in the pro- 
duction department. 


ANNA MUCKE SUICIDE 
Lincoln, Neb., Sept. 26, 

Anna Mucke, theatre and former 
KFAB organist, was found dead last 
week in a deserted section of the 
city. Investigation showed she had 
taken hec own life. 

Mucke was identified with music 
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circles in Lincoln for the past 10 


years. 
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Pubs Shell Out 
$100 Per Arrang. 
For Radio Plugs 


For a dance wand leader to shett 


out himself for a special arrange< 
ment has becoi..e a rarity This 
includes the topmount maestros. 
Several of the latter who have 
hithertofore insisted upon picking 
their own arrangers and paying for 
the job are now leaving to the pub« 
lishers to foot the bill, though re« 
taining the prerogative of naming 
the arranger. Conditions in the 


business as applied to themselves 
have forced them to recede from 
the old independent position. 

Makes it so much tougher for the 
smaller publisher now to get a new 
number introduced by the class A 
combos. Fee usually asked by the 
arranger selected by the name lead-« 
er averages around $100. 

Despite the .tate of the musie 
business several of the big 12 pub- 
lishers do little hesitating when the 
tap is made, One only last week 
let himself in for a three-yard in» 
vestment on three number. at one 
crack for an orchestra whose leader 
for over 10 years had scorned put- 
ting himself under this sort of ob- 
ligation. This maestro still has his 
noted arrangers available but the 
publishers interested are carrving 
the pavroll load. 








Headlining 
ORPHEUM, New Orleana, 
This Week (Sept. 24) 


SEGER 
ELLIS 


Thaok You, CURTIS & ALLEN! 














JACK DENNY 


AND ORCHESTRA 


Waldorf-Astoria Hotel 
Victor Records 


Lucky Strike Dance Hour 


Management M. C. A, 


ie,» <a 
LYMAN 


‘AND HIS 
CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA 
Columbia Broadcasting System 

PHILLIP’S DENTAL MAGNESIA 
Tues., Thurs., Sat. 8:15 (East) 
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Bands and Orchestras 





(Continued from page 45) 


Nacionale H., Havana. 
Ithaca, N. Y. 
Irving St., New 


Manolo, 
Bob, Ithaca H., 
John, 20 


Castro, 

Causer, 

Cavallave, 
Haven. 

Cavato, Ete, Flotilla Club, Pittsburgh. 

Cervone, Izzy, 502 Blackstone Bidg., 
Pittsburgh. 

Charles, Roy, Golden Pumpkin C., Chi. 

Chlo-E-Revelers, Station WJBO, New Or- 
Jeans. 

Christensen, Paul, WKY, Oklahoma City. 


Christie, H. J., 1831 N. Ormaby Ave., 
Louisville. 

Church, Rose, Buckeye Lake P., Buck- 
eye Lake, O 

Clarke, Bob, 1660 Roxbury Rd. (B), Co- 
lumbus, O. 

Clarke, Herb. L., Municipal Band, Long 


Beach, Cal. 
Clary, Sonny, Showboat C., L. A. 
Clevelanders, Fuller's Garden, Cincinnati. 
Coakley, Jack, States Hofbrau, 5. F. 
Coburn, Wm., Blue Mouse T., Seattle. 
Rog Code, Athens A, C., San Francisco. 
Col. F., 252 W. Douglas St., Reading, Pa. 
Coleman, Emil. 
College Club, 4120 Dewey Ave., Omaha. 
Collegian Serenaders, Far East R., Cleve- 
land 
Columbo, Russ, NBC, N. Y. 
Condolori, A., Adelphi H., Philadelphia, 


Conley, Ralph, 1119 Grand St., Wheel- 
ing, W. Va 

Conrad, H., 1088 Park Ave., N. ¥. C. 
Cook, Arthur, WXYZ, Detroit. 

Cooley, Fritz, Maple View, Pittsfield, 
Mass. 


Cornwell, Frank, Mayfair C., Boston, 
Cox, Geo., KGFJ, L. A. 

Coyle, L. H., 219 E. 10th St., Easton, Pa. 
Craig, Francis, Hermitage H., Nashvilie. 
Crescent Orch., Armory, Middletown, N.Y. 


Crawford, “Buzz,"’ 2115 Pennsylvania 
Ave., N. W.,. Washington. 


Crawford, Jack, Fox T., Seattle. 

Crawford, Thomas L., Wichita, Kans. 

Cullen, S. E., 314 E. 6th St., South Bos- 
ton 

Currie, Harry, Seelbach H., Louisville. 

Cummings, Johnnie, Webster H., Canan- 
daigua, N. Y 

D 


Dahl, Ted, KMTR, Hollywood, 
Damski, Henri, KJR, Seattie. 
Dantzig, E. J., 842 Putnam Ave., B’klyn. 


D’Artri’s Orch., 51 14th §8st., Norwich, 
Conn. 
Daugherty, Emery, Jardin Lido, Arling- 


ion H., Washington, D. C. 
Davidson, J. W., Norshore T., Chicago. 
Davis, C., Indiana T., Indianapolis. 
Davis, Meyer, -18 E. 48th St.,.N. Y¥. C. 
Davison, Walt, Mainstreet T., K. C. 


DeForest, Don, 171 King St., Portland, 
Ore. 

Delbridge. Del., 404 Madison T. Bldg., 
Detroit. 


N. ¥. C. 
Brook- 


1587 B' way, 
Marks Ave., 


Del Pose, Senor, 


DeLuca, J., 331 St. 
lyn, N. Y. 


Denny, Claude, Nocturne C., Chi. 
Denny, Jack, Waldorf-Astoria H., N.¥.C, 
Deterich, Roy, Stevens H., Chicago. 


Dewees, Lowell, 1200 Jackson St., Spring- 
field, Ml. 


Dolan, Bert, Bond Hotel, Hartford, Conn. 
Domine Orch., 22 4th St., Troy, N. Y. 


Donnelly, W. H., 289 Glenwood Ave., E. 
Orange, N. J. 

Dornberger, Chas., Mt. Roya! H., Mont- 
reai. 

Doty, Mike, Celesium B. R., Tacoma, 
Wash. 


Dougherty, Doc, Adelphia H., Phila. 

Downey, Harry, Ballyhoo C., B’way and 
49th St., + ee 

Dunn, Jack, El Patio B. R., L. A. 

Duerr, Daiph, 11404 Orville Ave., Cleve. 

Duchin, Ed., Central Park Casino, N.Y.C, 


E 
Charlie, N. Y. Athletic Club, Pel- 
Y 


Eckel, 
bam, N 
Edmunds, Glen, Elk’s C., L. A. 
Eisenbourg, Dok, Shepard - Colonial R., 
Boston. 


Ellington, Duke, 799 7th ave., N. ¥. C. 
Elmwood Band, 872 Van Nostrand <Ave., 
dersey City. 

English-Gibson, Boulevard T., L. A. 
Eichhorn, Geo., McElroy’s B. R., Seattle. 
Eppel, 5736 N. 7th St., Philadelphia. 


Erickson, Flarry, Saltair Beach Co, 
Lake City. 


Evans, Billy, KTM, L. A. 
Everett, IIlume. Lakeside P., Denver. 


F 
Fabregas, Geo., Silver Slipper C., L. A. 
Fain, Elmer, Club Royale, L. A. 
Fay, Bernard, Fay's, Providence. 
Farrell, F., Inn, 4 Sheridan Sq., N. Y. C. 
Feeney, J. M., 226 E. llth St., Oakland. 
Fagan, Ray, Sagamore H., Rochester. 
Fabello, Phil, Albee, Brooklyn. 
Farr, Aaron, Miam! Beach Country C.. 
Miami Beach. 
Feldman, Joe, 1068 E. 98th St., Cleveland, 
io. 
Ferdinando, Felix, 
Manchester, N. H. 
Feyl, J. W., 878 River St., Troy, N. Be 
Fio-Rito, Ted. St. Francis H., 9. F. 
Fischer, Car), Majestic D. H., Detroit. 
Fischer, C. L. 914 South Westnedge St., 
Kalamazoo, Mich. - 
‘Fisher, Bob, Pyramid C., Hollywood. 


Salt 


Le Chateau B. R., 


Finston, Nat, Par. Studio, Hollywood. 
Fitzpatrick, Eddie, St. Francis H., 8. F. 
Foard, Don, 1419 Reed Ave. Kalamazoo, 
Mich. 

Fogg A. M., 174 Beacon 8t., Portland, 
Fomish, Henry, Pleasant Lake, Jackson, 
Mich. 

Forbes, Alex, KOL, Seattle. 


Forman, Lou, Palace T., N. Y. C. 
Fosdick, Gene, Rye Bath & Tennis C., 
Westchester. 

Four Horsemen 
cago. 


Oriental Gardens, Chi- 





Freed, Carl, 20 S. Orange Ave., Newarxz 
Friary, George, Rockland, Mase. 
Friedman, L. F., St. Louis T., St. Louis. 
Friedman, Snooks, Paramount H., N.Y.C. 
Frieso, J. F., Strand T., Stamford, Conn 
eg: ae Jack, Station WJAR, Providence. 


Fuller, Barl, Swiss Gardens, Cinn. 
Funk, Larry, WEAF, N. Y. C. 
G 


Galvin, J. J., Plaza T., Worcester, Mass 
Gallicchio, Jo, 5200 Sheridan Rd., Chi. 


Gardner, C. C., 1527 N. 24th St., Lin- 
coln, Neb. 

Gates, Manny, Alcazar H., Miami. 
Gaul, Geo., Washington, D. C. 

Geidt, Al, 117 S. N. J. Ave., Altantic 
City. 


Gerun, Tom, Hotel New Yorker, N.Y.C. 

Gill, Sumit C., Baltimore. 

Gill, Joe, Hollywood C., Galveston, Tex. 

Gillen, Frank, Detroit Yacht C., Detroit 

Gillet, Albert KGW, Portland, Ore. 

Ginsberg, Ralph, Palmer H., Chi. 
an Hal., Del Monte H., Del Monte. 


Goff, Mark, Briggs R., Detroit. 


Goldberg, Geo., Celestial R., Bay Shore 
Park, Baltimore, Md. 


Golden, Neal, WOR, N. Y. C. 


Goldkette, Jean, Book Tower, Detroit. 
Gonzales, 8S. N., 310 E. 4th St., Santa 
Ana, Cal. 

Gordon, Herb, Wardman Pk. H., Wash. 
+a Ray, 404 Madison T. Bldg., De 
tro.t. 

Graham, Paul, Jenklinson Payv., Pt. 
Pleasant, N. J. 

Grass, Chet, 2040 S. Corona, Denver. 


Grayson, Hal, Roosevelt H., Hollywood. 


Green, Jimmy, Beach View Gardens C., 
Chicago. 


Greer, Billy, 1002 Main St., Davenport, Ia 
Grier, Jimmy, Ambassador H., L. A. 
Gross, Presnt, McElroy B., Portland, Ore. 


Grosso, Paul, Arlington H., Colorado 
Springs, Col. 


Guanette, Lou, 16 St. Angelo St., Quebec. 


Gurnick, Ed., 36 Reynolds Ave., Provi- 
dence, 


Gunsondorfer, W., “ido C., 8 F. 
Gutterson, M., Valencia T., Baltimore. 


H 
Haas, Alexander, 254 W. 76th St., N.Y.C. 


Haines, ‘‘Whitey,’’ Tavern Inn, 188 N. 
Bend &t., Pawtucket, R. I. 


Hall, George, Taft H., N. Y¥. C. 
Hall, Sleepy, MCA, Chicago. 
Hammond, Jean. Sky Room. Milwaukee. 


Hamp, Johnny, Norumbega Park, Auburn- 
dale, Mass, 


none, Hogan, Jefferson H., Birming- 
am, 


Harmon, M., Club Mirador, Washington. 
Harrison, J., Rendesvous, Toronto, 


Hart, Ronnie, British Columbia Pk., Van- 
couver, B. C. 


Harkness, Eddie, 2030 Franklin St., 8. F. 


Hatch, Nelson, Old Mill Tea Garden, To- 
ronto, Can. 


ae Al, 26 Capital 8t., Pawtucket, 


Hays, Bill, Cathay Tea Garden, Phila. 
Heiberger, Emil, Bond H., Hartford. 
Heidt, Horace, Golden Gate T., 8. F. 
Henderson, F., 228 W. 189th St., N. Y. C. 
Henderson, Gordon, KGFJ, L. A. 
Henkel, Ted, Capitol T., Sydney, Aus. 
Henningsen, Walter, KOMO, Seattle. 
ay, Tal., c-o NBC, 711 Sth Ave., 


Hines, Darl, Grand Terrace C., Chicago. 

Hirabak, A., 1128 Goottman &t., Pitts- 
burgh, 

Hite, Les, Cotton Club, Culver City, Cal. 
ee Frank, St. Catherine H., Catalina 


Hoffman, L. G., 78 Ernst St., Buffalo. 
Hogan, Tweet, Chanel Lake, Ill. 


a B., Strand D. H., Wilmington, 
el, 


Hollywood Collegians, K. of C. C., N.C.Y. 
Holmes, Wright, Martinique H., N. Y. C. 


Hopkins, Claude, Roseland B, B’way and 
50th St.. N. Y. C. 


Houston, Chas., 
N. J. 
Howard, Herold, Canyon Hotel, 
stone, 
Howard, Tex, Trianon B. R., Seattle. 
Hueston, Billy, 1658 B’way, N. ¥. C. 
epee J. W., Coronado H., Ban Diego, 
Cal. 


Monmouth Beach C., 


Yellow- 


Hyde, Alex., c-o Wm. Morris, Mayfair T. 
Bids., N. ¥. Cc 


I 
Innis, Ed, Vanity Fair B., Huntington, 
W. Va. 
Irving, E., Lyceum T., New Britain, 
Conn. 
Iseminger, Bill, Hagerstown, M4. 
Isitt, Doug, Butte, Mont. 


Iula, Felice, Rivoli T., Baltimore. 
Iula, Ruffino, City Park Bd., Baltimore. 


J 

Jackson's Jazz, 18 Chestnut 8t., Glovers- 
ville, N. Y. 

James, Harry, El Capitan T., Hollywood, 
Janis, Fred, Turkish Village C., Chicago. 
Janover, A. L., 1255 Grant Ave., N. Y. C. 
Jansen, KVI, Tacoma, Wash. 

Jaxon, ‘Half Pint,’ WJJD, Chi. 
a H., 475 Hawthorne Ave., Newark, 


Jehle, John, 75 Driggs Ave., Brooklyn. 
Jockers, Al, 1619 B’way, N. Y. C. 
Johnson, C., Small’s Paradise, N. Y. C. 
Johnson, Dwight, Empress H., Portland 
re 

Johnny Johnstone, Playland, Rye, N. Y. 
Johnston, Merle, 151 W. 46th St., N.Y.C 











Johnston, O. W., 48 Grove Ave., Ottawa 
Jolly Joyce’s Syn., 915-17 Walnut Bt 
Philadelphia, 

Jordan, Art, 6241 Norwood St., Phila. 
Jones, Isham, Ambassador, Atlantic City 
i. J. 


Jorgensen, Ruth, 1285 Sheldon &t., Jack- 
son, Mich. 
Joy, Jimmie, Variety, 


Hollywood. | 
Joyce, Jerry, KFWB, Hollywood. } 


K 
Kahn, Art, Via Lago C., Chicago. 
oe Harry, 5210 Ga‘nor Road, Phila., 
‘a. 


Kahn, Herman, Capitol T., Newark, N. J. 
Kahn, Roger W., 1607 B’way, N. Y. C. 
Kalle, H., Lido Venice C., Boston. 
Kamas, Al, Swanee B. R., Washington. 
Kassel, Art, MCA, Chicago. 

DL ememenns W., 28 N. 10th St., Lebanon 
a. 


Kay, Herbie, MCA, Chicago. 

Kayser, Kay, Nixon R., Pitts. 

Keegan, Rose E., 22 Gold St., Freeport, 
L. k. 


Keller, Wm. R., 4115 Gist St., Woodside, 
Re be Be Be 


Keily, Earl, Solomon's B., L. A. 

Kelly, Paul, La Granduja C., 8. F. 
Kelsey, Carleton, KFWB, Hollywood. 
Kemp, Hal, New China C., Cleveland, 
Kennedy, Harol4é, Embassy C., Hollywood. 


Kennets, Larry, 801 Keenan Blig., Pitts- 
burgh. 


Kentner, H., Benj., Franklin H., Phila. 
Kerr, Chas, Adelphia H., Phila. 


Red Kibbler, Recreation Pier, Long 
Beach, Cal. 

Koestner, Jos., N. B. C., Merchandise 
Mart, 222 North Bank Dr.. Chicago. 


Keystone Serenaders, Gd. Riviera T., De- 
troit. 

King, Hermie, Warfield T., 8. F. 

King’s Melody, 63 Mueller St., Bingham- 
ton, N. Y¥. 

King, Wayne, Aragon B. R., Chi. 
Paes Fred, Kingsway H., Hot Springs, 

rk. 

Kline, M., 5456 Spruce St., Philadelphia. 

Kneisel, E., Biltmore H., Atlanta. 

Knickerbocker Club, Berks County Trust 
Bidg., Reading, Pa. 

Knutson, Erling, President H., K. C. 

Lou, Paramount T., Oakland, 
Cal. 


Kozals, Jim, Stations WLFL, Chicago. 


Krauekrill, Walt, 347 Claremont Bidg.. 
- 
Krueger, Art, WISN, Milwaukee. 


Krueger, Benneil, WABC, N. ¥. C. 
Krumholz, G., P. O. Box 404, New Bed- 
ford, Mass. 
Kyte, Benny, Station WJR, Detroit. 


L 


518 Merrimac St., Lowell, 


Lagasse, ¥F., 


Mass. 
Laitsky, Ben, Majestic T. Bldg., L. A. 
Lampham, Clayton, Luna Park, Coney 
fe., NM. Be 
Lane, Eddie, McAlpin H., N. Y¥. C. 
Lang, Harry, Baker H., Dallas. 
Lange, J. V., 27 Abbott 8t., Lowell, Mass. 
Lanin, Sam, c/o CBS, 485 Madison Ave., 
x. ¥. 
Lanin, Howard, CBS, N.Y.C. 
Laughtner, Harris, St. Francis H., L. A. 
Lawe, Bernie, Pattis C., Des Moines, Ia. 


Mickey Lazarus, McFadden B. R., San 
Francisco. 

Lee, Baron, Cotton Club, N. Y¥. C. 
Lefcourt, — 27-10 Newtown Ave., 


Harry, 
Astoria, L. I. 
Lefkowitz, Harry, Casley H., Scranton, 
a. 


Leftwich, Jolly, Oceanic H., Wrightsyvi'le 
Beach, N. C. 

Levant, Phil, MCA, Chicago. 

Levin, Al, 476 Whalley Ave., New Haven. 
Levitow, Bernard, Commodore H., N.Y.C. 
Lido Orch., Suite 56 Loew Bldg., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Light, Enoch, Auf Weidersehen Club, Saw 
Mill River Road, N. ¥. C. 

Lisbin, Hank, Adolphus H., Dallas. 
Lofner, Carol, Bal Taberin C., S. F. 
Lombardo, Guy, Roosevelt H., N. Y. 
Lopez, Vincent, St, Regis H., N. ¥. C. 


Loveland, Archie, Multenomah H., Port- 
land, Ore. 


Lowd, Howard G., Orkney Springs H., 
Orkney Springs, Va. 
Loye, Stan, Mammoth H., Yellowstone. 


Ludwig, C., ‘Zaza,’ 23 Clifford Ave., 
Manchester, N. H. 


Luse, Harley, Wilson’s B. R., L. A. 
Lyman, Abe, Capitol, N. Y. C. 

Lynn, Correy, Blue Grotta C., Chicago. 
Lynn, Sammy, 2006 Wichita 8t., Dallas. 


Macdonald, Rex, Coliseum, 6t. Peters- 
burg. 

Madreguera, Enric, Commodore H., 
N. ¥. Cc. 


Mahon, Margie, KMO, Seattle. 


Major, F. J., 8007 84 St., Ocean Pari, 
Cal. 
Makins, Eddie. LeClaire C., Chicago. 


Maloney, R. B., 806 Elinor St., Knoxville, 
Tenn. 
Manthe, 
Wis. 
Marburger, H., Roseland B. R., N. Y. 
Marsh, Chas., Ft. Pitt H. Pittsburgh. 
Marshall, Red, Venice B., Venice, Cal. 
Marinaro John, Beaux Arts C., 30 W. 
40th St., N. ¥. C. 


Martin, Fred, Bossert H., B’klyn. 
Martin, Slim, Pantages T. ,Hollywood. 
Maslim, Sam, Seneca H., Rochester, 


Mason, Bobbie (Miss), New China R., 
Youngstown, Ohio. 


Al., 307 WN. Francis, Madison 


Masters, Frankie, Morrison H., Chi. 
Matiasch, Steve, Garden B., Seattle. 
Maupin, Rex, KYW, Chi. 

Mayfair, Bernie, 70 80. Division, Bat- 
tle Creek, Mich, 

McCoy, Clyde, Drake H., Chicago. 


McDowell, Town & Country C., 
Milwaukee, 

McEnelly, B. J., 96 Sylvan 8t., Spring- 
field, Massa, 


McGay, J., Detroit Country Club, Detroit. 


Adrian, 


McGowan, Loos, c/o R. W. Kahn, 1607 
B'way, N. ¥. C. 

McIntyre, James, Chateau Laurier, Ot- 
tawa,. 

McIntire, Lani, KMTR, Hollywood. 


McVeas, I. 8., 1221 E. 83d St., L. A. 


Melia, Wm., 91 Edwin St., Ridgefield 
Park, N. J. 


Memphisonians, 92 8S. Main St., Memphis 


Messenger, Al, Roseland, Taunton, Mass. 


Merrick, Mahlon, c/o NBC, San Fran- 
cieco, 
Meroff, Ben, Variety, N. Y. 


Meyer, M. F., 926 Broadway, Brooklyn 
¥. 


P 


Meyer Oscar, 4528 Camac 8t., Phila- 


delphia. 

Meyers, Al, 6200 Girard Ave., Phila. 
Meyers, Louis, Horn's D. H., L. A. 
Meyers, Vic Trianon B. R. Seattle. 


Miles, Jack, Granada C., Chicago. 
Miller, J. Franz, Statler H., Detro'!t. 
Miller, Gladys, KOMO, Seattle. 

Miller Jack, Press Club, Montreal. 
Miller, N., 121 Williams S&t., Chelsea, 
Mass. 

Miller, Vic, Loew's State, Syracuse, 
Milan, Bert, Eastwood Park, Detroit. 
Mills, Floyd, 786 Fayette 8t., Cumber 
land, ° 

Miner-Doyle, 1192 Middlesex St., Lowell, 
Mass. 

Minich, Bd., 1101 Prospect Ave., Scran- 
ton, Pa. 


Mohrman, Mable, KJR, Seattle, 


Morgan, Gene, Pyramid C., Hollywood, 
Morton, Fran., Italian Gardens, Spokane, 
Wash. 

Molino, Carlos, Ambassador H., L. A. 
a Tom, Cinderella B., Long Beach. 
Cal, 

Morey, Al, Worth T., Ft. Worth. 
Morris, Glen, Silver Slipper, Baltimore. 


Moss, Joe, 18 E. 48th St., N. Y¥. Cy 
Mosby, Curtis, Apex Cc., S. F. 


Mosher, V., 3137 10th Ave. 8S., Minneap- 
olis. 


Murial, Fred, Oriental T., Detroit. 
Moana H., Waikiki Beach, Honolulu, Ha- 
waii, 


oe. Len, Len Nash's Barn, Compton, 
Nashold, Dudley, Nashold’s B. R., Seattle. 
Naylor, Oliver, Walton H., Phila. 
Neff, Art, 6228 Spruce St., Philadelphia. 
Neglar, Merlin, Fox T., Spokane, Wash. 
, oem. Nick, 3150 24th St., Astoria, 


Nelson, Ozzie, Glen Isiand C., Glen 


Island, N, Y 
Nelson, Tom, Roosevelt H., N. ¥. G 
New Orleans Owls, H. Roosevelt, N. O. 


Newman, Alfred, U. A. Studio, Holly- 
wood, 


Nolan, Bob, Fisher T., Detroit. 
Noone, Jimmy, Club Dixie, Chitago. 
Norman, Jess, KPO, 8. F. 

Nunez, Salvadore, Paris Inn, L. A, 


oO 
O’Brien, Tom, Saranac Lake H., Saranac 
Lake, N. Y. 


Octavet Orc., 85 Duffield 8t., Brooklyn, 
N. Y 


O’ Hearn, Trave, LeClair H., Moline, Il. 
Olsen, George, Loew's State, N. Y¥. 
Olsen, Guy, Eagles Aud., Seattle, Wash. 
Oppenheim, W., Benj. Franklin H., Phila. 
Original Georgia 8, Danceland, Jamaica, 


Original Yellow Jackets, 
Beach, Buckeye Lake, O. 
Orlando, Nick, Plaza H., N. Y. C. 
Osborne, Will, Woodmansten Inn, West- 
chester, N. Y. 
Owens, Harry, Westwood Ho H., Phoenix, 
Ariz. 
P 


Paige, Ray, Station KHJ, L. A. 
Paleman, Dan, Black Cat R., N. Y. C. 
Palmquist, Ernie, Eagle B. R., Milwaukee. 


Parisian Red Heads, 22 W. North &t., 
Indianapolis. 


Parker, Dud, 230 Hart St., B’kiyn, N. Y. 
Paso, George C., Roseville, O. 


Pasternacki, Steve, Luigi's R., Detroit. 
Pear], Morey, 263 Hunting Ave., Boston. 
Peck, Jack, 801 Keenan Bldg., Pittsburgh. 


Summerland 


Peerless Orch., Monmouth 8t., Newport, 
Ky. 

Perni, Don, Saenger T., New Orleans, La. 

Perry, Frank, Flagler H., Falleburg, 
N. Y. 

Peterson, Art, Trout-dale-in-the-Pines, 
Evergreen, Colo. 

Peterson, Len, KGA, Spokane, Wash. 


Pettis, Jack, Wm. Penn H., Pittsburgh. 
Peyton, Doc, New Kenmore H., Albany, 


Peterson, B., Tivoli T., Michigan City, 
Ind. 

Pfeiffer’'s Orch., 1342 Palmetto Ave., To- 
ledo. 


Philbrick’s Orch., Younker’s Dept. Store, 
Des Moines, Ia. 
Phillips, Phil., Club Bagdad, Dallas. 


Piccino, A., 860 N. 8th St., Reading, Pa. 


Pierce, Chas., Midway Gardens, Cedar 
Lake, Ind. 

Pipp’s Orch., Sullivan's, Edmonton, Can 
Pometti, V. D., Boos Bros. C., L. A. 


Pontrelli, Nick, Rose Room B. R., L. A. 

Pontrelli, Pete, Palace B. R., Ocean Park, 
Cal. 

Potter, Jerry, Limehouse C., Chicago. 

Prado, Fred, American House, Boston, 

Prince, Graham, Palais D'or R., 48th and 
B’way, N. Y. C. 

Pullen, R. E., 1365 Sellers St., Frankford, 
Phila. 

R 


Ralsion, Jack, Station WOL, Washingten, 
BR ¢ 


waeie, Oscar, M-G-M Studio, Culver City, 
Cal. 
Radriguez, Jos., KFI, L. A. 
Rapee, Erno, NBC, 711 7th Ave, N, ¥. C. 
Rasmussen, F., 143 Graham Ave., Council 
Bluffs, Ia. 
Read, Kemp, 539 Ashley Bivé., New Bed- 
ford, Mass. 
Redman, Don, 
Reese, Gardner, 
Reisman, Leo, 
troit. 
Ricci, Aldo, Ritz-Carlton H., N. ¥. C. 
Rich, Fred, CBS, N. Y. C. 
Richards, Barney, Uptown Village, Chi. 
Rickitts, J. C., Koscjusko, Miss. 


Palace T., Cleveland. 
1619 Broadway, N. Y¥. 
130 W. 57th St., N. ¥. C. 


Rines, Jos., Elks H., Boston. 
Rittenbaud, J:, U. Artists T., Detroit. 
Rizzo, Vincent, Sylvania H., Phila. 
Roanes’ Penn, Commodore B., Lowell, 
Mass. 

Roberts, Miles, § Sheidon St., Proy., R. I 
tobinson, Johnny, Showboat, Seaside, Ore 
Roesner, Walt., Fox T. San Francisco. 
Rhode, Karl, Loew's Orpheum, Boston. 





ee 


Rose, Irv., Jefferson H., St. L. 
Harry Rosenthal, 1650 Broadway, N. ¥.@ 


Rossman, Harold, Bagdad C., Miam), 

Rothschild, Leo, 306 W. l4th St.. N.Y.Q 

Ruhl, Warney, Michigan Tech., Hough 
ton, Mich, 


Ruick, Mel, Manchester T., L. A. 


Russell, B., King Cotton H., Greenebore, 
Ss 

Saodval, Tommy, Paramount T., Port- 

and, Ore. 

Sampietro, Joe, KOIN, Portiand, Ore. 

Sampagon, Ed, Pacific Coast C., Long 


Beach, Cal. 
Sanders, Joe, MCA, Chi, 
Sans, P., 215 Ridgewood Ave., B klyn. 
Schara, C. F., 624 B'way, Buffalo, N. ¥, 
Schill, J., Arcadia B. R., N. Y. C. 


Schubert, Ed., 34 Arthur 8t., Lawrence 
Mass. 


Schumiski, Joe, Station WCFL, Chicage, 
Schwarts, U. J., 819 Court St., Fremont, 
Ohio. 


Scoggin, Chic, Pla-Mor B. R., Kansas 
City, Mo. 
Scott, L. W., 800 Dilbert Ave., Springs 


field, O 
in Frank, 254 President St., Bkiya., 


Scotti, Bill, Pierre H., N. Y. C. 
Seiger, Rudy, Fairmont H., 8. F. 
Seidenman, Sid, Mayflower H., Wasb. 


a Ben, c/o Col. Recording, 88 Sth 
ve. 


Setaro, A., Granda T., 8. F. 

Severi Gino, Pig N Whistle C, Hollywood, 
Shaw, Carl, Italian Village, L. A. 
Sheffers, H. C., Wilbur’s Taunton, Mase. 
Sheridan, Phil, Mossula, Mont. 
Sherman, Maurie, College Inn C 
Sherwood, Billy, KOL, Seattle. 
Siani, Joe, Fox T., S. F. 
Silverman, D., Missouri T., St. Loule. 


Simmonds, Arlie, Playland Park, 
Bend, Ind. 4 = —_ 


Simons, Seymour, 1504 B’way, Detroit, 
Siasle, Noble, Pk. Central H., N. Y. C. 
Slason, Fred, Lotus R., Washington, D. ©, 
Smith, Beasley, Rosemont B.. B’klyn, 
Smith, Les, KMO, Seattle. 

Ly gue Rollin, Hollywood A. C., Hollye 


+ Chi, 


w 
Smelin, 8., 190 W. Buchtel Ave., 
one ve., Akron, 


Sorey, Vincent, CRS, 485 Madi 
wee. 4 adison Ave., 


Sosnick, Harry, NBC, Chi, 

Spaner, Frank, La Salle Hotel, Chicage, 
Spector, Irving, WOKO, Albany, N. Y. 
Spitalny, Phil, N. B. c., N. Y¥. C. 

Spor, Paul, Paxton Hotel, Omaha, Neb. 
Springer, Leon, 134 Livingston St., Bklyn. 
Spolidoro, J., Boos Bros, C., L. A. 


St. Clair Jester Prince Edwa: > 
Windsor, Canada. m al os 


St. Louis Kings, 1828 B. 95th St., B'klyn. 
Stafford, H., 911 Sumner St., Lincoln, Neb, 
Stafford, Jesse, c/o Variety, Hollywood. 


Stanfill, John, 820 Broadway, 
tonio, Tex. ith Reno 


Steiner, Max, Radio Studio, Hollywood. 
Steed, Hy, Station WMBC, Detroit. 


Stevens, Perley, 268 Huntington Avé., 
Boston. 
Stokes, Harold, NBC, Chicago. 


Stoll, Geo., Paramount T., Los Angeles, 
Stone, Marty, Radisson H., Minneapolis 
Story, Geo., Wong’s C., London, Ont. 


Straub, Herb, Buffalo Broadcasting Corp.» 
Buffalo. 


Strissoff, Vanderbilt H., N. Y. ©. 
Sweet, Al, 29 Quincy &t., Chicago. 


y 2 
Taylor, Art, Nantucket Yacht C., Nam 
tucket, Mass. 
Taylor, H., 1015 Chestnut St., Phila. 
Tellyer, Al, Guerneville, Cal, 
Teppas, J. J., 533 Glenwood Ave., Buffale, 


seoven, Roy, Regent T.. Grand Rapida, 
ch, 


Thomas, Howard, c-o M. C. A.,, 62 W. 
Randolph, Chicago. 

Thompson's ‘Virginians,’ 
lantic City, N. J. 

Thorpe, Sunny Fan Tan R., 
St., N. E., Philadelphia. 

Tierney Five, Rittenhouse H., Phila. 

"siloff, Andre, Surf C., Miam! Beach, Fila, 

Henry Tobias, Totem Lodge, Averill Park, 
eo .Be 


Ventor T., At 


24% Cals 


Tobier, Ben, Rosemont B., Bkiyn. 
svoveten, Lou, Casino B. R., Ocean Park, 
Cal, 


Treastor, Bob, Blackhawk, Chi. 
Tremaine, Paul, Elitches Gardens, Denver, 
Trevor, Frank, KOIN, Portland, Ore. 


Trini, Anthony, Beau Rivage, Sheepshead 
Bay, a 


Tucker, Tommy, Hollywood R., N. ¥. G 
Turcotte, Geo., 90 Orange St., Manchester, 
N 


7 


Turnham, Edith, Janke’s Tavern, L. A. 


U 
UNrich, Frank, Roney Plaza H., Miam). 


Vv 


Valente, Val., Marquards C., 8. F. 

Valentine, Jads, Statler H., Boston. 

Vallee, Rudy, care O. ©. A., 1619 Broad- 
way, N. ¥. C. 

Van Cleef, Jimmy, #1 Paterson Bt., New 
Brunawick, N. J. 

Vogel, Ralph, 2562 Coral St., Phila., Pa, 

Van Steeden, Peter, WEAF, N. Y. C. 

Voorhees, Don, WEAF, N. Y. C. 


Ww 
Waring’s Penna, c-o J. O'Connor, 
merstein T. Bldg., N. Y. C. 
Weber, Thos,, Hollywood Knickerbocker 
H., Hollywood, 
Weeks, Anson, Mark Hopkins H., S. F. 


Herme- 





Roky, Leon, Syracuse H., Syracuse. 

Buddy, Pennsylwania H., N. Y. C 
A., 111 W. Sith St.. N. Y. C. } 

King Edward H., Toronte j 


Rogers 
Rolfe, B 
Romane)}i, I., 


Weems, Ted, Lincoln Tavern, Morten 
Grove, Ill. 
Wendt, Geo., Roof Garden C., 8. F. 
Welch, Roy, Fulton-Royal, B'klyn, 
Werner, Ed., Michigan T., Detroit. 
Wesley, Jos., 317 12th Ave., Milwaukee. 
Wetter, Jos., 617 Adams Ave., Scranton, 
Pa. 
Whidden, E4, 125 Dikeman St., Brooklya, 
Whiteman, Paul, Biltmore H., N. Y. C. 
Whityre, Everett, New Hartford, N. Y¥, 
Wilkins, Don, Fox T., San Diego, Cal. 
Williamson, Ted. mle of Palms H., 
*harleston, S. C. 


(Continued on page 62) 
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Marriage licenses were issued here 
to Ray M. Patin, animated cartoon- 
ist. and Maxine J. Riley; Russell R. 
Rokahr, jr., cafe entertainer, and 
Margaret Belasco Bancroft, actress; 
and John Griffith, actor, and Carol 
Burke, actress. 





now writing for 
Warners, sued for $300 back wages 
by Joseph Greenwald, who claims 
he has that amount coming as two 
weeks’ pay in ‘The Camels Are 
Coming’ which Mullaly produced in 
the east iast year. 


Don Mullally, 





Mrs.'Ethel Gilstrom, divorced wife 
of Arvid E. Gillstrom, director, filed 
suit in Superior Court for $3 149. 

Sum is alleged to be due under a 
property settlement made in 1930. 





David Greenstein, New York at- 
torney, has filed a Superior Court 
suit against William Anthony Mc- 
Guire, asking $5,000 for legal serv- 
ices rendered. Philip Cohen is at- 
torney for Greenstein. 





Advance Trailer service brought a 
Municipal Court action to collect 
$38.70 from the Liberty theatre and 
L. B. Wilson, owner. 





L.. V. Tracy and the Laughlin the- 
atre, Long Beach, named by Uni- 
versal Exchanges in suit to collect 
$1,385 in rentals. 


Homer Carr brought suit in Mu- 
nicipal Court against the Big Four 
Film Co., Burton King and Inter- 


national Recording Engineers. to 
fulfill payment on a $250 note. 





who owned the Holly- 
before its purchase by 
is suing West Coast 
an $81 ad- 


Ira Copley, 
wood ‘News’ 
the ‘Citizen,’ 
Hollywood Theatres for 
vertising bill. 





Elizabeth Price, stenographer, and 
Kay Eames, secretary, have haled 
the Hollywood Radio Casting Bu- 
reau before the labor commission 


for wages alleged due. Miss Price 
is asking for $15 and Miss Eames 
$70. 





Superior Cou-t suit to collect on a 
2,500 note was filed by A. F. Gar- 
rett against Telefilm Pictures Corp., 
W. T. Lackey, president, and Ralph 
Lake, secretary. 





International studio is the target 
of a $750 Municipal Court suit 
brought by the Service Auto Body 
Works, which outfitted a sound 
truck for the studio. 





Pacific Fire Extinguisher Co. filed 
Municipal Court suit against the 
Gumbiner Theatrical Enterprises to 
recover $406 worth of equipment 
supplied the Tower theatre. 





News of the Dailies 


(Continued from page 46) 


gambling places in Hollywoced and 
West Hollywood, arresting five men 
in one and eight in the other. 








Suit for $20,100 damages has beer 
filed in L. A. Superior court by 
Charles Montablano against Wil- 
liam Barkley and a dance hall. 
Plaintiff charges he was beaten up 
in the place by Barkley. 





Two nurses, Josephine Guider and 
Josephine Hobbs, who administered 
to the contestants in the walkathon 
contest, L. A., have sued the stunt’s 
promoters for $382 for alleged un- 
paid wages. 





Fontaine LaRue, dancer, granted 
a divorce in Superior court, L. A. 
from Albert Antonelli, 





Lupe Velez has sued H. B. War- 
ner in L. A. Municipal court for 
$313 for damages which she charges 
were incurred when Warner’s car 
bumped into hers. 





Mrs. George Jessel has returned 
to Reno to proceed with her plans 
for a divorce from the actor. Her 
attorney, Harland Howard, denies 
that she had contemplated a No- 
gales, Mexico, parting of the ways. 





Withdrawal of Leo VW. Young- 
worth from the race leaves the road 
clear for the election of Louis B. 
Mayer to the chairmanship of the 
California Republican state com- 
mittee. 





Attorneys for Vivian Duncan and 
her husband, Nils Asther, verify the 
report that there is a separation be- 
tween the two with a probable di- 
vorce in the offing. Couple have 
been living in the same Hollywood 
home, however. 





Vivienne Sengler, former writer 
and actress, who once sued Maurice 
Costello for alleged breach of prom- 
ise, and later Mrs. John Dillon, wife 
of the director, for asserted defama- 
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AGENCY 
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Siamese Twins, Sibylia Bowan, 
Pickard’s Chinese Syncopators, 
Radcliffe & Rogers and others. 


—On the Screen-—- 


“THE PAINTED WOMAN” 











tion of character, has now sued her 


attorney, Raymond W. Stewart, for 
$30,500, charging he was negligent 
in the Dillon case. 


Despondent because of a separa- 
tion from her husband, Mrs. Dorce 
Powell, 20, film actress, attempted 
to end her life by swallowing poison. 
She is in a critical condition at 
General hospital, Los Angeles. 





Jury in Superior court, L. A., finds 
Eddie Brandstatter guilty of the 
theft of equipment from the Mont- 
marte cafe in Hollywood. 


James Cruze in the Muncipal 
Court, L. A., charged with failure 
to pay a bill of $69.50. Marie Pre- 
vost was cited for alleged failure to 
pay her Jap gardener $62.50 and 
Rodney Pantages was asked to 
pay $51.25 for merchandise. 


Mid-West 


John Hancock Insurance Co. su¢- 
cessful in its efforts to uproot Col. 
Zack Miller from his ‘family home- 
stead’ which Miller sought to have 
exempted from the foreclosure ac- 
tion against 101 Ranch, Newkirk, 
Okla. 











Falls theatre, Minnehaha, Minn., 
got a bomb. Tore a hole in the 
building. House is non-union, and 
Manager Alois Geis blamed this 
cause for the destruction of a cool- 
ing system and loudspeaker. 





George Gershwin, in Chicago to 
conduct the premiere performance 
of ‘Of Thee I Sing,’ told the press 
a successful composer should re- 
main a mystery to the music critics 
and always a few steps ahead of 
them. 

Main floor of the Drake hotel 
being tronsformed into a replica of 
the Latin quarter of Paris to stage 
a benefit for the indigent archi- 
tects of Chicago. It’s the biggest 
social event and ball the burg has 
seen since the depresh. 





Hollywood Inn, Mendota, Minn., 
raided by the local sheriff. Gam- 
bling paraphernalia seized. Pro- 
prietor, Joe Ckre, nabbed and 


jugged until putting up $1,000 bond. 





Claude C. 
connected with 
Logan, ad agency, 
Grand Haven, Mich. 


Hokins, for 25 years 
Lord, Thomas & 
died at 66 in 





Jacques Samoussoud, Russian 
conductor, will pilot the series of 
Saturday night symphonic concerts 
scheduled for the Chicago Stadium. 
First one Oct. 15. 





Frida Savini, opera soprano and 
protege of Julius Rosenwald’s sis- 
ter, returned to Chicago. She had 
been yodeling in Mexico City. 


zealot 





Irene Castle, for anti- 
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INSTITUTION of INTERNATIONALE 


shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP~—1552 BROADWAY 





cruelty to animals and who has sev- 
eral times hit the dailies, got less 
space than usual last week. She 
protested an experiment in diet 
conducted at an Evanston school 
with white mice. Experiment would 


make children calloused to cruelty, 
she claimed, in demanding an end 
to the knifeless vivisection. 


THE STORK IS DEAD 


(Continued from page 50) 





raw lines. However, there did not 
seem to be enough comedy and 
speed was absent. 

Story is not the same as ‘The 


Stork Strikes’ a German made pic- 
ture shown here not long ago It 
has to do with the geod looking 
Count Rene De Gaumont who has 
a mistress but who is marrying 
Suzanne Bridier, fresh {rom a con- 
vent and ignorant of sex and mar- 


riage. Her father is a wealthy 
motor car manufacturer and her 
mother choses Rene who is given 


a dowry of 10,000,000 francs, 

Lola the sweetie threatens to tell 
all and makes Rene sign an agree- 
ment to remain aloof from his bride 
for three months, he to pay a big 
chunk of coin if he fails to do so. 
Weeks go by and Suzanne's parents 
are worried feeling that Rene is not 
acting toward his bride as a nor- 
mal groom. should. Her mother 
thereupon instructs Suzanna how to 
lure Rene. Also she removes the 
living room sofa where Rene had 
been sleeping ‘because he won't need 
it any more.’ 

la, the menace is on the verge 
of making an expose. She is a 
visitor at the home of Suzanne's 
parents where the young couple are 
temporarily living, having been in- 
troduced as the wife of Paul, a 
hick cousin of Rene’s. The worldly 
Lola traps Rene’s new father-in-law 
and just when it looks like she will 
spill the beans, she announces her 
engagement to Paul, whom ghe has 
just turned down. 

Most likeable thing about ‘The 
Stork’ is Ethel Norris appearing for 
the first time in a straight play. 
She is the same ‘Sparky’ of Jove 
Ceok’s ‘Rain or Shine.” She is 
petite and vivacious fitting the rcle 
of the naive Suzanne to a nicety. 
Looks like a picture bet. 

Some of the other cast selections 
were not so fortunate, as for in- 
stance Ninon Bunyea who plays 
Lola. But Ross Alexander did very 
well as Rene. Nana Bryant and 
Mark Smith who knows his farce, 
were okay as the parents. 

‘The Stork’ may get some agency 
trade, but more from cut rates. 

Ibee. 


TRIPLETS 


Three-act farce by Mark Lindef, pre- 
sented by the author at the Masque thea- 
tre, New York. Staged by Walter Wilson. 
One set and 14 characters. Opened Sept. 
21 at $2 top. 

DE S4'0t-vecb eee eseecees-Olga C. Hansen 
Marie Schindelheim,.., Fernanda Eliscu 
Heinrich Schindelheim,.......Chester Clute 
Lawrence O’ Day....eeseesJdack C. Connolly 
Essie Schindelheim...,. Helen Glenn 
Bessie Schindelheim.., Ruth Edell 
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Tessie Schindelheim..ceccceeses: Alney Alba 
Jim O’Day......e ecccoceces- James Eby, Jr. 
Jerry O'Day....sececeseee-John A. Willarde 
John O'Day..... eovceees+- Stanley Marlowe 


Patricia O’Day.........Marguerite Tebeau 
Dr. Ludwig Strouse, pooenes Wome Dorbin 
SeGwe DaltOm...cccccccccececes Kirk Brown 
Leader of the Band, .-J. S. McLaughlin 


It seems there was a German 
family in Carbondale, Pa., with 


daughters who were triplets,. and 
there was an Irish family with three 
sons who came in a trilogy also. 
The six young people got married, 
and being hick moderns, they agreed 
that unless there were children, the 
marriages were all off after two 
years. All three couples quarreled 
a couple of months later and sep- 
arated. 


In these brief words you have 
the essence of Acts 1 and 2. Act 3, 
as you may already have suspected, 
brings about a reconciliation with 
the birth of the contracted off- 
spring, and as you also may have 
suspected each of the several young 
matrons brings forth triplets. 

Acts 1 and 2 are dull beyond be- 
lief and the acting is as bad as the 
play is inept and clumsy. The last 
act has a vast amount of farcical 
bustle involving a doctor who 
dashes madly back and forth through 
three balcony bedroom doors until 
in professional frenzy he telephones 
to the hospital for a squadron of 
helpers. 


They make a whole act of de- 
lirious gagging out of the event, the 
episode involving some of the heav- 
iest handed histrionics of many 
seasons. But it wasn’t worth en- 
during the first two acts. 


Whole three-act production in- 
volving a fair sized theatre, a long 
cast and many supernumeraries took 
two hours and some odd minutes to 
get over a two-minute blackout. 
That about covers this lame try. 

Mark Linder is the former vaude- 
ville producer. He puts on a play 





from time to time. This one won't 
get far. It doesn’t deserve to on any 
ground. It has no wit, its taste is 
execrable, and above everything else 
it’s deadly dull. Rush. 
(‘Triplets’ closed after two per- 
formances. Above review for rec- 





ord purposes.) 


Uncommon Chatter 


(Continued from page 44) 





enlarges her eyes with shrewdly ap- 
plied pencil, beads her eyelashes 
with mascara. 

Her eyebrows are thin lines of 
artistry, her lips are darkly rouged 
Cupid’s bows. Her facility with civ- 
ilized war-paint is just one of the 
miracles of island life that ‘Mr. 
Robinson Crusoe’ doesn’t bother to 
explain. 


The Style Parade 


Evalyn Knapp, trying to believe 
in the carelessly fitted frocks and 
coy Pollyannaisms showered on her 
by ‘A Successful Calamity’...Mary 
Astor, selfconscious and uncertain 
as the younger half of Calamity’'s 
May - December romance... Kate 
Lawson, ex-wardrobe wizard of the 
Theatre Guild, choosing black lace 
and old earrings for an extra bit 
opposite George Arliss ... Zita 
Johann, making her film debut as 
the Italian heroine of “Tiger Shark’ 
and creating a character’. that 
glows softly through tumultuous 
melodrama,..Leila Bennet, ‘Tiger 
Shark’s’ sad-faced Lady Barber, 
earning the instant response that 
audiences reserve for their favorite 
comediennes., 


Louise Must Cry 


Hollywood won't let Louise Car- 
ter dry her tears. She must weep 
and weep, as the mother of sons 
who holiday in jail. 

On these jaunts—the latest, in 
‘Hell’s Highway’ — Miss’ Carter 
wears the decent black silks and 
quaint eldely bonnets that ex- 
onerate her from complicity in 
criminal careers. 

Rochelle Hudsun, a quietly pretty 
ingenue, follows Miss Carter's ex- 
ample by being brave, tolerant and 
tastefully dressed for her lacrimose 
excursion to the penitentiary. 





Program Calendar 


(Continued from page 55) 


Foods for Diamond Crystal Salt. 
Originates from WABC, N. Y., 8 to 
8:30 p.m. Hookup limited to N. Y., 
Boston, Springfield, Baltimore, 
Rochester, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, 
Detroit, Cincinnati. 


‘Adventures of Sherlock Holmes’ 
(NBC). G. Washington Coffee re- 
turns the serial to the air over the 
basic blue, Canadian, Mountain and 
Orange (west coast) links and 
KFDS and KTAR. Originating from 
WEAF, N. Y., 9 to 9:30 p.m., EST. 

‘The Shadow’ (NBC). Blue Coal, 
the new sponsor for this mystery 
serial, will give it a link of 12 east- 
ern stations for a 30-week run. 
Originating from WEAF, N. Y., 8 to 
8:30 p.m., EST. 


THUHSDAY, OCT. 6 

‘Maxwell House Showboat’ (NBC). 
Presented by General Foods with 
Hall Johnson choir, Jules Bledsoe, 
Lanny Ross, January and Molasses, 
Annette Henshaw, Don _ Vorhess 
Orch. and dramatic cast of five. 
Hookup of 54 stations. Originates 
from WJZ, N. Y., 9 to 10 p.m., EST. 

‘Oriental Moods’ (CBS). Cali- 
fornia Walnut Growers’ Association 
presents a serial dramatization of 
the life and philosophy of Omar 
Khayam, with Raymond Paige di- 
recting a 30-piece orchestra, over 
34 stations. Originates from Los 
Angeles and comes through WABC, 
N. Y., 9:30 to 10 p.m., EST. 


SUNDAY, OCT. 9 


‘Musical Memories’ (CBS). Spon- 
sored by the Investors Syndicate of 
Minneapolis. Originating from 
Chicago, with Thora Martens, mezzo 
contralto; Phil Porterfield, bari- 
tone; the Four Worsemen quartet 
and Frank Westphal orchestra, and 


clearing through WABC, N. Y., 7:30 
to 7:45 p.m., EST. 
MONDAY, OCT. 10 
‘Sally and Bob’ (NBC). General 


Mills (Bisquik) has this script show 
set from Monday to Friday inclusive 
over the basic blue, with the pro- 
gram clearing through WEAF, 
N. Y., 3 to 3:15 p.m., EST. 


B. and O. Routes 








(Continued from page 61) 
Wilson, Billy, Du Pont H., Wilmington. 
Wilson, Clare, Madison Gardens, Toledo. 
Wilson, Meredith, Station KFRC, 8S. F. 


Winebrenner, W. S., 267 Frederick St., 
Hanover, Pa. 


Wittstein, Eddie, New Haven. 

Wolf, Leo, Vanity Fair C., Chicago. 
Wolfe, Rube, Fanchon & Marco, 
Holly wood. 

Wolohan, Johnny, E! Patio B. R., 8S. F. 
Wright, Joe, 410 Mills Bldg., 8. F. 
Wunderlich, F., 1587 E. 19th 8t., Bklyn. 
Wylie, Allister, Coronado H., St. L. 
z 


Zooper’s Arabian Knights, Keego Harbor, 


c-0 





Cass Lake, Mich. 


| 


Torso-Tossers Out 





(Continued from page 1) 


women have been driven away from 
the burlesque theatres. The other 
big worry for burlesque is how now 
to get ’em, 


Closing Order Bombshell 


The New York Mayor's closing 
order to Minsky’s Republic and 
Max Rudnick’s Eltinge troupes, upon 
recommendation from the police de- 
partment, threw a bombshell into 
the business all over the country, 
The New York action focused atten- 
tion on burleycue everywhere and 
prompted a general toning down of 
all shows. 


In New York especially the re- 
maining stands have gone angelic, 
The strippers had a tough time all 
week, being ex-strippers by orders 
from the front, and just walking 
across the stage and off at every 
show. The almost all-stag patron- 
age at the Minskys’ other Times 
Square house, the Central, voiced 
their disapproval of the dressed up 
women at all performances. 


Minskys’ Backfire 


While cleaning up ie shows in 
their other houses, ostensibly to pre- 
vent official tion similar to that 
which closed the Republic, the Min- 
skys continued their opposition to 
the closing order by taking the mate 
ter to court and plastering the Re- 
public’s front with protests against 
the city; Arch Selwyn, the 42d St. 
Business Association that filed the 
official squawk, and the New York 
‘Mirror,’ which recently carried a 
series of adverse articles on bur- 
lesque shows in general and the 
Minskys in particular. 


Besides the three-sheet pan in 
front of the theatre, in which the 
Minskys charged the ‘Mirror's’ pub- 
lisher, A. J. Kobler, with having ad- 
mitted to them (the Minskys) that 
his paper needed circulation, hence 
the burlesque expose stories, the 
burleycue imprésarios put a truck 
on the streets that asked, by signs 
and a loud speaker, an impertinent 
question about a bank loan alleged 
to have been made by the ‘Mirror.’ 


The paper swore out a warrant 
charging criminal libel, but the 
truck was still out on the streets 
yesterday (Monday) afternoon and 
the signs on the theatre were also 
there at press time. 


Business Shot 

Business fell off plenty in the ree 
maining New York burlesque thea- 
tres after word got around that the 
strip had been abolished. The first 
two days after the Mayor's closing 
order was issued got some extra ate 
tendance from those who wanted to 
see what they have been missing 
all these years, but they were dis- 
appointed. By the end of the week 
the theatres were mostly empty, 
with the strippers still wearing 
mere than enough clothes and get- 
ting a flock of razzberries at each 
performance, 
What the Minskys will do about 
staying in business with the strip 
and shake out is said to depend on 
the outcome of their court action, 
Rudnick is reported convinced that 
there’s no use fighting City Hall 
and is figuring on a musical com- 


prising variety acts under the 
‘Folies Bergere’ title for his El- 
tinge. 

Theatres elsewhere in the city 


are running under wraps and starv- 
ing to death. Although Irving 
Place, operated by Herk and Max 
Wilner and playing stock, was not 
among the theatres complained 
against or ordered closed, the news- 
paper accounts mentioned it prom- 
inently because the property is 
owned by District Attorney Crain, 





Up-State Sport Ed. Weds 

Joe Adams, sports editor of the 
‘Democrat & Chronicle,’ Roches- 
ter, N. Y., and Mary Grosjean of 
Terre Haute, Ind., married Sept. 
21; college romance. Honeymoon 
will include covering the eastern 
end of the little and big World's 
Series for the ‘D & C.’ 


“DOROTHEA ANTEL 


316 W. 72d St.. New York City 
The Sunshine Shoppe 


New Assortment of 
GREETING CARDS 
For Al! Occasions 
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OBITUARY 


ANTrONY PAUL KELLY 


Anthony Paul Kelly, author of 
"Three Faces East’ and other plays, 
committe.i by inhaling il- 
juminatins; £as yesterday ‘Monday) 
in his furnished apartment at 410 
West ll0in street, New York. The 
playwrigit left a note to a number 
of friends and also dispatched a 
notification to. the police. 

Kelly about 45 years old. 
Faces Kist’ was his best known 
work, altnough he had authored a 
number of lesser known pieces, one 
of them being ‘The Baitle Royal.’ 

He leit a note asking that Dennis 
O’Brien be notified and that his 
purial be left to the American 
Legion, of which he was 4 member. 
Mention also was made of two 
brothers in Chicago. 


suicide 


vas 





EVA DAVENPORT 
Eva Davenport, 72, veteran musi- 
eal comedy woman of two genera- 
tions ago, died in her White Plains, 


N. Ys home yesterday (Monday). 
ir private life Miss Davenport 
was Mrs. Neil T. O’Brien. She nad 


been on the stage nearly all her 
life, her last appearance being in 
‘The Student Prince,’ six years ago. 

Sne was born in London and at 
15 went to Australia, being in the 
first Australian production of ‘Pina- 
fore.” It was there she married Neil 
O’Brien, with whom she made a 
world tour. Her first American ap- 
pearance was at the New York 
Casino in ‘The Drum Major's 
Daughter.’ A long suecession of 
stage, roles followed, among them 
one in the Anna Held piece, ‘Papa’s 
Wife.’, She was associated with 
many notables. of the. American 
stage, among them Jefferson De An- 
gelis, Sam Bernard and Raymond 
Hitcheock. 


JULIUS LIPPMAW 

Julius Lippman, 41, president of 
Equitable Pictures, died suddenly 
at his home in Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
Coronary sclerosis was the imme- 
diate cause of death. 

Deceased, former stock broker of 
New York, entered motion pictures 
six months ago, His company had 
produced ‘Decency.’ 

Survived by his widow. 


RALPH A. GRAVES 

Raiph A. Graves, 50, for many 
years dramatic editor of the Wash- 
ington ‘Post,’. and later. assistant 
editor .of the National Geographic 
Magazine, died suddenly at his home 
in Spring Valley, Sept. 18. 

The widow, the former Elizabeth 
Evans, and two small children, sur- 
Vive. 

MRS. JULES BUFFANO 

Mrs. Jules Buffano, 26, wife of the 
band leader and m. c., succumbed 
Sept. 20 from injuries received in 
a fall from the seventh story of 
the Camlin hotel, Seattle. 

The’ Buffanos had been married 
10 years. Further details are in 
the music section of this issue. 


FRITZIE FERN 
Fritzie Fern, 24, actress, died 
Sept. 20 in Hollywood. In pictures 
10 years, she was a former con- 
tract player at Universal. Survived 
by her mother and a brother. 





Charies B. Williams, 62, father of 
Charlie Williams, stage, picture 
comedian, now in Hellywood, and 
long-time president, of .the Albany 
Theatricat Employes’ Union, died in 
Albany, N Y., Sept. 21, following a 
protracted illness. Williams worked 
backstage at the old Empire bur- 
Jesque house for many years. He 
retired from show business a decade 
ago. Deceased is survived by his 
wife and three sons, two of whom 
are lawyers. 





Edward Purcell-Cockram, 79, died 
at Bristol, Eng., Sept. 11, following 
an operation. He was a composer 
of sacred music and ballads, the 
most popular of which was “Passing 
By,” written 50 years ago to a poem 
of Herrick’s, which he sold for $10. 


Wireless and gramophone rights 
brought a good income of later 
years. 


Peggy Becker, 26, at one time in 


vaudeville with a Pat Rooney pro- 
duction act, died Sept. 11 in Chi- 
cago from pneumonia. She was 


employed as a telephone operator 


for a firm of lawyers. At one time 
she was reported engaged to the 
son of Jack Huff, owner of the 
Lincoln Tavern roadhouse. Body 


was taken to Minneapolis for burial. 





Percy Fletcher, 53, musical di- 


|; rector and composer, died in Lon- 
don 
| ductor at His, Majesty’s theatre dur- 


Sept. 12. Deceased was con- 
ing the entire five years’ run there 


of ‘Chu Chin Chow.’ 


Frederick W. Lawrence, 65, vet- 
eran newspaperman <f Chicago and 
San. Francisco, died .Sept. 22 in Los 
Angeles. Widow, the former Georgia 
Bryton, actress, and daughter sur- 
vive. 

Warren L. Wilson, 40, station 
manager of WSCH, Portland, Me. 
found dead in an auto at Lewiston, 
Sept. 21. No cause apparent and 
an autopsy was ordered. 


Lillian Easter, for several 





years | 

attached, to. the booking dept. of 

Robb & Rowley circuit in Dallas, 

died there last week following an 
operation in a local hospital. 

Father, 65, of Gus Eyssell, N. Y. 

City manager for Publix, died in 


Kansas City, Sept. 17, from natural 
causes. 


Gottfried Sobottka, 74, father of 
Herb B. Sobottka, manager of Or- 
pheum, Seattle, died Sept. 17 from 
heart attack. 


Demetrius Latchis, 69, died Sept. 
13 at Brattleboro, Vt. With his four 
sons he operated six New England 
theatres. 


Gertrude Spearman Lewis, 79, 
sister of Frank H. Spearman, nov- 
elist, died Sept. 19 in Hollywood. 


Minnie Harrison, mother of Boots 
Rush, died in Mt. Siani hospital, 
New York, Sept. 17. 


Chatter 
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signed up for ‘Cavalcade’ film, sail- 
ing in October. 

Jack Buchanan sees ‘Cat and the 
Fiddle,” and congratulates. Gina 
Milo backstage. 

John. Southern claims he is the 
originator in England of, the two- 
for-one ticket. 

Bobby ‘Uke’ Hanshaw now doing 
a single, no longer supported by the 
Harding Sisters. 

Plaza keeping the Palladium com- 
pany, advertising a ‘crazy’ week; 
with ‘Horse Feathers.’ 

Joseph Hayman, of the old vaude- 
ville team of Hayman and Franklin, 
now turned variety agent. 

Selfridge’s splashing 
Wheels’ ads. Many shots 
film were done in the store. 

Daly’s theatre feeling the pinch 
and have reduced their admission 
prices for matinees by 50%. 

Henri lLartigue and _ Clifford 
Fischer over for a few days to 
glance at the new importations. 

Reeves, Lamport and  Sherek 
offering to get Dick and Edith Bar- 
stow six months’ work over here. 

Bernard Shaw consented to cuts 
in his ‘Arms and the Man’ talker 
providing they don’t consult him. 

Haymarket theatre already look- 
ing around for a new play, present 
Marie Tempest vehicle likely to fold 
soon, 

Americans here not sightseeing 
on Sunday go to Mrs. Dick Burge’'s 
‘The Ring,’ . where boxing is per- 
mitted, 

Gracie 
France for the 
of her second talker, 
the Bright Side.’ 

Frances Day claiming she was 
offered $800 to play the Monseig- 
neur, with Richard Collett, of the 
Savoy, checking up on it. os 

Current song hit ‘Underneath the 
Arches,’ written by Bud Flanagan 
(Flanagan and Allen), which the 
team have been singing for years. 


Berlin 


H. J. Kuechenmeister here. 

Jack Pickford incognito in Berlin. 

Sinclair Lewis intends a Berlin 
visit. 

Martin Licht off 
with an invention. 

Brigitte Helm going to work with 
Joe May in Vienna. 

Lilian Gish expected 
after her Nauheim cure. 

Universal’s gen. mer., 
land, off to Switzertand. 

Gottfried Reinhard, son of Dr. 
Max, sad about his first failure. 

Ernst Kreneck writing an opera 


‘Love on 
in . this 


Fields flew .over from 
London trade show 
‘Looking: on 


to Hollywood 


in Berlin 


Max Fried- 


dealing with the life of Charles V. | 


E. A. Licho, actor and director, | 
will produce a number of short 
films. 

Curt Oertl, cameraman, has pro- 
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Crisis i 
in Topeka 
Topeka, Kan., Sept. 26 
Topeka’s city ordinance forbidding | 
fortune and clairvoyants, is} 
unconstitutional and cannot ag 
forced. The city commission found 
this out for itself and was ad- | 
vised by its own attorney. The 
ordinance has been repealed. j 
Now the commission wants to | 
know what would be a prohibitive | 


tellers 


be 


SO 


| license fee. 
i 
' 


WORLD'S FAIR 
OKAYS SALE 


} 
| 
| 


OF SCRIP 





Chicago, Sept. 26, | 

World's Fair has okayed an out- 
side promoter of a merchandise cer- 
tificate system whereby out-of- 
town visitors to the 1933 Exposition 
will pay off Chicago hotels, thea- 
tres, restaurants, bus lines, garages, 
ete., in paper. In turn the local 
business men take the paper to the | 
Continental Illinois Bank and Trust | 
Company, acting as trustee, to re- | 
deem them for cash. 

Promoter’s edge is understood to 
be in taking advantage of dis- 
counts, commissions, rebates, etc., 
and in getting a plusage from mer- 
chants around the country who will 
be approached to buy certificates 
and give them out with goods as 
premiums. There is usually a con- 
siderable volume of such paper 
which is either. discarded, lost, or 
not presented for redemption and 
since many people .who get certifi- 
cates in towns thousands of miles 
away will not get to Chicago aii 
this is gravy. 

A couple of magazines are ad- 
vertising ‘free trips’ to the Chicago 
Fair as subscription inducements. 
Pay off is in certificates redeemable 
at certain hotels, certain restau- 
rants, and other specified places. 
Other enterprises will offer more or 
less similiar prizes. 

Crews of salesmen will travel the 
whole country to sell the certificates 
to merchants, manufacturers, pub- 
lishers, and other likely prospects. 


Big Show Home Bound 


Birmingham, Sept. 26. 

Due to pretty good business down 
here in the Solid South, Ringling 
extended the date for closing from 
New Orleans to Jacksonville, Fla., 
on Sept. 29. 

Show played two.days in New 
Orleans, including a Sunday date, 
and then’ hopped over to Mobile. 
After closnig at Jacksonville, it’s 
Sarasota for the show. 














LEWIS RODEO BANKRUPT 


Tacoma, Wash., Sept. 26. 
Clifton B. Lewis, head of the 
Lewis Rodeo outfit which presented 
a show here on its'own grounds and 
also Fourth of July for American 
Legion, took a nose dive. 
Lewis filed a voluntary petition in 
bankruptcy. Debts, $12,829; assets, 
$3,436, with $250 claimed exempt. 





duced shorts for the Deutsche Uni- 
versalfilm. 

The Berlin press is paying much 
attention to Vilma Banky and Rod 
La Rocque. 


Adolphe Menjou, working with 
Alexander Korda in London, ex- 
pected in Berlin. , 

Johannes, Meyer, film manager, 


was hurt in an auto accident, but 
is recovering. 

Wilhelm Flam, well-known sing- 
ing teacher, died on his return from 
Buenos Aires. 

Richard Oswald’s ‘Unheimliche 
Geschichten’ (‘Gruesome Stories’),a 
new ‘Caligari’ success. 

Betty Amann, English film ac- 
tress, who was reported dead, is in 
3erlin for film making. 

Professor Eugen Robert 
the management 
Deutsche Kuenstlertheater. 

Greta Garbo intending to do some 
special work incognito in Berlin, to- 
gether with Mercedes d’Acosta. 

Conrad Veidt acting in the 
lish and German version of the 
film, ‘F. P. 1 Doesn’t Answer.’ 

Otto Edwin 3echstein, of the 
piano family, has joined Reichsliga- | 
film as assistant production man- | 
ager. 

After a 


take 
the 


to 
of 





Eng- | 
Ufa 


two years’ absence Harry | 
Liedtke, formerly Germany’s most 
favored juvenile, will make a film 
under Georg Jakoby. 

Jan Kiepura, Polish tenor, 
paring French and English 
of his successful film, ‘Heute Nacht | 
oder Nie’ (‘Tonight or Never’). 


pre- 


Welching County Fairs Irk Agents: 


VARIETY 


Talk Garnishee of State Aid 


Roosevelt’s Visit to 
Fair Brings 100,000 


Tacoma, Wash., Sept. 26. 
Puyallup’s million-dollar Western 
Washington Fair opened here to 
great business, and when Governor 
Roosevelt was present the box office 
clicked nearly a 100,000 gate. 

It was the largest day's attend- 
ance in the history of the fair, and 
the crowd great, a part of 
the regular sfternoon racing pro- 
gram had to be called off. 

With weather ideal, this fair will 
probably show the largest attend- 
ance of any other outdoor show in 
the west this year. 


RINGLING SHOW 
TESTS PARADE 


was so 


Lexington, Ky., Sept. 26. 

To test drawing power of parades, 
Sells Floto-Robinson circus revived 
its street specs in Kentucky towns 
about one week before closing (20) 
at Louisville. 

Show paraded ‘in Owensboro, 
Lexington and Covington. 

Missed out on Frankfort, state 
capital, because of late arrival in 
jump from Qwensboro. Frankfort 
business off. Lexington responded 
to parade with good matinee and 
night business. 

Executives non-committal as to 
whether parades will be revived 
next season. 


Move for Two-Week Fair 


Syracuse, N. Y., Sept. 26. 

New York State Fair’s advisory 
board, meeting here Oct. 10, will 
consider, among other things, rec- 
ommendations that the exposition 
be expanded from one to two weeks, 
and that the admission fee of 50 
cents be halved. 

On the two weeks’ basis, the fair 
would have six days of running 
races and as many of Grand Circuit 
races. 

Financing of new 
through a loan by the Reconstruc- 
tion Finance Corporation will be 
considered Oct. 10. 


Carnivals 


(For current week (Sept. 26-Oct. 1) 


J. L., Mountain Grove, 
H., Centerville, Tenn. 
Greater, Lehighton. 

Madisonville. 

Red Wing. 


Barker, 
Bee, F. 
Bernardi, 
Big State, 
Bremer. Claude, 
Bunts, Asheville. 
Castle, Ehrlich & H., 
Coleman Bros., Rochester, 
Crafts, Greater, Fresno. 
Florida Expo., Darlington, 
Galler, Waynesboro. 
Hansen, Al C., Dickson. 
Happyland, Standish. 


Memphis. 
N. H. 


Landes, J. L., Abilene. 

Lang, Dee, Sparta. 

Legegette, C. R., Fayetteville Ark. 
Mimic World, Linden, Tex. 

Miss, Valley, New Reads. 

Perason, C. E., Vandalia, 

Rogers & Powell, Rison. 

Rubin & Cherry, Knoxville. 

Sol’s Liberty, Meridian, Miss. 


Tidwell, C. J., Mineral Wells.‘ 
Weer, J. C., Hartford. 

West, W. E., Weatherford. 
Zeiger, C. F., Dodge City, Kan 


Circuses 
(For current week (Sept. 26-Oct. 1) 
Hagenbeck- Wallace 


Sept. 26, Greenville, Tex.: 27, Paris, 
Tex.; 28, Ardmore, Okla.; 29, Shawnee, 
Okla.; 30, Holdenville, Okla.; Oct. 1, Me- | 
Alester, Okla.; 3, Wichita Falls, Tex. 

Ringling Bros. 

Sept 26. Mobile Ala.; 27, Pensacola, 

Fla.; 29, Jacksonville, 
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buildings 





| Her male assistants all 


| the} fine, he was ordered 
| 55 days in the clink. 


Chicago, Sept. 26 


continued welching 


ts by 


Sick of the 
on talent contra county 
throughout the country, fair 
in Chicago, Kansas City, New York 
and one or two other points have 
been contacting one another with a 


fairs 
agents 


view to doing something about it. 
Not one of them has escaped the 
welching thing this season. 

Fair agents are inclined to feel 


that the county cow-and-hog tour- 
naments are too ready to take th> 
slightest excuse for welching on 
talent. They point out that it’s 
not a tendency exclusively confined 
to hard times. There have always 
been specks on the cred‘t cards of 
the county organizatioi s 

Strategy as proposed among the 
fair’ agents is to apply pressure 
through state governments against 
welching county authorities. They 
believe that th.y might tie up state 


funds by injunction so that no 
county ‘air could receive its share 
of ‘state aid’ each year if there 


were unpaid contracts holding over 


from the previous vear. 
A Habit 
Agents point out that many 
county fairs have been welching 


year after year, leaving the agents 
and. the acts hol ing the bag. If 
there is a deficit, the performers 
suffér on the logic that they don’t 


belong in the county, anyhow. 
Everybody else may be paid off 
angd next year the state again 
slips the county its slice of the 
melon, but no part of this new 


bankroll goes to pay off last year’s 
performers. 

However, there are two sides to 
the problem and the fair agents 
have done plenty of lubricating in 
the past in their comyetitive tac- 
tics. They have encouraged the 
farmers to regard show business as 
beyond the pale of ordinary trade 
ethics. Margin of profits for the 
agents in better times was terrific 
and accounts for their former style 
of solicitation which generally took 
the form of providing fair officials 
with a week’s whoopee every spring 
in Chicago or some other large city. 


PERAMBULATING SPEAK 
ON WHEELS RAIDED 


| Albany, Sept. 26. 


Ingenuous schemes to outwit fed- 
eral, prohibition agents and state 
troopers in the sale of liquor at fairs 
are often adopted by ‘leggers. A re- 
cently discovered racket is the use 
of a large automobile trailer to 
cache booze supply inside the ex- 
hibition grounds. New York State 
Police swooped down on such a 
vehicle at the Albany-Schenectady 
County fair in Altamont, confiscat- 
ing 53 pints of hard stuff and ar- 
resting one woman and three men, 

The woman, who gave her name 
as Betty Evans and her age as 30, 
but’ who refused to tell her ad- 





| dress, was arraigned before a j. p. 


as proprietor of the speakeasy-on- 
wheels. Pleading guilty to a charge 
of maintaining a publie nuisance 
she’ was fined $50 and given a sus- 
penjled sail sentence of six months. 
pleaded 
guilty to the :ame count. 

Ome of them, Charles McGee, of 


| Altamont, drew a fine of $25 and a 


Unable to pay 
to serve 


30-day jail sentence. 





| More ‘101’ Land Sold 


Dallas, Sept. 26. 


Legal battle to save what's left 
of the once extensive Miller Bros. 
101 ranch in Oklahoma seems hope- 
less, 

Another strip, this time 1,060 
acres, passed under sheriff's ham- 
mer last week for $27,594. 

So far, no disposition of the 101 


| circus properties, also slated for the 
auctioneer. 


Albany Bars Carnivals 


Albany, Sept. 26. 

The Albany common council has 
|} passed the ordinance’ prohibiting 
| carnivals and fairs in the city. 
| This action was taken after many 
leomplaints had been made by res- 
idents in the sections in which they 
had been operated under the guise 


ol benefits 
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Once WU lifetime. 


a complexion care for every type of skin 



















Si idney Fox, like 


9 out of 10 screen stars, 








B uses LUX Toilet Soap | Rad 


¢¢ 
Once IN A LIFETIME,” Broadway’s 

















smash hit, is even more hilarious as Uni- Radic 
versal’s screen play, co-starring Sidney Fox. wt 
You may think when you see Sidney Fox lions 
in the close-up that only once in a lifetime tae 
are complexions as alluring as hers. But this time is 
lovely star knows she need not lose this Yember 
youthful charm . . . no woman needs to, tsar 
tion ag 
ef “To maintain a youthful complexion is not y sot 
tt difficult, when one is careful in the selection ftorin 
of toilet soap,’”’ Sidney Fox says. amie ; 
he 
“T use Lux Toilet Soap because it keeps cause 
my skin smooth and soft!” mitten 
Ae ee orn 
OF the 694 important actresses in Hollywood, east t 
including all stars, 686 use Lux Toilet Soap Gopy i 
regularly! They know that this very white, : | 
fragrant soap is kind to every type of skin. big pl 
In the dressing rooms of all the great film 
studios it is the official soap. PAR 
Only once in a lifetime do you find a com- SET 
plexion care perfect for every type of skin. 
You’ll find Lux Toilet Soap as soothing to your ce 
skin as it is to the stars’, Buy some today! Fad 
in Pi 
Elise 
_ Arr 
Ti 
See SIDNEY FOX in with 
_ Chi 
UNIVERSAL’S Jaugh sensation an 
“ “ 7 
ONCE IN A LIFETIME act 
: ‘Folie 
Opening in leading cities this week fo tem 
Paris 
Photo by Freulich, Hollywood en 
the « 
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